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j\[i)t‘nm relative to the conduct of the British conirnanders 
nt lilmlinic'o. — JMontnnent voted to General lyundas, 
J^chales on r 'elicj' to the sufferers at St» Vincent and 
Grenada . — Loan to merchants of Lancaster and 
lAvei'pooL — fyebate on Mr. Sheridan^ ?not2on fur 
papers relative to the war in the B est Indies . — 
Debates on the MaroQus, — Motion of Mr. St. John, 
for evacuating the island of St. Domingo. — Debates 
on the A}iper cent, duties. — West India Vrize 'CouH 
Act. - Disputes in Jamaica . — Debates on the Ame- 
rican intercourse bill. — Contest respecting the admis- 
sion of sugar to the distilleries, — Colonial ojfices bill. 

Having brought to a dose the history of the 
downfal of the slave-trade, it is now necessary to 
turn hack for a while, in order to complete ‘tlie 
narratjve of legislative proceedings, by giving a 
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rapid sketch of those discussiepiovhich occurred, 
on subjects connected with the welfare of our 
West India colonies, and with the military ope- 
rations which were undertaken for the purpose 
of defending those colonies, or of adding to their 
number. 

The first debate of tliis kind had its rise in a 
proclamation, which was issued by Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir John Jarvis, on the conquest of 
Martinico. During the debate, in 1795, on. 
Mr.Wilberforce’s motion for abolishing the slave- 
trade, som^ of the defenders of the traffic threw 
out so many insinuations, against what they 
considered as the arbitrary and oppressive conduct 
of the British commanders, that Mr. Grey 
animadverted with much bitterness upon the 
speakers, and loudly demanded a full enquiry, 
which he pledged himself should not be eluded, 
as many other enquiries had been. Those who 
were hostile to the two officers, accepted his 
challenge, but they, nevertheless, suft'ered more 
than two months to elapse, before they gave any 
signs of their readiness to appear in the field. 
At length, on the second of May, 1 795, Mr. 
Barham, wrth the declared purpose of founding 
on them subsequent investigation, moved for 
papers relative to the conduct of the British 
general and admiral, towards the French in the 
West India islands, after they had submitted 
%i themselves to the victorious troops. The papers ^ 
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were granted, after an animated conversation, 
in the course of which the friends of the accused 
parties bestowed much censure on the unfair 
manner in which their opponents had acted. The 
question rested for nearly another month, at the 
expiration of which period Mr. T'hcllusson moved 
tliat tiie affidavit of a Mr. Malespine should 
be received ; but his motion was negatived, though 
Mr. Grey acceded to itj pledging himself, at the 
same time, to })rove that the affidavit was a gross 
and scandalous perjury, which w’as worthy of, 
and would, perhaps, be visited by, condign pu- 
nishment. 

Mr. Barham made his motion on the second 
of .lune. Having cleared his ground by vindK 
eating his own motives, and repelling the charge 
of delay, lie proceeded to expatiate upon the 
importance of the business to which he was now- 
calling the attention of the Hou.se. To the 
transactions of which he complained he attributed 
all our present disasters in the West Inilies. He 
contended, that the second proclamation, which 
W’as issued by the commanders, w’as a general 
confiscation of every thing that the .inhabitants 
possessed ; and that, even supposing the islands 
to have been taken, as they were falsely said to 
have been, by storm, the measure subsequently 
adopted by the victorious officers was unjust to 
the colonists, and illegal in itself. But the fact 
w^, t^iat no obstinate resistance was made, the 
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reduction of Martinico having been completed in 
twenty-eight days, with the loss of only eighty 
men. It was asserted that the jiroelainations had 
never been acted upon, an assertion, the truth of 
which he denieil ; and that they had been an- 
nulled, by orders from home. The rescinding of 
.such acts in a private manner was, however, 
not sufficient, and he, therefore, moved an ad- 
dress to his Majesty, for a public disavowal of 
them. 

In reply, Mr. CJre^'^ maintained, with much 
warmth, that tlie conduct of the commanders 
was not in tlie smallest degree reprehensible, and 
that the proclamations, and the facts of the case, 
had been , grossly and wilfully misrepresented, 
'i he law of conquest, he said, had not been 
pushed beyond the mitigated practice of modern 
times. There was no sweeping confiscation of 
property ; nothing, in reality, having been touched 
except the produce and stores which had been 
packed up for exportation previously to the 
twenty-fifth of Mjirch. Iv had been denied, that 
the white colonists were aware of the danger of 
resistance, but this denial Mr. Grey proved to be 
erroneous, and shewed that they had been fully 
warned of that which they were to expect. It 
had been denied, also, tliat they made a desperate 
opposition ; but, in answer to this, he proved that 
every step of grbund was obstinately defender!, 
by the,. , whites, and by Ure whites alone, ^ the 
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negroes and inulattoes not having taken that 
hostile part which Mr. Malespine had falsely 
sworn that they took against us. The conquest, 
he said, was more than six weeks in being 
accomplished, and was not achieved without the 
loss of between three and four hundred men. As 
lo the obnoxious proclamation, what necessity 
was there for any censure upon it, even granting, 
which ought not to be granted, that it was worthy 
of censure.^ It had never been pul in force; 
the commanders having annulled it, as soon as 
they found that it was likely to occasion dis- 
content. The motion, then/ was useless at best, 
and designed for no other purpose than to wound 
the feelings, and tarnish the fame, of two meri- 
torious and successful officers. 

Air. Dunilas follow'ed, in a strain of equal 
severity, and concluded by moving three reso- 
lutions, negativing the motion of Air. Barham, 
and approving of the conduct of the two com- 
manders. This gave ri.se to a long debate, at 
the close of which the resolutions were carried by 
a large majority. 

Three days subsequently to this decision 
upon the merits of the living, the House of 
Commons paid a proper respect to the dead, by 
voting the erection of a monument in St. Paul’s, 
to the memory of General Dtindas, whose remains, 
as the reader has seen in the third volume, were 
trcated in so brutal a manner, at Guadaloupe, by 
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the ferocious and despicable barbarian, Victor 
H agues. 

There was only one other subject, relative to 
the colonics, which produced any debate during 
this session. The desolating of the islands of 
St. Vincent’s and Grenada, by the insurrections 
which have been mentioned in the liistor^ of the 
war, iiad tlie natural effect of embarrassing 
severely many of the merchants wlio were con- 
nected with those colonies. In this emergency 
they petitioned the Parliament to relieve them 
by a loan, to the amount of a million and a half, 
in exchequer bills. Their petition was referred 
to a Committee, by wliich it was favourably 
reported upon. The measure of affording relief 
in this mode was censured by Air. Fox, as giving 
to the ministers an irresistible influence over the 
whole of the commercial interest, and being 
thereby dangerous to the constitution of the 
country. It must be owned that, in this objection, 
sound reason was on the side of Air. Fox. The 
opposition did not confine their remarks to this 
point. Tliey entered into a discussion, on the 
disasters which had been sustained in the West 
Indies, all of which, they contended, had arisen 
from the negligence and incapacity of the mi- 
nisters, who had neither furnished sufficient forces, 
uer dispatched them at a proper time. These 
charges the ministers, of course, aflirmed to be 
unfoutd^d ; and there, for the present, the matter 
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was suffered to rest. 'I’he bill, authorizing the 
loan, was passed without a division. 

The |)reccdent of the government affording 
relief being thus established, it was speedily 
acted upon. In the year 1799, the merchants of 
Liverpool and Lancaster applied for a loan of 
half a million, in exchequer bills, on good security 
being given for the repayment of the money. 
This application was made by Colonel Crascoyne, 
and was supported by Mr. Bryan Edwards and 
Mr. Pitt. It was urged that the petitioners had 
immense quantities of sugar on hand, for whicli 
they must immediately pay nearly a million in 
duty and freight; that the foreign market was 
closed against it ; and that it would be politic to 
give some assistance to the merchants, in order 
to prevent the [)rice of the commodity from 
sinking in’ such a manner as would certainly 
prove ruinous to them, and to the colonial pro- 
prietors. For some aid, it was said, they bad an 
undoubted right to look to the Parliament, the 
pi esent glut of sugar at home having been caused 
by an act in which they had no sliare ; an act of 
the government, by which it had been hoped to 
make foreigners pay a part of the duty, that had 
used to be withdrawn upon exportation ; a plan 
which, though wise in itself, had been defeated 
by unforeseen circumstances. Denying that the 
latter cause had produced the effect now attributed 

i 

to it, Mr. Pitt, neverthelessj declared his intention 

* 
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of allowing the drawback for a certain time, or 
until sugars were at a certain price. To the 
granting of the loan he gave his cordial assent. 
]\Ir. Tierney and Mr. Yorke were hostile to tia. 
measure. It was, however, carried in the com 
fuittee without a division, and a hiJ) to authorize 
it was subsequently |)assc(l. 

This was not the last time that th(’ subhvt of 
these loans gave rise to debate in the House ci 
Commons. Adverse circumstances iiaving pre 
vented the Grenada merchants frotu repa) mg the 
whole of the money which the} bad borrowed, 
they were more than once under the necessity of 
ap()lyiiig to the legislature to sanction a further 
delay. An application of this kind, in the year 
1803, was heard by many of tlie rnctnliers w.ih 
much dissatisfaction, and they did not fuil \o 
express their sentiments with considerable' force. 
The rec^uest of the merchanis was, howevei, 
granted. 

After having, at every opportunity wliich 
(jccmred, seve^^ely aniruadverted upon the mis- 
conduct which had been displayed in the manage- 
iiunt oi the war, and particularly upon that i)art 
of it which was carried on in the West Indies, 
the opposition determined to bring the subject 
(jiicc more, in a legular form, under the con- 
sideration of Parliament. Mr. Sheridan was 
the person by whom the task was undertaken. 
It not, however, till late in the session of 


% 
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1790', that he came forward to move for tlic 
jjapers, on which he meant to substantiate his 
charge against the ministers. The debate on the 
propriety of granting the papers was more than 
once ailjonrncd, and language of much asperity 
was used by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Fo.x, Mr. Grey, 
M- Ft . 111 ' is. and General Tariclon, on the one 
side, and M'., Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and some of 
their sjjj porters, on the other. The ministers 
ere nnsjiaringly accused of having manifested 
nothing but imbecility and culpable negligence 
in the ivholc of their military proceedings. I'heir 
expeditions to the West Indies, it was said, had 
been uniformly of insuflicicnt strength, while the 
forces, whose jirescnce there would have ensured 
► i-'torv, had been employed upon impracticable 
proiecls ; iiiosc expeditions, too, had been dis- 
•pati hcd at iinpro|)er seasons, as if purposely to 
L\[)oso them to the fury of the elements ; fit 
occiisi(.)ns of sending reinforcements had been 
allowed to pass by unregarded ; no attention 
whatever hatl been paitl to the health of the 
soldiers, either in the transports or abroad, the 
consef[U('nce of which neglect had been a dreadful 
morlalily ; and thus the safety of the British 
West Indies had been put to the hazard, and a 
heavy disgrace had been thrown upon our mi- 
litary reputation. Instead of sweeping, by prompt 
and decisive mcasufes, our despised enemy from 
liis colonies, those who held the reins of govern- 
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iiient ill this country had suffered him to assume 
the character of an invader, and to ravage a part 
of our own colonics, and to prey upon our colonial 
commerce, with almost perfect impunity. While 
the ministers had in their hands all the re- 
sources of a mighty empire, was it, the opposition 
asked, was it to be borne, that thousands of lives 
and millions of treasure should be lavished, in 
the melancholy purchase of disaster and shame? 
No ! the liusiness was one which, on the face of 
it, called for enquiry, and they hoped that the 
lioiise, for the sake of its own credit, would not 
fail to enter upon a thorough investigation. 

'idle piincipal share in the defence of the mi- 
nisters fell to the lot of Mr. Dundas, an advocate 
never deficient in boldness. He denied that 
the force originally employed was inadequate 
to its object, and that he or his colleagues had 
ever neglected to provide, to the full extent of 
their means, for the health or the comfort of the 
troops. It had not. he said, been in the power 
of the government to make greater exertions 
than those wdfich they had made. 'Fhe ministers 
had, on the contrary, strained every nerve to put 
our army in the western islands on a formidable 
footing ; and, in prixif that they had done so, he 
leferred copiou-sly to documents and dates. I’lie 
disasters which bad occurred were uniloubtedly 
great, and much to be lamented, but they were, 
be contended, of a kind which could not have 
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• been warded off, or even foreseen, by human 
wisdom. Tiicre was, in short, not tlie shtulovv 
of a pretext for the accusatoiy motion with 
which the ministers were now threatened by their 
uncandid opponents. 

Some of the papers were, at length, granted ; 
many others were refused, tlie inipcjliey of pro- 
ducing them being pleaded as the cause of the 
refusal. On those which were laid upon the 
table no proceeding was ultimately adopted : 
for, though Mr. Sheridan gave notice of a motion, 
he had not time to bring it forward, a dissolution 
of the Parliament having taken place before tlie 
jieriod which he had li.xed for his motion. 

'J'o the Maroons, the war against whom has 
been narrated in the lirst volume, the attention 
of Parliament was tw'ice called ; once in the 
session of 179 ^, and again in that of 1798. The 
employment of the blood hounds, to track them 
in their recesses, gave rise to the first debate. 
I’he subject was introduced by General Macleod, 
who moved an address to his Majesty, to lay 
betore the House whatever dispatches had been 
received respecting the mode of carrying on the 
war against the Maroons. He considered the 
use of the dogs as being a blot on the national 
character, and shocking to humanity; and in 
this opinion he was warmly joined by several 
members. The motion was opposed by Mr. 
Dundas, and by others, on the ground that the 
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general had no better authority for making itj 
than an unauthenticated private letter ; that the 
Maroons were a faitliless and murderous race 
that, even supposing the dogs to have been used. 
they had not l)een used for the purpose of de- 
struction, but merely of discovering the haunts of 
the enemy ; and that it was not to be imagined 
tliat the government would permit any of its 
agents to act in an inliuman manner. 

Tlicse arguments were by no means satis- 
factory to the members of the other side, who 
persisted in maintaining that the Maroons were 
a inuch-injured people, and that it was disgraceful’ 
to us to call in to the assistance of our soldiers 
sucli auxiliaries as blood hounds. General 
Macleod, nevertheless, finally consented to with- 
draw his motion. 

Offended hy the mention of his name in the 
debate, the Earl of Balcarras, tlic governor of 
Jamaica, published, in tlie Gazette of that island, 
a letter which reflected upon the general, and 
this produced an angry correspondence between 
them, which’, however, did not lead to any 
disagreeable result. 

The transi)ortation of the Maroons to Nova 
Scotia was the occasion of the notice of Par- 
liament being again called to them. The subject 
was taken up by General Walpole, by whom the 
treaty, in 1795, was concluded, and who now 
moved that the House should resolve itself into 
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•a committee, to examine the ciirumstances of 
the negociation, and of the subsequent departure 
from the terms of that tr< aty. Indignant at the 
idea of having, as he expressed himself, been 
made an instrument to dupe and entrap the 
Maroons, he censured, with much asperity of 
language, the inan\ier in which the Assembly of 
Jamaica had acted, and he contended that the 
Maroons had been basely and perfidiously treated, 
'fhey had, he said, observed every article faith- 
fully, and had been made the victims of the 
piide and jealousy of the Assembly, by which 
unworthy body of men they ha<l i)een banished 
to a cold, inhospitable climate, without the 
slightest attention having been paid to their 
remonstrances and intrealics, or to his own offer 
of giving satisfactory evidence in their favour. 

It was affirmed, on the other side, by Mr. 
Dundas, Mr. Barham, and Mr. Sewell, that the 
Maroons, by their ob.stiiiately holding out beyond 
the period fixed for their surrender, had forfeited 
all claim to be entitled to the terms of the treaty ; 
that the step which the Assembly had taken was 
an act of prudence, which circumstances rendered 
necessary ; that every thing that was possil)le 
had been done for the comfort of the Maroons 
in their new place of residence ; that the known 
humanity of Sir John Wentworth, the governor 
of Nova Scotia, was a sufficient guarantee that 
they would be treated with the utmost kindness ; 
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and that, in point of fact, they were at j)rescnt 
more happily situated than they had been wlien 
they were living in the monr. tains of Jamaica. 
The House admitted the validity of this reasoning, 
and the motion was in consequence negatived, 
by thirty-four noes against only five ayes. 

The retention of that repository of pestilence, 
the island of St. Domingo, was the next subject 
of complaint with the party in opposition. On 
the eighteenth of May, 1797, a motion was 
made by Mr. St.John, that “an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, praying that he would 
bo graciously pleased to give directions that the 
troops in St. Domingo should forthwith be 
withdrawn. Mr. Fox was the seconder of this 
motion. 

Severely censuring the conduct of the war in 
every part of the world, Mr. St. John especially 
reprobated our trans-Atlantic operation.s, as 
having been marked by a series of the grossest 
blunders. Look at the subject, he said, in 
whatever point of view we would, it was im- 
possible to find any thing like a vindication of 
the proceedings of the ministers. Those who 
thought the re-establishment of the French 
monarchy to be essentially necc.ssary, and here 
he referred to the juiblishcd opinion of Mr. 
Burke, must look with disgust u|)on distant 
expeditions, as a waste of that strength which 
might be employed nearer home, in a more 
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• effectual manner. Those who considered the 
conquest of colonies to be proper, must dissent 
from the mode in which it liad l)cen attempted 
to accomplish that object. But as to St. Domingo, 
there never had been a hope of reilucing it under 
our authority, defended as it w'^as by twenty-five 
thousand men, besides forty thousand revolted 
negroes. Yet, on this desperate enterprise we 
had squandered several millions of money, and, 
what was still worse, the lives of several thousands 
of our bravest soldiers. To counterbalance all 
this loss, we were not, he said, in possession of 
a single advantage ; as, notwithstanding our pos- 
session of Cape Nicholas Mole, the privateers of 
the enemy committed incessant depredations upon 
our trade, and we did not receive any imports from 
that fragment of the colony which, at such a vast 
expenso, we still retained. On these grounds, he 
trusted that the House would adopt the address 
which he now proposed to it. 

As usifeil on such occasions, Mr. Dundas 
was the ministerial champion. His first attempt 
was to overthrow the opinion expressed by iVIr. 
Burke, and this part of his speech was discre- 
ditable to its author, as its language could be at- 
tributed only to gross sophistry, or to a degree of 
ignorance which was disgraceful in a ststesmuu. 
Confounding entirely times and circumstances, 
•he laid it down as a principle, that a war against 
France must be a colcmial one; that no other 
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kind of war could be a v, ise one ; that the war oi 
1756 having been glorious, this must be more ; 
and that coiLsequentlj^ he was justified in ridi- 
culing what lie was pleased, wilh his accustomed 
hardihood, to call, the new-fangled ideas ot 
peace and war, which lie sometimes heaid 
iiroachcd/' fichad forgotten tlial bis colleagues 
had truly represented this to be a war essentially 
diflering in its nature from any of those? in which 
we liad formerly been engaged ; and that we had 
never, till now, had allies in the bosom of tlu' 
hostile country imploring our aid. The oppo- 
sition did not receive beiun* treatment than IVIr. 
liurkeat the hands of Mr. Dniidas. i le f)rougiH 
against them a charge -oi inconsistcnc} , because 
at one period they had accused him of ik ;!r c'.in ' 
the colonics, and on thc^ contrary, thrv i(j'\ 
censured Iiiiii for paying loo exclii^ivr^ an .Oteii 
tion to them. The defence of tlie retenlion oi 
St. Domingo he rested, partly on the value of thi 
island to France, but jirincipally on the ground 
that our keeping possession of the colony was the 
best mode o-f securing the safety of Jamaica, 
whicli would be pul to tbo hazard w’er(^ St. 
JJomingo in the power of the enemy, especially 
while the revolted iK.groes were in arms. Sliould 
the latter olitain the ascendency, he considered 
the jirojicrty of Jamaica as scarcely worth a 
single year’s purchase. That there was a great 
mortality, he confessed ; but he hoped that it 
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would cease; nor could he agree that troops’" 
ought not to be sent to a place where the climate 
was deleteriors. As to tlic expense it would, in 
future, not be inoie than ttirce liuudred thousand 
jrounds annually ; against which sum was to be 
set o(F the revenue derived lVom the colony, 
which, notwithstanding what had been asserted, 
was not insignificant, the pro<iucc of our part of 
the colony having been to the value of a million 
and a half in tlie year 17yb’, and given employ- 
ment to no less than four hundred vessels. 

The charge of inconsistency called forth u 
masterly refutation from Mr, Fox. He and his 
friends had, he said, insisted, and they were still 
of the same opinion, lliat, if colonial conquests 
ought to he made, the force entrusted to Sir 
Charles Ony' was inadequate to its purpose, 
ihit uhat contradiction was there between this 
idea, and the idea that nothing ought to -have 
been attempted against St. Domingo? Then, 
turning the tables upon the accusers of his party, 
he forcibly contended that the .folly of having 
acted inconsistently belonged to them alone. 
They had admitted the justice of Mr. Burke’s 
principle as .to the nature of the war, and that 
being once admitted, his reasoning was unan- 
swerable ; yet, in their mode of carrying on tlie 
war, they had acted in direct opposition to that 
v^ry principle. C^^rtainly, as far as regarded 
, the re-establishment of the French monarchy, 
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the reduction of all the French colonies was of, 
no utility whatever. The government, it ap- 
peared, had not policy enough either to adopt or 
reject wholly the system of Mr. Burke. They 
adopted it so far as to rouse all France to arms, 
but not so far as to make it the leading .object of 
the war, though it was only by pursuing the latter 
course, that there was any chance of a beneficial 
result. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Wilberforce 
and Mr. Bryan Edwards, who, nevertheless, 
thought that the plan which had been pursued 
was an erroneous one, and that our force ought 
to be concentrated for the protection of those 
colonies which were yet sound and untainted. 
It was more elaborately objected to by Dr. 
Laurence, on the ground that, though we ought, 
at the beginning of the war, to have devoted our 
military force to higher purposes, it would, at 
this moment, be impolitic to relinquish acqui- 
sitions, which would give us weight in a nego- 
tiation, and which enabled us now tp hold some- 
what in check the republican ' cruizers in the 
West Indian seas. It would also, he urged, be 
disgraceful to fly from St. Domingo, as the 
measure would be looked upon merely as an 
indirect compliance with the enemy’s doctrine of 
treating on the basis of their laws and constitution, 
and especially as it wouLd deliver up to the fuiy 
of a remorseless foe, thosjS plant^lfs who had . 



RELATIVE TO TUB WEST INDIES, 


19 


•thrown themselves into our arras in the hope of 
receiving an efficient protection. 

The motion of Mr. St. John was finally 
negatived by a hundred and sixteen voices 
against thirty-one. 

In the third book of this history,* it has 
been shewn, in what a dishonourable manner the 
grant of the duties called the four and a half per 
cent. Leeward Island duties, was extorted from the 
fears and the weakness of the Bat badians, by that 
base and profligate monarch, the second Charles. 
It has also been shewn, there, that many of the 
conditions of the grant were never performed by 
those in whose favour it was made; the Barba- 
dians having been compelled to pay the duties, 
without receiving even the very inadequate com- 
pensation. for which they stipulated in return. 
The fund thus obtained, and the mode of dis- 
posing of it, had, however, long remained un- 
noticed in Parliament, and would, in all pro- 
bability, haye remained so still longer, had not a 
pension, payable from this fund, been given, 
towards the close of the year 1794, to Mr. Burke. 
This was a circumstance which, considering the 
bitterness of the politics of that period, was not 
likely to escape the lynx-eyed vigilance, 'nor the 
heavy censure, of the party in opposition. It did 
not escape ; it formed the basis of a motion, in 
tKe House of Peers, by the Earl of Lauderdale, 
'on the fourth "of March, 17^96. 

.* Vol. I, p. 380. 
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The motion of Jiis Lor^l^hip was, that an- 
addrcss be presented to his l^ajesty, praying him 
to give orders that the fourlatid a half per Cent. • 
duties,- arising in Barbadoes and , the Leeward 
Islands, be applied to the repairing aind erecting 
of fortifications, and' other public uses, for the 
safety of the said islands. 

On this occasion only two Peers took part 
in the debate, if debate it may be Called. The 
Earl of Lauderdale was on the one side, and 
Lord Grenville on the other. It was contended, 

. by the noble mover, • that the fund was granted 
for the defence and fortification of the islands, 
that this use of it had been solemnly recognized 
by Parliament itself, that any application of it to 
other purposes was a manifest abuse, and that, 
the ministers having applied it in an improper 
manner, it was necessary, by .a solemn vote of 
the House, to prevent a repetition of such illegal 
conduct. In reply to this, it was asserted, by 
Lord Grenville, that the per centage was originally 
given for the expres use of the crown, and as an 
acknowledgment of a right which belonged to the 
crown, that the particular instance, which had 
been alluded to, of the interference of Parliament, 
proved nothing against, the royal rights, that 
pensions had always been granted out of this 
,ddnd, and that, consequently, there was no 
pretext for consenting to the motion which whs 
now brought forward. TI^.Eaii ofLauderdald 
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• niaintdinecl, in answer, tlmt Lord Grenville had 
tnis-stated some of the facts, and mis-applied 
others, and thjit the .arguments upon which the 
motion was /ouhded, were unshaken by any 
thing which had been urged against them. The 
motion was, however, negatived by a large ma- 
jority ; there being only six Peers in its favour, 
while against it there were forty-two. 

After this decision the question of the Lee- 
ward Island duties slept for fifteen years. In 
1812, Mr.-Creevey again brought the subject 
forward. His object was the same as that which 
had, so many years before, been avowed by Lord 
Lauderdale, namely, to apply the produce of the 
duties to the defence of the colonies. . But his 
reasoning was lost upon the House of Commons, 
and a negative was, of course, put upon his 
proposal, for the appointment of a committee. 

During the continuance of the first war with 
France, little more, that calls for notice, passed 
with respect to the West Indian colonies. One 
measure has already been alluded to, which, 
though it passed unopposed, was in a short time 
productive of important effects. This was the 
reduction, made in the session of 1796, and again 
in that of 1799, of a part of the drawback pre- 
viously allotted on the exportation of sugar ; a 
step which was taken ui^r ^‘erroneous idea 
/hat, as foreigners could'hot do without sugar, and 



LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS 


as they must procure it from England, they might 
be made to bear a portion of the duties with 
which the commodity was burtheQed. But it was 
soon discovered that the reitsoning which had 
led to the adoption pf the measure Was fallacious, 
and that the comparatively trifling saving which 
was made by the tokening of the drawback was 
heavily counterbalanced, by the diminished sale 
of sugar, and the consequent distresses of the 
colonial proprietors. 

In the last year of the war. Sir William Scott 
brought into the Commons’ House a bill, for the 
bett^ regulation of prize courts in our trans- 
Atlantic possessions, the chief purpose of which 
was, to limit the number to three courts, sitting 
at Jamaica, Martinico, and Halifax, of which the 
judges were to be selected from tbe English bar. 
The measure on the whole was generally ap- 
proved of by the House ; but to a clause, which 
enacted that on retiring the judges should have 
pensions for life, an objection was started, on 
the ground of itt having a tendency to increase 
the influenctrof the crown. The validity of the 
objection was admitted, and the clause was mo-' 
difled. The judges were to be allowed a salary 
f^O**sand a year, during their continuance 
iuAUfee, and half that sum annually, after their 
J^gnation, provid<^ th^ had served for a certain 
period. s 

^ The peace, which was^l^^luded Im a few 
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• months after the passi^ of this act, was severely 
censured in Parliament, by many eminent states- 
men, and their censure^ f<?II with scarcely less 
weight upon that part of the conditions which 
related to- the West Indies \than upon that part 
which related to Europe. It was repeatedly 
objected, in strong terms, that the ministers had 
restored, to Prance far more than they ought, and 
that they had been culpably negligent on two 
essential points, one of which ws^s the putting 
beyond dispute the right of cutting logwood at 
Honduras, the other, the securing to the British 
settlers the property which they had vested, to 
an enormous amount,, in the conquered colonies. 

While this subject was under discussion, a 
fresh subject of complaint arose, in ihe-sailing of 
a large French fleet and a powerful army, to St. . 
Domingo ; a cirbumstance which the opponents 
•of the' ministers considered as being fraught with 
peril to our colonies, in case the French ruler 
should be perfidiously disposed, and, at all events, 
with expense to the country, and with alarm to 
the colonists. By thfe ministers, on the contrary, 
it was asserted that there was no cause to doubt 
the pacific feelings of the French ruler, and that 
it was politic to allow him to pht dovirn the negro 
republic ; which could hot exist.' without endan- 
gering the safety of our„,pw^^ossessions. Mr. 
Addington, in partigjijffi^, deslteated the black go- 
vernment an ^isOTpation, undeclared- that the 
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ministers would not have.., been justified had they- ' 
prevented the sailing' of the armament. Little, 
however, can rationally be urged in favour of that 
policy which, between the signing of the prelimi- 
naries and the conclusion of the definitive treaty, 
permitted the first Consul to send to the West 
Indies so funnidable an expedition as that which 
he dispatched to St. Domingo. Had the negoti- 
ations been abruptly broken off between the two 
states, before the French army was worn down 
by the climate and the contest with the blacks, 
.the consequences might have been fatal to our 
colonies in the west. That a British naval force 
was sent to that quarter is true ; but a naval force 
has not always been found a sufficient protection 
from the* enterprises of an active and intelligent 
invader. 

Though that which had been feared did not 
happen, yet one disagreeable consequence did ac- 
tually result to us from tliis expedition." It 
widened the breach which already existed be- 
tween the government of the parent country 
and the crionists of Jamaica. The colonists 
had some solid causes of complaint ; and they 
believed themselves to have still more, for among 
their grievances they enumerated the .struggles 
which lied so long been made for the abolition of 
the traffic in slaveil^ Seating aside, however, their 
imaginary ^ wropg|f*u mSji^iJbe proper to give a\ 
brief sketch of which hAyL^real existence. 
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• The first of the well-founded reasons for the 
discontent of tlie planters of Jamaica^ w>as the 
conduct of the British- tfeinistry, in- pififtlnaeiously 
thrusting upon them a blacli-t force, in spite of 
their fears, their remonstrances, and even of their 
willingness to-leave no pretext for the employing 
of such a force. It has, in a preceding part of 
this volume, been seen that, in order to avert the 
threatened evil of being compelled to receive 
negro regiments, the Assembly consented to pro- 
vide for the pay and subsistence of two thousand 
white troops, and that the necessary vote was ac- 
cordingly passed. Notwithstanding this, how- 
ever, the ministry w'ould not relinquish their fa- 
vourite scheme. In direct violation of at least an 
implied compact, they actually sent to Jamaica 
the second, West India regiment. It must be 
owned that, on this occasion, the alarm of the 
planters was by no means a childish one. The 
presence of an army of negroes, comparatively 
free, filled with all the pride of their profession,, 
in the midst of a slave population, and .therefore 
a degraded one, cannot, on many accounts, be 
otherwise than dangerous to the safety of the 
^yhite proprietors.. Even had the planters not 
been exposed to the more sbrious peril of a 
general revolt, there was some^ng sufficiently 
appalling in the idea that mati^of the disciplined 
negroes might escape fastnesses of the 

interim’, and tbea^^l^cr rJI^ them new and 
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more formidable bands of Maroons, to spread 
terror and havoc through the surrounding estates. 
Jamaica was. but too well acquainted with the 
losses and sufferings which were inflicted by a 
Maroon war, and naturally dreaded the repetition 
of such a misfortune. Yet the repetition was not 
improbable. Some of the black troops" had de- 
serted, and there was no reason to hope' that they 
would not make a full use of all their powers of 
mischief, whether natural or acquired. The as- 
sembly was keenly alive to all these circumstances, 
and it repeatedly and urgently prayed to the 
British government, to be relieved from the sight 
of men whom it could not consider in any other 
light than that of enemies in disguise. The go- 
vernment, however, was obstinately deaf upon 
this momentous subject. 

, The next theme of complaint with the co- 
lonists was the excessive taxation of their com- 
modities, by which they were absolutely de- 
prived of the means of making any profit on their 
capitals. As if sugar' and rum were articles 
which had^an inherent power of resisting the 
effect of heavy imposts, the ministers continued 
to make additions tq the duties upon them, while 
by diminishing the drawback upon sugar, they in 
a great , measure shut it out from the foreign 
market. It was 'also urged that, at the same 
time, they admitted ’to-asrinapolitic and even de-\ 
structive competi^n the^^ni^ of the East, 

* 73 - ' 
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• which was manufactured under none of the dis-^ 
advantages of that which was inlported from the 
West. ' The Jamaica planters, stated, and they 
supported their statement bjMdocumcuts, tliat they 
.w#re not in a condition to bear the heavy burthens 
which were heaped upon them with so little thought, 
or SO' little .mercy. They pleaded that their 
estates were in general deeply mortgaged, that 
their outgoings were heavy, that their profits were 
always precarious, and that those profits had 
progressively sunk lower and lower, till they had 
at length become insufficient to furnish the means 
of existence, while upon the article of rum there 
was a positive and severe loss. , Nothing less 
than ruin stared them, they said, in the face, un- 
less some relief were afforded to them. All this, 
however, was unavailing to relax the close grasp 
of fiscal avidity. The ministers seem to have 
thought it quite enough to reply, that the colonists 
had ■ no reason to murmur, their trade having 
always been a favoured and often a gainful one, 
and that the duties did not fall upon the planter, 
but solely upon the persons who consumed his 
produce. Than this' last assertion, a more 
wretched sophism, or rather . misrepresentation, 
for it does not rise to the-rank of a ^phism, can- 
not well be imagined. IWhile the Consumption 
remains undiiniuished by taction,' it is ob^ous 
that the tax falls upon tlie. consumer of the article ; 
but, the moment tlii^ r^ses the price above 
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the meahs or the inclination of the consumer, it” 

A 

is equally obvious that the tax operates as a pro- 
hibition, and falls with a deadly weight upon the 
manufacturer of the prohibited article, and upon 
him alone. * 

While sucli were the feelings and the situation 
of the planters, it is not to be supposed that they 
could, with any degree of patience, listen to a . 
proposal of making a still further drain upon 
finances which were already in so exhausted 
a stale. The proposal was, however, made. 
Let us now see on what grounds it was made. 

From the period when a military force was 
first stationed in Jamaica, the people of that 
island had, as a free gift, provided additional 
subsistence, barracks, and hospital allowances 
for the troops. In the year 1773, the Council 
and Assembly pledged themselves to provide, 
thenceforth, such additional subsistence for any 
force, not exceeding three thousand men, which 
might be sent for their protection. This pledge 
they more than redeertied. When, in 1791, the 
disturbancSs broke out in St. Domingo, the 
planters were so greatly alarmed b^ them, that 
they applied to the^ government at home for an 
increase in the number of the troops by which 
Jamaica was guarded. '''*The increase for which 
they prayed was, however, not granted to them 
without a stipulation that they should be charged 
with whatever expense be incurred by this 
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• mq^ure, beyond that of the regular peace esta- 
blishiiient. With this condition the fears of the 
planfers induced them,' at length, to comply; 
they, at the same time, asserting, in an address 
to'his Majesty, their constitutional right to equal 
protection with any part of the British empire, 
and believing that the necessity for this augmen- 
tation of the stationary force would speedily 
cease to exist. . Affairs rested in this situation 
till 1797, when the dread of the black regiments 
induced the Assembly to make that offer, which 
has before 'been mentioned, of maintaining two 
thousand white troops, at the sole expense of the 
colony. But the black troops having been sub- 
sequently sent to Jamaica, the Assembly was, of 
course, released from the performance of its 
share of the corripact into which it had entered. 
It now Remains to be shown what use was made 
of these precedents, of which two were inappli- 
cable, and two were flagrantly unjust. 

On the 17th of June, 1802, the lieutenant- 
governor of Jamaica sent down a message to the 
Assembly, in which he called upon it to take on 
itself the whole expense of maintaining the mili- 
tary force, not exceeding five thousand men, for 
tlie defence of the island. In order to render 
more palatable this strange demand, he promised 

. that the British governmeat,wohld withdraw the 
black regiment, and consent that in future no 
corps of that deBC^Uqn j^ould be introduced 
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into Jamaica, without the concurrence of the 
House. He also informed the Assembly that it 
would no longer have to provide for the twentieth 
regiment of dragoons, one of those w’hich were 
furnished in 1791, and which was now to be re- 
called ; and he argued that as the House, at a 
much less critical moment than the present, had 
agreed to pay two thousand additional troops, it 
could not reasonably object to take upon itself 
the payment of the live thousand men which his 
message required. A hope was held out, that, 
at some period or other, an opportunity would 
be afforded of diminishing the number of the 
troops, in consequence of “ the restoration of 
good order and subordination in the French 
islands.” 'The “ immense debt contracted* by 
the mother country,” and “ the absolute neces- 
sity of her resorting to some extraoirdinai^ means 
to enable her to support her increased naval and 
military establishments,” were the reasons which 
the lieutenant-governor assigned for making this 
startling call upon the Jamaica planters. 

Whether this message was received with 
most surprise ot anger it would, perhaps, be dif- 
ficult to say. The House answered it by a posi- 
tive refusal to comply with the demand, and it 
reviewed, at considerable' length, and with no 
small share of asperity, the conduct which the 
British ministry had for some years pursued to- 
wards the cql;^ists of Jamaica. It denied that 



RELATIVE TO THE WEST INDIES, 

,the twentieth regiment of dragoons, the with- 
drawing of which was now held up as an act of 
favour, was, ever intended to be a permanent 
charge upon the island, and it spake of the 
agreement,' respecting the two thousand men, as 
having been originally obtained by ungenerous 
means, and subsequently annulled, by the viola-' 
tion of its conditions on the part of the ministers. 
Founding upon “ constitutional right and jus- 
tice ” its refusal to grant the supplies for the five 
thousand men, it added thaC oven did it possess 
the will, it had not the power to comply, and it 
proceeded to justify this assertion, by drawing a 
melancholy picture of the burthens and griev- 
ances under which the colony was at this mo- 
ment labouring; among which it enumerated 
“ the ruinous and oppressive duties,’’ and the 
prohibition of exporting, in American vessels, 
any of the staple productions of the island, 
except rum and molasses. An attempt to soften 
the language of this answer was negatived by 
twenty-four voices against six, and the answer 
was then voted in its original form. 

Four days after the sending of his first message, 
the governor sent a second, requesting to be en- 
trusted with the control of tlie bsurradt department, 
and to be allowed to rajj^e a cc(tf6 of artificers. 
Here again he was unsuccessftd. The House was 
not in a mood to yield any thing which it had the 
power to retain ; and^it accordingly replied, that 
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tiic season was too far advanced to enter upon 
the discussion of such an. important subject, and 
that it was desirous to postpone, till the ensuing 
session, the consideration of the governor’s re- 
quest. This was carried by fifteen voices against 
eleven. 

The ministers seem to have been exceedingly 
disconcerted by their defeat. They, neverthe- 
less, returned to the charge. In his dispatch to 
the lieutenant-governor, Lord Hobart laid it 
down as a principle that the island of Jamaica 
did “ not contribute its full proportion to the 
gcncial expenses of the empire from which he 
deduced, as a consequence, that the inhabitants 
were not justified in refusing to make provision 
for the pay and .'^ubsistcncc of the troops. He 
relied on the prcccdenis of 1791 and 1797, to 
prove the fact that the colonists had always been 
expected to provide, for whatever force, beyond 
the regular establi.shment, might be required for 
theif protection j aqtl, with respect to the com- 
pact of 1797, he added, that the government liad 
only “ dissolved it,‘ and not violated it, as had 
been inadvertently stated by the Assembly.” 
Hoping, perhaps, that a mo'je moderate demand 
than the former one woulu find grace in the sight 
of the Assembly, his loj^ship now instructed the 
lieutenant-governor to ask for the pay and sub- 
sifitence of only three thousand men, and he as- 
signed as a 'reason for thns^ lowering his demand, V 
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the events which had lately taken place at St. 
Domingo, the reduction in the army on that 
island, and the return of the French squadron 
from that station to Europe.” This language, it 
should be remembered, was held by one of those 
very ministers who had considered, or affected 
to consider, the ascendancy of the blacks in St. 
Domingo as so alarming an evil, that it was ad- 
visable to get rid of it at the hazard of allowing 
an immense French armament to sail to the 
West Indies, before the negociation was even 
commenced for a definitive treaty. Yet, now, the 
wasting away of the French army, and the suc- 
cess of the blacks, weie rcpiesented as contri- 
buting to the security of Jamaica. The dispatch 
concluded with a threat which, to say the least 
of it, was grossly impolitic. The Assembly was 
told that, if it would lend its concurrence to the 
new pioposal, the second West India regiment 
should be removed ; but that otherwise “ the 
intention of removing the black troops must-be 
laid aside.” 

• It was not till the close of November, 1803, 
that this dispatch w'as communicated to the 
House by the lieutenant-governor. The tnessage 
which accompanied it «'as obviously hiteoded as 
an appeal to theii feelings ^li^rideand patriotism. 
The House, however, was not to be seduced by 
smooth words. It showed as sirong a dislike itp 
the present scheme as it had shewn to the scheme 

• VdL. Vf. D 
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of the preceding year. Denying that it did not 
contribute its full share to the expenses of the 
empire, and standing hrmly upon Its constitutional 
claim to equal protection, which claim it declared 
that it would never relinquish nor compromise, 
it positively refused to make any provision beyond 
that which it had been accustomed to make. 
The sum which it voted, in the year 1802, for 
the troops on the island establishment, including 
2O,000Z. to the commander in chief, the Assembly 
stated at 2 10,000/. being more than ten times the 
charge at the commencement of the American 
war ; and it declared that as large a sum would 
be necessary for the following year, which alone 
would be equal to an annual poll-tax of thirteen 
shillings. This, too, at a period 'when, for four 
years, the planters had had neWly their whole 
income torn from them by the operation of duties 
which were pretended to fall upon the consumer, 
but which left nothing to the grower for labour or 
capital. 

The House Jhen proceeded forcibly to retrace 
all the grievances' of- which it had complained on 
the former occasion, and it added to them the cir- 
cumstance of being railed upon to - bear fresh 
and intolerable burthens, at the moment when 
measures were adopd^ to relieve the inhabitants 
j P the mother country frmn some portion of the 
l^igbt of their imposts. The past and present 
condp^ of the ministers was again forcibly ani- 
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•madverted upon, a brief but emphatic notice was 
taken of “ the doctrine of dissolving a compact 
at the pleasure of one of the contracting parties,” 
a doctrine which was justly described as being 
destructive of all . confidence, and most alarming 
to the' weaker side,” and a proper censure was 
bestowed on the threat of keeping the black 
regiment in Jamaica, which the Idouse, and 'with 
reason, regarded as an unworthy attempt to 
overawe it into such a decision as would be 
pleasing to the government. This answer to t^ie 
governor’s message was agreed to by the |louse, 
of Assembly without a single dissentient voice. 

The House had scarcely dismissed this sulject 
before its attention was called to another of a 
similar kind. The French, garrisons which sur- 
rendered at St. Domingo had been conveyed to 
Jamaica ; a step which- was certainly not taken 
with any view of benefiting or conciliating the 
colonists. On the ground that the admiral was 
restrained by his instructions from hiring trans- 
ports, the U^utenant-governor now applied to the 
House of Assembly, to vote a sum' of money to 
enable him to procure the vessels which were 
necessary to carry the prisoners to Europe. The 
sum required was about fifly:th’oii^5ffld pounds ; 
but, as the number of th^^ptivi^. v^s soon after 
nearly doubled, tlie whole expense could 

scarcely have been less than; a hundred thousand 
pounds.. 'Though the House was in no small 
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degree alarmed by tlie presence of a body of 
French troops, twice as stiong as the British 
force then in the island, it refused to vote any 
part of the money which was demanded, and it 
accompanied its refusal with a request that the 
governor would use all the means in his povrer 
for the speedy removal of these dangerous in- 
mates. ' • * 

Irritated by his want of success, the lieutenant- 
governor, on his proroguing the Assembly, gave 
vent to his feelings, in a manner which could not 
fail of exciting anger and disgust in those whom 
he addressed. After iiaving petulantly expressed 
his regret that the raembeis of the Assembly had 
not given him an opportunity of thanking them 
for the supplies which were wanted for their own 
defence, he still more offensively expressed his 
hope that, upon maturer consideration, they 
“ would feel the propiiety of supporting govern- 
ment in the most effectual manner at their next 
meeting, and thereby restore to themselves it-> 
fullest confidence^ in their 'oyalty and patriotism. ' 
In this language there was something so insulting, 
and so unjust, that it w ould, indeed, have been 
wonderful, had the House allowed it to be used 
with perfect impunity. 

The House did nbit allow it to be so used, 
l^at body met ag^, towards the end of the year 
and one of its first .proceedings was the ap- 
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•pointmcnt of a committee, to take the speech 
into consideration, and to search for precedents. 
The report of the committee was a firm yet tem- 
perate composition. It declared the" speech to 
be an unprecedented and alarming hi each of pri- 
vilege ; and it recommended the passing of a 
series of resolutions, vindicating the aspersed cha- 
racter of the Assembly, stating the large sums 
which had been granted, and branding as uncon- 
stitutional the conduct of the governor. The 
report was approved of, and the resolutions were 
adopted. 

In the contest respecting the supplies the 
Assembly was victorious. Fresh subjects, how- 
ever, of complaint and dispute arose, even before 
the old ones had ceased to exist. Either with a 
design td punish the colonists for being rcfiactory, 
or compelled by the pressure of financial wants, 
the British ministers proposed and obtained a 
large increase of those duties, on rum, and sugar, 
which the colonists represented as being already 
intolerable. In 1803, an additional duty of 
four shillings a hundred was laid upon sugar, 
and, , in the following year, the customs were 
raised twelve, and a half per cent, which mea- 
sure operated, of course, as a *nd con- 

siderable lax upon everj^krticIfr'Of West Indian 
produce. Tiie planters agents called 

meetings, and passed resolu|ii^'; they petitipned, 
memorialized and remonstrated ; but all their 
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efforts were exerted in vain, not the slightest 
diminution being made of the burthens which 
they bore. The House of Assembly itself was 
not more ‘successful, though an elaborate report, 
drawn up by one of its committees, fully esta- 
blished the fact, that the most pernicious con- 

if; 

sequences had arisen to the planters;: from the 
heavy duties imposed upon their produce, and 
from the recent impolitic encouragement which 
had been given to sugar manufactured in our 
oriental possessions. On this occasion, heavy 
censure of the attempt to abolish the slave-trade 
held a prominent place in the report ; and it is 
not improbable that, in the minds of many 
persons, the introduction of it excited a prejudice 
against those parts of the report which were 
really deserving of deliberate attention. 

So much on the alert, and it must be owned 
•’so wisely, was the House with respect to its pri- 
vileges, that a bill framed by the Board of Trade 
having been sent out, for the purpose of being 
proposed to the Colonial legislature, the Assembly 
refused to receive it. In a resolution which it 
came to, •the House declared that “ any attempt 
by that Board or any other to. direct or in- 
fluence the procedings of the House in matters of 
internal regulation, by^ny previous proposition 
or decision on il'hat is referred to or under 
their consideration and deliberation, is an in- 
terference with the appropriate functions of the 
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.House, which it is their bounden duty never to 
submit to.” 

At the moment when the Assembly thus 
spiritedly vindicated its rights, its attention was 
also occupied by a subject of the utmost impor- 
tance, This subject was nothing less than the 
suspension of that intercourse with the American 
states, which had hitherto been permitted to the 
West-India islands, and by means of which alone 
tliey were furnished with the supplies which were 
in fact essential to their very existence. Almost 
since the commencement of the war, in 1793, 
the British shipping owners had relinquished the 
carrying trade of lumber and provisions, and 
employed their vessels in a more gainful manner. 
The natural consequence of this was, that the 
governors of the colonies were under the neces- 
sity of dispensing witli the observance of the na- 
vigation laws, and jjerraitting the supply of 
lumber and provisions to be imported into the 
islands in neutral vessels. For this plainly-com- 
pelled, and indeed meritorious, breach of the law, 
they had been regularly indemnified, till the year 
1801, by acts of the British legislature, by which 
time the breach of the law had grown so com- 
pletely into a custom, that even acts of indemnity 
seem to have been coil^derc^ as wholly unne- 
cessary. 

In the year 1804, a sudden change 

took place. This has l^^<^ttributed to the re- 
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pre!>entations of the Britsh ship-owners, whose 
vessels were no longer fully employed in other 
branches of commerce, and who, therefore, be- 
came anxious to recover that carrying trade which 
they had so long neglected. A cry was in con- 
sequence raised against the illegality and impolicy 
of admitting the Americans to enjoy those ad- 
vantages uhich, of right, belonged only to British 
subjects. It was not wonderful that such clamours 
should be favourably listened to by the ministers, 
whose measures had been so roughly censured, and 
whose plans had been foiled, by the West Indian 
colonists. Another pretext was also brought 
forward, to justify the step v, hich it w as resolved 
to take. It was said that the Americans smuggled 
into the colonies, to a great extent, a variety of 
articles, especially German linens, and the pro- 
ductions of the East, to the serious injury of 
the manufactures and commerce of the mother 
country. To put an end to this prejudicial inter- 
course was, therefore, only an act of justice to the 
parent state. ' 

In pursuand^ of this new system, instructions 
uere sent, out to th^ governors of the islands, 
forbidding them, ** except in cases of real and 
very great necessity,” to*opeo the" ports for the 
admission of 'Such "lurticles from the American’ 
states as were nolen^owcd to4}e imported by law.. 
Tbe^e instructioits wei^'ii|amed into effect by the 
'tidutenant-governor of'JEimaaicaiOn the twenty-first 
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.of November, 1804, on which ^ay he publicly 
notified that^ after the expiration of six months, 
a stop must be put to the neutral trade. Alarmed 
beyond measure by this unexpected proceeding, 
the Assembly addressed the lieutenant-governor ; 
statjng the fatal consequences which must inevi- 
tably xesult from shutting up tlm poits, there 
being no- means of obtaining sustenance for the 
slaves, or even for his Majesty’s forces, without a 
continuance of that intercourse which was about 
to be destroyed. He was therefore entreated to 
recal his order, until the Assembly had had an 
opportunity of representing to his Majesty the 
destruction which was impending over their pro- 
perties and lives. 

In reply to this, the governor expressed his re- 
gret that the imperative nature of his instructions 
prevented him from complying with the wish of 
the House ; and he recommended te the represen- 
tatives to lay the case of their constituents before 
Itis Majesty without delay, that an answer might 
be obtained before the time arrived at which his 
order was to commence its operation. 

The House/ ef Assembly lost not a moment 
in following this advice. It petitioned his Ma- 
jesty, on the subject of its grievances, 

and addressed him with respe^^teto.' this new and 
fertile source of calamity. ^Jtj^mmble but earn- 
est language, the framers pfS^address repeated 
and, strengthened the arguhlieats which they had 
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urged to the governor, adding that, in a period of 
war, it was impossible to procure British ships 
and Britisli seamen to carry on the trade, or for 
the British northern colonies at any time to fur- 
nish the supplies, and they declared their full 
reliance that his Majesty, being informed of their 
real situation, would avert from them the ruinous 
and fatal consequences which were inseparable 
from the scheme of closing their ports against 
neutral vessels. 

Affairs remained in this state till the latter 
end of April, when, no redress having been given, 
and tlie time being neai at hand when the ports 
were to be closed, the Assembly addressed to 
the lieutenarrt-governor a long memorial, accom- 
panied by documents, in the hope of inducing 
him to grant a suspension of his order. The 
House seems clearly to have proved, that a simi- 
lar interruption of intercourse had formerly been 
productive of the most deplorable evils to the 
planters, and of dcatli to fifteen thousand negroes, 
and that there was ever; reason to fear that the 
same effects would now arise from the same 
causes. -'It was stated, in this paper, that to 
prevent the absolute ruin of Jamaica, 45ti ad- 
ditional British vessels, navigated' by 286S sea- 
men, must immediately enter into the American 
trade. This memorial, respectful in style, and 
oi%ent in argument, was of no avail; the lieu- 
^ tenant^governor replying that the Strictness of his 
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.instructions was such that be had nothing left 
but to yield to them an implicit obedience. 

At length, however, the lieutenant-governor 
seems to have perceived the existence of that 
“ real and very greats necessity,” which was re- 
quisite to justify him in depswting from the rigid 
letter of the ministerial mandate. On the day 
previous- to that on which the ports were lo be 
closed, he issued a proclamation, extending the 
term for six months ; but he restricted the im- 
ports to flour, corn, corn meal, bread, rice, pease, 
beans, and lumber of every description. Salt 
beef and pork and salted fish were excluded by 
this proclamation, and as they were indispen- 
sable articles of subsistence, they being -the cor- 
rectives of the vegetable diet of the negroes, the 
House once more addressed the governor, and, 

for once, with success. It was answered that, 

* 

since the appearance of the French squadron had 
occasioned martial law to be proclaimed, the 
custom-house officers had been instructed to ad- 
mit salted provisions, and that it was hoped that 
all apprehensions on that score would be quieted 
by the speedy arrival of the fleet from Cork. 

Here ended the dispute, and it will presently 
be seen that steps were taken at hbine to prevent 
a recurrence of it. In the I^eeward' Islands all 
had, in the mean^time, remained in a state of 
tranquillity. For this they indebted to the 
prudence of their giJvernoij Lord Lavington, , 
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who conceiving “ a real and very great neces- 
fcity” to be in existence, wisely permitted the 
impoi tdtion of supplies from the American con- 
tinent. 

Tite extraction of the shaft, says a great 
Italian poet, does not heal the wound. The 
contest vvitli respect to some of the disputed 
points was now over, but the feelings of irrita- 
tion which it had excited did not immediately 
subside. Besides, tliere still existed other causes' 
of complaint, which were of equal importance. 
The Assembly continued to murmur, that the 
colony was subjected to a load of taxation which 
it was unable to bear ; and, while ’this was yet* 
rankling in its mind, it received intelligence that 
the abolition act had at length received the sanc- 
tion of every bianch of the British legislature. 
This last event speedily provoked from the 
House, a report, and a series of lesolutions, 
drawn up in a tone of half-suppressed anger and 
open despondence, in which all the grievances 
and sufferings of) the is’ind were cRumerated,^ 
and hints were thrown out that, as the plan- 
ters of Jamaica had wantonly and uhconsti- 
tutionally been deprived Of the means of bearing 
the burdens impo$ed upon them, the mother 
country must, after Uhe present year, cease to 
expect any fuither gfants for; the subsistence of 
the troops. So strong was, in various parts, the 
lan^age of this paper as ttlmost to raise a sus- 
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•picion that it was rather the want of power than 
of willj which hept the planters from resorting to 
something more forcible than words, for the as- 
sertion of what they were pleased to consider as 
their violated rights. ' 

Before these feelings of resentment had had 
time to die away, th^ were stimulated into in- 
creased action, by an event which took place in 
the year 1808, and of which the particulars are 
recorded in the next chapter of this volume. 
During the mutiny, of which that chapter makes 
mention, two officers were killed by the mutinous 
negroes. No coroner’s inquest having been held 
on the bodies, the House of Assembly, on its 
meeting in 1809> requested the Duke of Man- 
chester, the governor, to furnish it with copies of 
the military proceedings which had taken place 
with respect to the offenders. This request was 
communicated to the commander-in-chief, who, 
however, not only refused to comply with it, 
but also prohibited all military persons from 
replying to any questions which might be put to 
them by the House. Fired by this insult, the 
House passed a^fesolution, asserting its right to 
examine all persons and papers ; and it issued a 
warrant, requiring the commandOMn-chief to at- 
tend at its bar, to answer for’.it breach of privi- 
lege. The coifanatmder-in-chief set the warrant 
at defiance, and the governor approved of his 
conduct. Determined not to abate a little of its 
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claims, the Assembly issued a second warrant, to 
take the commander-in-chief into custody for 
contempt, censured the governor for the part 
which he had taken, and resolved to proceed to 
no business till a proper reparation had been 
made for the breach of its privileges. In this . 
resolution it persisted with firmness. The go- 
vernor was no less immovable, and the result 
was that he, at length, found himself under the 
necessity of proroguing the House of Assembly. 

A considerable ferment was caused in the island, 
by this unusual and decisive measure. 

This dispute, however, died away, without 
producing any further consequences, and it may, 
in fact, be said to be the last which took place 
between the governor and the legislature of 
Jamaica. An attempt was indeed made in the 
year 1811, to refuse the supplies to the troops, 
but the dissentient party was out-voted. Since 
that period, little or nothing of any moment has 
occurred, except the general alarm which was 
excited by the Slave registry Act, a subject 
which has already been touched upon, in one of 
the preceding chapters. 

The attention of the 'British ministry and le- 
gislature was, at length, seriously turned to the 
distresses of the West Indian colonists. As 
famine was the work evil which the colonists 
could encounter, the first step to be taken was te 
prevent the possibility of its occurring. No sooner, 
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. therefore, did the party of Mr. Fox come into 
office than a circular letter was dispatched to the 
colonial governors, instructing them to continue 
the accustomed intercourse with America, and 
promising that the usual act of indemnity should 
be brought into parliament. At the same time, 
as no such act had pass^ since the year 1801 , 
the governors were indemnified by the legislature 
• for their past proceedings. 

The' compulsion of admitting American 
vessels into the West-India ports, in time of 
war, being considered ^s evident, the ministers 
deemed it improper thaHAje practice should re- 
raaip any longer in its present aApmadous situation. 
For thirteen years the governors of the colonies 
had been exercising the;^ dangerous power of dis- 
pensing with the observance of those laws which 
it was their duty to pii^ntain. It is true, that 
the .most imperious of all necessities bad com- 
pelled them to exercise that power; but their 
conduct, though meritorious, was not, in strict- 
ness, the less illegal. To the ministers it ap- 
peared that, if a discretionary power must some- 
where exist, and that it must so exist could 
scarcely be denied, it would be acting more wisely 
to place it in the hands of the crown, than to 
suffer it to remain with the govo'nors, by whom 
it could not be usdd without a breach of the law. 
There is, indeed, much of impolicy, in habituating, 
men to look upon the laws as trifling obstacles. 
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^which may, without hesitation, be set aside, 
whenever they chance to stand in the way of con- 
venience, or of interest. 

It was with a view of putting an end to this 
unequal and pernicious contest, between the 
wants of the colonists and the laws of the country, 
that, in 1806, a lull "was introduced iq^p the 
Biitish legislature. The bill, after stating the 
necessity of occasionally admitting neutrals into 
the colonial ports, and the expedience of pi ovid- 
ing for the admission of them in a legal manner, 
empowered hii? Majesty in council to authorize, 
under such restrictions as' might seem needful, 
^ti^e governors of the colonies to permit the trade 
to be carried on ; with this proviso, however, tl^t 
neutrals should import no commodities, lun^^ 
and staves excepted, which were not the growth 
and produce of their owti countries,^ and that they 
should not pxport from the colonics any sugar, 
indigo, cotton, coffee or cocoa. 

This bill, apparently simple and just as its 
enactments were, was opposed with a degree of 
hostility scarcely less determined than that which, 
many years before, as may be seen in the fourth 
chapter of the sixth book of this history, was 
manifested against the plan of allowing the West 
Indies to benefit by'supplies from the American 
states. It was brought into tlie Lords, and 
it passed through the House, after having en- 
countered a formidable resistance; but, when it 
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came into the Commons, an informality was dis- 
covered, by which a new bill was rendered ne- 
cessary. The corrected bill was brought in by 
Lord Temple. 

Now began the tug of war, the bill being 
. strenuously resisted in all its stages. Against 
the bill were arrayed, among others, Mr. Perci- 
val, Mr. Canning, Lord Castlereagh, Sir Charles 
Price, Sir William Curtis, and Mr. Rose ; the 
latter gentleman taking'the most prominent part 
in the debate. On the side of it were Mr. Fox, 
Lord Temple, Lord Henry Petty, Sir Francis 
Baring, Dr. Laurence, Sir John Newport, and 
the attorney-general.' 

It was urged against the measure that it was, 
in the hrst place, unnecessary, as, unless the 
government meant uniformly to authorize impor- 
tation, the discretionary power of the governors 
must still exist ; to which it was added, that the 
colonial governors must have better means than 
the privy council of judging of the wants of the 
colonies, and that the eagerness of the ministers 
to get this new authority into their hands, and 
the manner in which they were evidently dis- 
posed to use it, were good reasons why that 
authority should not be granted. Even the 
illegality of the existing system was pleaded as 
an argument in its favour, it being contended 
that the governors would not, without obvious 

VOL. V. E 
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necessity, lesort to a step which was confessedly 
illegal. 

The moment, too, of bringing in the bill was 
said to be ill chosen, as America would be in- 
duced to look upon the proceeding as a mark of 
fear ; she having recently passed an act, giving ^ 
the president the power of shutting the ports, in 
case this country should refuse to offer satisfac- 
tion upon certain points. 

■It was roundly affirmed that this bill gave a 
death blow to the navigation laws, which laws 
had hitherto been held sacred, and that, those 
laws being our naval palladium, the consequences 
of destroying them could not be otherwise than 
fatal to our maritime greatness. On this head a 
profusion of declamatory language and melan- 
choly forebodings was poured forth by some of 
the speakers, and especially by the master of the 
rolls, who, certainly not inspired by the spirit of 
candour, went so far as to say, that the bill con- 
tained a meaning, and had an object, which its. 
framers did not think fit to disclose to the 
Parliament. * 

Time, it was said, ought, at all events, to be 
granted for a committee to inquire into this im- 
portant subject; and, if a committee were al- 
lowed to be appointed, Mr. Rose, somewhat 
rashly, pledged himself to prove that the British 
ship-owners v;ere adequate and anxious to carry 
ori the trade, to the fullest needful extent, and 
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tiot only to supply the islands with the means of 
subsistence, but also of bringing home the whole 
of the colonial produce, at an extra expense of not 
more than two per cent, upon the freight. The 
preference given to the Americans had, he was 
of opinion, been exceedingly mischievous to our 
maritime prosperity, and to the cultivation of 
our northern colonies ,* and to continue it would 
be still more so ; besides which our manufactures 
and revenue would materially suffer, by the clan- 
destine introduction of German and £ast-lndian 
goods into the islands, and the export trade of 
Ireland would be diminished, in consequence of 
the United States being able to furnish beef and 
pork at a much cheaper rate. 

It was asserted, in reply, that all that had 
been adduced against the bill was rather cavils 
and conjectures than solid argument. For thir- 
teen years it had been found to be impossible to 
support the colonies without an almost perpetual 
violation of the law, in throwing open the ports. 
The bill under consideration repealed no statute; 
it subverted no principle ; it merely purposed to 
allow the king in council to do that legally, which 
the governors in the West Indies must otherwise 
do illegally. It was denied that any one advan- 
tage could arise from leaving, as heretofore, an 
unlimited discretionary power in the hands of 
the colonial governors. In cases of sudden ne- 
eessity, they must doubtless continue to act as 



LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS 


they had for so many years acted ; but it would 
be the duty of ministers to keep a vigilant eye 
upon the situation of the colonics, and to pre- 
vent, as far as human foresight could prevent, 
the occurrence of any such cases. According to 
the common course of things, it would be bene- 
ficial to the shipping owners to lodge in the 
privy council the power which was asked for, as 
the council would certainly be desirous to favour, 
as much as possible, the interest of the owners, 
while, on the contrary, the governors, being be- 
sieged by interested persons, and ignorant of the 
state and capabilities of the trade at home, might, 
by hastily opening the ports, enable the Ameri- 
cans to anticipate the supplies from England, 
and thus inflict a serious injury upon the British 
merchants, by rendering useless the whole of 
their outfit. This reasoning was further enforced, 
and the assertion that the Irish provision trade 
would be reduced was victoriously refuted, by 
the testimony of Sir John Newport, who stated 
that the persons engaged in that trade had been 
consulted upofi the subject of the bill, and their 
answer, was, that they should embark in the trade 
with infinitely more spirit and confidence than 
formerly, because they could speculate with 
greater security, if they ‘knew that it would be 
governed by the privy council. 

The idea that America would construe the 
measure into a proof of fear was looked upon as 
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« downright chimera. That power, it was said, 
had never even hinted at so monstrous and ex- 
travagant a clainr, as the annulment of our navi- 
gation act. Nor, as some seemed to dread, would 
the passing of this act make known to her any 
secret respecting the situation of our colonies; 
she being already quite aware that the produce 
of her soil was necessary to their existence. If, 
however, she were disposed to put a conciliatory' 
construction upon the promoting of an intercourse 
with her, that circumstance ought rather to be a 
motive for the bill, than an objection to ih 

l^hat tliis was an unprecedented act, was af- 
firmed to be an assertion which, to say the least 
of it, was erroneous ; there being numerous pre- 
cedents, with which the objectors ought to be well 
acquainted, they themselves being the persons 
by whom those precedents were furnished. Nor 
was there the slightest ground for the heavy la- 
mentations which had been uttered, as to the 
ceitainty of the navigation laws being destroyed 
by this measure. On the contrary, as the mea- 
sure would contribute to the prosperity of our 
West Indian possessions, from which we derived 
so large a portion of our naval strength, it was 
manifestly in unison with the spirit of those laws ; 
they having been enacted for the sole purpose of 
increasing our maritime power. 

The danger from smuggling was declared to 
be extravagantly exaggerated, if not wholly ima- 
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ginary. Even supposing it to exist, the Ameri- 
cans were not the only traders by whom it was 
likely to be caused. British ship-masters could 
engage in smuggling as readily as American. 
Such an argument, therefore, tended to put a stop 
to all intercourse. But was it seriously meant to 
be said, that the West Indies must be exposed to 
ruin, in order to prevent the chance of their re- 
ceiving clandestinely some articles of East-India 
produce, and some German linens ? 

That in time of war, especially of a war like that 
in which the country was engaged, the supply of the 
West Indies could be accomplished by the ship- 
ping owners, was considered as an assertion which 
had for many years been contradicted by the posi- 
tive evidence of facts. Was the House willing to 
encourage the projects of the shipping interest, at 
the risk, nay, at almost the certainty of producing 
the same terrible effects which had been expe- 
rienced in a formei instance, when in the island 
of Jamaica alone, fifteen thousand negroes died 
of absolute want, or from being improperly fed ? 
How did it happen, that the owners had only 
just now discovered their capability of carrying 
on a trade which they had so long abandoned ? 
Why was their alarm so much excited by a bill 
which, in fact, authorised the council to prevent 
the freedom of the American trade, whenever it 
could be prevented wiUi safety to the colonies ^ 
Could they not, at any moment, apply to the 
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privy council, and show their ability to engross 
the trade, in which case they could have no reason 
to doubt of a favourable decision ? Time was asked 
for, that a committee might enquire into the sub- 
ject, but the matter had already been fully debat- 
ed; and, besides, if the complainants were so 
ready with their proofs, as they were affirmed to 
be, how had it chanced, that they had declined to 
avail themselves of permission to be heard by 
counsel at the bar of the House ? Delay appeared 
to be the sole object of the clamour for enquiry. 

The bill was at length passed by the Com- 
mons, and sent up to the Lords. In the latter 
House it was opposed by the Lords Hawkesbury 
and Eldon, but was hnally carried through ahd 
received the royal sanction. 

As the distresses of the colonists were be 
coming every day less supportable, it was neces- 
sary that the Parliament should take some steps 
for the purpose of alleviating them. There were 
now in the warehouses of the British ports be- 
tween a hundred and "fifty and a hundred and 
sixty thousand hogsheads of sugar, for which no 
purchasers could be found. In this case, the 
readiest means of assisting the planters seemed 
to be, to allow, as far as was consistent with other 
interests, the use of sugar and molasses in the 
distilleries and breweries. Accordingly, at the 
close of the year 1 806, Lord Temple moved for 
a committee to investigate the subject, and his 
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motion was agreed to. In the mean time, some- 
thing was done for" the benefit of the colonists, 
by giving an increase of bounty upon the expor- 
tation of sugars, and by imposing an additional 
duty on brandy and such other foreign spirits as 
were imported for home consumption. 

The dissolution of the parliament put an end 
to the committee which Lord Temple had ob- 
tained. In the new parliament, however, a com- 
mittee was appointed, to take into consideration 
the commercial state of the West-India colonies. 
In its first report it fully established the fact, 
that, in consequence of the heavy duties, and the 
rivalship of neutrals, the latter being a result of 
the former, the West-India planters were totter- 
ing on the brink of ruin. “ At length the de- 
pression of the market,” said the report, “ has 
become such, that the prices, obtained for the last 
year's crop will not pay the expense of cultivation, 
except upon estates on a very great scale, making 
sugar of a very superior quality, or enjoying 
other extraordinary ad”antages.” The expense 
of a hogshead .of sugar to the planter was stated 
to be /rom thirty-five to thirty-six. shillings, 
while from the average prices in the Gazette, 
for the last ei 

avera^ selling prices had been from thirty-one 
to thirty-six shillings; giving a mean price of 
thirty three shillings and sixpence, and irrefraga- 
bly proving that the planters had cultivated their 


gilt months, it appeared that the 
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•estates at a heavy loss. Some diminution of 
duty, an increase of bounty on export, the encou- 
ragement of the consumption of rum, and, above 
all, a restriction of the trade between neutrals 
and the enemy’s colonies, were the remedies sug- 
,gested for averting the ruin which, it was said, 
unless speedy and efficient measures of relief 
were adopted, would inevitably fall upon the 
planters, and, through them, upon all that nume- 
rous class which derived its means of existence 
from colonial property. 

It is obvious that these measures could not he 
productive of any immediate benefit to the plan- 
ters, because they could not- create an immediate 
market for the surplus produce, already enormous, 
and daily increasing ih* quantity. The situation 
of the planters, however, required that something 
should be done without delay. Mr. Perceval 
seems to have felt this, and accordingly, early in 
the year 1 808, he moved for a committee, to en- 
quire how far it might be practicable and expe- 
dient to confine the distilleries of the United 
Kingdom to the use of sugar and molasses only ; 
and also what other provision might be made for 
the relief of the growers of sugar in the British 
West^India colonies. 

After a long and laborious examination of 
evidence, the committee presented four reports 
to the House. At the very outset the committee 
ascertained that the distress-was ‘‘as urgent as it 



LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS 

was severe,” that it was continually growing 
greater, and that there was no prospect of it 
being put an end to without legislative interference. 
.The first report was wholly dedicated to the sub- 
ject of distillation from sugar, and it recommend- 
ed the restriction for England and Scotland, but 
not for Ireland, there being circumstances which 
rendered it not advisable to extend the plan to 
the latter country. In order to prevent any 
injury to the British agricultural interests, it was 
suggested that if, in pursuance of this report, any 
bill were brought into parliament, it ought to 
contain a clause, granting to the King in council 
the poM'er of removing the suspension, and per- 
mitting the distilleries to carry on their trade in 
the accustomed manner. 

The other reports recommended the prohi- 
bition of foreign spirits during the war, or 
at least a heavy increase of duty upon them ; the 
granting of permission to the colonists to barter 
sugar and coffee with the Americans for the sup 
plies which were furnished by the latter people ; 
the adoption of stronger measures to interrupt the 
intercourse between tlie enemy’s colonies and the 
United States ; and a reduction of the prohibitory 
duties on the importation of refined sugar, by 
which means the loss from drainage, amounting 
to one-eighth during the voyage, would be saved, 
the expense of freight would undergo a propor- 
tionabl^diminutiou,and the planter would gain the 
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. materials for manufacturing nearly three gallons 
of rum from every hundred weight of sugar which 
he refined. The prohibition of refining their 
sugars, to which the planters were subjected, was 
justly described as an oppressive and unjust one, 
which it would be wise to do away with, even at 
the cost of compensating the British refiners for 
whatever injury they might thereby sustain. In 
conclusion, a hint was thrown out, that sugar might 
perhaps, be usefully employed in the fattening of 
cattle, in which case it might be proper to allow 
a drawback on the quantity so employed ; but 
this was left for future consideration, a sufficient 
number of experiments not having yet been made 
to enable the committee to form a correct judg- 
ment. 

A bill for materially reducing the duty on 
coffee was at that moment before the House, and 
therefore .the committee did not think it necessary 
to say more upon that head, than to give a de- 
cided opinion in favour of the measure, as being, 
for many reasons, a measure of sound policy. 
One great advantage of it was stated to be, its 
having a tendency to add to the security of the 
islands, “ by increasing the number of that mid- 
dling class of white settlers, upon whom thcii' 
defence so greatly depends.” The bill was passed 
in the course of the session. One great effect of 
it has been, to spread through every rank of peo- 
ple the use of a salutary beverage, prepared from 
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an article cultivated by our fellow subjects ; and 
in so far, at once to relieve those whom we ought 
to regard with brotherly feelings, and to render 
us less tributary to the most insolent and worth- 
less nation which is any where to be found 
throughout the wide extent of the continent of 
Asia. 

Looking at the peculiar circumstances in 
which the country was placed, with respect to its 
supply of grain, it would seem that, setting aside 
all consideration of the benefit of the West-India 
planters, the substitution of sugar for corn in the 
distilleries could scarcely fail to be regarded as a 
politic measure. Great Britain, from being an 
extensive exporter of grain, had become so large 
an importer, that she had long been dependent 
upon other cpuntiics for an average annual supply 
of 770,000 quarters, a state of things which, in 
various ways, had, but too manifestly, a I>reju- 
dicial effect. At this period, in particular, the 
prospects of the country, as to that article of 
subsistence wliich.has e’ jphatically been called 
the staff of life, were by no means of a pleasing 
kind. There was no surplus on hand, but rather 
an abvsolute deficiency to be feared, the future 
crops held forth no promise of abundance, and 
America, one of our main resources, had sealed 
her ports by an embargo, which there was little 
reason to hope would be speedily removed. Thus 
situate^ it behoved England to economize as 
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. much as possible ; and, as the distilleries con 
sumed yearly 470,000 quarters of grain, it ap- 
peared to be a step dictated by common sense 
to convert this quantity into food, instead of 
converting it into a moral and physical poison ; 
the more especially as other materials for making 
the poison were at hand, and might be employed 
with infinite advantage to a numerous and meri- 
torious class of British subjects. In this case it 
did seem that no party would be injured ; and 
that one party at least would have cause to re- 
joice. The farmers would sell their grain to the 
baker instead of to the distiller ; the people would 
be more assured of a supply of bread ; the 
drinkers of spirits would still enjoy theii ac- 
customed Circean cup ; the West-India planters 
would be somewhat relieved from the heavy 
pressure \i^hich bent them to the earth ; and the 
revenue, always careless of life and morals when 
its own interest is jnot'at stake, would have no 
defalcation to fear from the drying up of that 
which is, unfortunately, one of the most produc- 
tive of its often impure sources. 

So thought the ministers, but so did not think 
the major part'of what is denominated the agri- 
cultural interest. Among the farmers and landed 
proprietors a long and loud clamour was imme- 
diately raised. Had the bill, which suspended 
only for a short period the distillation from corn, 
been an act for the confiscation of their estates. 
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they could scarcely have attacked it with riioie 
determined fury. In the newspapers it was 
loaded with every term of reproach which the 
memory or the imagination could suggest. 
County meetings were called, speeches, wanting 
nothing but eloquence and argument, were made, 
and petitions were sent up to Parliament, vehe- 
mently deprecating the terrible calamity which 
was about to be inflicted. In the House of 
Commons the opposition was truly formidable. 
In the first instance, the motion, for going into a 
committee, was carried by a nmjority of only 
foul teen ; there being a hundred and eight dis- 
sentient members, out of two hundred and thirty 
who voted. In every stage the bill had to con- 
tend against a peitinacious resistance from pas- 
sion and prejudice, and in several divisions the 
minority was unusually numerous. 'The bill, 
nevei theless, was at length carried through both 
Houses ; the last shaft which was discharged 
against it being a protest, bearing^ the names oi 
the Eails of Lauderdal'', Selkirk, and Suffolk, 
and by no means remarkable for either accuracy 
of reasoning, or beauty of language. In suc- 
ceeding years of scarcity the bill was re- 
enacted, and without producing any one of those 
direful evils which had been so confidently pre- 
dicted; as the certain consequence of its being 
suffered to exist. 

The debates on subjects connected with the 
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^ West Indies have, since that period, been “ few 
and far between nor would it much interest the 
reader to enter into an analysis of discussions 
which involved no great principle, and led to no 
important result. The colonial offices’ bill, 
which was brought in by Mr. Golbourn, in the 
year 1814, gave occasion to one of the sharpest 
of these minor contests. Its declared object was 
to prevent the granting in future any patent 
place to be exercised in any colony or plantation 
for any longer term than during such time as the 
grantee should discharge the duty in person, and 
behave well therein.” It was, however, vigo- 
rously o[)posed by Mr. Creevey, and some other 
members of the opposition, as being, in reality, 
a mere delusion and cheat, intended to sanctify 
all abuses against a bill of reform, which was 
passed in the twenty-second year of his Majesty’s 
reign. Two divisions took place, but the bill 
was finally agreed to by both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. 
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flurricayie at St. Christopher^ h, — Inundation at liarba~ 
does. — Hurricanes at the JEiahanias. — Huiricanes 
in 1S04, 1806, 1813, 1813, 1816 and 1818. — 
Eruption of the Soiiffriere. — Fires at Grenada, 
Montego ISaj/, Puerto d’Espana, Castries, and Pott 
lioi/al. — Intended insurrection at Tobago. — Mutiny 
at Dominica. — Plot in Trinidad. — Mutiny at Fort 
Augusta. — Conspiracy frustrated in .famaica ; and 
in Martinico. -^Maroon war in Dominica. — Insur- 
rection in Eurbadoes. 


W E have now nearly arrived at tlie conclusion 
of the history of the British West Indies. Ilav- 
Jng gone through the principal divisions of the 
subject, there only remains to give a brief account 
of those remarkable occurrences which, from na- 
tural or moral causes, look place in the colonies, 
during the period of the last quarter of a century. 
This chapter, therefore, will be entirely of a mis- 
cellaneous nature ; narrating, firstly, the most 
important of those events over which man had. 
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and can have, no control ; and, secondly, those 
which were wholly occasioned by his negligence, 
or his crimes. To the first clasf belong hurri- 
canes, inundations, earthquakes, volcanic erup- 
tions ; to the second, confiagrations, mutinies and 
insurrections. 

Hurricanes have, at all periods, been the 
scourge of the greatest part of the islands of the 
West Indies. Desisting sometimes, for many 
years, liom their terrific ravages, they seem, at 
length, to recommence them with a fury and 
perseverance proportioned to the duration of time 
which they have remained inactive. Such was 
the case in 1780; and such has been the case 
since the year 1813. In the latter instance, 
however, the interval of quiet which they left to 
the colonists was far shorter than it was in the 
former ; in the one, it was only twelve years ; in 
the other, it was moie than twice thal number of 
)cais; there being no hurricane, of any serious 
consequence, between the years 1744 and 1772. 
But it VI as jn 1 780 that the series of hurricanes 
commenced, which, with the exception of two 
seasons, spread dismay and ruin through the 
colonies, for the space of seven years. It will be 
seen, in the course of thjs narrative, that similar 
events are now occurring, and nearly in a similar 
order. 

In August, 1793, St. Christopher’s cxpeii- 
eivftd a visitation of this kind, which did consi- 
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. dcrable mischief both to the shipping and the 
plantations. Antigua was the next island which 
felt the fury of the elements. The hurricane 
came on there on the evening of the eighteenth 
of August, 1795, and lasted till the following 
morning. 3o*ne houses were blown down, several 
vessels in the harbour were driven on shore, and 
much injury was done to the country. 

In the succeeding year, Barbadoes sustained 
a heavy loss from a rain far exceeding in violence 
that which accompanied the tempest of the year 
J780. This rain began on the eighth of No- 
vember, and fell profusely during the whole of 
the night. But, at seven o’clock on the next 
morning, it increased in such a manner, that it 
seemed as if the heavens had burst, and were 
pouring down all their weight of waters. It con- 
tinued to descend thus, without a moment’s in- 
termission, for four and twenty hours; during 
all which time not two seconds elapsed without 
the most vivid flashes of lightning and tremendous 
peals of thunder. The gully, as it is called, 
which runs through Bridgetown, and falls into 
the sea in Carlisle bay, was quickly filled ; and, 
meeting with a spring and flowing tide, the mass 
of waters carried away both the bridges, and 
spread into the town, where, in many places, it was 
five feet deep. Some of the inhabitants escaped 
by wading, others on horseback ; even the horses 
being under the necessity of swimming. The 



COLONIAL EVENTS. 


town itself would probably have been swept away 
had not the gully opened over the fields a new 
passage to the sea, for a part of its contents ; 
in doing which it hollowed out, across the road, 
a gulf forty feet in width and ten or twelve in 
depth. . The roads throughout the island were 
entirely broken up, and the plantations were 
greatly damaged, many of them, for an extent of 
several miles being inundated, and the negro 
houses and other small buildings being entirely 
covered. 

The Bahamas next felt the fury of the devas- 
tator of the Western' islands. No hurricane had 
occurred in the Bahamas for eight years, and the 
season of 1796 had passed over so favourably, 
that the inhabitants were induced to hope that, 
that year also would be as free from danger as 
those which had preceded it. So confident were 
they that this would be the case, that the coast- 
ing trade of their perilous shores was carried on 
without any interruptions, and without any pre- 
cautions. They were, however, soon undeceived. 
In the afternoon of the third of October, the 
storm began, and it raged, with scarcely any 
interval, till the ensuing morning. .The break 
of day disclosed a distressing scene. The land 
was covered with the marks of havoc, but the sea 
presented a still more shocking spectacle. Of 
all the ships which, on the evening before, had 
crowded the harbour of Nassau, only three ro- 
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. mained afloat. The Narcissus ship of war was 
stranded on Long Key, the Porcupine was dis- 
masted, numerous vessels and boats were sunk 
or driven ashore, and the margin of the sea was 
thickly strewn with wrecks of all descriptions. 

But, terrible as this hurricane was, it was far 
less so than that which took place at Nassau on 
the 2Sd of July, 1801. The latter came on 
about noon, from between the east and north, 
with such violence, that, though their masts were 
struck, their anchors down, and every means was 
used to keep them to their moorings, the whole 
of the vessels in the harbour broke loose, and 
were driven on the strand. The masts of many 
of them were snapped asunder by the wind, with 
as much facility as if they had been composed of 
reeds. At three o’clock the wind veered to the 
eastward, and the spray of the sea rose in such 
clouds that objects at a short distance were ren- 
dered invisible. As the tide ebbed, the wind 
changed to the south ; but, fortunately, the town, 
being protected by the hills in that quarter, did 
not sustain as much injury as it otherwise would 
have sustained. Southward of fort Montague, 
the sea made a breach through the sand hills, 
and filled, to the depth of several feet, the valley 
to the west. At sun-set the hurricane died away ; 
nothing of it remaining but a fresh gale. On the 
land the damage done In the course of a few 
hours was very great. At sea the amount of it 
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was not less than one hundred thousand pounds. 
Independently of the ships which were sunk, and 
those which were crushed by striking against each 
other, a hundred and twenty sail were counted at 
one tiujc, lying as wrecks on the shore. It pro- 
videntially happened, that the tide had ebbed 
before the wind n ent round to the south, and had 
thus left the vessels upon the beach. The con- 
sequences would otherwise have been of the most 
disastrous kind, as the whole of the ships would 
have been driven to sea ; and, in all probability, 
disabled as they were, but few of them would 
have escaped. 

Severe as these hurricanes were, the effects 
of them were confined to one particular spot. 
In 1804, a more tremendous infliction of this 
kind occurred, which included in its sweep all 
the Windward islands, though St. Christophei*’s 
was the colony where its widest ravages took 
place. It commenced on the fourth of Septem- 
ber, and blew till the close of the sixth, without 
any pause. Antigua, St. Christopher’s, Dominica, 
Martinico, St. Thomas, and St. Bartholomew’s, 
all suffered in a greater or less degree. Two 
hundred and seventy-four vessels are said to have 
])crished. Such was the destruction, that a ship 
from Surinam sailed for three days through the 
floating fragments ^j^he wrecks. Nor were 
the horrors of the storo^xperienced only within 
the limits of the Wedt-Iih^^n islands. They 
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were felt as heavily on the coast of Carolina, on 
the eighth of September. At Charleston the 
loss sustained was to the amount 'Of a million of 
dollars ; and at Savannah, and many other towns 
and places, the devastation was nearly if not quite 
as extensive. Around Savannah the trees were 
torn up by the roots ; and in the harbour, every 
vessel that was not buried in the waves, was 
thrown upon the wharfs. 

Dominica had its share Of this wide-spread- 
ing calamity. Two years after^ however, it was 
the sole sufferer from a hurricane of equal fury. 
On the ninth of September, 1806, the sky be- 
came totally overcast ; about seven in the even- 
ing the lightning began to flash, and heavy gusts 
of wind arose, which increased in strength till ten 
o’clock, when the rain poured down in torrents, 
and every vessel in the harbour, to the number of 
sixteen, was either sunk in the waves or driven 
ashore. The whole of the barracks on Morne 
Bruce, and nearly the whole of those on Morne 
Cabrit, wrerc carried away, and a hundred and 
sixteen persons were killed or wounded. In 
Roseau and its vicinity a hundred and thirty-one 
persons, and in the estates along the coast, two 
hundred and ten persons shared the same fate. 
Every plantation on the windward coast of the 
island from the river Tabitrte to Cape Morne 
Paix Bouche was nearly destrdyed, and all the 
estates round the coast, from the river Tabarie 
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by the way of La Soye, received considerable 
damage. The plantations to leeward likewise 
felt in a heavy degree the ravages of the storm. 
Every bouse from the river Mahaut to Prince 
Rupert’s was overdirown or seriously injured, 
and the town of Portsmouth was laid in ruins. 

At Roseau the greatest mischief was done by 
the overflowing of the river, which inunda'ted the 
town in all directions, every house which ob- 
structed its passage being thrown down, or swept 
away by tlie torrent. “ No pen,” says a H'itness 
of the scene, “ can paint the horrors of that 
dreadful night ! the tremendous noise occasioned 
by the wind and rain — the roaring of the waters, 
together with the shock of an earthquake, which 
was sensibly felt about midnight — the shrieks of 
the poor sufferers crying out for assistance — the 
terror of those who in their houses heard them, 
and dared not open a door or window to give 
succour, and who expected momently to share 
the same fate, formed a scene which can hardly 
be conceived) ^od is still more difficult to be de-/ 
scribed. Fortunately for the inhabitants of the 
town, and, indeed, for the whole colony, the 
force of the wind and rain abated about three 
o clock in the morning, and near the same time 
the water began to fall ; if it had continued an- 
other hour, there is not a doubt but the town 
would have been entirely destroyed. — The spcc- 
t4n;le which presented itself on the return of day- 
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Jight, was horrid beyond every power of descrip- 
tion, heaps of mud and sand, (in some places 
five or six feet deep) through all parts of the 
town — the form of a street hardly to be dis- 
cerned — two large streams, or rather torrents, 
running through the midst of the town — ruins of 
■ houses blown down, and others brought down by 
the flood, obstructing every passage — the car- 
cases of several of the unfortunate victims of 
this event drawn out from the ruins, and 
lying in the streets — while numbers, almost dis- 
tracted, were searching for some near relation, or 
friend, who had perished in the storhi — the lamen- 
tations of those who had lost some of their nearest 
and dearest connections, joined to the despair of 
those who had lost their little all, formed alto- 
gether a scene fit to draw tears from the eyes of 
the most unfeeling.” 

After this violent effort of the elements a long 
pause ensued. It was not till the year 1812 
that the West Indies felt the scourge of a hurri- 
cane. In the October of that year, one occurred 
at Jamaica, which though it lasted but a short 
time, did extensive injury to the plantations. In 
1813 the destroyer reappeared, and with increas- 
ed fury.. The island of Dominica was the first 
victim of the returned pest. The storm began 
on the 23d of July, shortly after daylight, and 
was soon at its height. The barracks and other 
buildings at Mornc Bruce, including the hospital 
in which were fifty sick, wore levelled with the 
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ground, and mnnbcrs of persons were killed and 
wounded by their fall, or blown over the clift's 
into the sea. ^Thosc at Prince llupert’s and at 
Cachccrou were equally destroyed. The govern- 
ment house on King’s hill was prostrated, with 
all its offices, and the governor and his family 
were driven into the fort for shelter. Not a pub- 
lic building escaped uninjured in Roseao. In all 
parts of the country incalculable mischief was 
doncj houses, mills, works, canes, coffee planta- 
tions and plantain-grounds, being either wholly 
ruined, or severely -shattered. In addition to 
these horrors, it was at one moment fcaicd that 
the town of Roseau would suffer the same dread- 
ful fate as that which formerly fell upon the town 
of Callao. On the wind veering round to the 
eastward and southward, the sea suddenly rose as 
high as the sills of the second story windows on 
the verge of the bay; then, thundering along, 
shook the houses to their foundations, and 
rushed up more than a hundred and fifty 
feet above high water mark. Sweeping with it, 
and breaking into fragments, all the small craft 
which it found in its progress. Happily, how- 
ever, no other damage was done than the filling 
of the stores and cellars with water, and the 
carrying away of the front walls and the pillars 
of the galleries. On the same day all the ship- 
ping at St.. Christopher’s were driven on shore, 
and several of them were entirely destroyed. 

The Bermudas next, on theSSthof July, en 
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countered the pelting of the pitiless storm, which 
was rendered more sti iking by contrast, the day 
having opened with the most delightful coolness 
and serenity. Tloe severest effect of it was felt 
at St. George’s. It continued from twelve till 
five, when it paused for an hour, at the expira- 
tion of which time it recommenced, from another 
pointof the compass, and raged till midnight, when 
it finally ceased. The consequences were of the 
most lamentable kind. In the bcaiuiful and 
flouiishing town of St. George’s more than onc- 
thiid of the houses were beaten to the ground, 
and all those which were left standing were in- 
jured in various degrees. Hundreds of farailic-c 
were reduced to beggary, by the total lo.ss of all 
that they possessed. In the harbour of St. 
George’s alone more than sixty sail of ships were 
stranded, and many were sunk. The damage 
done ill the town and harbour was to the amount 
of not less than two hundred thousand pounds ; 
and other parts of the island were devastated in a 
terrible manner. In order to afford a.s much 
relief as possible to the sufferers, suras were 
voted by the House of Assembly, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and the St. Andrew’s Society, and 
a further addition was made by a liberal subscrip- 
tion among private individuals. 

Jamaica did not wholly escape. On the last 
day of July, a hurricane blew with great violence, 
driving on the beach several vessels, and sinking 
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Others, in the harbours of Kingston and Poif 
Royal, and doing much luischicf to the buildings 
on shore. During the storm, a shock of an 
earthquake was felt, which, though a .severe one, 
was but of short duration. 

Dominica had yet something more to endure, 
in the course of this unfortunate year. On the 
25th of August, another hurricane occuired, 
which was attended by deluges of rain. The 
river speedily rose to an unwonted height, and, 
bursting through its banks, bore dowm trees and 
every thing else that lay in its course. It rushed 
into the town of Roseau in three columns, and, 
in a few minutes, a large part of the town was 
inundated to the depth of ten or twelve feet. 
The avenues were choaked up with trees, lumber, 
sand and dead fish ; the streets were, in many 
places, ploughed up into furrows of ten or twelve 
feet deep ; the provisions which were spared by the 
wind were swept away by the flood ; numbers of 
the houses were shaken from their foundations, and 
some, of a less massy construction, w'cre borne 
away to the sea. It^as, hov.ever, a consolation, 
that no lives were lost in this second disaster. 

In 1815 a part of Jamaica was again devas- 
tated. On this occasion, the north and north- 
eastern districts of the island were those which 
su|R;rcd. The storm occurred in October, and 
its efleets were tremendous. The tempest was 
accompanied by floods of rain, more mischievous 
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^in their action than the tempest itself. None of 
the oldest inhabitants had ever before seen the 
rivers rise to such an amazing height, or rush 
with such impetuous velocity. Houses, buildings, 
wharfs, whole fields of canes, and in many places 
even the land, were swept away by the torrents, 
which made themselves new channels, and bore 
down every thing before them. Many negroes 
were drowried, an immense quantity of stock 
was lost, and one-third of the sugar crop, and two- 
thirds of the crop of coffee, are said to have been 
destroyed. 

A more widely-spreading hurricane exercised 
. its destructive fury, on the Slst of October, 1817. 
At the same moment it swept over a space of 
two hundred miles, from west to east, from St. 
Vincent’s to the north of Dominica, and where- 
ever it passed it scattered desolation. Of the 
Biitish islands, St. Lucia and Dominica were 
those which were the most severely injured. At 
the former island, houses, barracks, crops, and 
vessels were involved in one common ruin. The 
government house was one of the buildings which 
was blown down, and the governor, Clcneral 
Seymour, with many others, perished by its fall. 
Dominica had already been ravaged by a storm 
on the 15th of September, which was only in- 
ferior to that of the year 1813; and now this 
second infliction filled up the measure of its mis- 
fortunes. The blow was rendered more heavy 
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I)y the refusal of the governor to suspend the pro- , 
hibition of opening the ports to provisions from 
America. The House of Assembly repeated its 
request, but in vain; the governor persisting in 
his refusal, on the ground that his orders to 
the contrary were imperative, and that there had 
not been shown a 'necessity sufficiently strong to 
justify him in violating instructions of so pe- 
remptory a kind. 

Nor is the melancholy tale yet arrived at its 
close. I'.ven at the moment when the writer is 
finishing this monotonous and gloomy narrative, 
intelligence is arrived that Jamaica and Dominica 
have again been visited by hurricanes, and that the . 
latter island has been desolated in such a manner, 
as to make it necessary for the governor to grant 
permission to open the ports for the admission 
of supplies, in order to prevent famine from being 
added to the other sufferings of the colonists of 
Dominica. 

From the still more terrible visitation of 
earthquakes no injury has, for a long period of 
lime, been sustained by the British West-Indian 
islands. Shocks are, indeed, frequently felt, 
strong cnough'to spread a momentary alarm, but 
not strong enough to destroy. In 1797, and 
again in the latter end of 1811 and the beginning 
of 1812, they were more numerous and more 
pow erful than usual. The former year was distin- 
guished by that tremendous convulsion, which. 
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hi Soutt) America, overturned and ingulphed 
populous cities, and almost changed the face of 
wliole provinces. On the day after that on which 
the eailhquakc commenced in the provinces of 
Tacuuga, Riobamba, Ambato and Quito, the 
effects of the subterranean commotion began to 
be felt in the West Indies, but particularly at St. 
Christopher’s, The shocks were continued at 
intervals, never longer than a week between each, 
for several months, there being sometimes a hun- 
liieil of them in the course of four and twenty 
hours. They ran, for the major part, in a direc- 
tion from east to west, with an undulatory 
motion, and were accompanied by a rumbling 
noise under ground, like die murmuring of distant 
thunder. Some moved vertically, with sudden 
violence, attended by a series of abrupt explosions, 
each having a distinct report, similar to that of a 
cannon. The mighty terrestrial wave, liowever, 
exhausted all its fury upon the devoted continent, 
and its verge only shook, without injuring, the 
chain of islands. 

The second instance of a series of shocks, 
which was in the years 1811 and 1812, was also 
connected with the desolation of a part of the 
continent. In twelve months, previously to 
May, 1812, more than two hundred shocks were 
experienced in the island of St. Vincent’s. This 
was the prelude to the destruction which took 
place throughout the province of Caiaccas; in 
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which province, on tiie 26th of March,, 1812 , tire 
capital and more than thirty towns, with eighty 
thousand inhabitants, were destroyed. Some por- 
tion at least of the West Indies would probably 
have shared a similar fate, had not the imprisoned 
mischief found vent, by means of an extraordinary 
occurrence, which is now to be described. 

Almost every island in the West Indies, 
particularly those of which the land is most ele- 
vated, has the vestige of a volcano, which is 
called by ihe English “ The Sulphur,” and by 
the French, “ Souffriere.” Those in Guadaloupe 
and St. Lucia occasionally, though faintly, emit 
flames, and throw out ashes. The Souffriere of 
St. Vincent’s, however, is the most majestic of 
them all. Its altitude is three thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, and the crater, which 
is, or rather was, on its side, about two-thirds of 
the w'ay to the summit, exceeded half a mile in 
diameter, and was between four and five hundred 
feet in depth. In the .centre of this hollow was 
a conical hill, two hundred feet in diameter, and 
three hundred in height, the lower half of which 
was fringed with brushwood, shrubs and vines, 
while the upper was strewed with virgin sulphur. 
At the base of it were two small lakes ; the one 
sulphureous and aluminous, the other pure and 
tasteless. From the fisures of the cone exuded 
a thin white smoke, occasionally tinged with a 
light bluish flame. This was the only mark that 
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subterraneous lire was still in existence on the 
spot; there having been no eruption for more 
than ninety years. Evergreens, flowers, aromatic 
shrubs, and many alpine plants, clothed the steep 
sides of the crater ; and, that nothing might be 
wanting to render the scene perfectly romantic, 
it was enlivened by the singularly melodious 
notes of a bird, never heard in any other part of 
the island, and which was generally called, and 
as generally believed to be, invisible. From its 
ba-'C to nearly its apex, the mountain was covered 
by an exuberant growth of forest trees. The 
whole scenery of the place was, indeed, in the 
highest degree, picturesque, and was the frequent 
resort of those who delighted to contemplate the 
beauties of nature. Almost to the very hour 
when it was destined to undergo a sudden and 
wonderful change, the mountain was ascended by 
parties of curious visitors, who perceived no other 
signs of the approaching tumult, than a stronger 
emission of the white vapours from the fissures 
of the conical hill at the bottom of the cratei . 

At noon, however, on the 27 th of April, 1812 , 
thirty-two days after the destruction of Carraccas, 
a severe concussion of the earth, a tremulous 
noise in the air, and the bursting forth of a vast 
column of thick black ropy smoke from the cra- 
ter, announced that the volcano had arisen from 
its century of repose. Volumes of sand, gritty 
particles of calcined earth, and favilla, darkened 
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the air like a cataract of rain, and covered th6^ 
woods, ridges and canc-pieces, with liglit grey 
ashes, resembling snow thinly strewed with dust, 
M'hich speedily destroyed every appearance of 
vegetation. For three days all these symptoms 
continued to increase. During this time the sun 
seemed to be in a total eclipse, the sea was dis- 
coloured, the ground bore a wintry appearance 
from the thick crust of fallen ashes, and the cat- 
tle were starving for. want of their accustomed 
food. On the 30th, at noon, the column of 
smoke assumed a sanguine hue, rose with a 
livelier motion, and dilated itself more exten- 
sively, as if the volcano had nearly thrown off all 
its terrene obstructions. The noise became in- 
cessant, “ similar to the approach of thunder still 
nearer and nearer, with a vibration that aifccted 
the feelings and hearing;” the Charaibs fled 
from their houses to the town, and the negroes 
from their work, and the very birds were beaten 
to tl)c earth, overpowered by the sand and stones 
w'hicli were projected fiom.the mountain. At 
length just as the day cLsed, the flame burst 
forth jryramidically from the crater. The thunder 
now grew deafening, and electric flashes, some 
like rockets, some like- shells, darting in all direc- 
tions, and in all forms, illumined the dense and 
mighty column of smoke, which, in spite of tlie 
wind, hung immovcably over the volcano. In a 
short time, the lava poured out on the north- 
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,we&t side. It was opposed there, by the acclivity 
of a higher point of land, but, being driven on by 
fresh accessions, it ascended and surmounted the 
obstacle, forming the figure V in a torrent of fire, 
plunged over the cliff, carrying down rocks and 
woods in its course, and finally precipitating itself 
into a vast ravine, at the foot of Morne Ronde. 
All this while, large globular bodies of fire wcic 
exploded from the crater, which burst, and either 
fell back into it, or among the surrounding bushes, 
which were instantly in a blaze. In aboutfour hours 
the torrent of lava reached the sea ; and shortly 
after another stream descended eastward, towards 
Rabacca. The first earthquake which had yet 
been felt now shook the island. It was follow- 
ed by a shower of cinders, which fell like hail for 
two hours, and this was succeeded by a fall of 
stones, mingled with fire, which continued for an 
hour. Many houses were set on fire, many 
negroes were. wounded, and some were killed; 
but, happily, the weight of the stones bore no 
proportion to their magnitude, or the sufferers 
from them would have been still more numerous 
than they were. During this awful period, the 
cracklings and coruscations from the volcano 
wete insufferably loud and dazzling, and, “ earth- 
quake followed earthquake almost momentarily, 
or rather the whole of that part of the island was 
in a continual state of oscillation ; — not agitated 
by shocks, vertical or horizontal ; but undulated 
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like water shaken in a bowl.” Thus the month 
of May opened in the deepest gloom ; the sea 
and the island being wrapped in sulphureous 
clouds and impenetrable haze. At length, in the 
afternoon, the eruption ceased, and the mountain 
sunk gradually into a solemn silence. The vol- 
cano, however, still burned ; and on the ninth of 
.June, it again gave alarming signs of activity; 
but nothing more occurred than the throwing up 
of a quantity of stones and ashes, which fell back 
into the abyss whence they came. 

All the former beauty of the Souffriere was, 
of course, obliterated. The conical mount dis- 
appeared, and an extensive lake of boiling water, 
whose agitated waves perpetually threw Up vast 
quantities of black sand, supplied its place, new 
craters were formed to the north-east and south- 
west of the original crater, and the face of the 
mountain was entirely changed ; the ascent, where 
it was formerly rugged and precipitous, being 
made level and easy, by the filling up of ravines 
and tlie removal of rocks. The Wallihou and 
Rabacca rivers wgfe destroyed, their beds being 
filled up by the floods of melted lava. It was at 
first feared that the island would be rendered 
barren by the ashes Which lay on its surface to 
a considerable depth; but it does not appear 
that they were ultimately productive of any 
injurious eflect. Barbadoes notwithstanding 
its distance, was also covered to the depth of 



COLONIAL EVENTS. 


five inches with the same substance : and its in- 
habitants, on the last day of the eruption, were 
terrified by the coming on of such utter (larknes.s 
that they were unable to perceive their hands 
when they held them up to their faces. This 
darkness continued of the same intensity for four 
hours and a half, and then slowly decreased. 

From disasters arising out of the order of 
nature, and eventually, perhaps, beneficial in their 
consequences, we must now turn to those which 
are brought by maa upon hiniself, and which 
unlike natural disasters, seldom allow him to 
draw from them, in tue end, the consoling reflec- 
tion that present good has arisen from past evil. 
In the latter class of evils, conflagrations hold an 
eminent place. 

The first event of this kind, which comes 
within the scope of this work occurred in Grenada, 
on the 15th of May; 1792. It broke out in the 
Carenage, just as the evening gun w^as fiied from 
Richmond heights. A slight explosion announced 
it, which was followed by the bursting forth of a 
large column of fire from the roof of a house be- 
longing to Messrs Stott and Tate. Tliough as- 
sistance was promptly obtained, yet, the houses 
being chiefly of wood, dried by the intense heat 
of the climate, and the place where the fire began 
being unfortunately to windward, the flames 
spread with an inconceivable rapidity. They 
extended their ravages for two hundred yards, 
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till they were brought to a stand by the pulling 
down of a wooden building, and the obstacle 
which was opposed to them by a stone one. 
Unfortunately, the wind now veered lound, and 
directed the fire to the other side of the way, 
which, notwithstanding the street was between 
twenty, and thirty yards wide, was instantly in 
a blaze. Here the destruction was equal, and 
though several houses were blown up to arrest 
the flames, they continued their devouring course, 
till they were at length stopped by the stone- 
work of the gaol. The damages on this occasion 
was immense ; large quantities of property hav- 
ing been destroyed, and many thousand pounds 
worth of cotton, rum, and other colonial articles 
tumbled into the sea, the shore of which, on the 
preceding morning, appeared as if strewed with 
wrecks by a tremendous storm. 

Montego Bay, in Jamaica, was the next 
place which suffered by a calamity of this kind. 
In the beginning of June, 1795, a fire broke out in 
North Street. It was occasioned by the sparks 
which flew from a forge imong the straw of 
some packages. With such fury did it rage 
tliat, in a very short time, it extended itself in 
every diiection, involving Harbour Street, North 
Street, West Street, South Street, the wharfs, 
and part of Market Street, in one common ruin. 
Nor could it he checked but by the blowing up 
of the Court house, and several other buildings. 
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So swiftly did the flames spread through the nar- 
row streets, and so intolerable was the heat of 
them, that three engines out of four were aban- 
doned by the workmen, who were unable to re- 
move them. (3nc hundred and ten of the best 
bouses in the town were levelled with the ground. 
A hundred and fifty-five hogsheads and fifteen 
tierces of sugar, a hundred puncheons of rum, 
and an incalculable quantity of plantation stores, 
were either burnt on the wharf, or lost by being 
precipitated into the sea. The pecuniary injury 
which was done' was estimated at not less 
than between three and four hundred thousand 
pounds. 

A liberal subscription was immediately raised 
for the sufierers by the colonists of .Tamaica. 
The inhabitants, also, wisely availed themselves 
of this opportunity to improve their town. They 
widened and straightened some of the streets, 
opened new ones, and took the proper steps for 
the promoting of health and .safety. Montego 
Bay arose more flourishing and beautiful from out 
of its ashes, and it remained uninjured till the 
month of June, 1808, when it was again threat- 
ened with destruction by the hostile element. A 
fire broke out, in the centre of Church Street, 
which consumed nearly the whole of that street, 
and of Market Street, with part of Cornwall and 
other streets. By dint of exertion, how'cver, 
aided by the improvements which had been made. 
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it was put a stop to, before it had spread desola- 
tion as widely as on the first occasion. The 
damage done was, nevertheless, considerable; 
the greatest part of the goods recently imported 
having been lost in the flames. 

In tiie same year, tlic town of Puerto 
d’Espana, in the island of Trinidad, was likewise 
burned to the ground ; an event which has been 
already narrated in one of the preceding chapters 
of these volumes. 

Castries, the capital of St. Lucia, was equally 
unfortunate. The conflagration commenced on 
the night of the sixth of April, 1813, in a small 
negro hut, on the north side of the town. It 
unluckily happened, that the wind blew so strong 
from that quarter, that it was impossible to stop 
the progress of the flames, or even to save more 
than a very small portion of the property of the 
inhabitants. Castries was, in a short time, re- 
duced to a heap of smoking ruins. 

Jamaica was the scene of the last event of 
this kind which remains to be noticed. In no 
part of the West Indies is ♦here a town which, 
during a long course of years, has been so singu- 
larly unfortunate as that of Port Royal. Earth- 
quakes, hurricanes and fires have combined ta 
reduce it from a state of wealth and splendour to 
a state of comparative insignificance. The latest 
infliction of this kind which it sustained was from 
a fire, on the 1.3th of July, 181,5, which broke 
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.^out in a negro yard in Cannon Street, and quickly 
communicated to the surrounding buildings. The 
wind was high, and, in about half an liour, the 
burning materials having been wafted in all direc- 
tions, the town was in flames in several parts. 
The conflagration raged for several hours ; nor 
did it cease till it had nearly demolished this ill- 
fated place. The dock yard was saved, though 
with extreme difliculty. This, the fdrt, the bar- 
racks, llie hospital, the church, and a few houses, 
were all of Port Royal that escaped from the de- 
vastating flames. Greatly to their honour, the 
merchants and planters of Jamaica lost not a 
moment in setting on foot a subscription for the 
relief of the sufferers, and it was filled witli spirit 
and liberality, the sum subscribed at Kingston 
alone, in only five days, falling little short of 
eleven thousand pounds. 

To contemplate' the calamities which arise 
from physical causes is, no doubt, a painful task ; 
but it is a .still more painful one to contemplate 
those evils which have their origin in moral 
causes. In witnessing, or in meditating upon, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, or conflagrations, there 
is nothing which inspires a humiliating idea, 
nothing which makes man turn with disgust from 
his fellow man ; such scenes, on the contrary, 
are calculated at once to soften and to elevate 
the mind, and to link the human race more 
closely together by the ties of sympathy : but 
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the sight, or the narrative, of mutinies and civil, 
slaughter gives birth only to emotions of doubt, 
or anger, or abhorrence, and compels man, 
which ever party he may espouse, to r gard some 
portion oi other of his fellow-creatures with feel- 
ings of a contemptuous or of a revengeful kind. 
To sul)jects of the latter ungrateful nature our 
attention must, however, now be directed. 

It has already been mentioned, in the de- 
scription of the newly ceded colonies, that, a 
short time previously to the peace of Amiens, an 
insurrection was on the point of breaking out in 
the island of Tobago. This insurrection was in- 
tended to take place on the night of Christmas, 
1801 , and the signal was to be the setting fiie to 
the canes nearest to the dwelling-hou&e of each 
estate. It was hoped that the appearance of the 
flames would Indocc the whites to hasten to the 
spot, and that they might then be murdered with 
little difficulty. The carnage was designed to 
extend not only to the planters, but also to such 
of the negroes as refused to joiij the standard of 
revolt. The intended insu< gents were several 
thousands in number, while all the force which 
Brigadier-gederal Carmichael could muster did 
not exceed two hundred soldiers. Luckily he 
obtained a knowledge of the plot, just when it 
was on the point of being carried ilito execution, 
mp his presence of mind enabled him to frustrate 
me plans of the conspirators without danger, and 
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^Milhout any shocking effusion of human blood. 
'Having soiled thirty of the ringleaders, he or- 
dered one of them to be hanged at daybreak the 
next morning, on the signal staff, and the body 
to be thirty times lowered and re-elevated, a 
signal, gun being fired at each elevation. The 
insurgents, who at a distance witnessed the exe- 
cution, were thus led to believe that one of their 
chiefs perished at each fresh raising of the body ; 
and the salutary effect of this belief was, that, 
‘’'Opposing themselves to be left without a leader, 
they surrendered or dispersed. For his firmness 
and wisdom on this occasion, Brigadier-general 
Carmichael deservedly received the thanks of the 
colonial legislature, together with the gift of a 
sword. 

Not so bloodless was the result of a mutiny 
which, a few mouths subsequently to this event, 
occurred at Prince Rupert’s in Dominica. This 
mutiny broke out on the ninth of April, 1802, 
and, on many accounts, excited the most serious 
alarm, not only in the colony where it happened, 
but likewise in the neighbouring islands. It was 
entered into by the whole of the eighth West- 
India regiment; one of "those regiments which 
consisted entirely of blacks. No previous com- 
plaints had, it seems, been made by any of the 
individuals which composed it; but it was sub- 
sequently ascertained that the grievances, which 
they alleged as the cause of their revolt, were 
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some deficiency in their food, some delay in th^ 
issuing of their pay, their having been employed 
to collect wood for the benefit, as they imagined, 
of their officers, and, still more, their having been 
ordered to drain a morass, which latter occupa- 
tion would, tlicy feared, be exceedingly toilsome, 
and a work of time. It is probable^ however, 
that all this would not have been sufficient to 
stimulate them to the desperate measure of a 
mutiny, had they not been further irritated by 
a false and wicked report that they were to be 
sold for slaves. On those who practically knew 
what it was to be slaves, and what it was to be 
free, such a report could not fail to be productive 
of a terrible effect. It was a lighted match to a 
charged mine. 

The explosion burst forth by the mutineers 
falling upon their officers, the majority of whom 
they murdered in the most barbarous manner, 
only two of them being spared. It was not till 
the next day that the news of this catastrophe 
was received at Roseau. The governor. Colonel 
Cochrane Johnstotje, instantly collected all the 
militia and regulars who were at hand, and dis- 
patched them by sea to Prince Rupert’s, wlyle 
he called in reinforcements from more distant 
quarters. He himself sailed on the eleventh, and 
arrived at Piince Rupert’s on the evening of the 
same day. The troops which he had sent for- 
ward, joined with the marines of some ships of 
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’.war which were in the bay, had already been en-. 
gaged in skirmishing with the mutineers, and had 
succeeded in compelling them to keep within the 
limits of the post.’ A parley had also been 
entered into, and terms proposed. The negoci- 
ation was now continued, and it was at length 
agreed that the mutinous blacks should lay down 
their arms. When the governor entered, with 
five hundred men, to receive their submission, he 
found them drawn up on the parade with their 
two surviving officers in front. He then ordered 
them to ground their muskets, under pain of 
being attacked; but, instead of yielding obedi- 
ence to tliis order, they seized their arms, and 
prepared to resist. A heavy fire was immedi- 
ately poured in upon them, and a furious contest 
ensued, which, however, was of short duration. 
The revolters were speedily broken, and they 
took flight in all directions. Some scrambled 
up the outer cabrit, others fled up the- inner one, 
and, as they ran along the line on the ridge, they 
fired the cannon there upon their pursuers, and 
then threw themselves headlong ilowii the preci- 
pitous rocks. In half an hour the mutiny was at 
an end. Sixty of the mutineers were killed, 
and three hundred and seventy, among whom 
were forty wounded, were made prisoners. A 
very few escaped into the woods and mountains. 
The loss of the whites was lour slain, and twenty- 
four wounded. 
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Several of the most criminal of the offenders,' 
• > 

were executed ; but, in announcing thjese events 
to the public, the governor deemed it just, or 
politic, to assure the West-India regiments that 
his confidence in their fidelity remained unshaken, 
and that he was convinced that they would join 
with him in abhorrence of the cruel murders 
uhich their late comrades had committed. 

Trinidad, towards the close of the year 1805, 
narrowly escaped from being the scene of a san- 
guinary tragedy. The blacks in that island, en- 
couraged, doubtless, by the success of their sable 
brethren in St. Domingo, formed a plan to ren- 
der themselves masters of tlie colony, by the 
atrocious means of a general massacre of tiie 
white inhabitants. "They are said to have made 
all the municipal, judicial, and other arrange- 
ments for their new government, and to have 
been, for a long while, occupied in the organiza- 
tion of a military foice. Happily, however, their 
scheme was tliscovered in time to pi event the 
conspirators from making ^y attempt to carry 
it into execution. ••Martial law was proclaimed, 
the most rigorous measures were taken to provide 
for the safely of the island, and a severe punish- 
ment was promptly inflLted oK the ringleaders 
of the projected revolt. 

That the employment of negroes as soldiers 
was not without danger, had already been proved 
by the melancholy event which occurred in Do- 



COLON!. \L EVENTS. 


o 


jninica. A fresh proof was now given in tlie 
, island of Jamaica. About the latter end of Au- 
gust, ] SOS, fifty-four Chamba and Kprumatityn 
negroes, who had been j)urchased to serve in the 
colonial corps, broke out into mutiny at Fort Au- 
gusta, wljilc under diill, and massacred two of 
their officers, Major Darleyand Lieutenant Ellis, 
who rode u\) to them to enquire into the cause of 
tlic tiiinult. They were speedily chastised for their 
disol)cdi('nceand barbarity. Fifteen of them were 
killed on the spot, five were wounded, and seven 
were afterwards executed. Fhe reason which they 
assigned for their conduct w^as, that they were 
too often drilled, and that they w’cre desirous of 
returning to their native country. It was a con- 
solatory circumstance that this mutiny was con- 
fined to the new^ recruits, and that the second 
West- India regiment, not only took no pait in it, 
but was active in suppressing it. The sole dis- 
agreejible consequence which sprung from this 
event was the dispute, which has already been 
inentioned, betw'een the governor of the island 
and the House of Assembly. 

A danger of tar greater magnitude threatened 
this colony in the succeeding year. A conspiracy 
was formed among the negroes, the object of 
which was to establish a government similar to 
that of St. Domingo. The means were to be, 
the firing of the towns, and the murdering of 
the white*' inhabitants. The execution of this 
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plan, it is said, was to have been begun b^; 
setting fire to the town of Kingston, tlic flames 
from which were to be the signal of revolt to 
other quarters. The day fixed open was St. 
Patrick’s day, but, some disappointment having 
arisen, the attempt was postponed till the end of 
March. Before, however, the latter time arrived, 
the conspiracy was disclosed to the govcinnient, 
by one Burgess, a deserter from the second W'est- 
India regiment, who had been introdiu ■ <1 to the 
meetings of the conspirators. Bui^css, liavu.c 
luckily been rpprehended, was scnlen: v .1 a* dean 
for his desertion, and, just before the ct>tenr{ 
wa'^ to be executed. 1 c, most prob. bly v dl» tn. 
hope ol saving his life, revealed the imperial 
secret \\hicii his -friends had v > 1 ) 1 ’ led to Inn; 
The subject having been strictly e.\amiiK\; nu > 
it was found that his depositions wci\. true, an 1 
he was consequently pardoned. Mre.v o' d. 
conspiiators were apprehended, .ir.l leme a 
them absconded. Two of them, i’ei 'I’at'.ins. 
who was to have been commando- ii. ciiiof, witn 
the lofty title of. duke, and Sambo John, who 
held the humbler rank of captain, were brougbl 
to trial, and were found guilty upon satisfactoi y 
evidence. They were both oxociited ; and tliu^ 
ended the project of a ncgio republic in the 
island of Jamaica. 

It seemed, at this period, as if the revolution- 
ary spirit were destined to make the ciieuit ol 
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^he West-India islandb. Guadaloupe and Mar 
-^tinico were now in our possession, and both ot 
them were in a disturbed state. In the formc> 
colony, however, matters were not pushed as fai 
as they were in the former. In Guadaloupc 
disaffection showed itself only in words and in 
an occasional disobedience of the laws; but in 
Marlinico a plot was entered into for seizing the 
town of St. Pierre, and the success of this step 
would doubtless have led to more cxtensiv(‘ ope 
. ‘ions. At the head of this plot uas a free 
Mulatto of the name of Molieie. Tlie dcstgn 
Mas discovcied on the day previous lo that which 
was appoinli i1 foi enrryu it into elite t I\f ;li 
le, lii-^ flight being p vented, blew out his own 
Main., niauv u. Ins piincipal accomplice^, !<:>> 
laaiiagcous, nci( seized in arms, and fifteen ol 
‘\h m weic put to death, 

JJunn ; the latter part of 1813, and a consi- 
driMble pait nl 1814, Dominica was harassed 
l>y a niaioo?:! war. It appears that the inteiioi 
lastne^scs of that colony had not been ranged foi 
nearly fifteen ycais, the consccpience of which 
neglect was, that the lunaway negroes increased 
in these intricate and secluded haunts, till they 
became formidable in })oinl of numbers, and ex- 
ceedingly troublesome to the white inhabitants, 
on whose pro[)crty they daily committed extensive 
•depredations. Nor were they contented with 
robbery alone. It is alleged against these fugi- 
tives that the governor having issued a proclania- 
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tion, offering pardon to all runaways, they put tO' 
death, after a mock trial, the messengers whom 
he sent with it, tore out their hearts, dried the 
hearts by the smoke of their fires, and exhibited 
them at the entrance of their camps. In various 
other instances, also, they committed the most 
wanton and atrocious barbarities. Ample proof 
of their daringness is affbrde(j by the circumstance 
of large parties of them having entered Roseau, 
plundered the houses, and retired witliout the co- 
lonists having ventured to attack them. In fact, 
they in a manner held the town invested, and 
tliat so closely, that the senior member of the 
council, though residing only at the distance of 
half a mile from Roseau, was obliged to take 
shelter there with his family, and to retjuest that 
a detachment of regulars migl)t be sent for the 
protection of his estate. They followed this up 
by offering a reward of two thousand dollars for 
the head of the governor, carrying off the slaves 
who remained in obedience, putting to death 
those who attenjpted to escape from them, and 
making their camp an asylum for deserters, from 
the troops in garrison. 

In this state of things it was absolutely ne- 
cessary to adopt dccirive measures, (fovernor 
Ainslie, therefore, put the military force of the 
colony ill motion, for the purpose of hunting 
down the maroons, in the woods, and mountains,- 
which were their places of retreat. This was a 
toiIsor\e and inglorious sort of warfare, and it 
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^continued for several months. At leni;th, how- 

f • ° 

ever, it was crowned with success; nearly the 

whole of the maroons being either killed in com- 
bat, taken prisoners, or compelled to come in and 
surrender. 

Little or no notice of this war would, in all, 
probability, have been taken in lingland, had not 
the governor, in the course of the contest, put 
forth a proclamation, one part of which could 
scarcely fail to provoke censure. This paper, 
tifler offering pardon to those who will lay down 
their arms, proceeds to state that “ the Rangers 
have orders to take no prisoners, but to put to 
death men, women and children, without excep- 
tion.” It is to be supposed, and it would be un- 
charitable not to suppose, that this menace was 
never intended lo be acted upon, but was merely 
thrown out in the hope of intimidating the ma- 
roons into submission, by alarming them for the 
safety of those whom they naturally held dear. 
There can, nevertheless, be no doubt that it was 
flagrantly impolitic, nor that it was calculated to 
fix a stain upon the British character. In the 
Parliament the conduct of Governor Ainslie was 
severely canvassed ; and the planters of Dominica 
were even said to have carried on hostilities 
against the maroons for the sole purpose of ob- 
taining slaves by capture, since they could no 
longer procure them by the means of importation. 
From this charge, however, the planters seem, 
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by fi statement which they made public, to have - 
vindicated themselves in a satisfactory manner.^ 
It is indeed obvious that, without risking their 
lives and properties, they could not allow' the 
maroons to increase their bands, and to fix them- 
selves firmly in the centre of the island. In con- 
sequence of the discussion which took place, the 
governor w'as called Imme, to give an explanation 
on the subject, and as, during his administration 
at Grenada as well as at Dominica, lie had, in 
more than one instance, acted at least indiscreetly 
he was not permitted to resume his authority in 
the colony of Dominica. 

The insurrection in Barbadocs is the last oc - 
currence which now remains to be noticed. This 
calamitous event took place on Eastci Sunday, 
the 14th of April, 1816*. The revolt broke out in 
St. Philip’s pai ish, shortly after sun-sdt, and it ex- 
tended, in the two following days, to the parishes 
of Christ Church, St. .John and St. George. A 
conflagration, upon a high ridge of copse wood 
called Bishop's hill, in the parish of St. Philip’s, 
was the first signal. Siiortly after, the cane.i 
upon eight or nine of the surrounding estates 
were set on fire. Some few of the rebels were 
furnished with fire arms, and a scanty supply of 
ammunition, and the remainder were armed with 
swords, bludgeons, and such rude weapons as 
they had been able to procure. Their approach 
was announced by the beating of drums, the 
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blowing of shells, aiul other discordant sounds. 
Tliey demolished the houses of the overseers, de- 
stroyed the sugar works, and fired the canes. 
Their fury seems, indeed, to have been c.xercised 
rather upon inanimate objects than upon animated 
beings. Sixty estates were more or less damag- 
ed ; many of them to a considerable amount. 

As soon as the news reached Bridge-town, 
martial law was proclaimed, and the regulars and 
militia were called into the field. The in.surgents 
had certainly formed no plan of operations on 
which to act, in case of their being attacked. 
They seem to have thought that this was a dis- 
pute between them and their masters, in which 
no part would be taken by the regular troops. 
In coii.sequence of thi.s absurd belief, they were 
more occupied in wandering pbout, to spread de- 
vastation around them, than in [)rep;uing for 
battle. It is no wonder, therefore, that they 
were speedily routed by the military force which 
w'as sent against them. Several hundreis ot 
them v\ere slain; and many of the most criminal 
of the prisoners were brought to trial, and paid 
the penally of their crime. 

At the moment of the explosion, Sir Jaines' 
Leith, the governor, was absent at (inadalonpe. 
On his, return home, which he hasteneil as much 
as possible, he took what may be called the sin- 
gular step of publishing an address to the slave 
population. The .sentiments expressed in this 
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address, conciliatory and humane as they were, 
did honour to the feelings of the writer. The 
language was remarkable, inasmuch as it dis- 
tinctly held out a hope, that the period, though 
far distant, would arri\c, when the system of 
slavciy would cease to exist. “ It is,” said the 
governor, “ not necessary to go into the nature 
and 01 igin of slavery, in order to decide on the 
impracUcability of its abolition, where it actually 
exists, excepting by a wise and unremitting 
system of amelioration, by which it will gradu- 
ally produce its own reformation. By such 
means alone, and not by the attempt of a 
rash and destructive convulsion, has slavery im- 
perceptibly, safely and happily changed, in every 
country where it had ever existed, but has now 
ceased, from the beginning of the world to the 
present time.” Few of the piomoters of the 
abolition had said as much as this; none had 
said more. 

By the planters and their agents this revolt 
was attributed entirely to the introduction of the 
slave registry bill into the British Parliament. 
It is stated, on their part, by Mr. Went, a gen- 
tleman of Barbadoes, who assisted in the exami- 
nation of many of the prisoners, that “ a free- 
coloured man, named Joseph Pitt Washington 
Franklih, aided by three or four other coloured 
free, men, had for several months previous at- 
tended the nocturnal meetings of the slaves on 
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Several of the estate? ^vhere the insurrection 
/jegan, with newspapers which they ?aid were 
English, and liad been received from England ; 
containing the information that a law had been 
passed there, making them free, and that they 
had only to demand their manumissions, which 
he said had arrived, but were withheld from them 
by their owners, under the advice of the attorney- 
general of the island, but which the governor. Sir 
James Leith, had power on his arrival to force 
their owners to give them ; that he recommended 
them to endeavour to obUi^in this manumission by 
setting fire to the canes, &c; if then withheld, to 
proceed to the destruction of the buildings, as- 
suring them, that as their freedom had been given 
to them by the king, the king’s troops would not 
be employed against them. A standard was 
taken from a party of the insurgents by the com- 
mandant, Colonel Codd, containing the figure of 
a general officer, whom one of the witnesses de- 
scribed as intended for the king, passing a crown 
to the hands of a black man, who has, hanging 
on his arm, a white woman. In a scroll, be- 
neath these figures, is the following motto, in 
broken English : — “ Bfittanie arc happy to assist 
all such friends as endeavourance.” This witness 
told Mr. Went, in explanation of the motto, 
“ that Great Britain would assist the slaves, 
if they would endeavour to obtain their liberty 
themselves.” This gentleman adds, “ that he 
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has no difficulty in asserting, that the insur-/ 
rection arose from the introduction of the slav^v 
registry bill into the House of Commons,” and 
he logically declares tl)at “ he is supported in this 
assertion by the confessions of very many of the 
prisoners, who declared to him, that they should 
never have thought of doing as they had done, if 
they had not been informed that they had been 
made free in England ; for they were very well 
treated by their owners, and very happy.” 

Now, admitting the veracity of the witnesses, 
it is manifest, that all this proves nothing more 
than that the meaning of a proposed law had 
been wickedly mis-stated to the negroes, and that, 
in consequence of this mis-statement the negroes 
had bioken out into revolt. But wdiat has this 
to do with the question of the law ilsclt^ or what 
valid argument against the law can the planters 
deduce from such premises ? The slave registry 
act contained not a sentence wliich could be 
construed to indicate an intention oi emancipat- 
ing {lie slaves; and il .vas, thercfoie, guiltless of 
the melancholy catastrophe which it is said to 
have occasioned. The planters may not, per- 
haps, perceive the glaring absurdity of their 
reasoning, if rca.soning it may be called ; but the 
common sense of the rest of mankind cannot tail 
clearly to see, that it goes to this monstrous ex- 
tent, that the Pailiament must never listen to any 
proposition relative to the situation of the slaves, 



COLONIAL EVKNTS, 


107 


Uriel that all British writers must be prohibited 
from touchin‘5 upon this delicate subject ; be- 
cause their intentions may possibly be misrepre- 
sented in the West [lulies, and such misrepresen- 
tation may possibly be productive of another 
revolt. If, in deference to this new tropical 
principle, nothing is to be uttered or written, but 
that of which the sense is incapable of being 
perverted by designing men, the pen and the 
tongue may slumber in a long repose. It is, to 
say the least of it, unwise in the planters to 
broach doctrines which not only extinguish all 
sympathy, but likewise inevitably give birth to the 
feelings of contempt or of indignation. After 
having performed their duties to those who 
are under their control, let them trust tlicir 
cause to the candour of their countrymen, and 
they vvill not stand in need of a more powerful 
advocate. 
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run rlikeaf or thk hriiish thoops in iroa to the 
PHESENr TIMl . 


Character of Tou^snint^ — State of St. Domias^o. -J 
constitution f rained. — Revolt of Moise. — Evpedi- 
tion of the French against St. Domingo. — iMnding 
of the French. ^Contest hetrveen the blacks an I the 
invaders. — Reduction of Crete a. Pierrot. — Le Clcrc 
throws of the mask. — Renewal of the contest, lln 
black chiefs lap down their arms. — Toussaint irca 
cheroHsli/ seized and sent to France. — Ilis death. - 
Renewal of the z>.ar. — Death of IjC Clerc. — Des- 
salines chosen bp the blacks as their leader. -Fa- 
pulsion of the French.—:’Infamous conduct of Des- 
salines loiLurds the uhilesj whom he lause^ to In 
massacred . — He is made emperor of IJapti. -~Hi^ 
assassination . — Struggle for supremacy hctaeen 
Christophe and Pelion. — Chrisiophc invested ruth 
the title of king. — jigents sent over bp Leikis the 
Eighteenth . — Concl usion. 

Though from the moment when the British 
forces evacuated the colony of St. Domingo, it*' 
history lui?, stiictly speaking, no longer a claim 
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to a place in this work, yet, as the original author 
has devoted a volume to the subject, and as 
many persons will, doubtless, be desirous to trace 
the progress ot‘ events down to the p'resent time, 
a rapid sketch is lieie inserted, at once to com- 
plete the narrative in all its parts, and to gratify, 
as far as possible, a natural and rational cu- 
riosity. 

It has been seen* that, when the British 
forces retired from St. Domingo, the govc rnment 
of that island w'as in the hands of Toussaint 
I’Ouverture. As the chaaacter and origin of the 
sable chief arc but slightly touched on by Mr. 
Edwards, 'it is necessary that the reader should 
be made better acquainted with them, before he 
proceeds in the narrative. Toussaint was born 
about the year 1745, in the north of St. Do- 
mingo, on the plantation of the Count de No6, 
at no great distance from Cape Francois. Only 
three circumstances are known respecting the 
early years of his life. These are his unalterable 
patience, his mildness to brute animals, and his, 
attachment and inviolable ^delity to one female, 
whom he had chosen as his wife. The regularity 
of his conduct attracted the notice, and won the 
good-will of M. Bayou de Eibertas, the bailiff 
or ffl| n ager of the plantation. Through the 
kindiSs of this benevolent manager, or, as some 
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atlirm, tlirongli hi*^ own unaided efforts, ho 
iiaincd to read and to wiitc, and ohlaincnl a 
suffjcJciiL Knoulcd'iic of aiithmetic; acquiiements 
so uiicuiumori in a slave, tliat tfiey made him 
the wonder oi his eoiiq)anions. jM. Ihiyoii non 
took Inm from the held, and giiNc him tlic [)lace 
of liib postillion; a place coinpaidtively u qiect- 
able, in which he could bolli acquire inonc}', 
and find leiMirc to cultivate the tedents that lie 
po^sbc^-cd. llis leading became louiablv exlen- 
s\’e, and liis idca& pioporiionably cnlarocd. l!i-s 
.spuation, too, was again ainelioiatcd, by further 
I)roinotioti. 

When the insurrection broke out, in 17 . 91 , 
Tousaainl was cageily solicited to act in conceit 
with them, by several of the leadeis'^wlio W'ne 
his fiiends. It is probable that gralitiule to his 
beiK'factor was the cause that prevented liiin 
from velding to their solicitations. Tha.t h(‘ did 
not yield is eeitaiii. flame of revolt, -how- 

ever, boon ( xtended so widely, that the >vhitc 
planters were coinpelled to fly befoie it. Among 
those who lingered latest in St. Domingo was 
]M. Bayou. llis flight was indeed so long dc’~ 
layed, that it would at last have been impracti- 
cable, had not Toussaint secured it, though with 
some danger to himself. Nor did he content 
himself with mciely saving the life of liis benc- 
iactor. lie shipped with him a quantity ot 
colonial produce, suflicienl for the supply of hi^ 
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future wants; and when IVI. jBayou was finally 
settled at Baltimore, Toussaint sei7ed upon eviuy 
opportunity to make fuitlicr remittances. 

There was now nothing to prevent Toussaint 
fioin fighting under tlie standard of his country- 
men. He accordingly joined Biassou, one of the 
negro cliiefs, and was appointed h's second in 
(‘oinmund. It was not long before Biassou, 
uhose cruelty was equal to his courage, was de- 
graded from his authority, which he had abused, 
and Toussaint was appointed in bis stead. Tlie 
death or resignation of the other chiefs, and the 
sujierior talents of I'oussaint, eventually raised 
him to the rank of principal leader of the negro 
array. 

Tlie war carried on by the negroes against 
the whites, for the recovery of their freedom, had 
not long been terminated, by the complete at- 
tainment of its purpose, before another war broke 
out of a different nature. This second war was 
waged by the partisans of royalty against those 
of democracy, and the numbers on each side 
u ere, perhaps, nearly equ' I. Toussaint espoused 
the monarchical cause, and was one of its most 
sti enuous’and valuable defenders. So highly rvere 
his services estimated by the Spanish govern- 
meg|t with which, as one of the allies, he acted 
in’toncert, that he received from it the rank of 
general, and other honours. He soon, however, 
discovered that the great object of most of the 
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planters u ho foimht on the side of monarchy was 
iiHioly to livct once nioie the chains of his sable 
bretliien; and he, therefore, wisely resolved to 
withdraw his powerful aid honi a cause which 
was intended to be converted into ati instrument 
of treachery and oppression. The result of this 
was, that he and his followers joined the republi- 
can banners, and were gladly received by General 
I.aveaux, who is supposed to have done much fo- 
watds bringing about this junction, and to whom 
Toussaint continued ever afterwards to be liimly 
attached. Disinterested, honourable and brave, 
Laveaux did, indeed, merit the friendship which 
was felt for him by his new companion in arms. 

"J’he person of Toussaint was manly. lie 
\^as above the middle size, with a penetrating 
« ye, a striking countenance, and with manncis 
alike ralculated, as occasion might require, to 
conciliate afl'ection, or command respect. Active 
in all his movements, he was an excellent liorse- 
man, travelled with astonishing rapidity, slept 
little, and indulged still less in the pleusurc.s ol 
the table. He had a strong memory, an aeule 
understanding, and an indefatigable industry. 
Personal revenge for injuries done to him he. 
never gratified, he committed no acts of tyranny 
in his public character, perfidy he detested, and 
even his enemies were compelled to acknowledge 
that his word was always religiously held sacred. 

Such was the man in whose liand.s was the 
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siipicine authority ovci the iVciich part of St 
Domingo, after the dc[><irtiij(' of llu Ihiti h. 
For a A\hil(, ineJeed, lu^ iival, iligaiRl, v.ho was 
at the licad of ihc nielattos, inainiaincd a san- 
ginrjjj} content MJth lihii lor supremacy, hut was 
fit 1( lejth cntiiely eh fcated, and expelled fiom the 
lirl. >id The couHnissioneib, sent t)y the Diiectory, 
ilill continued thoo, but, though they u^u ilv\ays 
tiratcd with tliut external doftjence which scein- 
< d to be due to them, on account of the nominal 
unh whi(h the\ lield, ihey were, in fact, ineie 
cyi)luis, without the oluidow of influence of any 
IvUivl, and wcic foiced to lean upon d'ous&aint 
foi ^up])Oit, instead of exeicising, as they wcic 
intended to do, any control over his actions. 

jio longer aii enemy to contend with, 
Toussai it no.v turned his attention to Inal the 
wounds which had been inflicted on Ids country 
by a long and obstinate war. Cultivation, and 
its attendant commerce, hectimo the puaninent 
objects of Ins care. Ihe polls \uk opened to 
foreign vessels, which ueic irnitnl to tiaffic for 
articles of colonial prudece. Great Britain im 
mciliately sanctioned a trade between Jamaica 
and Nt. Domingo, and a similar step was shortly 
a^waids taken by the president of the United 

^ 3 . 

No vestige ol slavery, of course, any longer 
existed, liut the blacks, nevertheless, were not 
allowed to waste their lives in a mischievous 
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indolence. They ueic employed as hired ser- 
\ants, and, that no disputes mij»ht tlieir re- 
iiiuiierdlioii was (I\^d bylaw at a thiid part of 
the crops; a rate ahich cou'd not fail to eive an 
ample rcwaul to their labour'-. No civil coiiGs 
as 3 '(‘l c\i^ilf‘d, and consequently idle vajijranb, 
like de^erleis^ Mere subject to a court-inai tial, 
which, however, could ^-cnteiice ihcm to no severer 
))iiiiishincnt than serving in the aiiny. The be- 
ueficial usult of these arrangeiiicats was speedily 
i-iblc. The plantations were again brought into 
a fertile state, the sugar-woiks and dibtillcries 
were lebnilt, and, in little more than a year, th(' 
exports of St, Domingo wTre i<d'('d lum the 
lowest ebb, to one third of w’hat tlitir e\lcnt had 
been in tile most prosperous pciioth. \r‘Othcr 
Sifiking proof of general irnprovcni(.ui wa^ sho wi 
ji) thf population, which, from its enjoyuK’ut ul 
uumerouo additional comforts, was increasing 
vrith Avonderfiil rcl[)idit3^ 

Society assumed in this new and anomalous 
kind of republic a more polished aspect th m t > 
to be expected from the nature of its constituent 
pails. Among liic lich classes, there was mucli 
splendor and luxury, not wholly without taste, 
and a considerable degree of iiolilene^s and at- 
tention to etiquette. Among thi' poorer, there 
was a spirit of kindness, hospitality, and atUch- 
ment to domestic life, and little propensity to the 
commission of crimes. Uooks w'crc not uncom- 
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nion in the cottages of liic labourers. Dramatic 
exhibitions and music were encouraged, tlic 
churches were re-opened, and public worship 
was performed, with all the dazzling ceremonies 
of the Romish communion. 

The military cstahlishment which, at the time 
when the British quitted the island, was about 
forty thousand men, was soon swelled to more 
than double that number. The troops were ex- 
cellently disciplined, and tliere seemed to be no 
want of skill on the part of their commanders. 
Many of their maneeuvres were admirably adapt 
ed to the peculiar nature of the ground on which 
they were to be made, and they were executed 
with a celerity and precision that would not have 
disgracctl an European army. Though, when 
not on duly, the soldiers and officers were on a 
footing of perfect equality, yet, in the field, a 
proper military subordination was strictly ob- 
served. 

Having now an interval of leisure, Toussaint 
resolved to make a tour round the island, for the 
two-fold purpose of visiting the various posts, 
and also of taking possession of the city of Santo 
Domingo, which still remained under the Spanish 
authority, though the ustof the colony had been 
giyflli up to the Erencb, in pursuance of the treaty 
of Basle. . His reception, as he journeyed through 
the territory over whicli he ruleil, was of the most 
flattering kind ; young and old, ol all classes, 
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hurrying to meet him, and vying in their expres- 
sions of esteem and fidelity. The Spanish go- 
vernor, Don Jcachim (Jarcia, at first lefused to 
deliver up the capital of the Spanish part of the 
island to any but native I’rench troops. lie 
was, however, soon convinced of the inutility of 
resistance, and the keys of the city were accord- 
ingly put into the hands of the negro chief. 
Having accomplished this im|)ortant object, and 
made in his progress a variety of beneficial regu- 
iations, as well civil and commercial as mililaiy, 
'i'oussaint returned to the Cape, where he was 
universally hailed by the loudest acclamations. 

It was now, for more than one n.'ason, be- 
come necessary that a regular form of govern- 
ment should be established in St. Domingo. 
Independently of the manifest improjiriety of 
allowing a free people to remain under militai y 
rule, there were circumstances, in the conduct of 
France, which made it wise to put the seal to the 
liberty of the island. It was by no means diffi- 
cult to perceive that the successful general, who 
hud seized ujion the reins of authority over the 
republic, was no friend to the state of things ex- 
isting at present in the West Indian colonies. 
The new constitution, which was framed after 
the triumph of Iluonaparte over the Directory, 
shut out from the French senate the representa- 
tives of St. Domingo ; an ominous exclusion, 
which naturally proved ollcn.sive in no common 



SUPPLEMENT 1(‘> 


(icgrce. It was also believed that the consuls 
iuid an intention, as was afterwards shewn to be 
tlie fact, oi rrstorinjr slavciy in the \V induard 
IslaucK, a seijcme' which could Jea^ j little room 
lor doiiljt that tlie same measure would be ex- 
tended still further at a convenient opportunity. 
Toussnjnt, therefore, resolved to defeat this plan, 
by forming a constitution, which should pi ice the 
Irccdom of his country upon a solid foundation. 

In this gic.it and beneficial work he was allied 
by many Jsuropcaic-» of talent, whom his liberaliry 
Imd diawm around liim. Artions these was Al. 
Uascjl, a descendant of the family of the cele- 
biated UKxtheinatician and author of the Provin- 
cial Lottep, the Abb6 Alolicre, and an Italian 
ecclr>iaotic of the name of Marinit. Mbim 
di( ir laljouir^ were completed, the result 
iIkui was submitted to an assembly of repre- 
sentatives, summoned from cv(i\ district in the 
island. The form of con^titution was unanimously 
.rjrproved of, and it was accoi'dingly promulgated, 
nth due ceremony^ gn the first of July, 1801. 
11/ this consiitwtional iiptrumcnt the supremo 
( xecutive^ power was entrusted to a governor- 
eeneial, who was also to have the command of 
the land and sea foi'ccs, and the powder of pio- 
posing the laws to the central assembly. His 
sway was to last only five years, with the sole 
exception in favour of Tonssaint, that he should 
liold his office for life, and should have the privi- 
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Icgc of noininnliiiif the* jjcrson who was to suc- 
ceed liiui tor llu“ iu'\t five ycar.s after ' is decease. 
The light of noiniu.uiiig uhs thenccfoilh to be- 
long to the erntjal av-Heinblv. I'his assembly wa-' 
to consist of two deputies fioin each department, 
to sil five \cars, and its fiat was necessary to give 
validity to tlie acts which weic to be proposed 
by the governor-generah Tlie island was, in 
tiuth, to enjoy a virtual indcpondence, but a sort 
1 1 pai amount sovereignty, and the exclusive right 
• ■t commerce with the inhabitants were assigned 
to France, whose future aulhoiity was, it seems, 
to be rather that of guardian.ship than that of 
absolute dominion. Still, her supremacy was 
unequivocally admitted, and the .'unction of her 
assent was asked for the changes wliith Iiad taken 
})lace. 

Shortly after these important arrangenunls 
had been completed, a melancholy event occur- 
red, which must have been a severe trial to the 
fceling.s of Toussaint, and which, with unparal- 
leled baseness, was converted into a tlieme of 
calumny against him, by the very edass of men in 
whose behalf he had done what nothing but a 
liigh sense of duty could have induced him to 
perform. (lencral ]\loise, who was his nephew, 
his friend, and second in command, revolted, and 
prevailed upon several officers, and a part of the 
army, to join him in his revolt. Their object, 
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however, was not to deprive Toussaint of liis 
authority, but to put to death all the whites, 
many of whom they did actually murder in cold 
blood. Their insurrection was speedily crushed, 
and Toussaint, inexorable to treachery and bar- 
barity, was, in this case, deaf to the cries of re- 
lationship and friendship. Moise and thirty of 
his guilty companions were brought before a court- 
martial, by which, their crime having been clearly 
proved, they were sentenced to death. The go- 
vernor did not think it proper to interpose his 
clemency, to save men who had shown none, and 
they were in consequence publicly executed at 
the Cape. On this occasion, Toussaint issued a 
long address to the people, to explain his conduct, 
and to impress on their minds the absolute ne- 
cessity of industry and education, and of a strict 
performance of domestic, moral and religious 
duties. The execution of Moise was, nevertheless, 
subsequently blazoned forth to the world by the 
French, as being an act of the most unprovoked 
and atrocious tyranny. 

That Toussaint, while he was laudably anxi - 
ous to secure the freedom of his native land, was 
at the same time sincerely desirous that France 
should procure from St. Domingo every colonial 
and commercial advantage which it could afford 
to her, there seems to be no reason w'hatever to 
doubt. That he should cherish a wish to retain 
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the high .station which he so well deserved, 
and to which he had been raised by the unani- 
mous voice of his countrymen, was naturally to be 
expected, and the wish was prompted by an am- 
bition of no dishonourable kind. There was 
doubtless no one who could so elFectually as him- 
self complete the work which he had so wisely 
begun. But, further than the retention of his 
authority, and the preventing of a return to the 
fcjrmer order of things, he assuredly did not in- 
tend to go. His language was always waiiiily 
in favour of the mother country, if so that coun- 
try may be called ; he had formally acknowledged , 
his subordination to her government, and he had 
given a sort of pledge for his fidelity, by sending 
his children to Trance for education, an example 
which was followed by several of his generals. 

But a conditional occupation, a modified 
.sovereignty, was not the object of the first con- 
sul. I Ic was surrounded by colonial proprietors, 
who were irritated by their sufferings and losses, 
and eager to recover all their ancient tyrannic-al 
power, that they might satisfy their thirst of ven- 
geance. Tlieir importunity was loud and inces- 
sant, and they represented the conquest of the 
colony as being a work of certain and easy ac- 
complishment. The pride of the persons in 
authority also came in aid of these clamours. 

• It seemed to thorn, lliai there was something of 
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rli,j>race in being dictated to l^y "icn who had '•u 
lecently been in the most servile of .dl conditions, 
and who we'i> still lool.ul iipviii with a sroiniul 
eye, as belooi'iiig to .lu mioiior oi Jer of human 
bemgs. But it is piobablc that, above alt, one 
idea luul a predo.ninating influence in the mind 
of tiic Trench ruler. On the restoralion of peace, 
a numerous army would become useless abroad, 
and therefoie formidable at home, and great 
numbers of officers, whom it would be next to 
impossible adequately to reward, and yet danger 
ous to treat with neglect, would be left wliolly 
^ unemployed, and might, perhaps, feel disposed to 
exert thcii talents and courage in ovci throwing 
that form ot government which had so recently 
been established. A war in St. Domingo would 
find employment for these restless spirits ; for the 
purpose of carrying it on, it would be easy to 
select that part of tlic army whitli was least to 
be busted; and even delcat would have one be- 
neficial clTecl, that of furnishing an additional 
opportiinify to thin the lank'- of the disaffected, 
by dispatching tis reinforcements all those who 
wore of doubtful allegiance. 

The signing of the preliminaries of peace 
with Ibiglaud at length offered to the first consul 
an opportunity of 'Virrying his plan into execution. 
In the harbours of Brest, L’Orient, and Roche- 
fort, twenty-six 'hips of war, and a crowd of 
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transports, were 0 (;uipped, and an army, con- 
sistiiJt^of five and twenty thousand iup '', the whole 
of them elio-'i n sfilili('r=, was emhaiktd with all 
the apparatus of Uiihlaiy -lanj^hter. It was in 
vain that the colonial deputies avIjo, although 
divested of their representative character, still 
remained in France, entreated the government 
to pau<e before it excited the suspicions ami 
iriitaled the passions of the blacks, by sending 
over a force which was manifestly loo numerous 
to be intended for any other purpose than that of 
bending the colony once moic under the yoke; of 
slavery. Their [)rayers and remonstrances were 
heard with silent disdain. At the .same lime, as 
if to leave no room for doubt, as to the' imuincr 
in which the troops were to be employed, all the 
enemies of Toussaint, and even those whom he 
had banished for the greatest crimes, were collectcvi 
together, to form a part of this ominous expedition. 
Writings of a nature qualified to awaken all the 
fears of the negroes wci c also profusely circulated, 
and w’ereat least tolerated, arid perhaj'^ encourag- 
ed. General Le Clerc, the hrother-in-iaw ot (lu; 
first consul, was appointed captain-general, and 
authorized to supersede Toussaint; General 
llochambeau, who governed the colony in 1793, 
and was notoriously hostile to the liberty of the 
blacks, was made second in command. 

In order to obtain a sure footing in the island, 



SUPPLEMENT To 


the semblance of pacific intentions was, never- 
theless, to be preserved for a while. A procla- 
mation was, therefore, addressed to the inhabi- 
tants of St. Domingo, in which they weie told 
that, “ whatever might be their origin or colour, 
they were all French, all free, and all equal, 
before God, and before the republic,” and they 
were fraternally invited to embrace the new 
comers, and to rejoice to see again their friends 
and brothers of Europe. Yet even here, through 
the thin veil of simulated kindness, a peremptory 
and menacing spirit was plainly visible. It was 
declared, that the captain-general had brought 
with him “ numerous forces to protect them 
against their enemies, and- the enemies of the 
republic,” and it was added, “ that whoever shall 
dare to separate himself from him would be a 
traitor, who should be devoured by the anger of 
the mother country, as the fire devoured the 
dried canes.” The proclamation, of course, did 
not specify who were the enemies who could not 
be kept down without an army of twenty-five 
thousand men, but in case any one, as was 
naturally to be expected, should say “ these forces 
are destined to ravish your liberty from you,” it 
instructed the people to answer, “ the republic 
will not suffer it to be taken from us.” 

This proclamation was accompanied by a 
letter, from the first consul, to Toussaint. The 
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letter was not an unartful composition. It 
spoke briefly of the services of the sable chief, 
it professed esteem for him on behalf of the 
writer, it held out to liiiii the prospect of rewards 
and honours, and it asked the assistance of his 
counsel, influence and talents, for the captain- 
general. Yet there was occasionally a lone of 
haugl)tiness and menace, which shewed that, in 
tlie other parts of the epistle, the real sentiments 
of the author were greatly at variance with his 
language. Tlie hints respecting the “ necessarv 
forces to make the sovereignty of the French 
people be respected,” and likewise about “ the 
cruel war” which would be the consequence of 
disobedience, could not possibly be mistaken. 
I’liat the letter might produce the stronger effect, 
it was to be presented by Coisnon, the preceptor 
of Toussaint's two sons, who was now sent ovei 
with them, and who was to deliver it to the 
father, at the same moment in which he restored 
(u him his children. 

How far I’oussaint had lately speculated on 
the probability of so formidable an armament 
being dispatched from France, or to what extent 
he had carried his preparations for resistance, are 
points which have given rise to much dispute, 
but which never have been, and probably never 
will be, ascertained. It is asserted, on the one 
hand, that he had olccirly foreseen, and fully 



SUPPLEMLXT TO 


l)rovided again&t, the lio«tile njcasiires ol tiu 
lii'st consul; while, on the other, it is main- 
tained, with no kss |)< i tinaeil} , that he was not 
aware of the storm which was ready to burT 
upon hill), and, that such was his confidence in 
the policy or the gratitude of France, that he even 
iinpiif-oned one of the deputies of the colony 
who, on his recent return home, had spread 
r< ports which ha<.l a tendency to excite, in the 
minds of the blacks, suspicions as to the real 
tlt'signs of the French government. From various 
circumstances, the latter opinion appears to be 
tliat w'hich is the most probable. It is ocilain 
that, when the armament did arrive, he was by 
no ineaus in such a state of preparation as, from 
his known prudence and his resources, he might 
have been expected to be, had he obtained timely 
notice of the full extent of his danger. 

It was on the twenty-ninth of January, 1802 , 
that the French squadron anived off the pe- 
ninsula of Samana, whence it steered its coui.-e 
towards Cape Frant..<is. On liw' route thither, 
Cicneral Kerveseau was disjiatchcxl, with a part of 
the ships and troops, to take possession of the 
city of Santo Domingo. It was next arranged 
that (ircucral Rochainbeau should proceed to Fort 
Dauphin, with one division ; General Roudel to 
Poi t-au-Prince, with another ; and the captain- 
general, with the remainder, to Cape Jran^ois, 
the capital of the colony. 
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riie division of Itochambeau, having a shorter 
distance to |)ass over, was the first to efi'ect its 
iancling. d'he 'liseinbatkation took place, on tlio 
tlnrd of February, in tlic bay of Manccnille, not 
Jar from Fort Dauphin. It is said, by the French, 
that they were violently opposed, and that they 
were compelled to conic to extremities with the 
blacks, before they could accomplish their mission 
On the other side, it is contended that they sent no 
summons, but wantonly attacked the negroes, who 
had lun in crowds to see them come on shore, and 
had no suspicion that hostilities were intended 
He this as it may, t he invaders were completeK 
Mieeessful in that (juartcr, as the whole of the 
101 1 -) weie in their possession by the close of the 
diiy. 

^V'llile <^hio was going on, Le Clcrc arrived oil' 
(.lape Francois, and prepared to disembaik the 
troops. Christophe, who commanded there, im- 
mediately sent an ofliccr on board, to inform the 
French general that no disembarkation would be 
sutFered, till instructions arrived from Toussaint, 
who was then in the interior ; and that an attempt 
to land by force would occasion the burning of 
the town, and tlic leading into captivity of the 
white inhabitants. Le Clcrc endeavoured to 
intimidate Christophe ; but the latter, in spirited 
language, replied to him, that he would perform 
bis duty. A deputation from the whites then 
went on board, to implore Le Clerc to suspend 
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his hostile movements, and thus save their pio- 
perty and their persons. To this prayer, how- 
ever, he refused to listen. As soon as he a as 
informed of Jlocham beau’s success, he disem- 
barked his army near Point du Limb^, a few 
miles to the westward of the Cape. Knowing 
that, as the whites were universally inclined to 
join the invaders, the town was not tenable, 
Christophe executed his threat of setting it on 
fire, and then retreated without loss, taling wiib 
him, as hostages, abou^ tw'O thousand oi 'be lu 
habitants. 

The French wore equally fortunate on .ne 
lemaining points of attack. Kervescau wa*- le 
ccived at St. Domingo without opposi'-uu. \t 
Port-au-Prince, the division of Iloudel actom- 
plished its object, on the fifth, after a liiflmg 
resistance on the part of the blacfs uud CJcneral 
Humbert, who, after the captuic cf the Cape, 
was dispatched to Po-t dc i'y Le Cieic, 

became n ister of the town and foil with little 
difficulty. All the French divioions had thus 
obtained* a Tooting in St. Domiugo. In the 
course of a few days they w'crc reinforced by the 
ai rival of 2300 men from Toulon. 

ihcviously to pursuing his operations in the 
ijUterior of the country, and perhaps iu the hope 
Aat his formidable force, and the vigour which 
he had displayed, had inspired such terror as to 
render them unnecessary, Le Clerc thought it 
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{)iopci Id Iry wli.it (Hl'ocl tlie^^c ciiciiinslaiicc*, 
{liC sij;iil d 1‘ lii^ tuo ^ons, and the letter of the 
v.o:i.ul, WDlild J)lodlk'C OpOH 'JoU^SaillL 
V oi non ^vil^ ac t diib erraoci^ 

\\iu\ iu.'-truc'tions io piOrtS llic iosLuit joiinu'V 

' i the Cape, and to Liinj:; bark tlu‘ 
h, incase ho could not succeed. When 
Sr* 1 i(1h'( 1 I'^.nncry, the residrnco of Toussaint, 
tlr^ .•?)!(* (‘hief was absent in a disbiut part of 
dj( Inland, whence he did not return till the 
('rD».'l day. Coisnon availed himself of tiii 
I • . to work upon tlie feedings of the wife and 
Oiut’.i. 'roussaint met his children with rap 
[ V* , and tlu'v shed tcarb in each others embrace. 

^ a v' !ii‘e he was shaken hy their solicitations, 
and lay loir of their mother. Hut, at Ic’ugth, 
conlirn id n ) i original suspicions by the conduct 
and lai gn.» a < f ('oisnon, who over-acted his pai t, 
lie di'enga.^(’ 1 himself from the clasp of his v\ile 
and sous, took ^ ic jiieceptor into another a[)art* 
incut, and o.n’d lo Inm, 'i\ikc liack :ny cliildren, 
since it mu^t he* .^o. I Will he faithi’ul to my 
brethren and iny God.’' Unuilling to risk 
iinollier iiUciview with his children, he Ihen 
mounted his horse, and rode to the 'camp. A 
correspondence was subsequently opened with 
him, by Le Clcrc, but it did not accomplish its 
object. 

"Jdiis liaving failed, L<i Clcrc determined upon 
a vigorous prosecution of hostilities. As ajpre- 
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l iminarv^ e issued a proclamation, by which he 
outlawed Tou&saint and Christophe, the forinei 
of whom he denominated “ an insensible mon- 
ster.” At the same time he promised, that all 
cultivators wlio had taken up arms, should be 
considered as “ children who had strayed,” pro- 
vided they promptly returned to their plantations ; 
that liberty should be given to the people of the 
island ; and that the soldiery who would abandon 
Toussaint should be received into the French 
army. Every other means which he could 
devise was also employed to shake the fidelity of 
the chiefs and followers of Toussaint. They wei e 
not only assailed by the seduction of praises, pro- 
mises and rewards, but he was held up to their 
hatred, as a man who was wantonly plunging 
them into all the perils hnd horrors of war, for 
no better purpose than to gratify his own male- 
volent feelings, his ambitiotj and his interest. 

These arts were not without their intended 
effect. The indolent and the timid dreaded theco.i 
sequences of war, and were, therefoie, willing to be- 
lieve that it Was unnecessary ; the credulous con- 
fided iq the assurances of the French, and, of coin se, 
believed the same ; and those who thought them- 
selves neglected by Toussaint, or who had been 
punished by him for their crimes, were glad ot 
an opportunity to take vengeance, by connecting 
Aemselvcs with his enemies. The result of 
these feelings was some immediate defections 
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;Voin the standard of the black leader. Among 
the first of those who deserted him were Gene- 
rals Ag6 and Clerveaux, the latter of whom, a 
mulatto, commanded in the department of Cibao. 
Tills example was shortly after followed by Ge- 
neral Lapluine, to whom had been entrusted the 
defence of the southern quarter of the island. 

Le Clerc put his troops in motion on the se- 
\onteenth of February, the same day on wliich he 
i.ssucd Ills proclamation. While he and Rocham- 
bcau moved onward, from the Cape and Fori 
Dauphin, into the interior, General Boudet was 
to perform the same operation from Port au 
Prince ; and General Debclle was to attack, and 
drive back upon Gonaives, the black general, 
iMaurepas, who still held an entrenched position 
near Port de Paix, and had repeatedly defeated 
the division of General Humbert. Le (ylerc 
soon found that the task which they had to ac- 
complish was by no means an easy one. “ One 
must,” said he, “ be acquainted’witli the country, 
in order to form a competent idea of the difficul- 
ties that arc to be struggled with in every en- 
counter. I experienced nothing in the Alps to 
be compared with them.” Of these local ob- 
stacles the blacks made a judicious use. They 
concealed themselves in the woods and defiles, 
fell upon the heads and flanks of the advancing 
columns, and, when repulsed, effected a safe 
retreat to their inaccessible hills. Jn this way 
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they harassed and weakened the enemy, without 
exposing theriiselvcs toftny seiious. defeat. 

The French, hov\cvcr, as was to l)e expected 
from their numbers and superior tactical skill, 
succeeded in foicing back their sable antagonists, 
and penetrating some distance into the country, 
'rhe divisions from the Cape and Fort Dauphin 
leached Flaisancc, Dondon, and St. Raphael, 
(icneial Chiistophc, after a gallant resistance, 
was iiniler the necessity of retiring from the strong 
position of Marmalade, in consequence of the 
loss of the important post of the Moinc at Bos- 
pin, which is said to have been traitorously 
sunendcred by thfc officer who v\as entrusted 
with its defence. The chief of the district of 
I’laisahce likesvise betrayed his trust, and went 
ovci to the French with five hundred men. 

On the side of Port au Prince, the invaders 
Averc at first not equally fortunate. Roudet 
marched to Croix des Bouquets, which, on his 
appioach, the negroes deserted and set on fire. 
While he was preparing to continue his route, 
his attention Atas suddenly called off in another 
direction. Dessalines, who commanded in this 
(juaiter, made a feint of retiring to the Mon- 
tagu c des Grands Bois ; but, by a rapid march, 
hd*^^asscd the Montagne Noire, and fell upon 
Leogane, wliicli he burnt, before the French 
could arrive to oppose him. 'fliis done, he with- 
‘drew to Jacquemel. The (h lection of Clencral 
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Laplume obliged liim, however, to quit this part 
of the country, and retreat to Grands Bois. 
Boudet then moved forward, and took possession 
of St. Marc, or rather of tliat part of it which 
remained undestroyed. 

Debelle was, at the outset, not more lucky 
than his predecessor, Humbert, had been. He 
attacked the entrenchments of Maurepas ; but, 
after a desperate contest, he was defeated with 
heavy loss. Anxious to remove this hostile di- 
vision from its station on his right flank, T.e Clcrc 
prepared to march in person, at the head of a 
large reinforcement, in order to co-operate with 
Debelle. But this movement was rendered un- 
necessary. A ncgociation had already been 
opened with Maurepas, and the designs of the 
l'’rench had been represented to him in the fair- 
est colours. Deceived by their protestations, he 
now consented to join them, with his four thou- 
sand men, on condition that the promises made 
by the proclamation oi the captain-general should 
be faithfully observed. 

Le Clerc, meanwhile, continued, though 
slowly, his progress. On the 21st of February, 
one of his divisions attacked Ennery, which was 
defended by Christophe. The position was car- 
ried by the assailants, and the black general was 
compelled to fall back to Bayonnai, having, 
however, had the satisfaction of cutting off a 
French corps. Being pursued to Bayonnai, by 
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the division of Salm, he withdrew from that po.st 
on the following day, and retired to the Mornes, 
leaving a part of one of his magazines in ti/C 
hands of the enemy. 

The I'Ycnch had not yet come to an engage- 
ment with the blacks under Toussaint in person. 
They were now to meet him. lie was posted in 
the Ravine a Couleuvre, a position of lem.irkable 
strength, which he had still further secured by 
abbatis and other means of defence. His regular 
force consisted of lifteen hundred grenadiers, 
twelve hundred other troops, and four tiundred 
dragoons ; to which were adtled about two thou- 
.s.ind cultivators, who were stationed on the 
wooded eminences, where they could be most 
useful in opposing the progress of the enemy. 
The contest was long, and both sides displayed 
much bravery and skill. The French themselves 
confessed, that the troops of Toussaint fought 
with great courage and obstinacy, and that it was 
a combat of man to man. As usual they claimed 
a victory, and asserted that the black chief was 
diiven from the4ficld, with the loss of eight hun- 
dred men. The battle was, in fact, a drawn 
battle ; Le Clerc retiring to Gonaives, and Toiis- 
■aint to the banks of I^a Petite Riviere. 

SHiough Le Clerc had not yet achieved much 
by the sword, he had, by other means, made no 
.small progress ia accomplishing his purpose. In 
tiie various actions which had taken place, Tous- 
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saint had undoubtedly sustained a considerable 
loss of regular troops: not, however, sufficient to 
juevent him from keeping the field, bad this been 
bis only loss. Hut it was trivial in comparison 
with that which arose iVoni the desertion of the 
chiefs and troops W'ho fought under his standard. 
The example of Clervcaux and Laplume became, 
as it were, infectious. It was daily followed by 
other officers and bands, who either went over to 
the enemy, or retired to their homes. The 
negroes, indolent by nature, began, in fact, to 
grow tired of a war that deprived them of the 
comforts to which they had been lately accus- 
tomed ; and which, besides, many ol’ them be- 
lieved to he persisted in l)y their leader for his 
own benefit, in direct opposition to their interests 
and repose. The French had not yet undeceived 
them, as to the fate which was intended for 
them. 

The ranks of Toussaint were, by this means, 
thinned in such a manner that, by the end of 
February, he was no longer able to keep the 
field ; his remaining force consisting principally 
of cultivators, who were badly armed, and worse 
disciplined. Yet he determined still to hold out, 
in the hope that the designs of the invaders would 
.soon be unmasked, and that he should then see 
his countrymen eager to atone for their miscon- 
duct, by renewed and more vigorous efforts. 
Though not able to make head against the enemy 
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in general engagements, he was able to harass, 
alarm, and weaken them, by incessant move- 
ments and attacks. He availed himself of his 
thorough knowledge of the fastnesses, to burst 
unawares upon the French, to cut off their small 
and straggling parties, and to retire beyond the 
reach of pursuit as soon as he had stricken a 
blow. A war of this kind, though it atfords but 
little scope for description, is exceedingly weari- 
some, disheartening, and destructive to those 
against whom it is carried on. 

One strong position, however, the blacks still 
retained, and tbisToussaint was resolved should be 
defended as obstinately as possible. It was the 
fort and Monies of Crete i Pierrot, between 
Port au Prince and St. Marc, and about’ eight 
leagues distance from the latter place. Dessalines 
was entrusted with tlie defence of this last hold. 
In the beginning of March, Le Clerc removed 
his head quarters to Port au Prince, in order to 
be nearer to the scene of operations. Nearly 
the whole of the French army was employed 
either in tlie siegp, or in occupying an extensive 
chain of posts, to prevent the escape of the be- 
sieged, of the introduction of succours. The 
French generals now began to give a loose to 
their love of cruelty. Six hundred negroes were 
surrounded and every one of them bayonetted 
by General Hardy; a similar slaughter was 
made at Trianon by General d’Henin; and a 
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third inbtance shortly afterwards added to 
the number, Ijy ( icneral Salins, who with a strong 
division surpri'^ed a small negro camp, and put to 
death every individual who was unable to elFcct 
his escape, llochambcau, at the same time, 
carried fire and sword through the surrounding 
villages, murdering indiscriminately men and 
women, whether armed or miaimed. These acts 
of l>ail)arity did not, however, pass entirely un- 
jiunished. In more than one encounter, the 
columns of the French were met by Dessalines, 
were routed, and pursued with heavy vengeance. 
The invaders at last succeeded in circumscribing 
him w'ithin the limits of the fort. Their attacks 
were vigorously pushed on, hut they wore so 
strenuously opposed that they advanced w'ilh ex- 
treme slowness. Finding, nevertheless, towards 
the end of March, that the place would speedily 
be no longer tenable, Dessalines sallied forth 
with the majority of his forces, penetrated the 
enemy’s lines, and made good his retreat. Three 
days afterwards, the remainder of tlie garrison 
attempted, in like manner, to break through the 
bcleagjiering army. But the besiegers were now 
on their guard. Only a small part of the garri- 
son was successful in opening its passage ; the 
other part was hemmed in, and massacred with- 
out mercy. The reduction of Crete «l Pierrot is 
said to have been purchased by the assailants at 
the expense of three thousand men, and scveial 
of their best generals. 


13 *.^ 
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The fall of Crete a Piei i ot scemfe fo h.i\ c 
been considered by Lc Clerc as a circumstance 
nhich was decisive with respect to the subjuga 
tion of the blacks, and which, iherelorc, rendered 
it unnecessary any longer to conceal his real in- 
tentions. Tlie soldiery had already shown in 
what manner they weie disposed to act. Thus 
assured of the temper of his army, and believing 
that lesistance was at an end on the pait of 
his enemies, he issued an order, by which he 
restored to the proprietors, or their attornies, all 
their ancient authority over the negroes belonging 
to their estates. 

Never was so impoitunt a step taken with so 
little foresight as was displayed in this instance. 
The oidei given by Le Clerc opened the eyes of 
evtiy class of the negro population. The culti- 
vatois (liscovcied that they were again enslaved, 
and the negio soldiers had reason to believe that 
the pioinises which had been made to them would 
be no better kept than those which had been 
made to their unarmed brethren. The soldiery, 
however, could not immediately resent this trea- 
chery by ^ appeal to arms ; for they had been 
broken into small parties, which were kept asunder 
and closely watched. Opportunity, nevertheless, 
was all that was wanting, to rally them once 
moie round the standard of Toussaint. 

This was the state of things to which Tous- 
saint had looked forward, and, now that it was 
arrived,' »he hastened to turn it to advantage. 
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Descending with several hundred men from his 
fastnesses, and joining Christoplie, who was at 
the head of three hundred regular troops, he 
marched rapidly towards the north of the island, 
collecting at every step his partisans, who were 
in great numbers, and eager to punish the perfidy 
of the French. His force speedily became for- 
midable. Having routed the division of Des- 
fouineaux, at Plaisance, he passed through 
Dondon and IMarmelade, drove in the enemy’s 
posts in all directions, and halted within a mile 
and a half of Cape Francois. General Boyer, 
who commanded in the town, was thrown into 
the utmost consternation, by the sudden approach 
of the black army. The ships in the liarbour 
were hauled on shore, that their broadsides 
might play upon the troops of the sable chief, 
and batteries were hastily erected. With all tiu' 
military force that he could muster, seconded hy 
twelve hundred seamen and marines from the 
fleet, Boyer made a sally, but was driven back in 
confusion, under the walls of the place. The 
Cape was soon closely invested, and would have 
been lost, had not the division of Hardy arrived, 
by forced marches, to its succour. The captain- 
general followed by sea from Port au Prince, 
having previously given orders to his troops to 
abandon the posts in the interior, and concentrate 
their forces in the north. The approach of the 
whole of the French divisions at length induced 
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^f.oussaint to Avithdraw, to a position in the 
mountains of Hincha; well satisfied witli having 
rescued the south and the west from the hands cf 
the enemy. 

The terror which they had felt, and the loss 
of men and of credit which they had sustained, 
w-ere not the worst consequenees which arose to 
the French from this invasion of tlic noith by 
Toussaint. Hitherto the troops had continued 
in excellent health. But the scene was now to 
be changed. By the crowds which had taken 
shelter in Cape Francois a contagious disorder 
was generated, which rapidly sprcail among the 
soldiers, thinning their ranks, and dispiriting the 
survivers. Powerful reinforcements arrived fre- 
quently from France, but, powerful as they weie, 
they barely sufficed to fill the chasms wdiich were 
daily making in the army by disease, incessant 
toil, and the ravages of tlie sword. 

Le Clerc was now convinced that he liad 
been too piccipitate in throwing oh the mask. 
Difficult as it must have seemed to him to be, 
once more to deeeive the blacks, he resolved to 
try how far it was possible for him to work upon 
their credulity. Accordingly, on the 25lli of 
April, he issued a proclamation, couched in tlic 
most insidious and equivocal terms, appaicntly 
promising liberty and equality to all the inhabi- 
tants of St, Domingo, without regard to colour, 
and holding out to the blacks the prospect of their 
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having a share in the government of the island. 
In this wily composition, he called for the coun- 
sel and opinions of all parties, in order to prevent 
him from pursuing, through mere ignorance, 
measures which might be detrimental to the wel- 
fare of the colony, and he did not fail indirectly 
to intimate, that whatever erroneous steps he had 
taken had been the consequence of his want of 
acquaintance with the wants, the interests, and 
the character of the people. This proclamation 
was immediately sent to the camps of the negroes, 
and profusely distributed in all quarters. 

Astonishing as the fact may appear to be, it 
is, nevertheless, true, that Le Clerc had not mis- 
calculated, with regard to the readiness of the 
blacks to be entrapped by the same snare, in 
which they had already once been caught. They 
read, and they believed : thus proving, as to 
themselves, the correctness of what has been as- 
serted of the unlettered of other countries, that 
every thing which appears in print is supposed 
by them to be stamped with the character of 
truth. It must, at the same time, be remembered 
as some apology for their credulous conduct, that 
it was not unnatural for the blacks to imagine, 
that the severe chastisement which they had re- 
cently inflicted upon French perlSdy, would have 
the effect of deterring the captain-general from 
again indulging it^j^the violation of his promises. 

Feelings of this kind, assisted by the love of 
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repose, and the dislike of enduring hardship-), 
induced the blacks to regard with disgust a pio- 
longation of the contest. Liberty was all that 
they wanted, and that, they were of opinion, was 
now secured. It was idle, therefore, to expose 
themselves, without an object, to toils and dan- 
gers. Defections began to take place to a great 
extent. Even those who, on the former occasion, 
had remained constant, were now won over by 
the seductions of the enemy. Cbristophe was 
one of tliesc. He entered into a negociation 
with Le Clerc, w'hich ended in his submitting to 
the authority of the French republic. This step 
was also taken by T'oussaint’s brother, Paul L’Ou- 
verture, who was at the head of two thousand 
troops. 

Chiistophe, however, did not abandon his 
companions in arms, without making some stipu- 
lations in their favour, lie obtained a general am- 
nesty, and the preservation of his owm rank, and 
that of all the negro officers. Put he did not 
stop here. He likewise insisted on the same 
terms being granted to loussaint and to Dessa- 
lines ; and to this article, unpalatable as it must 
have been, Le Clerc was compelled to give his 
assent. A treaty was, in consetiuence, entered 
into with the two chiefs ; a peace was concluded ; 
and, by the beginning of May, the French w-ere 
in quiet possession of the whole of St. Domingo. 
Dessajines retired to St. Marc, and Toussaint 
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to one of hib plantations^ which was situated in 
the neighbourhood of Gonaives. 

The. tranquillity tiius restored might have 
been lasting, had the captain-general been capa- 
ble of acting in an honourable manner. Cut 
treachery seemed to be his element, out of which 
he could not exist. Toussaint was the first vic- 
tim of it. Early in June, the Hero man of war, 
and the Creole frigate, anchored, in the dead of 
night, olF Gonaives, near the residence of the 
negro chief. Several boats were then dispatched 
on shore, with troops, headed by General Brunei 
and Ferrari, the aid-du-camp of Le Cleic. 

AVIiile Toussaint and all his family were asleep 
hij hou^e was surrounded, and a file of grenadieis 
jHiietiatcd into his chamber, and summoned him 
to sunendcr. Resistance would have been uu 
availing j and he, therefore, submitted. lie 
asked but one favour, and that was relused. “ I 
will not,” said he, “ resist the power winch you 
have obtained over me ; but my wife is feeble, 
and my children can do no harm. Suffer them, 
then, to remain at home. ’ His pleading was in 
vain. All the members of his family were drag- 
ged on board of the frigate, which immediately 
put to sea. Two of the black chiefs, in the vi- 
cinity of Gonaives, endeavoured to save their 
leader, by an attack upon the escort, but they 
were defeated, and tiie loss of their lives was the 
penalty of their fidelity. 

VOL. V. 


H 



SUPPLEMEN'r lO • 


These two perished speedily. A fate pro- 
bably less prompt and moreteniblc, was reserved 
for other friends of Toussaint, A hundred per- 
sons, against whom no heavier charge was 
brought than that they were his confidential par- 
tisans, wore seized; some of whom wete put on 
board La Muiion fiigate, winch was bound to 
the Mediterranean, and the remainder were dis- 
tributed among the ships of the squadron. What 
became of these unfoitunate men has never been 
made known. It has been surmised, and not 
imiirobably, that their captivity was terminated 
by their being thrown into the ocean ; a summary 
mode of execution, which was certainly lesorted 
to by the French in many other instances. 

In justification of the .step which he had 
taken, Le Clerc accused Toussaint of having in- 
tended to excite an insurrection among the work- 
ing negroes, and to raise them in mass. The 
only pi oof which he condescended to produce 
was a letter, written by the negro chief to one 
Fontaine, which, unfortunately for the veracity 
of the captain-general, proved directly the con- 
trary of what he asserted, and proved, likewise, 
that, in ■violation of the promises which had been 
so recently given, attempts were already making 
to i^uce the negroes once more to a state of 
bqpcfage. 

During the voyage, Toussaint was closely 
guarded in his cabin, and was not permitted to 
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have any intercourse with iiis family. Ills last 
and brief interview with them took place at Brest, 
on the deck of the ship, and was so heart-l)rcak- 
ing as to raise compa-ssion in the ho.soms of even 
the sailors. His family was com eyed to Bayonne, 
and what was its subsequent fate is a matter of 
uncertainty. Toussaint himself was hurried to 
the castle of Joux, whence, on the approach of 
winter, he was removed to Besan^on, where he 
was confined in a dungeon, the floor of which is 
.'•aid to have been covered with water. 1 lis death 
was announced to the public on the 27th of April, 

1803. It w'as the natural consequence of that 
slow torture which was inflicted by cold, and 
damp, and inaction, upon a man who had been 
accustomed to continual exercise, free air, and a 
torrid climate. Thus jierished Tous, saint L’On- 
verture, a man worthy to be held in lionourablc 
remembrance for his courage, his talents, and his • 
virtues, and especially for those virtues whicli are 
least often found in persons holding authority, 
namely, forgiveness of injuries, a .strict adhe- 
rence to his word and to truth,- and a temperate 
exercise of power. 

As if, now that Tou.ssaint was removed, there 
was nothing left to be feared, Le Clerc amused 
himself with promulgating a system of govern- 
ment. It was, however, for the greater part, 
little more than a servile copy of some of the re- 
gulation.? which had been established by his .sable 
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piedetessor, and its existence v^as so ephemeral, 
tliat to notice it any further than to say that 
martial law was the basis of it, would be a waste 
of time. 

To the blacks, who were doubtless supposed 
to be too broken in spirit to resent their wrongs, 
the grossest injustice, breach of faith, and cruelty 
were shown. The negro troops were separated, 
carefully watched, disarmed, and treated in a 
manner which betrayed an intention of acting to- 
wards them with still more harshness; and, at 
the same time, attempts were perpetually made, 
to oppress and enslave the cultivatois of the soil. 
The chiefs, on fiivolous pretexts, or on no pre- 
text at all, were arrested and slaughtered in va- 
rious ways, (iencral Maurepas, the brother-in- 
law of Chiistophe, was invited to the Cape by a 
tlattciing letter ; but, wdien he arrived in the har- 
bour, with his family and four hundred of his 
men, he was seized by the myrmidons of Le 
Clcrc. They were proceeding to tye bullets to 
his feet, and to throw him into the sea ; but he 
broke from tbcpi, and exclaiming “ Robbers ' it 
is my property that you want ; you shall not have 
the honour of drowning me he plunged into the 
w'tmes. His children and his soldiers were pre- 
ited after him. The news of this massacre 
fs carried to Chfistophe, by one of the blacks, 

' who had been fortunate enough to disengage 
himself from the bullets, and swim to land ; and, 
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almost at the same inoincut, tlie body of Maure- 
pas, which had been mutilated by a shark, was 
found upon the shore. Another chief, named 
Charles Chevalier, was hanged with his wife, 
who possessed a truly Roman soul. Seeing that 
her husband manifested signs of weakness at the 
sight of the apparatus of death, she reproachfully 
said to him, “ What ! do you not know how to 
die for liberty ! ” then, having uttered these 
words, she flung herself from the platform, and 
quickly ceased to exist. 

Lc Clerc miscalculated entirely, as to the 
patience and timidity of those who were the vic- 
tims of his tyranny. He had no reason to doubt 
the courage of the blacks ; and, had they been 
the most dastardly of mankind, he ought to have 
known that there is a point at which even cow- 
ardice itself forgets to fear. There was, in truth, 
now no resource for the blacks, except in an aj)- 
peal to arms, and it was obvious that their liberty 
could be secured by nothing less than the de- 
struction or expulsion of the French. The chiefs 
were, indeed, by this time, w'ell aware that they 
were marked out for sacrifice; and the other 
classes were equally aware that, if they valued 
their freedom, they must defend it by the sword. 
Insurrections consequently broke out in every 
quarter, and new leaders, as brave and active as ‘ 
the old, appeared in the field. Noi' were the 
original leaders of the blacks at all tardy in per- 
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forming their duty. As soon as tlic^ had made 
the needful preparations, Christophe, Dcssalines, 
and Clerveaux again laised their standards, and 
their re-appearance was the signal for general 
revolt. 

From this period the war assumed a charac- 
ter of unmitigated ferocity, at which humanity 
shudders. It was not merely a war of extermi- 
nation, blit of tortuie, and refinement in barbarity. 
It was not sufliciont for the French to kill, if they 
could not glut their lage and revenge upon their 
enemies, by every mode of inflicting agony that 
a sanguinary imagination could invent. The 
prisoners were drowned, or stifled by the fumes 
of sulphur, or shot on the brink of a deep pit, 
into which the dead and the wounded were in- 
discriminately thrust, or they were massacred, by 
hundreds, or exposed, naked and fettered, to be 
lorn to pieces by hungry blood-hounds, which were 
imported for the purpose fiom Cuba, and carefully 
trained. The ground was in many places covered 
with mangled, decaying ‘bodies, and the air was 
poisoned by the pestilential exhalations from 
these masses of corruption. 

So many crimes were not, however, suffered 
by Divine justice to escape without being punish- 
ed. During the summer of 1 803, the situation 
of the French was such, that it would have been 
pitiable, had they not forfeited all claim to pity. 
The same devouring pligue which had licfoie 
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thinned the ranks of the British army, now ex- 
ercised its ravages upon those of the French with 
more destructive fury. The invaders laboured, 
in truth, under many clisailvantagcs. Unaccus- 
tomed to the climate, they were worn down by 
intense heat and incessant toil ; and the contest 
was, besides, of so undignified and hateful a na- 
ture, that, instead of elevating the mind by the 
prospect of glory, and thus giving strength to the 
corporeal frame, it depressed and deadened the 
.spirits, and consequently rendered the body more 
accessible to the influence of contagion. It is 
no tyondcr, then, that the grave was hourly re- 
ceiving innumerable victims. In one of his dis- 
patches, (Jeneral Boyer has enabled us to form 
some idea of the situation of the troops. “ The 
heat," says he, “ was e.xccssivc; it became impos- 
sible for us to make any movement. The lowest 
Mornes presented obstacles to us proportioned to 
the inconveniences of the' temperature. The 
number of the robbers increased. Our hospitals 
were filled with sick, and every day the sickne-'^s 
made new havoc. The robbers calculated its 
progress with a secret joy.” Returning to the sub- 
ject, in another part of his letter, he adds, “ the 
sickness 1ms made dreadful ravages ; the oldest 
men do not remember so sickly a year.” Such 
was the mortality that, great as were the rein- 
forcements which, before the ports were closed, 
arrived in St. Domingo, and they have been es- 
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tiinated at from three to five thousand men 
monthly, they did not suffice to supply the 
place of those who had fallen by sickness or by 
the sword. Noi were sickness and the sword 
the only causes which contributed to diminish 
the number of the invaders. Desertion, even 
among the white troops, and especially among 
the Poles and other foreigners, were frequent and 
extensive ; the humane part of the soldiery feel- 
ing a shame and disgust at being converted into 
instruments of baseness and cruelty. 

To endeavour to trace the various encounters 
which occurred, would be a fruitless and a sicken- 
ing task. Even where the operations of war are 
seen tiicked out with all the pomp and circum- 
stance of military science, the monotonous narra- 
tive of daily slaughter gives birth to painful ideas; 
but, when they are shown in all their naked de- 
formity, it is impossible that the description of 
them should excite Any thing but loathing. The 
conflict between the blacks and the whites was 
not of that kind which bears the name of regular 
war. It consisted chietiy of a succession of petty 
combats, of ambuscades, of surprises, in which 
the French were sometimes victors, more often 
vanquished, but in which success itself was of no 
availTto them. When hard pressed, the negroes 
sq^lPh; refuge in the Mornes, whence, as soon as ■ 
their enemies had departed, they again poured 
do,wn and resumed their former stations. By 
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tliis kind of tactics, however, seconded by disease, 
the French army was so weakened that, before 
the end of October, it was driven into the forti- 
fied towns, and had lost Portdc J^aix, Fort Dau- 
phin, and other important posts. 

In the midst of this disastrous state of affairs, 
the captain-general, Le Clerc, died on the first 
of November, and was succeeded by Rocharii- 
bcau, who was then at Port au Prince, but who 
hastened to Cape Francois, in order to assume 
the command. Before the new' captain-general 
could arrive, the blacks, having been informed of 
the death of Le Clerc, and hoping that it had 
disheartened the garrison, made an attack upon 
the Cape. In this, though they fought with 
great courage, they were defeated. Desirous, 
on his side, that sonic act of vigour should give 
lustre to the commencement of his new career, 
Rochambeau determined to remain no longer on 
the. defensive. In pursuance of this resolution, 
his troops took the field, defeated, in one quarter, 
a black division, which was blockading the Mole, 
and, in another, recovered Fort Dauphin, after a 
sharp engagement. This, however, was the last 
gleam of their good fortune, and it was a tran- 
sient one. By the beginning of 1803 they w'ere 
again cooped up within the scanty limits of their 
fortified towns, and were as closely beleagured as 
ever by their sable antagonists. 

Dessalines was now invested with the chief 
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command of the black aimy, which received 
daily accessions of strength. The principal part 
of his foice he drew into the plain of the Cape, 
for the purpose ot straitening the (quarters of the 
French. In Maich a battle took place, in the 
neighbourhood of Acul. It was commenced by 
the Fiencli, anti was obstinately fought on both 
sides. At first, the assailants had the ascen- 
dancy, but, tow aids night, the blacks succeeded 
in repulsing them on all sides. Iiritated by this 
defeat, lloclumbean ordered five hundred of his 
prisoncjs to be put to 4catb. Some of these 
unfortunate men were only mutilated by their 
executions s, and were left on the field all night, 
to perish in agonies. Their cries and groans 
wcie heard to a considerable distance. Informed 
of this barbarous proceeding, Dessalines directed 
five bundled gibbets to be raised, selected all the 
officers w hoin he had taken, and as many of the 
privates as wcie nccessaiy to make up the num- 
ber, and bung them up, before break of day, in 
sight of the French camp. He then made an 
impetuous attack upon the enemy, broke their 
lines, and dro\e them in disorder under the walls 
of Cape'Fran^ois. 

The contest might, nevertheless, still have 
been indefinitely protracted, had the sea con- 
tinued^ open to the French. But an event now 
haj^ened by which that was closed to them, and 
anlluid w as consequently put to their every hope. 
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This was the ^eue^^al of the war between Eng- 
land and France. In the latter end of June, a 
British squadron appeared off the island, and 
formed a rigorous blockade. Animated by this 
fortunate circumstance, the blacks held their 
enemies more closely invested than ever on the 
side of the land. The horrors of famine were 
in a short time added to those of disease and the 
sword. The French were reduced to feeil on 
horses, rpules,- asses, and on the very dogs which 
they had brought from Cuba, for the purpose of 
tearing in pieces alive arid devouring the blacks. 
One by one, the garrisons of the forts, as already 
has been shewn in the History of the War, im- 
plored the protection of the British ; and, at 
length, with sullen reluctance, Rochambeau took 
the same step, and the last French standards 
that floated in' St. Domingo weie hauled down 
from the walls of Cape Francois and of St. Ni- 
cholas Mole. After a struggle, scarcely inter- 
rupted, of twenty-two months, the blacks en- 
joyed the triumph of compelling the remnant of 
their oppressors to leave them in jiossession of 
their liberty, anil of their native soil. 

Thus ended, in utter defeat and shame, and 
almost annihilation to the force of the invaders, 
a war which they had carried on with a fero- 
ciousness disgraceful to themselves, and shocking 
to humanity. It was not, however, as Lyons 
and La Vendee could attest, the first time that 
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French armies had indulged in such horrible 
barbarities as those which were practised in St. 
Domingo ; though the dear-bought experience 
which they had gained at boiric might have 
taught them, if any thing could teach the san- 
guinaiy and obstinate,, that the natural conse- 
quence of driving men to despair by cruelty and 
oppression is,* to render their resistance inter- 
minable as long as life remains. The dreadful 
scenes which took pjace in St. Domingo have 
already been incidentally touched upon; and a 
concise but striking picture of them, which has 
been drawn by a French author, will serve to 
make them known to the reader, in all their 
honible perfection. 

“ If we consider,” says he, “ only the crimes 
of the blacks against the whites, we shall look 
upon them as monsters. But if we call to mind, 
that they have been drowned by thousands, in 
vessels upon Can ier’s construction ; that they 
have been hunted down like wild beasts, by dogs 
taught to pursue them ; that they have been 
thrown to be,, devoured alive by those cruel 
animals ; that, after having lain down their arms 
in pursuance of military treaties, they have been 
hanged, burned, and slaughtered by grape-shot ; 
that they have been transported to Euiope, for 
the purpose of being placed in the fiist line in 
battle; that they have been plunged into dun- 
geons, there to perish by hunger, or in toiments; 
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and that, after having Imd their liberty guaranteed 
to them, they have been sent by shij>-loads to be 
sold in the continental colonies ; if we call all 
these things to mind, we can only groan over 
the cruel eflfect of the passions and of the spirit 
of revenge ; and the philosopher will sec in the 
chaos of crimes, and in the narrative of so many 
frenzied actions, only an atrocious anil bloody 
page in the history of the liumau heart ! ” 

The time was now at hand when these cruel- 
ties were to be avenged by cruelties of a nature 
almost equally base and atrocious. Tonssaint, 
in this situation, would have enjoyed the pleasure 
of forgiving and protecting; but the gloomy and 
sanguinary mind of-Dessalincs was inaccessible to 
any feeling of so noble a character. The unhappy 
white colonists were destined to pay with their 
lives for the late terrible events which had taken 
place. The blow w'as, however, for a while sus- 
pended, and every thing was done to lull them 
into security, and even to increase the number 
of the victims. Aware that it was impossible 
for them to send oflf their property without its 
falling into the hands of the English, by w’hich 
they would be reduced to poverty, and hoping 
that Dessalines would act in the same spirit that 
Toussaint had done, the planters determined to 
remain under the government of the negro chief- 
tain. They had, at first, reason to believe that 
they had acted wisely. Dessalines issued pro- 
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clamations, assuring men of all colours of being 
indiscriminately protected, inviting back such 
whitfe proprietors as were disposed “ to renounce 
their formci eitors, and abjure the injustice of 
then exorbitant pretensions,” and declaiing 
that Uiey should be received as brothers, with 
esteem and friendship. Nay, so far did these 
papers catry their deceptions language, as to 
lament that some mutdeis had been committed 
on good and humane landholders, “contrary, said 
Dessalines, to the wishes of our hearts.” 

But, not many weeks had elapsed before the 
real intentions of Dessalines were made perfectly 
obvious. By a proclamation, in the true French 
revolutionary style, fraught with interrogation, 
exclamation, invective, and dark suggestions, he 
stimulated his countrymen to stain their hands 
in the blood of the whites, and “ to ensure by a 
last act of national authority,” for this was the 
name which he gave to assassination, “ the per- 
manent empire of liberty in the country which 
had given them birth.” Every line of this de- 
testable produetion breathed rage and slaughter. 
It was followed, in February, by another, less 
objectionable in its terms, but which, as it or- 
dered judicial proceedings against the actoi s and 
accomplices of the massacres perpeti.itcd under 
Le Clerc and llochambeau, was undoubtedly a 
breach of the complete amnesty which he bad 
promised to grant. 
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It was the object of Uessalines to excite the 
black population to take on itself the task, and 
share the guilt, of exterminating the whites. In 
this he failed. The blacks did not participate in 
the malignity and furj!;by which he himself was 
animated. But, though his subjects were deaf to 
his exhortations, he resolved that his victims 
should not escape. The storm at length burst 
upon the devoted planters, whose llight he had 
taken especial care to 'prevent, by ordering a 
strict search of every vessel that sailed from his 
harbours. The military force was employed and 
disgraced in the performance of his hateful pur- 
pose. All the towns were successively visited 
by him, and the French inhabitants were put to 
the sword before his eyes, with the exception of 
a few surgeons, priests, and others, who, during 
the recent war, had acted towards the blacks 
with acknowledged humanity. Neither sex nor 
age was any protection, provided the victim were 
Fiencb. Guards, however, were placed over the 
houses of all other whites, with positive injunc- 
tions to prevent even the slightest violence from 
being offered to the inhabitants. 

That nothing might be wanting to complete 
the darkness of his character, he added perfidy 
to cruelty. As the massacre had been expected, 
several hundred persons had secreted themselves. 
They were now invited forth by a proclamation, 
which declared that the national vengeance was 
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satisfied, and they might, therefore, depend upon 
perfect security, on condition of their coining to 
the parade to obtain tickets of protection. They 
obeyed this deceitful mandate; hut, instead of 
receiving the promised tickets, they were led to 
the place of execution and murdered. The rivu- 
let which passes through Cape Francois was lite- 
rally reddened with their blood. Christophe and 
the majority of his companions disapproved, in 
silence, of these horrible deeds ; but two black 
officers, who had the boldness to express their 
disapprobation, were punished for it, by being 
compelled to hang two Frenchmen, who were 
then in the fort. 

This act was claimed and vaunted as hi.s own, 
by Dessalines, in a furious address to the in- 
habitants of the island. The sole ground of 
defence, which it brought forward, was, that 
some of the French had engaged in plots; an 
accusation which, perhaps, was true, but which 
could not justify the means that he employed, 
and the wide slaughter* of the innocent, and of 
women and children. It was in his power to 
bring conspirators to punishment in a proper 
manner. ” The most remarkable passage, how- 
ever, in this curious paper, was one which con- 
tained an impudent and cowardly insinuation 
against the character of Toussaint. In private, 
Dessalines is said to have pleaded the absolute 
necessity of gratifying his troops with the blood 
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of their ^mies, as .the rear4»otive which 
prompted him to bis barbarous conduct. , 

Previously to this event, ^Dessalines had Mbph 
invested with the suprenie^^ignity. A meeting 
of the cbiefe and gehetl^pok. place on the £rst 
of January, 180^ and first' step was to re- 
nounce for eva: a*ll connection with Fr^^c, and 
to pledge themselves, by tha most solernn-oaths,' 
to perish rather than to yield to her dominion;. 
Dcssalin^. -wafe anointed governor-general fon 
life, and waa enhdu^ted with the power of enacting 
law, making wmr and peace, and nominating his 
successor. > That noUiing might remain that 
, could remind them of French sovereignty, they 
abolished the name of St. Domingo, and restored 
to the island the name of Hayti, which was its 
aboriginal name. 

' ^n order to recruit the population osf the 
country, Dessatines, on his accession to power, 
held out encouragement to the returning of such 
negroes and mulattoes ns had .been t^cen from 

• * f 

the island*; and he offered,' to American captains, , 
a re^^ard of forty doljars, for each person whom - 
they conveyed in their vessels. * lie likewise eii-T 
pressed his.-^diQei^‘‘to open, his ports to Eng- 
lish slave shsps, and to give the people of Jamaica 
the exclusive privilege of selling negroes in Hayti. 
The blficks so imported were, however, to be 
employed the military service *, and, on 

his bi»ng censi!^ for this scheme, he pleaded*. 
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that, as Q^Oes would still continue to be 
jtorii from Africa, it was better that he shovdd 
mwe fieemen aqd soldiers of tliein, than that 
they should be doomed to perot^uul bondage in 
the'Brltish and other c(%}nies. 

At the period tvhen the wretched fragments 
of the French ainiy in the westeni quarter were 
expelled from their last holds, at the Cape and 
^e Mole, the Spanish pait of the island acknow- 
l^ged the authority of the cOnqnerors,’ Per- 
suaded, however, by their pciests^^as it is said, 
or, more probably, disgusted and terrified |)^ the 
brutelityof Dessalines, tluiSpaniards subsequently 
retracted their submission, and espoused the ca^ 
of the !l^peoch. The city of Santp^Domingp, t^ 
fortifications of which, thou^ intrinsically 'bad, 
are strong enough to keep at bay an unskilful as-^ 
sailant, was still in the possesinon of the'Fremli;, 
who were commanded by. General Ferraad. 
From that city Dessalines resolved to dislodge 
the Having previously made a tour 

round t^e coast, to ekamise and strengthen every 
ppint, he issued u proctan|§tion, addressed to the 
Spaniard^, threat«[nmg ^^theipi with his utmost 
vengeance, if tJuUy persisted^ht th^ opposition; 
and he then niafehed t^ give wm^t to his threat 
with twenty-two ^ou^and m<e^. He laid siege 
to Santo Domingo, but he unable to make 
any impression upon die work^ Which were ob- 
itiUMely defended ; and the'arnval of a French' 
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•wjuadron, leinfoi cements, induced liiin to 

consider his enterprise as a hopeless one, and to 
retire homeVrard With his h^ed forces. 

That General Ferrand ^splayed oouiage and 
tdlentin the deface of Sffl|tpDoiningQ is<indisput- 
able, but that h^ was destitute of jirndence lind 
humanity is made obvious^ by a proclamation, 
which he thought proper to issue against those 
who furnished tlie blacks with supplies, and whicl^' 
evefi from a French general, must be considered* 
as an extraordinary production. Were it not for 
the date^ it might easily be mistaken for one of 
the compositions of that comihittee of public 
safety which, in the years 1793 and 1794, cover- 
ed France with^ scaffolds and blood. > Ah air of 
(udicrousness is at the same time thrown over it, 
by the' circumstance ^at, at the period when it 
came fordi, the British vessels were masters of the 
sea, and Ferrand himself was a sort of prisoner 
within certain bounds. All 'individuals whom- 

soever,” says this summaiy decree of pro# 9 fl|tldon, 
who are found on board any vessel, or vessels, 
allies or neutrals, bound to any ports in Hispa*^^ 
niola occupied by the rebels, shall suffer death.' 
Those found board any vessel, agies or neu- 
trals, coming opWof any ports in Hispaniola, oc- 
cupied by the rebels, shall suffer death.” The 
last clause is a very fit climaic to such a mass of 
spiteful and abaiird barbar^ ^ llhis paper dis- 
plays, “ Thcise*^ found,” it Mys “ at two leagues 
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, ,froin any. port on the coabt of Hispaniola, oc- 
cupied by the rebels, on board of allies or neutrals, 
shall suffer death.” The author of this procla- 
mation died in a manner which was worthy of 
him. Having been defeated by the Spaniards 
in the year 1808, he blew Out bis brains, in the 
diead of falling into the hands of tliose who were 
closely pursuing him. 

, . The failure of Dessalines, in his enterprise 
against Santo Domingo, did Hot (^liminish the 
confidence which was reposed in him by his black 
countrymen, the Haytians, as they will henceforth 
, be called. Of this, shortly after his return, they 
gave to him a signal proof. On the eighth of 
October, he was crowned, with great pomp, as 
emperor of Hayti, by the, name of James the 
first. A new constitution was, at the same time, 
promulgated, purporting to be the production of 
twenty- three persons, who were the legally chosen 
representatives of the people. Tliough not with- 
out obvious defects, it had much in it that was 
praiseworthy ; and, had it been properly admi- 
nistered, it might have ensured the happiness of 
Ihc Huytians. Among other things, it established 
a toleration iu r^igious affgirs, the equal opera- 
tion of the laws, and the inviolability of ilie pro- 
perty and the dwellings of the citizens. It gave 
;o the emperor numerous privilf^s Of high value, 
^nd the, dangerous p^wer of inkking the laws ; 
but it decreed that, in case of , His attaching to 
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him self any separate military force, under the 
name of guards of honour, or any other name, he 
should be deemed to be at war with the cornmn- 
nity, and should be removed from the tin one. 

Delivered from the j^ourge under which they 
had lain so long, the Haytians now ,be*gan to 
turn their attention to the arts, and enjoy some 
of the comforts of civilized existence. Religion 
was treated with due respect, marriage was en,- 
couraged, and schools were establishc<l in almos^ 
every district. The cultivators,' though in certain ' 
cases allowed to remove, worked, in general, on 
the estates to which they had formerly belonged, 
but their labour was not urged -beyond their 
stiength, and it was paid for with liberality. A 
majority oi them were females ; the late sangui- 
nary war having considerably decreased the 
number of adult males. Estates, as having been 
confiscated, were mostly in the hands of the go- 
vernment, by which they were let out at stated 
rents. When, however, a mustee or mulatto, 
though illegitimate, could prove his relationship 
with an old white pioprietor, he was admitted as 
the heir of ^s property. The sugar works haV- 
ing been nea^y all destroyed, coffee v^as the 
chief article* of pklducc, and, m the year 1805, 
thirty millions of pounds of it were grown. 

In thO year just mentioned, the population of 
Hayti appears to have consisted of about four 
hundred thojc^^h^' souls, jk The reg&lar army, 
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nliich, thougi) badly ciothed, was well disciplined 
and arnjied, Was fifteen thousand strong, one- 
tenth of which number was cavalry. Besides 
this, there was a sort of militia, formed of al} the^ 
males capable of bearing ^rms, who were annually 
embodied add trained four timest^fduring several 
days. In case, that a peace with England should 
put it into the power of France to renew her 
attacks, it was resolved by the 'Haytians to, de- 
the towns, and withdraw to the Momes; 
dnd, with a view to this, 'they forfified, with ^eat 
assiduity and skill, all the most commanding po- 
sitions, collected laige magazines in the interior, 
and extensii'ely planted the ravines and slopes of 
the hilts with yams, bananas, plantains, and 
other articles of food. , Many of the forts were 
^tuated on conical hills, the circuit of which was 
cultivated as a provision ground, and'cotdd be 
swept by the fire of the cannon, so as to prevent 
an enemy from interrupting the garrison in their 
obtaining the supplies which were furnished by 
tlie’ soil. 'Particular care was taken to su^ly 
these position^ with ./ater, tlid’ want of which 
bad been severely felt at Crete k Pierrot. 

TKh reign of Bessalinestwas tvM of long du- 
ration. Ferocious, '^'uneidighthiV^; full of jealousy, 
and .caprice, he hed little more to recommend 
him than the merely animal ijufalities of activity 
'and courage. Some of his decrees on the sub- 
l^jects of le^slation conAner<!^. are 'snfiieient 
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tesUtnonies of his Uck of knowledge and talents. 
But, had ignorance been his only demerit, he 
would, in all probability, liave continued fir 
many years to be the peaceable possessor of the 
throne. His cruelty tlie'cause of his down- 
fal. Without proof of guilt,' even the 

form of a triel, he scrupled not to sh6d,|he blood 
of his people, wbenei7er he was prompted by his 
passions or his fears. The offspring of tyrani^. 
is conspiracy ; and by conspiracy DessaUties^Jj^' 
risbed. Unable any longer to endure his bari^> 
rity, and having likewise reason to believe that 
be was, at that monieat, meditabng'an, extensive 
proscription, the leading officers of the stale and 
of the army formed a plan to depose the tyrant. 
Their measures were taken with so much heresy, 
that he who was the object of tliera,' had a 
suspicion of the danger which was impending 
over his head. On the 17th of October, 1806, 
the conspirators put their sebemo iuto ^ecution. 
Dessabnes ^as surrounded by bis en^i^9&s» at the 
head quarters, and, while he was en^ea^oiiring to 
escape, he received a mortal wound, of whidr he 
immediately expired. 

The d^th of Dessalinea not only pot an end 
to the empire*0fr<Hayti, but likewise produced a 
division of it, and a civil war. In the north, the 
reins of government were assujned by Christopbe, 
who, for the ^om^t, contented himself with the 
modest tidk^ chi^ of tile government of Hayti. 
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In tlie south, Petion seized the opportunity of 
asserting his diims to at least an equal share of 
the vacant authority. The capital of Chiistophe 
was Cape Francois ; that of Petior was Port au 
Prince. , 

Chiistophe, ' who is believed to have been 
Lorn in Grenada, was the friend of Toussaint, 
and not Wholly unlike to h*iin in character. He 
was brave, tolerably skilful, attentive to his moral 
duties, hospitable and generous; with a respect- 
able share of natural talents, and more dignity of 
manner than vras to be expected from one whose 
early life bad been spent under circumstances of 
a painful and unpropitious kind. At the time 
when Dessalines lell, Christophe was the second 
in command. 

Petion, who, under the late government, held 
Ihc third rank, and was comroander-in-chief at 
Port au Prince, was infinitely superior to his 
1 ival in acquired-advantages. He was a mulatto, 
who had iweived his education in^the milkaiy 
school at Paris, had lived long in polished society^ 
was amiable iin^^is manners, mild in his disposi- 
tion, and fond of' literature. As a military man 
he possessed a high -reputation, and he was con- 
sidered as the best engiheer in St' Domingo. 

One of the first acts -of Clfristophe was to 
leinove the lesliaints upon' trade w.bSch his pre- 
decessor had so unwisely irnpOSC^. Complete 
security to persons aitd'prop^rty Vtta promised 
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to all who would visit the island for the purpose 
of coipnieree. The new chief baclfoon a favour- 
t^ble opportunity of propitiating the favour of the 
British cabinet, and he did nof n^lect it. In 
the southern part of St. Domingo some ill-dis- 
posed individuals had opened a cerfe^pondence 
with a disailected party in Jamaica, i«Bid they 
hoped to excite a icvolt in the latter colony. 
This plot was di.scoveied by Christophe, who in-^ 
stantly ariested those by whom it was carried o^iA 
Plea‘'«‘d by this instance of his good tajth, the 
British ministry issued, in Febiuary 1807, an 
order of coiuacil, by which English merchantmen, 
hound for Buenos Ayres and La Plata, were 
permitted to dispose of their raigoes in any of 
the ports of the blacks, to take on board the 
produce of the cquntry, and either to return ’svith 
■lUftir freightage to any port of the united kingdom, 
or to ship it in neutral vessels, to be spld in the 
settlements of hostile powers, and to bring, in 
neutral vesjsels, the proceeds of the sale into any 
harbour of Great Britain or Ireland. This step 
was beneficial to both parties, but t'sjKJcially to 
the Hfiytians, for whose staple articles it opened 
a safe and extensive market/. 

r -ti 

The imperial* authority being abolished, it 
was thought necessary that another constitution 
should be ffiitned, Accordingly a council, which 
consisted of ^he generals apd tho principal citizens, 
was held at^i^pe Franj^oHsi ood tlie' result of its 
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labouis was a constitution, which was promul- 
gated oti thettyth of February, 1 807. By this 
act the higher pouers of government were en- 
trusted, for life, to a chief magistrate, with the 
title of piesident and generalissimo of the land 
and sea forces, and the right of administering the 
finances, making peace and wai, concluding trea- 
ties, pioposing laws to the council ot state, and 
giving his final sanction to them. On the presi- 
dent was also conferred the privilege of choosing 
his successor, but only from among the generhls, 
and in a prescribed manner. Christophe was 
appointed.>^e first president. 

The council of state, which was the othei 
branch of the government, was to be com- 
posed of nine members, of whom at least two- 
thirds were to be generals. Its business was to 
be, to receive the propositions of laws 
president, to give them a proper form, to fix the 
amount of taxes, to sanction treaties, to settle the 
mode of recruiting the armies, and to take an 
annual vievf' of the leceipts, the expenditure, and 
the lesources of the ccjntry. 

Every individual was declared to be free, 
slavery^ was for ever abolished, central schools 
were ordered to be established in all the divisions, 
and, though the KonSan catholic religion was 
proclaimed to be that of the state, a hill toleration 
was extended to all other rdigions. On the 
country being in danger, every Hi^an, between 
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the ages of sixteen and 6 fty, xvas liable to be 
called into the field. At the *^11(16 time, the 
framers of this code wisely made known their 
resolution not to give any distui^ancc to the 
j)ossessors of the neigbbouring/iK>lonie 3 , but to 
confine their military efforts strictly to the pre- 
servation of their own territory. > 

It would not be difficult 'to criticise this pro- 
duction of the black law-givers, and to demc% 
strate its faults ; but candour must oiVn, thalHt 
was not without such a share of merit as to ren- 
der it by no means discreditable to its authors, 
and even that, all circumstances cooridered, it was 
as good as at that period could he* expected, or, 
peihaps, could be executed, in the disturbed and 
semi-civil I sed situation of the Haytian people. 

On the day of his accession to the president- 
jdhit^ Christophe addressed to the army and 
people a proclamation, which was ^worthy of 
praise for its sound sense, arid its moderate and 
dignifiled language. It was energetic rvithout 
being bombastic, and firm without being haughty 
or boastful. It concluded in the following words : 
“ After having re-established religion, defeated 
immorality, restored manners, and encouraged 
agriculture and trade, we shall have still great 
labours to encounter. We must not neglect the 
use of arms. The enemy watches our movements, 
and observes our proceedings. We have as yet 
no guarantnu of the affections of our friend"*. 
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VV^c must bind the Uttci to u& by treaties ; we 
must be ready to nj((t the formci in tlie field. 
Abandoned to ourselvt^j, our rcsouice.-)aie in our'*- 
selves. They are in you, soldiers, who aie leady 
generously to spill your blood, sooner than yield 
to a haughty enemy youV liberty, which is the 
reward of your coupge ! They are in you, inha- 
bitants and industrious cultivators, from whom 
the state V derives its wealth! It is ^our union, 
your submission to the laws, which aie to be the 
cement and bond of our independence. 

“ The line of politics which foieign powers 
will pureue with respect to us, is not yet luani- 
fe‘'ted. Whatever it may be, let us place our- 
.sehes in such a situation, that, without holding 
out any defiance to them, we may, at the same 
time, have nothing to dread from those who may 
entertain hostile intentions. 

“ Let those who wish a political connection 
-with us, or who would enjoy the advantage of our 
commerce, find an equitable reciprocity. To the 
rest let us offer battle and death. 

“ At the same tin o t^iat we are occupied 
with these thoughts, let us never forget that the 
safety of a fiec people is best maintained by ai ms. 
Its cultivation employs a part of our fcllow-citi- 
zens : let us, however, remember that wc arc all 
soldiers, and that they have been warlike nations 
alone w ho have been able tp preserve their liberty. 
I.et us call to mind, that a handful of Greeks, 



TH5i TIISTORY OF ST. DOMINGO. 


173 


devoted fc their country, confounded the rage of 
a million ol barbarians, who endeavoured to wrest 
from them their liberty. Let us swear to observe 
our saered constitution, to cause it to be observed, 
and to perish sooner tlian allow h: to he violated 
in tlje smallest degree.” 

It was amidst the din ttf war that the new 
constitution had its birth. The two rivals for 
power caiiiod on the contest against each other 
with the most determined haticfi. Christophe 
had, at fir'-t, the ascendency. On the first of 
January, 1807, he totally defeated Potion, in a 
desperate battle, \\hich vvas fought at Cibert. 
The vanquished chief saved himself with great 
difficulty, and was pursued to Port au Prince. 
Christophe immediately laid siege to the city, 
which for some time he closely pressed ; but, 
either baffled l)y the superior skill of Pciion, ©r, 
as he affirmed, finding it necessary to leturu to 
the north, in consequence of the plots which 
were there carrying On, and the number of con- 
spirators in his own army, he raised the siege and 
retired to Cape Francois. 

The war bctn’cen the two chiefs, was, how- 
ever, con tinged for some years with imabating 
fury, though With balanced success. Neither 
party was sufficiently strong to overpower the 
other, or even to obtain any decisive advantage. 
The theatre of the contest was chiefly confined 
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to twp pcHiits ; tlie one was the nortlt-wcstern 
peninsula, where the tioops of Petion held the 
posts of Port de Paix and Cape Nicholas Mole ; 
the other was tlie central counp) , on each side 
of the Artibonite, including the towns of Go- 
naives, Artibonite,, Arcahayd and St. Marc, the 
latter of which waa\^trpggled*for with great per- 
tinacity. At length, after repeated efforts, 
Christophe succeeded in expelling the enemy 
ffola the north-western peninsula ; Port de Paix 
being first. peduced, and subsequently, at a long 
interval, the important post of Cape Nicliolas 
Mole. not till the month of October, 

18 JO, four'^ears a’fter the commencement of the 
struggle, that the Mole was surrendered. This - 
conquest secured the authority of Christophe over 
the 'whole northern part of the island. Even 
this, however, was not accomplished without 
many obstinate cOnfiicts, and much bloodshed. 

As the enemy had derived great advantages 
from their naval superiority, Chribtbphe stre- 
nuously exerted himself in the creation of a 
maritime forcg. Hb exertions were crowned 
with success. At the period when the Mole 
capitulated, his fieet consisted of one frigate of 
44 guns, nine slOo^s of war, eleven, brigs mount- 
ing from 14 to 32 guns, and a number ,of 
schooners, each manned by about ' one hundred 
inen. It was mainly by the assistance of this 
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squadron, which pi evented the garrison from re- 
ceiving succours, that he was enabled to accom- 
plish the reduction of the Mole. , 

From the epoch of thd capture’pf the Mole 
the war, though it still ‘existed initatne, ceased to 
exist in fact. Tl^e rivals seem to have discovered 
that nothing was to be gai^d, and that much 
might be lost, by perseverance in hostilities ; as 
every wound which they inflicted upon each oth^,’ 
only rendered them less capable of opposii^-lhe* 
common enemy, who, sooner or |t9|^r, would 
repeat his attacks upon the liberty which they 
had so hardly acquit ed. By a soi^ therefore, of 
tacit agreement, each party' desisted from as- 
liailing his antagonist; and, though no regular 
peace has yet been concluded, nor so much as a 
truce made, not a hostile act has been committed 
doting the last eight years. The river Artibo- 
nite, which runs through the heart of the Haytian 
territories, seems to form the boundary of the two 
negro state#^-' 

With a policy which cannot be too much 
commended, Christophe, on the breaking out of 
the war between Spain and France, dispatched 
succours to the Hispaniolan Spaniards, who had 
taken up arms ; and these succours enabled Don 
Juan Sanchez Ramirez to undertake offensive 
operations against thti l^^ch g&rrisons, which 
occupied the city of Santo Domingo and other 
posts. It xtas, in truth, an object of nO small 



SUPPLEMENT TO 


17fi 


conseqaenee to the negroes, that th6 French 
should bo^drivi^n from their stiong holds in the 
Spanish division of St. Domingo ; it being %vell 
known that the en0|By designed ultimately to 
avail themselves of those diolds, for tl^e purpose 
of raising and training a native force, which 
might put it in thei|j,power to contend onefe more, 
and under better auspices, for the ?ole possession 
of the island. > ‘ 

For a moment St. Domingd appeared to be 
on the eve*of being disturbed by the restlessness 
of fresh competitors for authority. Rigauil, no- 
torious for *“his opposition to the British, and 
afterwards to Tpussaint, landed at Aux Cayes, 
on the seventh of April, 1810. He is Said by 
some to have been invited over by a faction, 
.which accused Petion of want of energy; by 
others he is aflirraed to have been an agent of 
Napoleon. Almost as soon as he set his foot on 
shore he commenced his intrigues. He did not, 
however, live to. accomplish tlie mischief which 
he designed, and which he was so w'Hl calculated 
to perform. Jiis decease took place not long 
after his arrival. In the mountains of the centre 
of the island, another candidate for power started 
up about the sara^ t«mfe, in the person of Philip 
Dos, who had been the friend of Toussaint. 
His leading principle is asserted to have been 
the renouncing of all war, except for the purpose 
of self-defence. As nothing has since been heard 
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of him in this country, it seems probable that he 
failed in his project of establishing an independent 
government.* 

Either to Christophe himself, or to his sub- 
jects, it now appeared that the title which he 
bore was too humble for the station which he 
held. The council of state w^ in consequence 
assembled, to deliberate upon the propriety of 
investing the ruler of northern Hayti with the 
name of sovereign. In order to give as much 
weight as possible to the result of its deliberations, 
the council invited to its meetings the principal 
military and naval officers, and such of the citi- 
zens as, from induence or talent, were the most 
worthy of being consulted upon this important 
occasion. In this convocation it was decided 
that Christophe should be declared king, and that 
the monarchy should be hereditary in his family, 
excluding females, and giving to the monarch the 
privilege of adoption from the family of any of 
the princes, in case of his remaining without 
heirs male. An order of nobility was likewise 
to be established.' Such regulations as were 
rendered necessary by the new state of things 


* The pipeis and histories, of the period here treated of, 
mention vaguely the attempt of Philip Dos to establish a third state. 
But, after all, there is, perhaps, no foundation for the story. If the 
attempt were really made, it seeips probable that the person who 
made it was a sepeder from the parqr df Petion, and (jiat he was 
bought over to reljpijuish his design and espouse the cause of 
Christophe. « 
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MCre alsp made, but the constitutional act of 1 807 
still continued to be, in other respects, the law of 
Hayti. These changeswere announced to the peo- 
. pie, by the council ^ state, in a sensible and well 
written address, assfgtling the reasons which had 
induced the assembly to prefer the kingly form of 
government to eWsry other form. It was on the 
fourth of April, that the proceedings of the coun- 
cil were formally communicated to Christophe, 
who thenceforth assumed the regal title, w’ith the 
name of Henry the First. 

The creation of four prihees, seven dukes, 
twenty-two counts, thirty barons, and ten knights, 
was the first aCt of sovereignty which Henry 
performed. A great majority of the peers were, 
of course, military and naval officers; the re- 
mainder belonged to the civil deparbnent. Do- 
mains, inalienable and descending to the eldest 
male, were granted for the support of their dignity. 
ThcRigh the edict, by which this hereditary no- 
bility was created, pointed out thfe army and the 
navy a^ the chief sources whence the mnks of the 
nobles werejn future to be recruited, it neverthe- 
less declared tliat all persons who had done im- 
. portant services to the country shhuld be elj^ble to 
obtain rank, and thaC virtue and talent should be 
.considered as having the most Valid claims. The 
drels of the nobility was 'filled by ^anoffier edict ; 
a^d, tlidugh it was perhaps deficient in taste, it 
^as at least abundktitly -splendid, A| a further 
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reward and stimulus to bravery, a military order, 
to be called the order of St. Henry, was also es- 
tablished, with ail the accustomed apparatus of 
grand crosses, conomanders,' knights, ribbons, stais 
and inscriptions, and moreover an annual pecu 
niary allowance to each of the members. 

The household of the king, was framed upon 
an extensive scale, and, indeed, presented to the 
view such a formidable list of officers, and such 
a display of pageantry, as might, in that kind of 
merit, have contested the precedence with any 
European court. The black race has been always 
said to be fond of finery, and, in this instance, it 
afforded strong testimony to the truth of the as- 
sertion. 

The coronation took place on the second* of 
June, in the most gorgeous manner, at Qspe 
Francois, in the midst of tire army and of the 
deputations from all parts of the north of Hayti. 
The ceremony was performed in the Cbami^ de 
Mars, to which spot Henry and bis consort were 
drawn in a carriage, by eight white horses. No- 
thing was omitted which could render the scene as 
magniliccnt as possible. Like Napoleon, he put 
the crown upon bis own tiead, before he gave it 
into the hand? of the archbis^p to be replaced 
there. To the sumptuous dinner which was given, 
on this occasion, a^l the En#ish and American 
merebauts were invited. . The health of the 
newly crowped sovereign having been drunk by 
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one -of the British officers, Henry, in bis turn, 
as a toast, “ my dear brother, George the 
Thiid ; may his life be preserved by the great 
Ruler of the universe, and may I c oppose an in- 
vincible obstacle to the unbridled ambition of 
Napoleon, and remain always the constant friend 
of Ilayti ! ” The rejoicings were continued for five 
days, "during which period nothing was thought 
of but processions, reviews, and feasts, dancing 
and singing, firewoiks and illuminations. At 
length, on the seventh of June, the civil and mili- 
taiy deputies returned to their homes, the people 
resumed their ordinary occupations, and the mo- 
narch was left at liberty to diiect his attention to 
the duties of government. 

Hoping, perhaps, that the inhabitants of the 
south would be seduced by the splendour ot roy- 
alty, Christophe addressed to them a proclama- 
tion, offering a full amnesty, and holding out to 
them the promise ot peace and prosperity under 
his mild dominion. His appeal, to them was, 
however, made in vain ; and, fortunately for his 
subjects, hoi^had too much good sense to attempt 
to enforce it by arms. Instead of drawing the 
sword, he wisely occupied himself In ameliorating 
the laws, encoui aging agriculture, and raising 
fortifications in the interior, to stop the progress 
of any invader who might chance to effect a 
landing. New palaces werja built, a city, called 
' Sans Souci, intended fof the future capital, was 
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founded, and many other works of utility or 
ornament were commenced. As if to obliterate* 
as far as possible, the vestiges of every thing 
which could remind the]', natives that France 
once ruled there, the name of Cape Francois was 
changed to that of Cape Henry ; and to ensure 
a r’eady compliance with the^ change, the^ very 
edectual mode was adopted of ordering all letters 
to be destroyed which were directed to the city 
under its former denominaUon. 

The southern part of the island, under Pe- 
tion, still adhered to the republican institutions. 

But it was in a no less flourishing condition 
than the northern division, and its chief laboured 
diligently to promote every plan which could 
conduce to the safety and comfort of those who 
had selected him as their leader. The military 
force was carefully kept up, the laws wei c duly ad- 
ministered, and strenuous exertions were made 
to disseminate instruction among all classes of 
the people, v 

Nothing which is worthy of notice pccuried 
in the ilaytian states, till the restoration of 
Lewis the Eighteenth to the throne of France. 

This event revived the hopes of the ex-colonists, 
who immediately began to besiege the ministry 
and the chamber of deputies. To the latter 
they presented a petition, which was referred to 
a committee to report upon. The chairman of 
the committee was General Desfourneaux, who 
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h{ul,orice served in St. Domingo, and the report 
which he brought up furnished a curious proof 
how far the desire of gain can prompt men to 
go, and how far thfit for whicii they eagerly 
wish, • can render them blind to the obstacles 
which are opposed to them. This report seemed 
to consider it as almost certain that Christophe 
and Petion would gladly acknowledge the sove- 
reignty of Lewis, in which case they, and other 
black chiefs, were to be rewarded by marks of 
honour, and pecuniary advantages. As, how- 
ever, the blacks might possibly resist, it was 
recotnmended to send a sufficient military and 
naval force to occupy the colony. At all events 
it would, it was added, be proper to send 
thither an army strong enough to put the pro- 
prietors in possession of their estates, and secure 
them in that possession. It was also suggested 
that' various laws would be necessary,* as well 
with reference to the blacks who were already 
there, as to those who must hereafter be im- 
ported. ■ . ^ 

These las4 words were of ominous import: 
they clearly shewed that the old system was 
again to be acted upon. There can, indeed, be 
little doubt that the Irench cabinet looked for- 
ward to the renewing of the black population by 
fresh cargoes from Africa, and. that this was the 
unworthy motive which indaced it so pertina- 
ciously to contend for the privilege of carrying 
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on, during a period of five years, the detestable 
trafiic in slaves. It is but too probable that 
many of the leading men in France sanctioned^ 
all the schemes of the esi'colonists, were well 
aware that their object could not be attained by 
negociation, and would not have shrunk from 
attempting to recover the. colony, even at the 
dreadful price of exterminating the whole of the 
negroes and men of colour by whom it was now 
inhabited. There is, in truth, no way of vindi- 
cating their understandings but at the expense 
of their hearts; for it seems impossible that 
they could seriously believe that men who, for 
nearly twenty years, had enjoyed freedom and 
property, and in many instances rank and 
power, would voluntarily submit to grovel in 
their former degraded condition, and bare their 
backs to the scourge, merely to gratify those 
whom they at once detested as having been their 
oppressors, and despised as being vanquished 
and fugitive. 

The black rulers, meanwhile, had been look- 
ing forward to the issue of the contest in Eu- 
rope with no small anxiety. It was (juite 
apparent that affairs were jn such a situation, 
tliat a peace was not far distant ; and as France, 
under any sovereign, was likely to be hostile, it 
behoved them to be prepared for the worst. In 
both divisions of the island, therefore, defensive 
measures were vigorously pursued. 
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t ' ^The news of the down&l of 'Napoleon was 
recdKred with pleasure, as it' was probablyhoped 
that, instructed by adversity, a Bourbon would be 
less ambitious, and less prodigal of the blood of 
his subjects, than the deposed emperor had been. 
In a dispatch, dated on the 10th of Jun^ which 
Henry’s secretary for foreign affairs addressed to 
M. Peltier, the secretary declared his master’s 
readiness to admit French vessels into the Haytian 
ports, and to come to a good understanding with 
the restored monarch ; but, at the same time, he 
explicitly stated , that Henry would treat with 
France only on the footing of perfect indepen- 
dence. 

The Haytians were not long before they per- 
ceived that monarchical France was not more 
disposed than imperial France had been to view 
them with a friendly eye. In order to rouse all 
their energy, Henry, on the 1 5th of August, ad- 
dressed to them an animated proclamation, which 
while it still held out a hope that France would 
act in an amicable mannejR> called upon the peo- 
ple, in the eYfiiit of hostilities^, to strain every 
nerve for the maintenance of their cherished 
lit>erty.' No fear, .pot .even a doubt, was ex- 
pressed as to the remit of the conflict ; and the 
French were foro-Atarned that, if they chose to 
wage a war, it must be a war of extermination, 
as no quarter would either be giyen or received. ■ 

This was followed, on the 18th of September, 
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by a manifesto, from king Henry, whicb-'iivas so 
excellent a composition that it would not have 
disgraced the pen of the ablest European diplo- 
matist or minister. It retraced the events which 
had occurred in Hayti, since the period of the 
government of Toussaint, eloquently depicted the 
cruelties of which the French had been guilty, 
and solemnly protested that the Haytians would 
rather bury themselves under the ruins of their 
country, than suffer the smallest infringement of 
their political rights. Energetic as w'as the lan- 
guage of this state paper, it was, nevertheless, 
uniformly temperate and dignified. 

In the south, as in the north, every Haytian 
was resolved to perish sooner than again to be- 
come a slave. The arsenals were filled witli 
torches, and public notice was given that, on the 
landing of the enemy, the cities, and every thing 
in them which was not portable, were to be given 
up to the fiames, and the inhabitants were to re- 
tire to the mountains. Look at the example 
of Moscow ! ” was the general cry. “ Had 
Moscow not been destroyed, Napoleon would 
still be the despot of Europe.” It was among 
the hills that the Haytians resolved to make die 
stand for their independence, and all the strong 
holds which they had erected there were imme- 
diately filled with ammunition, and with cured 
provisions. 

Previously to drawing the sword, the French 
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tnioiatfy appears to have thought that it would 
be d^Orous to try if the blacks could not be per- 
suaded into slavery. Three commissioners, to 
make the trial, were appointed by Malouet, the 
minister of the colonies, who was known to be a 
deadly enemy to the freedom of the negroes. 
His agents were happily chosen. The first was 
Dauxion Lavaysse, once a revolutionist, always 
a “ measureless liar,” a man in whom folly and 
knavery seemed to contend for the mastery ; the 
second was Colonel Franco Medina, a native of 
St. Domingo, a traitor, who had served in the 
black army, and betrayed his trust to Le Clei c ; 
the thii’d was one Draverman, an individual 
who, as nothing is known of him, was probably 
less wirked and obnoxious than his fellows. 

Lavaysse did not choose to trust himself in 
the hands of the blacks, but securing himself at 
Jamaica, he sent to Henry, on the first of Octo- 
ber, a letter, which was a truly senseless produc- 
tion ; an odd compound of cajoling and of menace. 
Among other things, he laboured to convince 
Christophe that it was bett'^r for him to be “ an 
illustrious servant bf the great sovereign of the 
French, than a chief of revolted slaves.” The 
insult which the last w^rds of this sentence of- 
fered to the black race, proves how well qualifietl 
this envoy was for the delicate duty which he 
had to perforin. Nor did his absurdity end hdre. 
In case of non-compliance with the sort of sum- 
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mons which now sent, he threateQ0l}>^^e 
Haytians that the slaves, which France wasHhen 
purchasing on the coast of Africa, would be con- 
verted into soldiers to "exterminate them ; and 
lest this threat should not be sufficiently formi- 
dable, he reinforced it by an impudent falsehood 
and calumny, which was only not wonderful as 
coming from him. “ Do not,” he said, “ deceive 
yourself, general. The sovereigns of Europe, al- 
though they have made peace, have not returned 
the sword into the scabbard. Doubtless, you 
are not ignorant of what every body in Europe 
’ knows, although a thing not yet diplomatically 
published — that the principal articles of the 
compact which all the European sovei-eigns have 
just signed, on their royal honour, is to unite their 
, armies, if need be, and to lend each other all 
necessary aid, in order to destroy all the govern- 
ments which have been the offspring of the 
French revolution, whether in Europe, or in the 
new world. Know also that it is Great Britain, 
who is the centre of and principal party to this 
convention, to which, a few months sooner or 
later, every government will find it necessary to 
submit: every government and every potentate 
that shall refuse so to submit, must expect to b^ 
treated as traitors and robbers.” With this curious 
epistle, Lavaysse enclosed a copy of a letter which 
. he iiad already dispatched «to Petion upon the 
same suBJe,ct. « 
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To* fconduct the negociation Medina was sent 
to Cape Henry by Lavaysse. As this emissary 
was unfurnished with any credentials from the 
French government, he was arrested on his land- 
ing, and his papers were seized. Those papers 
are said to have fully established the fact, that to 
spread discord and ‘revolt among the Haytians 
was the real object of his pretended ly pacific 
mission. He was, therefore, sent for trial as a 
spy, before a special military tribunal. 

The letters of Lavaysse were laid by Henry 
before an extraordinary council which was con- 
voked for the purpose, and winch was desired to 
deliberate calmly on their contents. The council 
answered by an unanimous address, drawn up in 
the most spirited language, expressive of utter 
abhorrence of the French, and offering their lives, 
their properties, and every thing that was dear to 
them, for the service of their sovereign and their 
country. Both in this address, and in the reply 
which Henry’s secretary gave to Lavaysse, the 
calumny against England was indignantly pointed 
out, and was censured as such with deserved 
severity. * 

With Petiort, Lavaysse was not more suc- 
fcessful than with Christophe.^ He was, indeed, 
invited to Port au Prince, politely received, and 
patiently listened to ; but nothing farther could 
he obtain, though he endeavoured to win over 
his hearers by violent invectives against the 
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“ Corsican, the bashaw Le Clerc, and the Other 
robbers who were sent to Ha,yti, in the 'year 
1802, by the usurper.” vain did he blas- 
phemously assure them that Lewis, “ like the 
Divinity of whom he was the representative,” 
saw with equal atfcction all his subjects, of 
whatever colour they might be. The general 
assembly which had been called together to 
receive his proppsitions, unanimously rejected 
them, on the 21st of Noveniber; but, with a 
spirit of liberality which cannot fail to be ad- 
mired, the French agent was informed that, 
wishing to re-establish commercial relations with 
France, and to testify respect for the character 
of Lewis the Eighteenth,” the Ilaytian republic 
was willing to fix the basis of a pecuniary in- 
demnity for the losses which the French colonists 
had sustained, and must continue to suffer, in 
consequence of the separation of Hayti from , 
France.” This offer was the more generous, in- 
asmuch as it was certainly not prompted by any 
feeling of fear. Thus terminated the mission ‘of 
Lavaysse, who took his departure from the island 
in the beginning of December. The circum- 
stances of the negociation, and the result of it, 
were officially communicated to the people and 
(be army by Petion, in an address, which did 
equal honour to his head and his heart, as it dis- 
jplayed a happy mixture of calmness and firm- 
ness, of solid reasoning and of polished diction. 
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As soon as th^y became known in Paiis, tlie 
proce^ings of Lavaysse were formally disowned 
by Lewis the Eighteenth, who declared him to 
have been merely authorised to collect such in- 
formation as was necessary for the guidance of 
the Fjench government. There is, however, not 
the shadow of a doubt that, though the monarch 
was kept in ignorance of tlie fact, the minister, 
iVlalouet, did give secret instiuctions to his 
agent, to play the part which he so awkwardly 
played. 

This method having failed, the French cabinet 
determined to resort to force, and, accordingly, 
preparations were made for an expedition, which 
was intended to sail early in. the year 1815. The 
return of Napoleon, however, saved the Haytians 
from this meditated attack. He himself, after 
having abolished the slave trade, endeavoured to 
prevail on them to become once more a colony 
of France ; but his propositions were unhesi- 
tatingly and scornfully rejected. Short as was 
his reign, it was, nevertheless, productive of be- 
neficial consequences to the Haytians. The 
government of the •Bourbons was speedily re- 
established, but, by putting an end to the slave . 
trade, he had deprived it of one of its most formi- 
dable weapons. Were conquest even practicable, 
it would be of little utility to conquer a colony of 
which the possession- must be obtained by ren- 
dering it a desert, and to cultivate the soil of 
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tvhich, myriads of slaves could no longer bfe torn 
from their native land. The idea of employing 
force seems, therefore, to have been given up. 
Still, however, there was a lingering, though 
foolish hope, that something might yet be accom- 
plished by other means. In July, 1816, several 
commissioners, all of them ex-colonists, and all 
of them said to be obnoxious characters, were 
appointed to administer the civil and military 
affairs of St. Domingo. They approached the 
coast in an American vessel, and, that they 
might not be outdone in absurdity by their pre- 
decessors, they sent on shore letters addressed to 
Monsieur General Christophe. Their letters 
were, of course, returned unopened. In a se- 
cond attempt they were not more successful. 
Convinced by these two rebuffs that nothing 
could be done, they at length bent their course 
to Europe, having gained only the vexation of 
their disappointment, and the contempt of those 
.whom tliey were commissioned to seduce. 

Since that period Hayti has remained in that 
state of tranquillity which furnishes few materials 
for the historic page. Early in the year 1818 
Action died, and was quietly succeeded, as [)resi- 
dent, by General Hoyer. His death is said to 
have been voluntary ; he having taken the strange 
resolution of obstinately refusing every kind of 
medicine and nourishment. The cause which 
induced him to act in this singular inannei re- 
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mains unknown. For a while this event seemed 
likely to destroy the peace of Hayti, as it was 
believed to be the intention of Christophe to 
avail himself of this opportunity to attempt the 
subjugation of the Ilaytian republic. Fortu- 
nately for humanity, if such were ever his inten- 
tion, he speedily relinquished it, and both divi- 
sions of the black dominion have since continued 
in undisturbed repose. 
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The latest information which has been received w Ew^iaud, 
cimeerning Hdyti, is contained in the following letfei , which 
is extracted from the twentieth number of Ulm tiwo>jd\ 
Edinburgh Magazine. As the Editor of that work stales 
the Letter to have been addressed to a friend of his by a 
naiml officer of high character,** it is probable that the details 
which it gives are generally correct. It is, therefore, in- 
serted litre, as a supplement to the sketch of the Uisioitj of 
St, Domingo. 


71. M. 6'# , Port Royal, Sept 1, 1318. 

MY DEAR SIR^ 

1 PROMISED you, if 1 could give you any information from 
Hayti, 1 would send it. I am just returned from paying ttie 
king a visit at Cape Henry. I send you, by Lieutenant Bunce 
of the marines, in the Pique, all the Haytian publications ; 
and 1 am sure you will be pleased to hear that the Baron 
Vastey is compiling a very full history of King Henry, from 
his earliest days, with a large appendix of original letters 
and papers. Mr. Steevens wished to have the documents 
sent him to complete a history^ but the king desired him to 
be told, that he wished one of his own subjects to have the 
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Cl edit of writing it, but that it should be sent him after pub- 
lication, vith whutevor other documents he might wish. 1 
told Laron Dupuey (who is every thing at the Cape, what 
you may call the king’s factotum, and certainly far the ablest 
man he has), that T hoped they meant to give a true and 
fair accouiii of the king’s early years, hefoie he became a 
conspicuous character. lie answered, that the king, when 
Baron Vastey and he w6re speaking about the history, said, 
my desire is, that it may, in what regaul^ fny life, be a 
plain and clear statement of facts, ^lnd that those who knew 
me in early life, when they see those facts in the book, may 
vouch for their truth** Jf they really do this, it will not 
only be carious but valuable, for few more extraordinary 
character'3 ha\e appearetl. — lie htv. iLscu from a slave at St. 
Kitt’s, where he was born, to be a steward in one of Count 
D’Kstaiiig’s fleet, and from that to uncontrolled power and 
riches, beyond what any individual almost ever possessed. 
When in good humour he calls himself an Englishman. 

To account for iny kind and friendly reception at the 
C'ajic, it is necessary to say tha,t since my former visit in 
1S14, tl.e king has always remembered me. 

Strong impressions have gone out all over the world 
against this man, of his tyranny, cruelty, avarice, and in- 
justice, both to his own subjects, and those strangers who 
reside as merchants in his dominions — but always remember 
one thing in reading accounts of his atrocities, that there are 
three sets of men whose interest it is to hold him up as a 
inonsfer. The republicans, his ’neighbours, they have more 
justice on their side t!um the other two — the proprietors of 
slaves and advocates for slavery all over the world — and the 
merchants who trade with him ) they do it, to keep others^ 
by fear, away, that they may naonopolise the trade. This • 
was the first cause of our opening a correspondence, and' 
that has had the desired effect in a great measure. 

In 1S14, I was sent by Admiral Brown to visit Cape 
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Henry, for the purpose of ascertaining the true state of i)iir 
coihiiierce with Hayti ; for there were strange reports in 
circulation, both to windward and at Jamaica. . It was said 
that neither the persons nor the property of our merchants 
were safe; that on tlie most trivial occasions he threw them 
into prison, and seized and condscatcd their property — in 
short, such was the iinprcssion upon me, that I .a(*tually 
thought that my person was endangered ijy landing. How- 
ever, 1 ventured, and once on shore, I remained all the time 
the ship lay there, and certainly was not a little astonished to 
find myself, after all, in the midst of a gentlemanlike well- 
informed set of merchants. And the following re[»()rt, wide h 
I gave Admiral Brown, will show you the state of that body 
of men : — Accoriling to your orders, 1 first of all communi- 
cated privately with llie principul^icrchants, and then with 
these in a body at a public riveting. Their answer was 
unanimous, (^onie of them,, at that time, had the experi- 
ence of eight years.) * We conceive our persons and pro- 
perty under the protection of the king to be as safe as at 
Kingston, unless the French land an expedition, and then 
he has given us notice that all property, public and private, 
will be burnt with the city, but that he will give every pro- 
tection to our persons, and we have the mo'-t pci feet confi- 
dence in his promises.! And they added, ' we hope the 
admiral will send a'man of war frequently to p ly us a visit ; 
it gives us consequence here.'” Such, in IdH, were the 
senliments J found the merchants impre.sscd wdth, .and such 
they are at this moment ; nor could 1 hear of one act of in- 
justice that could fairly be attributed to the king. He is 
sharp in his dealings, and in making them fulfil, their con- 
tracts. But it is almost, needless to mention how far a 
merchant adventurer will go for gain, and how neces-^ary it is 
to watch them. They have now nearly given up attempting 
to take him in by outward show. He has too good judges 
about him; and being a good one himself, and when they 
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least expect it, seeing every things it would be a bad Job for 
tlieni to bring bad goods. I was asked by one of the prin- 
cipal merchants in Kingston, wha had lost a good deal by 
the trade with Cape Henry, and who, of course, attributed 
that loss to the king, will you tell me of ore man. Captain 

- who has made money by trading there ? I answered, 

will you tell me, Mr. Pavishaw, of one merchant that e\er 
made money by sending his goods to a in'irket where double 
its consumption is thrown in annually, and from which there 
is no other outlet, except by re-shipping your goods back to 
England 1 

In the following remarks, I intend just to write you what 
1 have seen myself or heard from the best authority. It 
would be presumption in me to venture to give the character 
of this most extraordinary man, — so you must draw your own 
conclusions from the facts. 

The king is in his person what in England you would 
call a fine portly looking man, about five feet ten inches. 
He is now growing stout, and on horseback, where he cer- 
tainly looks the best, has much the appearance of old George* 
His dress, except on state days, is very like the Windsor 
uniform, without lace or star. He is quite black, with a 
manner and countenance, when in good humour (and 1 have 
never seen him in any other), very intelligent, pleasant and 
expressive — his features are much that of his countrymen— 
his nose rather long, but flat at the nostrils — his lips are not 
thick — his eyes, except when in a rage, rather small, out 
quick — his forehead,^ which gives so much character to his 
countenance, high-*-when I saw him last, his hair was gray, 
and until he* remarked it to me himself (for I thought he 
wore powder), I did not observe that it is now grown quite 
white. I am told by those who have seen him in one of his 
gusts of passion, that it can only be compared to a hurricane 
for its fury ; but fortunately the fit now comes \ery seldom, 
rand docs not last long. A friend, who lias seen a great dt.il 
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him, told me he one day saw him in one — his form ab'io- 
lutely dilated, his countenance changed, and his eyes became 
enlarged and rolled in his head. He looked like a demon — 
it was over in five minutes, expending itself in words, and 
he was then os quiet as a child. None but the queen dare 
go near him in those paroxysms. 

Since my last visit, he has entered into a close and inti- 
mate alliance with Mr. Wilberforce and his party. His 
three great advisers for the* improvement of his subjects are 
Messrs Wilberforce, Steevens, and Clarkson. He has many 
others, amongst whom is Sir John Sinclair. 

His avowed intention is a religious, moral, and political 
change. How far he is sincere, and how far he possesses 
talents capable of bringing about so great a change, 

. time will best show, lie appears to me a man possessing 
strong powers of mind, attended with strong passions. He 
is wholly without education, and even now can read very 
badly, and can only wxite enough to sign his name. But 
to make up for that, he has been brought up in the 
school of danger, difficulties, and intrigue, where his deep 
policy and knowledge of human character have shone as 
conspicuously as his courage and talent as a soldier. 

It is his mind, and his alone, that governs all ; he has 
the ablest men of his kingdom employed about his person, 
but they are mere executors of his will. One proof of his 
being neither a Very changeable or cruel man, is, that almost 
all the great officers of the palace, who were there four years 
ago, are there now ; and they bear, generally speaking, the 
characters of good and just men. And if he is in himself 
cruel to his subjects, he takes care to punish with the great- 
est seventy that crime in others. 

There is one striking part of his character, — he never 
forgives a fault. He even sent his own son, the prince royal, 
a prisoner to the citadel, to show he paid no regard to high 
rajik. But before yi)U judge too severely of him for this, 
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think who he has td govern — a set of slaves, brought up 
without any principles of either religion or morality, and 
who have, in the sanguinary and dreadful contest for liberty, 
been accustomed, by the example of their enemies, to all 
sorts of butcherous and dreadful crimes. And well did their 
cruel and faithless masters, generally speaking, deserve their 
fate — Till this spirit, by time, dies away, I think he is 
the only man who can govern them, to do them real and 
lasting good. 

The gentleman before mentioned, who has certainly had 
the best opportunity of seeing him in private life, says he is 
a mobt affectionate father of a family, and that his children, 
in his presence are under no fear or restraint. He has in his 
palace several little children, the orphans of old officers of 
his — they are always running about the room, when he has 
no business, and feeling his pockets for bon-bons. 

WJieii Dr. Burt was bleeding tlie princess royal, lie came 
into the room and took the bason, and when Ur. Burt wished 
to relieve him from it, he said, Uemember I am a father. 
There are many other little traits of a good and an affec- 
tionate heart in domestic life. 1 only give these trifling 
anecdotes to show you that the man is not a devil in a human 
sliape. He is very much attached to the queen, who, by 
what every person says of her, deserves it. She is said to be 
of a most amiable character, and her charities are most ex- 
tensi^e — she is plain in her manners, and quite jet black. 
Her two daughters, as the lady told me that attended them 
as preceptress for a y^ar (an Amerioiin lady), are very accom- 
plished, speaking English well— rin their manners particqlafly 
engaging and affable to all about them— they are sixteen 
and eighteen. 

WJ^en 1 left Port Royal this last time, I was told by a 
captain of a man of war, that the strangers were confined to 
Within the Barriers, except on Sunday, and then they were 
allowed to go out to dinner to a small place they had about 
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four miles from town. What did 1 find ? — that strangers were 
allowed to go out at all times as far as 18 iniles without a 
passport; they were allowed to go out shooting; in short, 
that they did as they liked. ,.They asked the king for [)er- 
mission to take a house in the country to dine at now and 
then : he immediately gave them a place, 4 miles out of 
town, called Haut du Cap^ an excellent house, beautiful 
garden, and 100 acres of fine land for pasture, or any 
use they chose to put them to. One of his courtiers, some 
tioie- afterwards, wanted to buy it, and he said, it was no 
longer his, he had given it to the strangers. I told the 
strangers that the king ought to take it from them they 
kept it in such bad order. 

He is now building a college at Sans Souci, where it is 
his intention to have professors of the different sciences from 
England. They, like all beginners, were too sanguine, and 
thought that nothing else was necessary than to have out all 
kinds of learned doctors. They were going to teach their 
boys Latin, Greek; ih short, they were at once to rival our 
colleges. However, as this mania wore off, Baron Vastey, 
who has the inanageroent, began to see that he was all 
wrong, and that they must creep and walk before they 
could run, and now they are proceeding on rationally, until 
the college is built. He has established four schools under 
Englishmen on the Lancasterian system — one at Ca])e Henry, 
Sans Souci, Goiiaives, and Port au Paix. 

Mr. Gulliver, at Cape Henry, came out two years ago— 
be was a monitor at one, of the establishments in the city 
rdad^he is a very clever fine young man, and deserving the 
good opinion the king has of him — his school has 177 boys. 
] was much astonished at the wonderful progress iliiit was 
made by many in spelling, reading, writing, and aritliinetic — 
they did sums in addition in the most perfect mannci above 
400 millions. It is from this school he takes fts masters for 
the small towns and villages, and the cleverest of those, of 
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good coniiectionsj are sent to learn Latin and Mathematics 
with Mr. ■■■■' , the clergyman, who is, I believe, a good 
teacher. It will be as well to mention to you now the opi- 
nions of the professor of anatomy. Dr. Stuart (a man in 
whose judgment I should place the most perfect reliance, 
and who is really a truly public benefit to the whole kingdom), 
and Mr. Gulliver, upon the natural capacities of the blacks. 

There is no doubt that they are quick at learning the early 
rudiments of education, and have wonderful memories, but 
the grand question, it appears, still remains to be solved, 
viz. how far they have powers of reasoning, &c.** You will 
understand what they mean. Many mulattoes are found 
very able men — both Barons Dupuey and Vastey are so; 
also Count Limonadc, the secretary, I was delighted to sec 
a little flat nosed beetle-browed black boy, about 11 years 
old, get above all the big fellows at the first going' olF, and 
keep the head of the class throughout the whole trial j from 
his accuracy and perfection in every change of subject, he de- 
ceived it.* Mr. Gulliver has them in great order, and, 1 am 
sorry to say they require it j for they are brought up, not- 
withstanding every thing, very loose in their principles. 
The king, if he wishes thoroughly to succeed, must form the 
girls into schools, and so try to mend them. He has, in his 
late journey through his dominions, married them wherever 
he went by ranks, carrying a clergyman with him. Thib is 
what may be called a rough commencement of his moral 
system. < 

Sans Souci is the next schooh — this is more select, tlie 
schoolmaster, a young Aberdeen collegian, is said to be of 
very considerable talents, and to have got a regular college 
education. He is also tutor to the jirince-royal. i his youth’s 
character is so differently represented that 1 do not know 
wliat to think of him — he is not ^et 15 years old, very large 
they say, quit# as large as his father— not wanting in talciil, 
blit prefers being on horseback to studying Euclid— libci.il of 
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his money when he has any— in short, he may turn out any 
thin*^ yet for what people know. 

Gonaives — the master of this pljice is dead, and an ex- 
cellent riddance, by all accounts of tliose that knew liiin, it 
is. He was a mostdetcbtable canting hypocrite, but possess- 
ing considerable talents. He was secretary to one of the 
missionary societies. I was told by an English gentle- 
man from Gonaives, that people are not very sorry for 
him. 

Port au Piiix — this is another bad bargain. The king 
found him drunk .nt 12 o’clock in the day amongst his scho- 
lars. He is certain of dying, 1 think, this season, from .ill 
accounts. The king has paid each of these teachers monthly 
100 dollars, but the two good ones he luis said shall go home 
independent. 

Mr. , the clergyman, was usher at a school at 

Plymouth. He was ordained about a week before he left 
.England and makes up in zeal, 5cc. &c, what he wants in 
sense. I believe he is not a bad schoolmaster, but to biiiii.’, 
about a. reformation in religion, it requires something very 
different, — he has so well managed his matters in three 
months, that none of the merchants or indeed any one visit 
him, and even the ladies have given up going to hc.ir him 
preach. Mrs. instructs the young ladic*;. 

Dr. Stuart, the professor of anatomy, is come out with 
Mrs. Stuart — he appears a man about 28, and very clever — 
he has tp.ken charge of the hospitals, and no one, not even 
governor, dare ask him a question— *-he orders what he 
takes, and 'it Is immediately given him— in short, he says, 
that there is nowhere in Europe a more liberally endowH'd 
hospital— if a common soldier requires two bottles of wine a 
day, he has it, and good. The king went round the hospital 
when I was there. I saw Dr. Stuart just after it j he was 
perfectly astonished. He said there was not an indiudnril 
that he did not know bv name, his character, hi*, lei'imen, 
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disease, and every thin^ about him 3 and whenever he came 
to a blackguard (and the Doctor said every one he singled 
out had been a troublesome patient), he gave him a con- 
founded crack on the head with hi^» cane, baying — , 

there were above JOO in — the soldiers vve’c all delighted to 
see him, and cut jokes — not so the officers, they looked 
frightened — the wards for the officers are really elegantly 
fitted up, and he sends them of all ranks there, from a 
duke downwards. 

When 1 arrived here, I sent to him at his palace Sans 
Souci to beg an audience. I wished \cTy much to have gone 
out there. I am wrong. lie first sent to know if I had any 
particular bu‘«iness with him , if I liad, ho would see me, but 
he had not recovered from the fatigue of his journey 5 at the 
same time an order came in to ask for every attention as his 
friend. I sent out to say I wished to see him very particularly 
— an answer to this brought an excuse, at which I was very 
much vexed — however, two of his principal officers came in 
immediately afterwards from him with a fine message, tluit if 
I was going to stay till Wednesday the king would be in 
tow n 3 of course, I staid, and on Thursday morning had a 
long audience. He was in high good humour, and received 
me as an old friend — we were obliged to speak through 
Baron Dupuey, as I cannot speak French well enough, and 
he wont speak English. We conversed a great deal upon 
the changes that had taken place since my last visit. Jn 
answer to something complimentary whicli 1 had said of his 
schools, he said, My wish is that my fellow-citizens may be 
made capable, by education, of ehjdying the constitution I 
intend for them 3 aod if I live long enough, tlie world will 
see lliat this has always been nearest my heart, and occupied 
all my thoughts 3 but I mubt have tim^; we require it,** 
He has offered, through England, twenty millions of dollais 
to France to make an independciit peace, guaranteed by Eng- 
land, but without the guarantee, he would not give W 
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(ind tJil that is done, all hi^ towns and the coiintiy 
will he kept in the present ininons state ; for if they make 
the t' al, tljc hour they land tliey will lind themselves in a 
wilderneS'i, witliout a house to cover them, or a morsel ol 
food but what Ih^'y hiint^ with tl eui ‘When 1 mentioned 
lo him tlie talent which I thought 1 saw in the boys, he 
said, with ^ famile, — I think we shall be able to prove that wc 
are capable of tliinking and acting for ourselves. He cer- 
tainly is bringing that great question to a fair trial, whether 
the negroes possess suflicient reasoning powers to govern 
themselves, or, in short, whether they have the same capaci- 
ties as white men y\nd he is the only man, 1 think, in the 
world who could have given it so bold a trial. 

In conversation one day with Baron Dupuey U[>on his 
treasures, he said, It is true I do possess immense treasures, 
and 1 know men think 1 am hoarding it for the mere pleasure 
of hoarding; but they are mistaken ; and whenever that trea- 
sure can be of use to my fellow-citizens, in procuring them 
liberty and independence, it is ready to come down froiu the 
citadel.” M hat a pity that such grand plans should depend 
upon the^Hfe of one individual, but 1 hope he will live long 
enough to gi\c stability to his government and system, but 
should any tiling happen to him now, all woujd go in a mi- 
nority to perfect ruin and barbarism. 

On my taking lca^e, I said 1 had only one thing to regret 
not seeing i>ans Souci and Citadel dTlenry : he said, when 
}ou come back you shall come out to me at Sans* Souci, and 
1 will go with you myself to the Citadel, but I have been 
pulling down a great deal, and making alterations and en- 
largements, and I dont like to show things in an unlinished 
state. 

Sans Souci, which, in my last visit, was merely his coun- 
try palace, is now become, 1 am told, a handsome tpwn, 
witli a larger population than Cape Henry. The palace, 
they say, has undeigone great alterations and improvements. 
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and you may guess his magnificence when I tell you that tlic 
furniture for his grand hall of audience and state is expected 
daily from Paris, agreed for at one million of francs, and a 
German (for he will not allow a Frenchman to come) is to 
have 5000 dollars to fit it up. 

The Citadel is hardly to be described. It appears from 
the sen at the distance of 15 miles, when clear of clouds, like 
one of those enchanted castles in old romances. It is built 
on the rocky pinnacle of the highest hillj said to be 1,500 
feet above the level of the sea. He is now enlarj^ing it, and 
1 was told, but 1 do not believe it, that it will contain 20,000 
men. 1 should guess 8000. He has a very handsome palace 
in it. Here are all his treasures. lie is now building strong 
niartello towers on the adjoining hills, which will give him 
a'great command of hill country for raising food for his .irmy. 
Except by treachery, I think it impregnable. There is no 
want of water, for it is always in the clouds. 

The governor of Cape Henry, the Duke of Marmalade, a 
regular old black fellow, but an excellent and upright man, 
gave the officers and me a grand dinner. I took 12 of them 
and wc sat down 3fi. We had two Dukes thrcQ Counts, 
and four Barons, and all the strangers who had asked me to 
dinner. He gave us a most gentlemanlike dinner, with an 
elegant desert and good wine, and w(' drank all our toasls 
standing with three times ^bree. They were very moderate, 
but this is not natural j they like a glass of wine. But the 
king might send for them, as they were all of his 

staff. ^ 

By the lime you h<|tve got this far, I think you will be as 
tired of rciwliiig as my fingers are of writing. 1 send this 
through Mr. — . 

Ant* believe me, 

%ery truly, yours, 


* 
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P. S. Did I mention that the king is determined to 
change the language from bad French to English? In con- 
sequence of the schools^ those who do spealv English speak 
it most correctly. They wish to annihilate every tract of a 
Frenchman. 


APPENDIX 




A/ P 4i> DT.X 






A I'tSF 



THE All^t(SAlK l|2Qlir!t1NK|rr SOtrfR TimrinT.PH 
QS4fSXIC0. 



, K.!-i ' !, 


Ang^illitJ 
Ailtigns 
Batuimas ' 
BErbfdoM^ 
Bftrlnid« 
Bero^ida . 

06 ii^ica j 

6fenit0»^ 
J^amdofT’ V 


Kettt 

^Si» Christoplier 
^.VipcetA ’ 

lV)bi|** 

^orto» '1 t 

^tenidadt ’ , 

‘Tfmn Qofdit,>8i»d se- 
of «S(f adjacoat 





T^ioOldM SHi>S&,])y M«| 50^ ill4. 

♦,<Wl8;%!ilo, , i" >- 

■ ' 1 6edri «{,Gt«|R PtW^bx^ “ 

t|i»ii iMad ' 


onren- 



TABLL^ 


APPENDIX 




No ]I. 

Comparative Morulitv of Troops in the West ladies, .a different vionths and Seasons of the Year. 







No III. ' " 


T)l\ 


AiU .'Kcounf of Mav<s ^^ockj ami Acres of LamJ^ m Jan>aica, 
for the Year 1S12, 


v VIUSIIUS 

bUvf i. 

■Vt 

St<)( 1 . 

Ac# i)t I and. 

w^{. Andrew .... 


5,181 

8.3,427 

Ann .... 

‘2 i 702 

-i4,5i7 

2."^0 221 

fet i afherine . * 

H,479 

6,868 

68,281 

Clarendon .... 

20,22b 

9,564 

231,847 

St David .... 

7,203 

2,208 

50.8;H 

St Dorothy .... 

5,130 

3,958 

.16,74J{ 

St. Elizabetli . . 

22 ,abO 

2S,39r 

276,83b 

George . . 

13,400 

3,710 

93,100 

Hanover , . . 

23,167 

. 7,301 

105,198 

M. Janies .... 

24,070 

6,628 

127,713 

c?t. John .... 

6,600 

1,133 

65,705 

Kin^j^stoii .... 

5.370 

1 604 

1,786 

St Mary .... 

25,781 

f 16,010 

122,557 

Portland . ... 

7,410 

1,610 

50,263 

Port Royal .... 

7,080 

223 

29.126 

St. Thomas in the East 

26,291 

5> i7t 

1 13,475 

Si. 'rhoma'5 in the Vale 

11,073 

2/i()^ 

78,029 

Trelawny . . 

27,050 

6,380 

173,768 

Vere ...... 

14,359 

4,691 

109,94^* 

Westmoreland . . . 

21,010, 

12,769 

185,413 

Xotar 

310,912 

143,419 

2,254,38/ 



' Account of the Population of the lslai.il of Barbadoa,, in the \ ears 1809, 1810, and 1811. 
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2he number of Acrea in the Igland are st-ited, by President Adye, to be aa follows. St George’s Parish 16,664 
Acres —St John’s 9,586— St Mark'* 5,801 —St Patrick’s 10 51o -‘i Andrew s Sj, 197 —And St Da. ris 
IG.-ao— Total 74,5*8 
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No* VI L 


h Cduiit O' the toll'll number of Slaves, White Persons, andlfj( 
Per'' 0 !\s ot Colour, in the Isbiml of Dominica, taken in coofornotv 
to an Act of tiio Legislature, bearing date the ISth Day of Pel i> - 
aiy, 1811 


Total mirnber of Slaves ^1,728 

Ditto White Persons , . , . 1,326 

Duto Free Persons of Colour . . 2,988 


Signed, 

PI:RE P. BOURiUl i . 

r 1 Koi^n'/ 

)ti l)01th2iu«l, 

^ov. 1^, 181 1* 


No vm. 

Account of the PopaUtiou of the Island ot ‘'i, C’bnslo|j|n*K rf tuned 
Apid ir> 1812 


in tlie Parish of St Deor^e, Bass 'tme 
. , , , St IVter, Bas-eterre . 

. . . . St Marv, Cayon • . 


St John, Capisterre 
St. Paid, Capisterre 
St. Anne, Sandy Point 


I'rinity, Palmetto Point 



‘A * i - 

1 ie>' 

( 111 )WH li 

S JIV V. 

. 

HGi 

1,172 

SI o 

« • 

lOb 

25 

2,782 

. . 

65 

29 

2.2 22 

wn . 

41 

51 

‘IMS 

• • 

[ 

152 

1,511 

• . 

68 

35 

1,5SS 

. 

[ 167 

:J47 

1,997 

ad . 

170 1 

27« 

2,411 


43 , 

G 

)/>4J 


) 6\0 

1.906 

1 ) 


— - 
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Exclusive of the Garnson of Brimstone 11. i 
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ISO. IX 

of the Population of t' l*-land of vji t , i \ 
1/th of J inn iiy, 1812. 


Sla^ c's * 4 # . . . . 

W iiites « . . t oOl 

( o!oure<i Hre< M*.!* * . fi05 

lol.il iO,UO 


Mo.X. 

iho )f the increase of th** Bliiclk aid Polomed Pojnjl i^on • »nt 
in s<^.vitude, in Antigua, between the )e»ar3 1807 and ISP!:. 

\ 

!{' *nrr« ni nk oi thr Trea«nuerk OfBcr, foi the yeai 1812 . . i«) r< s 

in t che year ifo7 . . * i 

T i Lei c\j e».u i to be re*nf neU from h ight^h Hhti o» ^ to ) 

.1 4 > 


Peturn tn to .*i iinfigua, i? fne yeir 1807 . ^ O ' 

General jiuiease Mnce tl«^ » ar i <07 v^htni the Abolition A*i 


took efftf't 

\ 1:0 



No. Xf 


Account of the Population of the Island of Montserrat, ■•fturned hi ’.y 

the 13th, 1«13. 

Shaves 

Whites 

hp uitv^ i ree Men . . 

6,t,J7 

444 

Total 

7j:s^3 
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No. XII. 

Ariountof the Population of New Providence, the principal of rhc 
Bihama KLinds, tiken in the month of December, 1810, 

Whii«4 illacks. Free Coloured BUtL Slaves. Coloured Slam. Foreigners Totnl 

1,720 b6*i ^>09 ii,044 148 100 6,081 

Account of the Population of the other Bahama Islands, taken from 
returns made by the Magistrates thereon, in June, 1812. 


Harbour Island, and Keys adjacent 
Watting;’ 8 Island . . . . . 

Crooked Island 

Long Island 

Hum Key 

Exuma, and Keys 

Heneagua ... . . 

( auos . . . * . , . 

lurk’s Islands . 

bi Salvadore , . . , * « 

Lleuthera . • 


New Providence , 6,(>81 

The other Islands . . . 

Tutal Population . . . 16,718 


N». XIH. 

Keiuin of the Population of the Bermuda Islands, February 6, IS 1 2 


^ves, Male and Female . . 

4,794 

jWhites, ditto . . . 

4,755 

Coloured, ditto 

45t 

Total 

<),<)( XJ 


Island cOidain ame Patuhes, including P2,161 Acres 




No MV' 

Account of tne Population of *he Island of Ttin'dad lo th<. \ear i8iL 


AFPLNDIN 



'iVlLUAM 

cr Qi^iri M+ 



H 


WPhNDlX. 


No XV 


( f)in]Mrdtivt Idblc of the Populahon of bt Lucia, for the Yc< 4 r 
1807 and 1810. 



Whites 

tree Pc oplc 

1 

Slaves 

Oiniinution ol 

1 opulauon 


1807 

1810 

1807 

1810 

1807 

1810 


C astnes 

An«je Id Raye 

boufneit* 

Choiseul 

Labone 

Vi<.ux lort 

Mkoiu) 

Fra^lm 

D’ i>nnery 
Dau^diin 
Gros Isiet 

174 

61 

3J6 

106 

139 

156 

53 

29 

29 

60 

78 

185 

50 

384 

132 

116 

122 

50 

31 

31 

38 

71 

496 

124 

247 

197 

185 
144 

SI 

32 

80 

124 

186 

407 

160 

40S 

238 

142 

153 

43 

41 

13 

126 

147 

2,310 

573 

3,119 

i»in 

1,6^3 

1,618 

^92 

420 

7^36 

942 

1,483 

2,213 
531 
3,329 
1,126 
1,645 
1,31 ^ 
883 
678 
485 
76. 
1,511 

Whiter 4 

Fvec People 13 
Slaves 570 

It IS to bo ob< 
nerve 1 that in 1800. 
•iplore theiiuppes 
Sion ot the rrode, 
h#»re w IS sold a 
irt;o Of ^ laves* to 
the un h rof 188, 
vh ch (Mild not be 

I hid 1 I the re 

riotli'i ivhleh 
nikt'S the whole 
ie iL ifcc of the 
xjavi Popalatlon 
to hi /to. 

Total 

1,214 

1,810 

l,S96 

1,878 

14,967 

14 397 



Certified to be true, < aUnebj Ncv. 30 , 1811 . 

^ DE BARBIER, 
King'6 Attorney General, 


^ip-i < d, 

A. vvooii, 


t oinman imt. 



Statcmeai of tUe free Po^julattoii of the Islauil of TobagOj as reterocd i»y the Governor, Sir William Younn:, 

October 1, 1811, 











X\If 



The Population of Berbice consists of 55o Vt h'tea, 440 Men of Colour, and 25,169 Negroes 









































No. W 111. 

Return to an Onlcr of the Honouraljlc House of Comnions, 
da,ted ^2Sth March. ISIJ, — ruiuinu^. 

An Account sliowint^ the (Official Va’ ic of the Trade between 
Great Britain ard the Colouieb in the West Xnibes now 
under the Dominion of Ills Maicstv. in each \ ear from 
17^0 to 1816, botii inelusue^ and of the Nuino 

and 7"onna"c of \ esscla eni|.do)ed in such Traiie, as fi 
as tho same can be ascertained, and distirignishing tlu 
Quarters in the Yc ii 1816 


^ LARS 


OlliCJdl \ alut of tlji 1 J idt I 
bttwrea lint in 

I ttid tlx Cole iiics 111 tin 
A\ c!»t Indies now undei 
Ih'' Dominion of III'* 

I M 

. Jnipoilii I 1 vpoils 
fioin tlic I to the 
<.st IndKs jWt 'll Indies 


Ni tUIm i Hud loun tr»t I \ ^ st 1 
employed in such li uL 


>nterc I Iiuv rtds Lit ntd Oiilw ii 1 


1 107,002 

2 000,1 17 
l,00h,a‘29 
2, i to, 000 

2,027,7 Oj 
79 

1 0 »7 j > 1 J 
2,0 ^1,129 
3,1 39,49 s 

2 926 ^19 
V si ^ i 
29 1 y24 

7 

2 fl')6 i)9 I 
267 
^ 027 LSI 

1 >00,041 
.701 9.^8 

C01 0,930 
vf.tioO ^6 > 

2 60^,910 

1 858, a37 
2, > o 2ol 

2 891^80^ 
^ Ktj.liO 

1 >>^in 

3 443 S90 
3,793,209 


1 , 299,759 

992,0^^ 

98b,9to 
1,151 100 

981711 

i on t lo 

1,195 H7 
1 1 1L092 
1 , 00 'jTo 
1 370.076 
1 3 3«t t5a 
l,Jt1 J07 
1 140,127 
1,3o%7/3 
1,418,814 
1,717,229 
1,601 >1> 
1,256 6 56 
1 3 54,068 
1 1< 6 7J5 
1,7 51,827 
1,024,117 
1 *71.081 
1,796 08 > 
1 170 066 
1 235 »-« 
1, ^ U ,06S 
1,733|266 


I I 

lit flt(^lld^t>l fht Niiiii ti rtiid Jnit- 
k ii ijre el V tb^tls tinpi ^tti during lb 
f 'iicvis piior U) 177 t utit dt 1 

al the Ute Fat at th C nsl mid 1 


10 > >69 
102 50 
62,040 
94,7 57 
37 0^1 
89, 2( 6 
00,o60 
01 886 
121 '^9 
111,7 2^? 

I >0 760 
111,590 
13^,259 

(Contmufd ) 

I 


98,261 
69 9 K 
79.7 
82 6 
17 0) 
107,0. . 
58,1 
00,670 
JOI lOl 
01 3 ^ 
111 07 n 
d* 64 i 



lb 


AITKNDIX 

No« XVIII. — co'iUnued. 



QfiioialValue of the fridt 



• 

•k 


between Great Biittuii 

Numoei and Tcnnage ol Ve'ssbls 


and the C/)Ionu s in the 

employed lO such irade» 

PARS 

West Indiea now under 
the Dominion q1 11 js 


• 



Alaiosly 



1 

' 




JEnteted Itiwards 

Cleared Outward** 


Impr rls 

Pxports 











from tho 
\\ est Indies 

to th6 

West Indies 

Ships 

Ions. 

Ships 

Tons 


£ 

£ 





178Q 

1,01 8 ll-^ 

i 1,766,461 

613 

1 1 16 565 

526 

124,810 

j7yt) 

1,906,401 

176W7 

595 

142,0 30 

561 

1 >9,103 

1700 

>,890,927 

1,986,201 

>80 

1>9 ,37 

522 

117 679 

1701 i 

>,691,018 

2 619 066 

626 

416 2*^7 

573 

lo ,94 5 

1792 

l,lbji( to 


650 

148 7iiT 

597 

142 0 >3 

170 4 

, 4 39^2,1 >8 

9 69 > 920 

689 

J5t 96 w 

■>60 

1 3 5,780 

1701. 

1 4 782 616 

o 632 7b2 

6S2 

15\75Z 

69( 

I6>,96t 

170) 

1 4,099^91 

Z 160 388 

576 

1 i7,092 

117 

1 11 >,846 

1700 

1 .3 9)0 >15 

3 220,608 

609 

1 >8,6 i7 

18 > 

116 67 5 

1707 

4 70, ,88 

3 1 i 3,878 

475 

U3,B07 

521 

i>8;r8 

1708 

1 J Ul,90^i 

>-‘97 913 

637 

163,399 

614 

165 >16 

17 >9 

1 61 19 .,14 

6 943 301 

. Bll 

214^775 

7()0 

191 27 

IH{ 0 

^,3oi8,510 

4,082,009 

748 

201,172 

6 >> 

178 018 

IHvl 

8 318,1 *>8 

) >/»,218 

792^ 

218,113 

778 

0 16 

180 

1 8 47l,X>r 

> 87d *>94 

936 

256,873 

712 

20 90 

1 JOi 

0,010 067 

2 >14 647 

611 

180,950 

532 

1 ) .71 j 

180 1 

f 7,)9 j ^>00 

4, .'9 0 , 

691 

J 97, 304 

764 

il ^ 619 

180 

6 6J6,60d 

3 800 7* . 

716 

20V94 

637 

186,142 

lliOd 

8,7o9,o8:) 

1,705,200 

7f > 

2 1 5k1 

7 56 

211,096 

1807 

7 919,980 

^ d3<*,563 

ii > 

>'*1(11 

770 

223,71 J 

J 0 

0,710 91b 

5 850,77 > 

n( 

< H 

ol 2 

176 381 

1 » » ^ 

7,607,69 i 

>,90 > < ( 

1*) 

1 



1810 

' 8,14.6 016 

1 '7 ^89 

/. .. 




ISll 
ISI J 

O,-. 16,911 

) ( 01 000 
171D,216 

1 u t 611.1 Hi ,i Xtdisvvtri. ai 

r kshc^td Ine 

IblJ 



1 




^811 

8 '^(i0,506 
d 371,19 3 

>.81 ^53 

685 

-12,776 

663 : 

.09 >19 

1815 

t,862 371 

>1 

2 ' 3,246 

710 

225,961 

1810 

7,1^017 

1,t^9 666 

680 ' 

219,( 42 

<53? 1 

198,133 


Note R^tnma ronta riJpg the detailsi of the Trade with the respective 

( oifitnesof the World, heuifi iijad*. iij^ in Annual periods only, thxt pirf ot 
t aboxc recited Urdti oflhe Honourable U«. ubc of Coinmon**, rt(iuiring the 
i)i iuctio»^)t the Quarter^ in thft Ve«r 1810, eaimot be complied with, \ itb- 
i V vtiy'.^jj^sideniblo dtla^ , ind the Account is Iheiefore submitted wiinowc 
il Qi disliuetirna toi tl u last Ycai 


( I J( T Hou c, T \ V 
fill mil 1 ir. 


WJLLIAM IRVING, 

In pe t " C to nf the hnpoiU ao i 
Ha pot t »/’ Great Bi ttain 
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No. XIX. 

An AcQoant of the Quantity ot British Plantation Su^ar im- 
ported into Eiig'land, between the Years 16‘9S and 1754, 
and thereafter into Great Britain td the Year 17^>0> also 
an Account, for the same peWoiis, of the Quantity of Raw 
and Rehned exported : distinguishing each Yoai , 

and the Raw from the Refined. 


i 

1 

fnujoTted. 

llaw Sugar 
Exported* 

llc'fined 

Lxjiori 

k(l. 


j (^'iniun>. 


Quantity. 


. Quantity 


Y e irs 

( wt 

(jr8 

lb 

Ol. 


tl> 

(.vWl 

qis 

Hi 

IbfiS 

427,573 

2 

25 

182, 425 


4 

14,302 

0 

20 

ifiyo 

4S9.32(3 

1 

7 

165,391 

3 

16 

17,644 

o 

2i 

iroo 

435,4 fiS 

1 

21 

13.3.917 

3 

a 

3.475 

1 

17 

1701 

259,0G2 

3 

0 

45,0.86 

1 

5 

2,908 

2 

21 

1702 

40^,014 

0 

1 

81,01(5 

2 

26 

621 

1 

25 

1703 

U3,8.J7 

2 

12 

13.1,713 

1 

• 8 

1,339 

' 0 

15 

1701 

.170, 15f 

1 

7 

7-1.822 

1 

Y 

690 

3 

IS 

J705 

335,873 

3 

3 

107,217 

0 

10 

■ 1,.840 

o 

o * 

i7'»0 

3S8/i(S7 

3 

26 

I 131,832 

2 

25 

il,l.'.6 

2 

13 

1707 

.177,107 

2 

11 

64,180 

3 

6 

2,36 > 

1 

lb 

170S 

.107, .'>70 

3 

12 

74;S77 

3 

23 


* o 

lb 

I70'i 

507, G62 

1 

21 

117,07.3 

2 

•'i 

'l.flo 

• > 

21 

1710 

366, 494 

1 

26’ 

s'1,112 

2 

24 

1,800 

2 

16 

1711 

423,511 

0 

1 

1 lo.r.o/ 

1 

8 

8,579 

2 

lb 

1712 

50 J, 528 

1 

b 

1 84,609 

0 

12 

.‘1, i93 

1 

10 

171 1 

M2,:21 

3 

0 

1 58,990 

3 

6 

3,4.8‘2 

3 

1 

J7ii 

617,414 

3 

11 

I43,.3:ir 

1 

13 

4,481 

3 

1 i 

1715 

0-S',7j9 

2 

16 

161,941 

3 

3 

4,549 

0 

i 

17lfi 

703,17 > 

3 

14 

290,179 

2 

U 

9,993 

0 

> 

1717 

,M,(i,8S.5 

0 

1 

124,:!7.5 

1 

13 

1 .‘ 1,188 

1 

9 

1718 

514,(334 

0 

25 

167,622 

0 

20 

3,644 

2 


1719 

' 706,385 

3 

20 

121,778 

0 

9 

31,106 

3 

7 

1720 

407 011 

0 

21 

66,743 

3 

11 

3,786 

2 

25 

1721 

(5)6,941 

0 

9 

83,609 

2 

6 

5,^845 

2 

2 

1722 

6(10,7(30 

2 

9 

63,479 

1 

7 

4,914 

2 ‘ 

12 

1723 

7‘2’9,1.“.1 

o 

13 

1 10,088 

. 1 

a 

5,177 

2 

19 

1724 

b51.95‘^J 

^2 

25 

147,408 

2 

i 

6,293 

3 

5 

1725 

608,840 

1 

<) 

146,9 1.> 

3 

22 

.8,414 

2; 

7 

172(5 

615, 1 5b 

0 

1 

112,699 

3 

21 

11,073 

3 

l 

1727 

972,240 

0 

1 

210,320 

3 

23 

29,134 

1 

'4 

1728 

994,7til 

3 

24 

158,74^ 

.2 

13 

13,686 

1 



{Conhnupd ) 



20 




jfL 



u (1. 

\ 

ilaiV Sugar 
i\ ported* 

' ■ ’ ' , ““ w 

Ti^’fiiud Sugar 


QudiUTty 


1 

j Qiuinlitv 


Quantity. 

1 eaib 

fjvsi. 

qib 

1 '). . 


(JM 

Ih. 

Cvvt 

qrs. Ib, 

7'■^ih 

1,0 34,078 

2 

3 

167,960 

1 

12 

] 1,538 

0 ^3 

7^>V 

BIS , 277 

1 

12 

95,832 

0 

1 

2 1,077 

2 26 

731 

8'24,b 1-t 

3 

15 

121,904 

3 

18 

' 16,511 

3 IS 

7;i'i 

1,001,784 

2 

0 

102,274 

0 

5 

27,008 

2 5 

7^3 

G'J.'ijOT!) 

3 

9 

44,932 

0 

S 

13,275 

0 26 

7.y 

903,634 

2 

22 

69,899 

2 

25 

21,070 

1' 0 

73r^ 

S77,59 1 

0 24 

58.569 

3 

26 

19,706 

3 34 

736 

550,900 

1 

10 

40,779 

3 

17 

11,331 

3 *6 

137 

864,252 

1 

0 

49^437 

1 

6 

9,197 

1 2.1 

73h 

951 , 07 .} 

3 

4 

63,149 

0 

3 

15,SR1 

2 10 

731/ 

706,947 

0 

8 

67,144 

2 

10 

1 5,046 

1 9 

740 

bH6,121 

1 

0 

68,450 

0 

3 

19,419 

3 15 

.741 

731,410 

3 

11 1 

50,231 

0 

10 

12,599 

3 24 

1742 1 

895,134 

1 

26 

151,126 

3 

11 

26,624 

3 14 

1743 ' 

721,411 

2 

14 

58,198 

0 

19 . 

17,687 

0 2 

1744 

655,199 

3 

0 

78,344 

3 

9 

17,689 

0 11 

1745 

753,472 

1 

19 

92,826 

2 

22 

33,616 

3 27 

.74G 

608,458 

2 

14 

51,935 

1 

15 

10,111 

0 1 

1.747 

982,588 

2 

IS 

116,727 

1 

bll 

10,801 

3 21 

L748 

• 933,271 

3 

9 

127/921 


0 

30,928 

2 2 

1749 

j]|fi,344 

2 

5 

107,964. 

0 22 1 

21,846 

3 15 

L750 

825,936 


0 

43,769 

3 

6 

22,325 

2 15 

1751 

825,121 

1 

16 

35,712 

2 

16 

13,508 

3 20 

1752 

1,114,084 

3 26 

55,687 

2 

6 

11,224 

3 7 

1753 

859,131 

2 

12 

42,818 

0 

17 

. 12,298 

1 15 

17^34 

1.202,679 

3 

14 

110,853 

0 

26 

. 14,364 

2 1 

1755 

1,0.51,265 

3 

6 

206,336 

2 

0 

30,017 

3 2 

17 5 G 

1.23Q,843 

0 20 1 

70,625 

0 

9 

16.758 

Q 2.. 

1757 

1,145,628 

2 

3 

! 220,824 

3 

14 

62,771 

3 0 

1758 

1,199,682 


26 

174>234 . 

0 

9 

107,626 

2 10 

1759 

1 , 374,720 

2 

5 

i4S,e 53 

1 

23 

58,650 

3 18 

l/GO 

l,491„il7 

3 

16 

393,324 

0 

13 

108,891 

1 7 • 
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• No. XX. 

An Account of tlie Quantity of Su^r imporletl from the 
West-India Colonie^i into (^re4it lirUaJn> in the under- 
. Oientioned periods, from J7<5l tp^Sll, both inelusivi*, 
with the Quantit) exported m the same })erio(Ls , dii,- 
tiug^uishing the Export to Irelarul, from the Expoi't to 
all other Kirtb j and expressing the Sugar in Cwt. after 
reducing the Uetined into Raw, on the Principle of J4 
to 30 j also the Quantity remaining for the,Consuniption 
' of the British Empire. 



■ 

^ 

Exportc (1. 

[lemaiuing fui tiu 
Consumplion o 
Gre.u itniatn 
and li( [ ujii. 

Periods. 

Imported 


HI 

iu‘J. 

1761 

J762 " 

1763 * 

1764 
•1766 

-ill lUfil Average 

1 \tais . 

j ’c)»t. 

\l,5i?.7‘J7 

'1,428,08/1 

jl,f'6^,a88 

|/,488.0r9 

|l»2«r,1.49 

Cwt. 

1 i0.8ll 

1 100,485 
159/230 
125,841 
152,016 

Cwt. 

411,228 

366,327 

398*407 

37^,151 

191,756 

.C»Vt. 

,575,039 

466,810 

5.57,637 

497,294 

344,372 

C 0. 

1.484,^ 

133*796 

354,154 

138,2.30 

1 

■ n 

1771 

1772 

1773 1 

1771 1 

^ 177.1 

1,192,0% 

l,n29.7vfl 

1,804,080 

2.029,725 

2,021,059 

207,lf>3 

189,55-» 

2iy^ .886 

224,753 

272,0o8 

{ 

18,6/8 
57, m 
5.5,481 1 
19d,5(>8 

260,7 1<> 1 
^jb,2.» > 

238, .'09 
280,2 1 i 
46 5,206 


Viimi.d Avcfiige 

'l,a,■^S,s.3^ 

218,993 

82,922 

301,915 

1,7.52.41 1 

1781 

iTSm 

r ]?8^ 

17 fit 
tT'iy 

1,000,048 

1,374,269 

1,584,275 

1,702,v70d 

2,075,909 

1 162,951 
96,640 

1 t?,%4l7 
14-^139 
Jld^9 

114,651 

49,816 

177,859 

222,076 

1 223,204 

1277,562 

146.456 

351,25( 

364,21 

131,14.3 

1 ^ 

• 

Annual Avcia^^e 

1,579,537 

157,217^ 

157,513 

514.730 

1,422,62 4 

17*^1 

179C 

J79.5 1 

1791 

1795 1 

1,808,950 

1,900,97s 

2,115,300 

330,026 

(,871,568 

111,291 

in,309 

145/223 

1 5 J,79C 
147,609 

267,397 

o08,82l 

560,005 

79i%36'4 

5ol,788 

li0fl,6H8 

(324,130 

505,228 

946,162 

699,397 

• 

1 

AnnihU A\eragr’ 


140,616 

496,075 ( 

[>36,721 1 

1,52.5,7^0 


f ( iivtvltvrf/ ^ 
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IVnods* 

■ 

• 

Ex|)orteri 


Rcniainiii^ for the 
( onsumption ol 
OretU Britain ^ 

-loXicl in<1 

lo other 
Pdl Is 

Total 


Cwt. 

i’wt. 

Cwt 

Civt. 

Cvl*^ 

isot 

J,729,'>( 1 

11^915 

862,892 

976,8 i 


1 *i02 

<1,1 19.P60 

170 978 

1,747,271 

1 »27,249 


4 0» 

j 100 

114,646 

1.377,867 

1 '>2 ,518 


irtoi 

4968 600 

1o3 7U 

762, 18 > 

91. 196 



2 u ^56 

133. 303 

808.073 

901,376 


1806 

3,67 > 0 37 

14??, 328 

791,429 

‘ Oir,757 


\ niittl A\i rngc^ 

3,380,734 

146,180 

1,068,336 

1 203,616 

2 331,398 I 

IBOO 

3<)71 a*) 

£749X3 

1,223,74 H 

1 406,601 


1810 


107.039 

I 217,310 

1, >10 ^40 


1811 

3 8 )7,cJl 

.^36,468 ! 

356 602 

690,070 


Annual' A v^i 14c 



— 


... 


ol 3 c 

l,2lO,27t) 

236,816 
' 1 

932,153 

1,168,970 

1 288,122 

— ^ 


WILLIAM IRVINO 


lll<i()tCl 01 geiici ll OlllCC, 
Custojii-l foubt , London 


No. XXL 

An Account of the Quantity of Sugar Imported into Irelai*{l^ 
ill the Year ending January 5, 1813; Bpecifying the 
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tioned Periods from I76I to 1 S 06 , both incluM\e, with the Quantitv exporte 1 in the same Periods 
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APPLNDIX. 


No. XXVI n 

Ajji Account of the Value of Dye VVoods, and other niisce^^ 
laneous Articles, excepting Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Cocor*, 
Pimento and Cotton, imported from the VV'e'it-lndia 
Culpniew into Great Britaioj from the \et»r 1791 to the 
Year 1805, both inciusivc 5 distinguishing e u li 
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» r ie 
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.509, 40o 
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^ 703,086 
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- 
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287.97' 
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331,621 

1805 
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244,76 ^ 
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No. XXIX, 

\.n Account of the Quaiititiea of Rum> Sugar, Coffee, and 
.Cotton Wool, exported from the British West-lndi# 
Islands, from the/.5ih of January, 179-^, tu the 5th of 
January, 1803} so far as the same c-an he made up' 
distlnguiBhing each Year, and the Quantiiitcs to the 
United Statt^a, to the British Colonies on the Contine:it 
of AmcTi<”i, and to Great Britain, respectively. 


j Laitt^U I 

[ of Aiii< I’icf!. i 

Uiitlsh C'orli- 

Grtat Britain. 

Total- 


I 1 

Guil(HlS. J 

Cralloii!*. 

■ Gnilf)n<;. 

Gallons. 

i793 

536,353 

1 61.3,898 

3,756,800 1 

4,907,051 

1794 

2,265.17 7 

525,720 

2,806,623 1 

1 5,597,.520 

179.5 

2,106.883 

204,965 

1,861,886 

i 1,173,7.34 

1796 

1 3,267,280 

307,124 

1,993,350 

1 '3,567,764 

ro7 

1 2,197,450 

486,706 . 

l,595,0oh 

1 4,279,1m 

17 98 1 

1 1,972,98.7 

3^4. W3. 

3,866,138 

1 6,224,076 

17 99 

1 3,201,209 

664,258 

g,404,98'J 

; 6,37 0,449 

<800 

2,761,384 

186,419 

3,283,392 

■ 6, -^51, 22.5 

jnoi 

3,633,021 

569,691 

3,940,859 

8,148,571 

' ..<)9 

I 3«2:),a95 

584, (S73 1 

4;166.n3 

1^,676,381 

-i 

' 4,iajvi51 

! 792,474 i 

3,790.868 

y,78l,19t- 
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United .State, 
of Ainerica 

» Brithh Conti- < ^ , ,, 

ncntal Colonies., 

isjjgar , 1793 

Cwf. 

0,336 

Cvit. 

5,106 

! Cwt. 

‘ 2,115.308 

, 1‘794 

37,606 

4,01.5 

I 9.099,700 

179.0 
17 '^6 
1707 

67,845 
I0n.('3.3 
.54 :.67 

3,3m 

1 7,332 

3,893 

1.672,774 
' 1,709,219 

j 1.. 57-7.921 

f.'98 

1799 

47.172 

106,679 

4,508 

9,93.3 

1 l.9(>:>,922 
2..5 11,8.58 

. ISOO 

9(1,800 

10,660 

2,31 2, .337 

1801 

46.8.5.5 

10,;5o6 

2,902,737 

1802 

50,258 

11. .397 

3,401,711 

1803 

113,417 

13,906 

; 2,759,126 


Cwt. 

Cwt, 

Cwt. 

.Oiec . 1703 
1704 

866 
* 4, .58(5 

603 

80 

. 'H),45? 

[ i .S6,34 1 

1795 

22.3.51 

99 

122,3/0 

1796 1 

21 828 

514 

71,744 

* 1797 

13.538 

427 

100,082 

1798 

19, m 

802 • 

144,352 

J799 

8,09s3 

1,1.30 

123,036 

*■1800 1 

7.12.5 

775 

172,471 

1801 } 

12, .5 9(5 ’ 

93.5 j 

18.),H28 

1802 / 

14,907 

257 1 

214,984 

1 si03 

19,916 

1,353 j 

1*52,614 

< 'lO.i 

lbs.. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

U ,.ol , 1793 

— 

8,690 

9,164.893 

1704 

74,369 

. 6,304 

8.392,502 

17 "5 

49,202 

1,600 

11,624,611 

1706 

47,400 

1,5.50 

8,8' ',5, 163 

1797 

86,817 

12.850 

6,818,480 

1798 

— 

18,250 

7 8yi„'>fr' 

1799 

59,-100 

730 

7,469,731 

, 1800 

31,800 1 

4,274 : 

10, .57 5, 2 75 

1801 

12,3.51) j 

500 

11.248,164 

J802 

3.000 ( 

14.950 

8,781,941 

1803 

r J 

' 3,2.50 

5,647,363 



1 , 816 *, '>jM. 

l,(K{0,Uil 

C,4lJ,y97 

‘2,9j9,9:)S 

.J,) 6 . 3 ,.K ;6 

5 i;, 88 (;/K ‘9 

Cw». 

9 ^;, )U, 

t^ll,0')7 

94,086 
ill>ir 
16 :, ,07 7 
f 

3 Ho :.?i 
199/5.50 

1 I-. 

9,17,3/.9.-i 
^>47:5,1? > 
11,676.^9,, 
0,854,413 
6 , 9 io,j:,; 
Tr90if,HoJ 
7,529,HH i 
10,611.3-4'J 
ai/iOl.OJ-I 
0 799.092 
5,600,61.', 
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No. XX XJ. 

i alilt 'lie; Quantities nfihe principal Articles exported iv? 
(ireat Britain from the British Colonies ij the Wc=ii 
Iridic?, and the official Valtfe of the Imports into, arrl 
liXfrorts from, those Colonies^ for the Years and 
irllO. 


ANTIOTJA. 

(Quantities of the principal Articles. 



1 * 1 

j , Cofl'pc. 

Sugar. 

Tltim.'" 

Cot'.Woi. 

Bril. Plant 

1 #. Plant 

Bril. J'lant 

For. Plant.! 


j t'wt. 

C^ft, 1 

Cwt. 

(Vt. 

Oailii. 

I lift. 

0,09 

309 

3,983 

10(),15O 

tiHf) 

143,223 1 

1 10,016 

IHJO 

40 1 

2,164 

168,799 

3,821 

77,092 

3>J,H80 


Value of Imports and Exports. 

Exports. 

<o0p . . £{gy,,\^2i . . ,i£;9i(),oou 

1810 . . 235^458 . 182,392 


BAHAMAS. 


(■luuTititm of the jmncipal Articles. 


1 

1 

Cofftf, 

Sugar. 




1 

J 

Brit. Plant. 

1 

For. Plant. 

Brit. Plant. 

For. Plant. 

Rum. 

Pituerilo 

Cott.Woul 

! 

U)0() 
) 0 1 

CvL , 

1 ! 

“iCwrt. 

9,143 

4.34S 

Cwi. 

130 

Cwt. 

12,884 

Mia 

Galls 

26 

11 

lbs. 
J,.028 
[ 2,227 j 

! lbs. 

1,139,703 

1,348,828 


Value of Impairs and Exports. 

IdiporlB. Exports. 

. ,£136,61.*) . . X‘='04,.it)7 ’ 
’•"lO . . 108,485 . . 




AlN’n'.MDIX, 


BaKBADOKS 

QhaKiiiii 9 of fhf prifUTjjtil Attidi . 


i 

t 

f - - 

[5rit n i.’ 

. 1 u, 

Ipur. T'Lnt IjfiJ.Kwit 
» 

gi‘r. 

jp .1 , I'i'tn* 

Uum 

1 

iCotf.Vl , 

" ! 
>?co ; 

i-sLO i 

1 . 
:s4vi 
>us 

[ rwt. rv\t. ! 

9 tHi,K0; 

1 . j 

1 t'vvt. 1 

‘> i 

J 

irJlIN, 

Uji'dit 
: 7.^.oo 

11. 

1 r^Ao.sv 


l'al\e oj Impoits afid E.i ports. 

Imports!, FItporis, 

:fv*J . 50,700 

leio ju,4oo . . 


BKRBICE. 


Q?/nnhties ofthp principal Artldcs, 



1 ' 

1 ('olft o 

J 

1 sugcir. 

j 


Brit.Pl.fX. 

I'br. Plant > 

Brit. J^ianr.i 

1 

Ffir 

Rihi) W.j. 1. 

ihn() 

-.rcO 

TiVl 

17,06o 1 
?i\o82 j 

Owt, 

l ni. 

7,7«.0 

3,827 

Cw 1 . 

Oalis j 'bs. 


Value of Imports and Exports 

Imports. i-ApoiK, 

iMK) , , X'J<J3,C(33 . . X4o.»'.(X> 

l.’iJO . n)l,hh(} . . 


BERMUDAS. 


Quant iiic', of Uh' prmcipal Artichs. 



Coliec. 

Cottou 

! lirit. Piatjl. 

><jr. Plarst, j 


C'vt. 

Oivt. 1 

Ibi. 

io09 i 

8 

9bS 1 

i.>i,< 55 G 

^SIO 


'-I*- 1 

9.095 


Valui of Imports and Exports. 

Tinporta. Bxport-*. 

ISOO . - Xn,648 . . . ^.?4.U70 

isfo . . IAS? . . ,* 3r^;6n 
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DEMERARA. 

Quaniitit's of the pnnapal Articles* 


ColiV'C. ! 

* .''ujjar. 

! 

1 

Pocn. jrottvW'v./:, 

Hiil. 1'ia‘it 

For Plinii. 


[For Plaul 
1- 

< wt 

Cu-i. 

CWT* 

Cwt 

O^tJls, 1 Ibi, 

iH 

— 

15t),431 

7 . 

3.(»3,370 j), 012/257 

( 45, 100 


lv>(>,624 

2 

98,113 |f, 331, 123. 


f^atue (i/' Imports and Exports* 

imports, Kxporti. 

laog . . j£! 5.".0.871 . . 

1B10 . . 778,104 . . 346,783 


DOMINICA. * 

QaaTitiiits of the pfrindpal Articles* ' 



f Coffee. I 

.Su. 

;ar. 


1 


Brit rianl. 

[iV I'jdiit 

BrU. Phmt 

|For Plant. 

Rum. 

* 

Colt. Wool. 

*^.00 

1810 

r^t 

32,5 10 
27,185 

Cwt. 

1,01)0 

23 

1 

Cwi. 

41.990 

5 1, 522 

C’wt. 

10,6 la 
840 

LiallA. 

56,356 

39,397 

lbs. 

75,425 

59,742 


Value of Imports and Exports, 

Imports. Exports. 

I80ij • • J^315,684 . . £lf)l,29l 
, 283,002 . . 3a,()8(J 


GRENADA. 


Quantities <f the principal Articles* 



Coffee. 

bugar. ; 




Brit. Flaiit. For, Plant 

Brit. Plant. Ft.r. Plant. 

Bum. 

Cott.W.'./. 

ISO-:) 

1810 

Cvrt, 

2,892 

. 1,193 

(-Vt. 

234 

Cwt. ■ 1 Ctrl* 
2X0,057 1 12 

215,622 ; 263 

Cars. 

612,310 

o46,89'> 

Jbs. 

1.155.0/0 

588,362 


' ? y Value of Imports and Exports* 

^ Import*. Exports. 

je439,453 . . jgl 89,800 
)f^lO , - 388,936 . - 173,3 o6 
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Quanf-tCfiS p'^wcnmi Arf:r}fi 
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j Sugor. 
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Rv, . |r:<,ir v.'ofi 

Bril PJHHI. 
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IMant. 
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1 Cut* 


rsvt 1 
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313,070 1 
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: iP7,043 

1 
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Value nf Imports and Llrpcr(>. 

Imports. E’.ports. 

ifUK) . „ jC'! 26 (),o 6 t ' . £i:v?Miy 

- 80/^62 


Si. U:U.\ 


Qutmfifieb iff f he pi inn pul /ht'iflr. 



1 (’offee. 

Sugar. 
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iBnl riant 

I'or, riani. 

1 

Bril. IMant 

jpor. Daiit 

Bum 

Coll. V/ {.ill 


1 1 iSt. ' 

(;wt. 

1 i'w*-. ' 1 

! 

1 (j.iU,'.. 

1 n>s. 

1 .;09 

• 7,ot)3 : 

i — 

41,783 1 

14 


111,8.17 

JHiO 

1 10,011 i 

1 


SCijS^y 1 — 1 

J 1,41() . J27,0t.‘) 

1 


I aim oj' I Mpo^fs and Evtorf^. 

Ifnporfs. »>of‘rl'(. 

! 8 (>() . , ^ 11 > 0,431 ^ 

iHio . 193,743 - ~ •4'i,4;iO 


Sr. VINCKNTS 


QuaritUics of the principal Articles. 
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("of fee. 

.-ugar. ' 

Bum. 

Wt 

Bfit. Plant 

t — 

For. Pkmi 

Blit Plant. For. Plant. 

^ i 

('v^t 

Cwt. 

[ (^vt. j Cwt. 

rtfiiLs. 

lbs. , 

14 '>7 I 


— 

2^'2/Pk3 I ■ 4 

! 243,^161 

230,81 

rui} I 

32? 

— 

l()7,!to4 j , — 

200,796 

i 171.0.ii 
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Value of Imports and E^eports. 

Tiiiports. Kvporfji. 

)«0S) . ^307*839 . . 

“'K' - . I?05,ft09 • • 96,87'/' 
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'I’OBAGO. 


Quaiuitu'S of ihf'prhu i/ta/ AiticltL. 


1 CiA]\ e. 1 

ir...U V! uf 'i-or. ri.i.U j 

Sngar. i ) 


niit.iM.int. 

For. IM.iiit. Rtiui. 

CuuAVu<‘. 

i f h; 1 

i SC" i i 

S .(1 1 n ' — 1 

1 

C«t. 

1 3C», 

I'M ,'208 

i 

rwu 1 (iaiin 

'2i ! 625,31/ 

l337,^3J 

)l*s, 

48,7pi 

1 1.8JS 


Value of'Jnijjurts and Eccpotts. 

Toi))ur(a*' ‘ Kxpoi*?'-. 

lh‘10. . 


^TORTOLA. 

QjuantitiPs of the prmctpal Articles, 



1 Coffpf', 

I Sugar. j 

1 Kum, 

1 

i 


liril. I’lant Ikoi-. Plattf 

iBnuFlaai, 

1 

For. Plant.] 


[ccilWo--!. 

1 '<()() 
Is 10 

[ t’ rt t , , 0 W t 

1,130 

i 0 { G 74 

! (’wf. 

1 0/257 j 

1 3 1 . 6()12 

(’wf, 

3 , 430 . 
.6438 1 

1 i 

(iails. 

16 > 8 . 5‘2 j 
7 //n ; 

3 i . 

1 '>. 10 / 


I atue ..f Imjjorts and Jlrpoi'ts, 

1 jnports. J'Xportf . 

1.^01) - . ^^33,399 . . 

1 «1<> . . f)l,620 - - 56/; Tv’ 
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< luatmlic^ of the prhi' '/jal At tides- 



CoiIct*. 

1 hu|!ar. 



Bril Plant.' ^'or, Fluur. 

1 ( 1 

Brit. 13aiJl jFor. Plant. 

Hum. 


(’wt. Owt 1 

Cwt. j Cwt. 


180() 

3,6C)G . 

1 . 57 , 866 , 

008,677 

I81*> 

2,713 ! ““ ' 

1 166,6^27 *. — 

H/,r4i 


Value of hnpvUs and Kj'poris. 

• Import;. Exports 

i .SO9 , - . nVf i 

1.;k» . . . . ■ 3 . 5 '/.o: ; 
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No. XXXlll. 

An Account of Use real nr declared Value of British and Ir. 
Produce and Manufactures exported from Gri,a'. Britani 
to the British Islanfls and C»doniesi in A.c We^t Indies 
between the 5ili January, 181(5, a,rd the 5tli January, 
1817, af stated by the Inspector-general of Imports an ■. 
Kxports 


Antigua 
Barbadoe.^ 
Dominica 
tirrciiada 
Jaaiaioa 
'Moiitherral 
Nevis 
tSt. Kitt*s 
bt. Lucia 
St. Vincent’s 
i'obagu . , 

' Tortola , . 

Trinidad 
Bahama.^ 
lifcrmvKias * 
Demerara 
Berbice . , 

Honduras . 



1 

1 A-. 

rt 


116,559 

1 ® 

K 


sosjfjgs 

18 

<Q 


70,489 

4 

i 


ia7»984 

19 

, I 


2,243,269 

n 

) 3 


20,868 

14 

O 


43,5.52 

5 

n 


79,770 

4 

8 


69i017 

1 

6 


105,024 

8 

5 


75,111 

9 

3 


46.680 

14 

K 


176,915 

18 

' 9 


101,805 

19 

!> 


31.923 

9 

3 


404,619 

14 

4 


78,635 

19 

i 

. ■ 

43,335 

2 

1 


4,155,163 

0 

6 


Totril . . 
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Xo XXXfV 


JAMAICA, 

A of import into^ and JExporls fnmiy iht Island of 

Jamaica^ and of the Tonnage, <f Fessels trading thereto. 
bKriu,een the ^9th of September, 1814, and the 9,9th of 
September y 1815, laid before the Honourable House 
on the 17 th of November, 1815. 

IMPORTS, 

From Great !Britaifi and Ireland: — 11,327 ba^ij of flour; 
1047 barrels, and 12,149 bags of bread ; 916 barrels of pea'^e 
and beans 3 10,926 barrels of herrings j 2371 barrels of 

pilchards; and 11,400 staves and heading* 

Fromf the, British Plantations: — 5492 barrels of flour; 
195 barrels, 500 bags, and 183 kegs pf breujl ; 450 tierces, 
and 13 bags of rice ; 1009 hogsheads, 3983 casks, and 3734 
boxes of dry fish j 227 tierq^s^ 18,155 barrels, and 535 keg.s, 
of pickled fish; 487^223 stave'll, and heading; 243,990 
shingles; 899,608 feet of lumber; 2 horses and 1 mule. 

From the. United States: — 25,154 barrels of fl^ur; 663 
’»i;:rreld, 100 bags, and 1368 kegs, of bread; 339 tierc<?s, 2 
‘^arrels, and 9 bags of rice ; 6923 bushels, 225 bags, and 
5884 barrels of corn and meal; 3 barrels and 47 baga of 
pe^se ancl . beans; 333,325 staves and heading; 315,290 
shingles; and 317,678 feet of lumber. 

From the Spanish Main, and Islands within the Tropics . — 
25,159 barrels of flour; 336 barrels, 118 bags, ami 397 
kegs, of bread : 373 tierdes, 2475 barrels, and 3937 hags, of 
rice; 31,747 bushels. 1154 bag*?, and 1018 harreU, of corn 
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and meal 5 369 barrels and- 31 bags of pease an*l b#*<JTr'« 3 
^201^931) staves nnd heading- 5^J2,9(J(>"^shingle?; 
feet of lumber^ 976 horses j 3^4^ mules 3 935 asses j anti 
W94 cattle. 

T<Ua^ to Kingston: — 67>132 barrels of dour; ^261 bar- 
rels, 12,b67 bags, and 1948 df 1:>reail • 1162 tierces, 

2177 barrels/ and 3959 ^bags, of ricej 3id,670 bushels, 13/9 
i)rigSj and 6&02 barrels, of corn and meal^ 1288,, barrels and 
7H bags of pease and* beans; 1009 hogsheads, .3983 casLs, 
and 3734 boxes, of dry fish; 227 tierces, 18,155 barrels, and 
b35 kegs, of pickled fish 10,926 barrels of herrings ; 2J7 i 
barrel's of pilchards; l,O.H3,fl87 staves and heading; 1,122,180 
sliingles; 1,621,019 feet of lumber; 978 horses; 3243 
mules; 935 asses; and 2094 cattle. 

Fjom Gieat Britain and ItelUnd ~8dV barrels of Hour; 
1 22 barrels and lOO bags of bread ; 20,314 barrels of her*« 

.I'*’ 

rings; and 1940 barrels of pilchards. ^ 

From the British Plantations: — 492 barrels of flour ; 41 
tierces of rice; 1080 hogsheads, 340 casks, and 885 boxes, 
of dry fish ; 44 tierces, 2969 barrels, and 25 kegs, of pickled 
fish; 108, J02 staves and lieading; 1^6,77^^ .shingles, and 
568,700 feet oflumber. 

From the United States :^\243 barrels of flour; i I i 
barrels and 291 kegs of bread; 86 tierces and 85 barrels 
ricc ; 1530 bushels, 197 bags, and 515 barrels, of corn and 
meal, «>6 barrels of [jease and beans; 360,945 staves and 
headitig; 105,000 shingles ; and 46,580 feet of lumber. 

From the Spanu]^ Main, 2642 barrels of ftoui , 3 

barrels, 6 bags, and 20 kegs <5f bread; 4i barrels and 170 
bugs of ricer 200 bushels and 3 .barrels of corn and meal, 
62,818 staves and heading; 27*000 shingles; 129*311 foet 
of lumber; 528 horses 3 451 mules.; and 230S cattle. 

lotal to the Oaf-ports: — 5268 barrels of flour; 541 bar- 
rel, U6 bags and 310 kcj;^, of bread , 129 tierces, 126 
barrtds, and 370 bags, of rice; 1730 bush€itf> 197 bags, and 
51S barrels, of corn and meal ; 6G barrels of pease and beans ; 
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t030 hogsheads, 340 crisks, and rt85 boxes, of dry fjbh; 44 
fJerces, 2909 baruels, and 25 |kegi»,,,of pujkle:! fish 
barrels of herringsj 1940 barrels of pilcharils j Tib 1 ,. > 0:1 
uaves and heading; 268, 7?5 Miii^glcs; 745,091 feet of 
lumber; 528 horses ; 451 oiuIqs; and 2.30S cattle, 

G^and Total Imported barrels of dour; 
barrels, 12,9S3 bags, and 2258 kegs, of bread ; 1291 tierco<^>, 
2603 barrels, ;*vul 4329 bags, 6 f rice; 40,400 bushels, 1576 
bags, and 7420 barrels, of corn and meal ; 13.54 barrels and 
7S bags oI‘ jjease%nd beans; 2089 hogsheads, 4323 casks, 
;ind 1619 boxes, of dry fish ; 27i^tierces, 21^124 barrels, and 
r»60 kegs, of pickltwl fish; 3 1,237, barrels of herrings; 431 1 
barrels of pilchards 5 1,565^752 staiies aijd heading; 1,390, 
i 2,366,110 feet of lumber; 1506 horses; 36 ni 

Hiule; ; 935 aSSCg ; 

EXPORTS. 

t. ^ 

^ To Grea^^i?nfniu.**— 23,997 hogsheads, 1545 tierce- , und 
473 barrels, of sugar; ,5554 puncheons and 259 hogslie.uk 
uf rnuj ; 679 casksand 587 bags, of ginger; 201 casks and 
1 196 bags of pimento; and 12,504,981 lbs. of coffee. 

To /reZawd. --^11 52 hogaheads, 397. tierces, and 279 bar- 
rels, of sugar; 466 pun^on.s and 108 hogsheads of rum 
169 casj^s of ginger; 26 casks and 164 bags of pimento; 
rind 553,479 lbs. of'eoffee. 

To the firituh Plantations in America hogsheads, 

i / 3 tiJires, and *620 barrels, of sugar; 4001 puncheons, 386 
hogsheads, and 67 casks, of niSi ; 1 c^k of molasses ; 2 
Casks and *^4 bags of ginger ; 30 casks and 156 bkgs of 
pimento; and 103,894 lbs, of coffee. 

To ifie United States of America:^2\7 hogsheads, 43 
tierces, ami 285 burrtls, of sugar; ^40 puncheons and 5 
hogsheads of rum ; 38 casks of molasses; 63 casks and 107 
))ags..af ginger |>, XI enfeUs and 317 of pimento; and 

} 97 A 3 ii?lbs. nf:|offec. • \ ’ 



icrcesand, l'5'bjf^^«l3'5of fiiigHUJj’ . 




3 i icrces ' and, - ^3*9 pjijphtJp'x^j, ' S^." iiV/S*: 

Imulvs, SO^ljasKs, 

' 'V?^^-';'’'^- ; ' *' V'A' 

T&tal frM 
ami i67‘J Wrjcch; of 

beailfiv cask^Si of 

iOl^ aoli 

''b.wls 0 

bn^„ of 5 „ Tjg^ ba‘|^’“6^ ;• aCW’ 

i3.a^8i5Wiba. brii^ ’*'’■ -:\4ji^ki'[; 

T(} the British Pidniitiiom in 

?* 7 tierces ,, and 1 1 . barrels, of ^ug^r j $3 jjlf pubcheons, tS' 
hogshead «, and 5 >barr«5i$>^.0^'f9W’^^/\V 
b** bugs of pimento^' ^■;': ,,^ >,f 

To tim. Umtf^4\Sta,i:ei'^^^mmm:y^ 
iiefccs, ami 69 *batre(s^ of .sugaii'i ^736 punchedltis abti/,y 
bogslieads of rum; 6S owifcs of nioJasso9,r 3 casta and; S^ 
ba^iis of ginger; 5^ casks atid M84 of pimento j 
07,6^9 Tiis. of coffee. . 


. Td Bte Spaniih M&in jo^n4 Isir^dk within the Tropim 
lOT punchcqbfl and 6 casta of robt-' ‘ 

' . < Total frdm ike Qut'portsi-^(M,^70 hogshcadif " 

bitrnili3,'of^ fc!Xg?^cj ‘4i',07^'y«n|b«b4>.s/^^^ 

laolaspes 

:^r»,5&i 'bagiJ of ^tiii^ib .} ’t4/ib^> cofft«J f 

und ot'sAgai^.^,9^'6 iH«idh^ii»,;'-|4^', 

' liogshead^v 574 t^'^. an^' IS&’sii^^ds, qf ruai ; ^24^‘^E-i 
<«[ jaqlaw4jt. ^48® jc^9*i^d VSdt tijgs of gippr -, 844 
, And 'if i&M bag* pf^^gjeis^,; of co^cc. 
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Ti>^]^i/igston:^^S,G6^ iona frVfe Great' Britain and Ir i- 
lantj; 17,£>ll ditto, from Ani erica j 17,3'-25 ditto, frum i*^c* 
'Spanish Main and nei^hbonrin^ li^tanijls ; — *3373 dittf*, dvo^j - 
g^ers j and 15,7b8 dittc;,. of v«‘5J»els under the bVec-Port Act* 

To Out- Ports from Great Uiitaifj and ire- 
land; 4938 ditto, from America; ISjLO ditto, -tVoiu th ' 
rijxxnijsh Main and neighbouring islands; ditto ^lyog-* 

gers ; and 4707 ditt*); of %^osif 55 la undei the Vrec-Port ^tv 
/V>ita/ ; —131,592 tons, from Great J^ritain in al Ireland ; 

'C;'",S49 ditto, from Ainerica; 19,139 ditto from the ^panl di 
' ? i in and neighbouring inlands ; 3588 ditto, dro^^er^* : aia. 


vett. rv» 
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Nd.XJ£iXV- V 

Ueturn of Hifl Mfijeisty’s TrObjis' staitionecl in JaiiiJika. 


colors. 


,^V" 


Koj rtl enpinKfj s. Pt^rt-Ruyal 
Roval Mriillors , ditto - - - - ^ - 

' l8lh ( ’■ ;i) ?rlvl) . reg T-p C-'a'-k-Cafl^ 

Sixtli bill' i n oOlh Fahnoutk;^?* - 
Filth Vx 1 't India j-if; Kort-Au»^& 

York t lihJ'MUUs, Stony • dll ' 

York liu,* t inf. vohiiiic*cr!», rp-Pai:k’-(!ldJn' 
Fir'-t gar. comp. Port-Aiuoiiii) 

First fil.'jrk gar. comp. Apostles' bdllt*r\ 
black rar. coinp tort-JS/ugent .*• 

’I'oIhI ' . ' - 
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niiamaa to 


jV. /j --ihit .5th India n-gimeirt under ,ordm bf’t 
' sail ill tfbout ten days, ‘• 

‘ , Wm.nun%iiy • 

!i- id-rpiftvtds, Jaliniu6a, Acting l>epdty Adjutant-general. 

:F1 jNov. 1816. 


■ No. XXX'VL 

Ui^ {Majority’s ylups and Vessds' ujilifh the Jamaica Station, 
under the Coiuinand of John Erskine £?tj 

Kear-admirul of the Blue. — Nov. ,1816. 


Ships, 

Salisonry - - 

Active - ‘ - 

•. Pifiuc . - - - - 

lEsk 

‘ - > ' - - 
Briseii -F - - - 

f erniuda, - - - - 

ilk ni'ati - - - - 

JViinn^Mi - - - * 


{juns. Commanders, jc*, > 

' 50 —X Mactellar, Esq., ^ 'i 
38 — ^jP* CwrU’K't, C. B. 

36 — J. H. I.iit, Esq. 

20 — G. G. J/aiiKJck, E.sip 
20 — Sw^el Roberts, C. B. 

’ 10 — Gi'3)omelt, Ivmj. 
lO— John Fakcnliarn, Esq. v 
18 — Houston Stew.irl, Esq, 
18— C.'G. H. riuiiott, Esq. 


N.IV — Tlic IVi/.iroso ia under orcler* to return to England, to behovr 
. II ai c n.d. ll.e 8p:*t dwell cutler is ^nned fron> Tjbe Salisbury, 

.L t. DOUGl’AS, * : 
Hf'ar'itdnniai and C()inra^<Sjr,Sii,Clu^^. 


Black pioneers. 
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R^urns of the «;ever^rMarooi£ £j^tft^!ishrn< )ifn 


MoottF/fowK * Scot's Hali 

Oifcers - -- -i..- - 6 Oifecurs - - 

’Vlert- •..,^•-.--74 Men - - ^ - - - . - k 

Women - - - - - - ilj ty^iueo -------- l 

Boys . - - - . > 

CiirN - - 20 Uirh - * 

* xildien 148 Children . • - * - - iH 

3 M 3 70 

I O’ViPOI^G-loWN. CHAlttFb J« VN. 

Ofriiri<» - 9 Q«cer& ^ 

Aim cupiixle <ji beaftng arms. Men - --...-ol 

vf It's \ ill toAi) - - - 51 WrniKi* 

I, i () Id the tonntry - • 8 Poj's, lut hiding seven of thirteen 

P V M side if» the town - 39 years Hitd upwards - - - *> 

Jdi \s i side »n the eoontry 10 Oirls five ot el ven leiis lad 
WojiKi tsulj e, m the town - 5<> upwards’- - - - - Ik 

Gals n the t«»wn - - 47^ buptr anuated a» d invalids • - i 

Woinin r siding in the (oiintry 16 

Gill I s 1 1 m the country - 16 Ic tii residtiu 

Maruoi , uici tlieir iiiild*e i be- Nunuvidcut - ) 

lo lo Old Maroon- 1 own 16 

Increase ol iIk Majoonsin 1815 lotdMtt--j)a- - ^Ki 

<1 id 181 0 - - • - 19* 


Total - )6 


1^0. xxxvin. 


A Gt'UQrjil Return of the Tonnage of all Vessels tr'^iijng to 
and tound the Inland of Jamaica, between the 29tli Day 
of Septeinhof. 1S]5, anil the ‘£0|li of septimln r, 1H)6 
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1 ih oi th 

J 

t lit pu 

j Wnhuiili 1 topics. 


fii a 1 1 nin 
1 (i 

ii 1 

\7l»f rft i 

')h Niahi 
n 1 n u,ht our 
ill islsn I 

Dn>irg«^ 

KVessef’i trftU 
jkhi' jiAiie) 
^e/ port t 

lo Kingston 

i } In * 

id 082 

7 803 

18 Q 

IJ 1* j 

Out pf 1 r 

o 1, 

19/8or 

1,6Q0 

1171 

4,r 

1 tal of touaagd 

99>1^1 

> >,o8 f 

14,491 

300o 

10 Ojij 


JAMbS GimMDH) 0 «. 




(total fiiipoii*^ - . ^ . \0,947{4d75,7485ri9®S94X1740^84QU2 190 










Shingles. 1 Lumber. Live Steel 
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J \.ME3 CrSCXFIELD, Naval OJcer 















General heturn of the Militia of Jamaica, 
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No, XLII. 

Li6L of Slaves, Stock, and Acres of Land, Amount of I/a.Mi - 
Tax and Poll-Tax Rolls, in the Island of Jamaica, ior 
the Year 1 ^ 16 . 


Amoun u> A iriOLtitC qX poll' 
land'raa|,tcli&. i ax rolls. 

£s.d s. d. 

‘:>50 17 8 11 3 

1,018 3 O 2.796 17 11 

253 2 b ',66^.17' 11 

908 12 9 1.956 ■ 7 11 

193 6 1 uii8 11 S 

140 6 8 5o7 12 It 

1,153 16 6 3, 1 1.") 4 2 

37? 4 1 1.189 3 4 

417 1 11 2,259 8 9 

610 IB O 2.802 19 2 

^3 7 . *8 18 11 

7 0 14 31 iO *> 
'489 18 O 2 J .• 12 11 
273 7 7 767 17 11 

107 9* J 57 2 14. 3 

568 3 8 e/J(2 17 11 

333 7 1,1 1,151 17 6 

75.3 3 11 3,181 4 2 

510 2. 0 1,575 15 5 

fsi 1 2 2,490 0 3 

^,511 18 5 '37,842 12 11 

No, XLIlI; 

An Account of the Receipts of Cash for the four Quarters, 
ending the 30th of September, ie>16. 

'< • j. a. 

Toll-tax, 1816 - - - , 29,245 1 10 

L-Jind-lHx, 1816 - - ^ ''M . 6,886 13 5^, 

Ileficieiic;y,-1816 - * • r 2,257 2 O' 

Airt'ar.s ol taxes, I6l5 - 20,617 1 1*1 

Arre.irs former ^'ears - 3,023 10, J 

Amencan ciulK s ~ - 38, 59 5 5 

Anns and gunpov^der - - 1,22^ 5 O 

Surplurot tlie revenue * ^ ,< . 20,124 16 O 

Tjoait at 6 jicr c^nt - - •*■?' 80,000 O O 

Rum dut^ - - 12,966 11 9 

Additional duties - * 14,112 II lv> 

Tax upon tonnage - ■*> 3,656 1 5 2 

'IVanijifin poor’s tax - - 4,161 19 1 

Duly upt*n tea - - - ' 2,27 2 3 O 

Stamp clutirs - - . 25,238 13 8 

'Jax upon (i..iibicnt traders - 482 17 5 

r-Vvi on priviite bills - - *' 36i0 .^O 

Public prbvisions on hand, rum-iuits, &c. 7,301 17 8 

'ill uttees of IManning’s I’rcc-school 200, O ,0^ 

jC 272,089 5 5 


St. Andrew • . 

St. Ann . . • 

St. Catherine * 

Clarendon 

St. Davi«I* . . . 

St. Doiolhy . 

St. £1 zabedi . 

.St. Gchrgo. 

Hanover . 

St. James . , 

St. John . . • 

Kingston . . , 

St, Wary ... 
Portland . . 

Port-Royal . . 

bt. Tiio. in I he East 
bt. 1 ho. in the Vale; 
'I'relawny . 

Vcie . 

WcxUuorcldiid • 







APPENDIX 
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^o XhVUl 

Au tijc principal Artuclc^of Pip\ibion mi /yuni^ i 

imporlfii into the British West Indies, and roiiqiur d 
( olonus 111 ihp \Ve>it Indies, m th^ years ^04 i id 

1^06, distiii^yishing th<j several Countnes^lroai v/iiith 
sik h Articles were impottcd 
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Is >1., dry 

f|uintals 
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Contin«iuat 
Colonies. 
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3,388 

40,610^075 

49^007,732 

21,104,979 


UthtT 

Couuti.r. 


1,214 
5,jf ■. 
4!'* 
944 

4,58.4 

2,372 

171 
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The thret preceding Stetements are made up from Accounts obtained from the Custom-House in ISOP 
md were printed by order of the Committee of Merchants interested in tlie Trade and Fisheries of the BrifisI 






3,638,021 46,865 12,jf)6 

3,925,395 60,258 14,907 

4,198,154 113,447 19,016 
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Totai Increase 216,331 . 16,724 


xo. Lvni. 

\mount of net Duties of Custom and Excise on tlie following Articles imported from the West-India Coloi.i 
into Great Britain,and Ireland, in the Years ended January 5, 1809, 10, 11, 1^2, and 13. 
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APPENDIX- 


No. LIX, 


SLAVE REGISTRY ACT 

For more effectually preventing the unlawful Importation of 
Slaves, and the holding Free Persons in Slavery, in the 
British Colonies, Ordered by the House of Commons of the 
United Kingdom to he printed, Bth July^ 1815. 

PREAMBLE* 

Whbrfas the illicit and clandestine importation of slaves 
into British colonies^ wherein slavery is established by law, 
and the holding and detaining^ in slavery there of such 
negroes, inulattoes, and inustees, as by reason of such illicit 
importation, or otherwise, arc lawfully entitled to their free- 
ciom, cannot be effectually and certainly prevented, without 
tome better provision than the laws in force within the said 
colonics have made for ascertaining the number, and identic 
tying the persons of the slaves now within the same, and of 
the future issue of the female slaves, upon whom, by the laws 
of the said colonies, the condition of slavery descends : 

And whereas by reason of the interddn^l^e between the 
said colonies, atid the frequent passage and 
from one British colony to another, and tranS' 

fers of property in sla\c5 within j^e said colonies, by Sale, 
mortgage, and other \vise, made ^ and to persons resident in 
the united kingdom, and for other reasons, the necessary 
provisions and regulations for the purposes aforesaid cannot 
be fully and effectually ma4e by tl^e separate interior le^sla- 
tures of the said cqlonies ^respectively, but only by the au- 
thority of Parliament. 

enactments. 

1. There shall be established in every colony, now or 
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hereafter under the dominion of his Majesty, his heirs, 
in the West Indies or America, or elsewhere, in which sla^cl\ 
is established or permitted by law* a public registry, for tJie 
registration anil enrolment of the names and descriptions of 
'll! negroes, mulattocs, and mustees, and all slaves .shall he 
registered or returned for registration, within the Followiiiij: 
times {that is to say) in every such colony in the West Indies, 
ir in America, Jamaica excepted, within the term of 
in Jamaica, within the term of and in all more dis- 
tant parts of the world, within the term of t(» be 

respectively computed from the passing of this act : Pro- 
vided always, that every such island within the government 
)f tfie leeWi^Lfd Charibbee islands, or any other government 
''omprising more islands than one, as has a separate Icgibla- 
live assembly and courts of law of its own,- shall be deemed 
«nd taken to be a separate colony for the purpose of this act : 
.nd that all other islands within such govenmicuts shall not 
>e so deehied and taken, but the slaves therein shall be 
registered in the registry of the nearest island within the 
same government in which a public registry shall be esta- 
blished as aforesaid* 

2. It shall be lawful for his Majesty to appoint a registrar 
of slaves in each and every of the said colonies j and in de- 
fault of any such, appointment, &c. it shall be lawful for the 
governor, &c.’|^ 4ppoiut some fit and proper person, rcsid<*nt 
uithin such collony, to be registrar of slaves therein; which 
registrar, s(i"tQ be appointed by his Majesty, or such governor, 
i&c. shall take the following oath before such governor, 3fc- 
ill council, (that is to say) 

** I B. do solemnly promise and swear, that I will not 
willingly or knowingly make or permit, or suffer to be made, 
any false or fraudulent entry, erasure, or obliteration, in the 
registry of slaves to be committed to my charge ; but if any 
such false or fraudulent act shall become known to me, will 
immediately give notice tbefcof to the governor, lieutenant- 
governor, or civil commander in thief of this colony for the 
time being; ami will in all respects faithfully and U['rightly 
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perform the duties of the office of registrar of slaves iyr thi‘ 
colony. — So help me God.” 

And every person, so appointed to the said office of re- 
gistrar, shall become bound by bond or recognizance, with 
two sufficient sureties, in the penal sum of • with con- 

dition for the faithful performance of all the duties of his 
office. 

3, The governor, &c. shall provide* a proper and con- 
venient house or building within or. neat to the chief town 
of the colony, for the sole purpose of the registry. 

4, The registrar shall provide two large blank paper 
books, or sets of books, for the purpose of the registry, one 
of which books shall be entitled Registry of. Plantation 
Slaves,*' and the other Registry of Personal Slaves/* 

5, As soon as conveniently may be, after the passing of 
this act, his Majesty's principal secretary of state for the 
colonial department shall cause, a sufficient number of copies 
of this act, printed by his Mi^'esty's printer, (and which arc 
hereby declared to be legal evidence thereof in all courts of 
justice,) to be officially dispatched and transmitted by differ- 
ent conveyances to the governor., lieutenant-governor, or 
civil commander iii chief of every colony under the dominion 
of his Majesty, in which slavjery is established, or permitted 
by law : and immediately after the receipt;ojf^y such official 
flispatch, with any such copy of this act, eve'!fyj|t|ejh' governor, 
lieutenant-governor, or civil commander in ^Wi aliall cause 
the same to be publicly notified in ^he most effectual manner 
in the colony under his govi^n nent, and shall ex^rsSs in 
such notification the particular day at, or before which, the 
owners or possessors of slaves within the colony are to re- 
turn lists or schedules of the slaves owned or possessed by 
thorn, pursuant to the directi ms hereinafter contained ) and 
shall, for the fuller and speedier information of all persons 
within the colony, cause this act to be reprinted and pub- 
lished there, unless a sufficient number of copies hereof, for 
the use of the colony, shall have been transmitted to, and 
received by him as aforesaid. 



AITGNDIX. 


a On or before the day to be appointed, every person 
vvJio diall then be resident in any colony, and who shall he 
in possession of any plantation slaves or slav within the 
fame, whatever his or her title, trust, or interest in any such 
jalaves or slave, plantation or personal, may be, shall resper 
tivc'ly make and deliver upon oath to the registrar, a schedule 
or list in writing for each plantation of which he or she shall 
then be in possession in any of the rights or characters atorc- 
‘^aid, therein specifying, in the first place, the name by which 
the plantation id u<?ually called or known; and, when two 
or more plantations are held and occupied together by the 
same person, and cultivated by the same body or gang of 
slaves, the names of each of the said plantations so jointly 
held and cultivated, and in what parish, quarter, or other 
division of the same island, every such plantation is situated, 
and whether the same is a sugar plantation, or coflTce, or 
cotton, or stock plantation, or of what other description the 
iame shall be ; and, in the next place, the name or named of 
tlie present owner or owners of such plantation or planta- 
tions, as well as of the person or persons th^n in possession 
of the same, and the right or character in which the party 
making such return holds such jiossessioii ; namely, whether 
as proprietor^ leasee, mortgagee, trustee, receiver, attorney, 
manager/ or otherwise] and wlien the property or posbcssioa 
of any sueh |)}ahtation lias been changed within seven years 
pnor to atrtfil return thereof, then the said schedule shall ali»o 
mention the name of the last owner or proprietor, and in 
whose tenure or occupation the same lately was , and every 
person making a return of any slave or slaves, not attached 
or belonging to any plantation in the said island, hereby 
called personal slaves,’* shall so return a list or schedule 
in writing, containing, in the first place, his or her own 
name and description, and the name and description of such 
other person or persons being the owner or owners of such 
slave or slaves, on whose behalf the return is made, and tht* 
right or character in which tic party making &urh return 
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holds possession of and claims title to such slave or slaves, 
njiniely* whether. as proprietor, lessee, mort^gee, seques- 
trator^ guardian, committee, trustee, receiver, executor, ad- 
ministrator, or otherwise; and if such personal slave or 
slaves shall have been purchased or acquired within 'seven 
years prior to such return, then the name or names of the 
seller or last former owner thereof; and after such descrip- 
tions ns aforesaid, of such plantation and its owner or 
owners, and of the owner or owners of sueH.|>e^onal shkves 
respectively, in the said schedule, the parties making the saitl 
returns shall proceed to name, describe, and enumerate dis- 
tinctly therein, the several negro, mulatto, and Other slaves, 
then attached or belonging to the same plantation, or to the 
same owner or owners, by distinct lists, in manner following; - 
(that is to say,) in the first place, auch schedule shall contain 
a list of all slaves who have husbands or wives, either by 
actual marriage, or known and constant cohabitation^ or who 
have parents or children, brothers, qr sisters, among the 
slaves of the said plantation, or of the iuLihe owner or owners ; 
which list shall be entitled, '' Thp List of Families of Slaves 
on the Plantation of A. B.” (inserting the proper name of the 
plantation) or of C.D. the owner of personal slaves, as the 
case may be ; and the said list shall be divided into as many 
sections as there a?e different families to bUhaerted therein, 
and each section shall be entitled, The PmhUy of A. B/* 
(inserting the name of the superior retatioit]F^(>jir where there 
are only brothers or other relations of the same degree^ the 
name of the elder individual ; :]a: d each of the said schedules 
shall also contain two other lists, in one of which shall be 
inserted the names of such male slaves, and in the other the 
names of such female slaves, as have no ^ives or husbands,' 
parents or children, brothers w sisters, among the slaves of 
the same plantation, or the Same owner or owners ; which 
lists shall be respectively ' entitled, General List of Male 
Slaves. ” and General List of Female Slaves;:’^ on the plan- 
tation A. B, (inserting the proper name of the plantation,) 
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or belonging to C. D/' as the cose may be ami all the 
slaves attached or belonging tq^ the same plantation^ or tiie 
same owner or owners^ shall be named and described in the 
said schedule respectively, and in the particular lists or sec- 
tions to which they respectively belongs in the manner anti 
form followings (that is to say,) the schedule or paper con- 
taining each of the said lists shall be divided into eight per- 
pendicular columns of convenient breadths, respectively 
entitled at the heads thereof, names, surnames, colours^ em- 
ployments, age, stature^ country,' and marks*; to which shall 
be added in thelists of families, a ninth column of convenient 
breadth, entitled, ** Relations 5” and, the more clearly to 
distinguish the description of each particular slave, as many 
horizontal Hneki With convenient spaces between them, shall 
be drawn across the said perpendicular lines or columns, as 
are equal in number to the number of slaves to be inserted 
in each list; and in the drat of the said columns shall be in- 
serted the name of baptism of each slave, if he or she shall 
have been baptised, and if not, the name by which he or she 
has been usually called and known ; in the second of the said 
columns shall be inserted the surname, or second name of the 
slave, if he or she has eVer been called or known by any 
surname ov'^econd name; and if not, then in cases of family 
slaves included }i)^the said lists of families, the name of the 
superior and in the cases of slaves who are included 

in the lists of males and females, such name as 

the owner or party making thejretufn, shall think fit to insert 
therein, as the surname by which the slave and his lawful 
issue, or her natural issue and their descendants respectively, 
shall thereafter always be called; provided nevertheless, that 
in;ca8e8 of/family slaves, the owner or ’party making the 
return may also , give, if fie thinks fit, some other family 
name, instead of that of the superior relation, so as no two 
families on the same plantation, or belonging to the same 
owner, shall have the same surname in the said schedule or 
return; but for all the purposes of this act, the snrnime by 
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which each slave shall first be returned or registered^ shait 
continue for ever after to b^the surname^f such slave, and 
of Ids lawfuUssue if a male, or her natural issue if a female, 
and of their respective descendants, and shall not afterwards 
be changed ^ in the third of the said columns shall be inserted 
negro, mulatto, or muatee, as the case may be, or such de- 
signation of intermediate shades of colour (if any) as are in 
use within the colony; in the fourth of the said columns 
shall be inserted, the particular trade, occupation, or ordinary 
employment of the slaT<e, specifying in the cases of mechanics, 
artisans, or handicraftsmen, the pariictdar art or business in 
which he or she is usually employed ; in the case of domestic 
slaves, the particular domestic service or department in which 
he or she is usually employed; and in cases of ordinary 
plantation slaves, describing them as labourers only; and 
in the fifth of the said columns shall be inserted the age of 
the slave, according to the best of the knowledge and belief 
vjf the owner or other paHy making the return ; in the sixth 
of the said columns shall be inserted the exact stature in feet 
and inches, by actual measurement of the slave, which mea- 
surement, in cases of infant slaves, or such as have not clearly 
attained their full growth, shall be repeated prior to every 
triennial . return hereinafter directed to be made; in the 
r^cventh of the said columns shall be inserted, not only 
whetlier the slave IS an African or Circle negro, but if an 
Africa^^ the name of the country or district;*^ from 
which he or she was brought/ uttcir if a Creole' slave, the 
island or colony in which surh *liaye was born, nr from 
which he or she wd& brouglit, al^cbrding to the best of the 
knowledge or information and belief of thejjivuer or other 
party making th^ feturn ; and in the eighth pf the said 
oolunins shall be inserted, whether the slave has any, and 
« what and marks on the face or other parts ^ >t' the body, 

$UcJ^|^African slaves coim^only have, and which uro usually 
country marks,; or any such brands or marks as are 
"^jjd in some colonies for distinguishing the owner's property, 
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sr has any apparent bodily singularity, defect, or deformity; 
all which shall bb specified with convenient certainty, so ns 
at least to mention the part of the face*or body wherein the 
marks, brands, defects, or other singularity appears j and 
lastly, in the further column, to be added as aforesaid in the 
lists of family slaves, shall be inserted the relation that the 
slave bears to the superior relative or slave by whose name 
the family section of the Ifet to which he belongs is entitled 
as d^iiresaid, with such further particulars of genealogy or 
family connexion as the owner or party making the return 
shall think fit to add j and at the end of the said returns re- 
‘■pectively, shall be summed up and set down in wordb ut 
h ngth, the whole number 6f slaves then belonging to the. 
j>L.ntation for which, or to thd owner or owners of persolial 
slaves on whose behalf, such returns are made. And for the 
better ascertaining of the proper form of such returns of 
‘'laves os are hereby required to be made, so that no person 
may pretend ignorance thereof, a form or example of such 
’-cturns is contained in a schedule to this act annexed, to 
which all persons are required, so far as shall be found prac- 
ticable, to conform ; and at the time of notifying and publibh*- 
ing this act m any colony as aforesaid, public notice shall be 
given by the said governor, lieutenant-governor, or civil 
ommander in chief, m such manner as to him shall feel most 
fit and efTectual, that a form or pattern of the returns hereby 
r^-quired to be made njay be seen/ and a printed copy thereof, 
ith blanks to be filled up according to the rules aforesaid, 
obtained at the registrar's office, to be appointed as aforesaid ; 
and printed blank copies of the said forms shall accordingly 
be provided by the registrar, and delivered to all persons ap- 
plying for the same, at a price not exceeding . for 

tach printed copy. 

7. Every person making and subscribing any schedule, 
-hall personally deliver the same, either to the said registrar^ 

to the person by him appointed to receive returns or 
schedules, in the proper district of the colony in Xvhic^i ihe 

IV. / 
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party making the same shall reside j and shall at the same 
time take the following hath, which the said registrar, and 
every person by him appointed, is hereby empowered and re- 
quired to administer 

J J B (name the deponent) do solemnly swear, that 
the schedule or return now by me delWered'to be registered, 
contains, as I verily believe, a just, true, and full return, ac- 
count, and description of all the slaves ndw attached or be- 
longing to the plantation therein named, [oi, belonging to 
(he owner or owners therein named,] and being tvithin this 
colony; and that the said return is made by me, according to 
the beat of my knowledge and belief, truly, and without 
fraud, deceit, or evasion — So help me God/* 

8. From and after the day s^iminted, no return shall be 
received , except iir such special cases as in this act are 
afterwurcls provided for. 

9. soon as atay schedules shall have been received by 
tl e registrar, he shall proceed to register the same with all 
convenient speed. Governors may enlarge the time for com- 
pleting the registration of returns. Proviso, that before any 
extension of time, the whole number of slaves returned to be 
ascertained on oath by the registrar, before the governor. 

10. Returns or schedules shall be entered in the books of 
registry, in a prescribed manner and form. ^ 

11. Maves within a certain number rfiall be registered i:. 
one bobfi:, when the number is greater, in a set of books. 

12. Wlien the books are filled, new* books shall be open- 
ed, and in what manner. '* ^ 

13. Indexes of plantations or owners' names shall 
prefixed to eacb book. 

14. No erasures shall be permitted in the register book 

15. Office copies of the registered lists or returns sliall 
delivered to the owners, 

% ^ 16 When all the returns are registered, notice thereof 

shall be given, and of the means of supplying omission^ 
within a limited time. 
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17 . Governors ahal} have power to direct returns to he 
received and registered after the limited tlme^ in certain 
cases. 

18. The end of the term of every registrar bhall 

proceed finally to close and authenticate the primary or 
original registration of all the slaves in the colony for which 
he acts, which shall thenceforth be called ** The Original 
Registry of the Slaves of sticli Colony,” in manner pre- 
scribed ; and shall subscribe his name^ and affix his seal of 
office ; and below thtisaid signature shall write the following 
affidavit ; setting forth that he has twice carefully examined 
and compared all the preceding entries, &e. &c.- and that 
he i& enabled thereby to depose, and does depose, tliat th<i 
preceding original registry of slaves is in all respects correctly 
and faithfully made. 

Alphabetical indexes of notes of registered slaves shall 
be made and entered in general index jbt^oks. 

C 20 . Duplicate books of the original registry shall be pre* 
pared and transmitted to Englatul. 

21 . rneniiial returns of slaves shall be hereafter made, 
and how. , 

22; Triennidl returns shall be dFeliVered on oath. 

23 The^jegistrar, on the receipt of triennial returns, shall 
forthwith prbceed to CiJ^rrect, enlarge, and continue pursuant 
thereto, funner registry of the plantation slaves and per- 
sonal slaven, to which such returns resjrectivdy shall relate, 
in manner following: (that is to say,) the said registrar 
shall, in the first place^ careMly compare such returns, and 
the names and descriptions of slaves therein contained^ with 
the original registry of the slaves of th« same plantation or 
piantations respectively, and of such other plantation within 
the (olony, from which any of the said slaves may be stated 
to have been newly purch<ii»e(l or transferrcid, or of the same 
owner or owners of personal slaves, and of any former owner 
"'or owners thereof, under whom the present owner or owners 
thereof ehall derive his or their title 5 and also, with all in- 
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tcriiiediate coritinuations ani] cofcciions of the said original 
legistry by former Cnennial returns^ so as to ascertain^ not 
only that the whole number of slaves mbntioned in the said 
returns corresponds with the original and former entries of 
slaves belonging to the same plantation or plant, tions^ owner 
or owners respectively, (having regard to all former continu- 
ations and corrections) but also that the descriptions Of all 
aldtes of such triennial returns named and described, corre- 
spond with such former descriptions thereof, (if any,) as are 
in the said books of registry contained, except so far as such 
descriptions are in any particular stated to have been altered 
in respect to stature or bodily marks, since the last registered 
returns 3 and, in case there Shall be found any apparent in- 
consistency between any such triennial returns and the said 
original or former triennial registries of slaves, belonging to 
the same plantation or plantations, owner or owners respec- 
tively; or if, in the case of any slave or slaves returned as 
newly acquired by purchase or transfer, succession or rever- 
sion, from any other plantation or pfantations, or forme/ 
owner or owners within the same colony, there shall not ap- 
pear in the return of the same period for such other planta- 
tion or former owner or owners, a corresponding entry of the 
same slaves, as dedudted by sale ot transfer, determination of 
estate, or otherwise, fijom the last registered stddk of such 
other plantation or plantations, or formdi*" owner ojp owners 
the registrar shall give notice thereof to the owner or owners^ 
qr other party or partie^s making any^such retm^n or returns 
and require him or them to attend before him the said regis 
trar, to explain or remove such apparent inconsistency 01 
defect 3 and un&l the same shall be accordingly done to the 
entire satisfaction of the said registrar, by an i^amination 
upon oath, if necessary, (which oath the said registrar is 
hereby empowered to administer} the said registrar shall not 
proceed to register any such triennial returns so apparently 
defective or erroneous: 3 but the peuty Or parties refusing or * 
omitting so to explain, and, if necessary, to correct tlie $anie. 
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^>]iall, for all the purposes bt this^^ act, be ,deemeo and taken 
to have omitted to make any return for the period to tvhicli 
such defective return relates j saving, nevertheless, to him or 
them, such remedy by appet'il^.as is hereinafter providetl, in 
case of any error or misconduct herein by the said registrar. 

24. Immediately from and after such comparison and 
examination, as aforesaid^ etfery return which sbal be found 
.0 be not inconsisteht^ &c. shall be registered in the said 
** books of registry, (that is to say) when any such returns 
shall state that there has been nd alt^tration in the number 
or descriptions of the slaves, since the last retuVns for the 
fame plantation, or the s^iid owner or owners of personal 
slaves, the said registrar shall carry forward the whole num- 
ber*so last returned to a new folio or double page in the sakt 
^ original book of registry, and shall enter and insert under 
the same ** no alteration by return of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and . • , as by return dated > 
and shall subscribe his name to such entry; but as to slaves 
stated in any such triennial returns to have died, or to ha\e 
been sold or otherwise transferred, or to have been manu- 
mitted, or to have permanently deserted, the said registrar 
shall write in the column of coi^pbctions of the said original 
registry ai|d c»f every intermediate triennial registry, wherein 
the name^Of any su^jh deceased, sold, transferred, or manu- 
mitted flave or dMa^i* shall have .been Inserted in the proper 
space of the said'column, opposite the name of such sla\ c, 
the word ^‘^.dead” of '^soid, transferred, manumitted," or 
deserted," as the case may be; and the said registrar shall 
Iheh proceed to sum up the number of all slaves, wliicb, by 
any of the means aforesaid, have been deducted from the 
former and laust registered at^ouni of the stock of slaves be- 
longing to the same plantation, or to the same owner or 
4 )wners of personal slaves, as the case may be, since the said 
last registered returns, and shall deduct the whole number 
thereof from the last* registered account of slavrs of such 
plantation, owner or owners, and shall carry fo-wa-d the 
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remaining number thereof to a new folio or double page of 
the proper book of registry, making a lyritten reference 
thereto at the foot of the folio from which the same is car- , 
Tied, and subscribing the same with his name; and in such 
new folio or double page, and in as many successive folios as 
may be necessary, ^hall be afterwards inserted the names and 
'description of all slaves mentioned in the same triennial 
returns to have been newly added to the former registered 
stock by any of the lawful means aforesaid ; diatinguishin^,^, 
not only the several families and all other particnlars, as id . 
the said original registry, but also the particular mode of 
acquisition of every sudh newly added slave, by the word 
** born, purchased, returned, imported,*' or.such other brief 
designation as may be applicable to each case, * • 

'^5. At the end of the registration of each triennial return, *. 
the whole number of slai^ea then belonging to dahh plantation 
or owner.shall be summed up and entered. * . " 

26, Omissions of returns from accidents, or Unavoidable 
impediments, or defaults of persons^ not th^ absolute owners, 
are to be supplied. - . ■ ; ' 

27.. General accounts or abstracts -of triennial returns 
shall be niade out by regi^|Ars, and authenticated on oath, 
and transmitted to England^ 

2S. If returns are unduly^ received, or refused for regis- \ 
t ration by the registrar, parties aggrieved tuay app^l to the 
governor, . and from him to the king in counbil,/^^ying|[ 
security, &c. . • ^ - 

29. Penalties shall be levied on thejrogistrafjlvbis deputies, 
and clerks, for making Of permitting any false or fraudulent 
entries in the books of registry, and for fraud ulent.cnis^^i 
and for such offences by otfa^r persons, 

SO. If any person, making an vol^iginal or'trietthial return 
of slaves, shall falsely and wilfully insert therein any name 
or descriptig|. of or pretended slave, belonging to 

any plants^^lff, or owner, Ac, ktmwinjg that such slave, Ac. 
as sluill^' So named, Ac. doth hot in fact belong, at the time 



APPENDIX, 

of making such rettirnj to such plantation/ &c. any person «o 
ofFending shall forfeit; for every slave, or pretended slave, so 
falsely returned, the suhi of ’ , ^ . Provided, that 

no person shall be liable to any such penalty, in ro^pect of 
any slave which he shall prove to have been, at the time of 
the return, actually employed^ upon the plantation, or in the 
servic^jof the asserted owiier, to whiclh the same w^e repre- 
sented by such return belong; «aUhoUgh he or she shall 
not be able to prove the property^in such slave or slaves 
was such as was stated in the returlb/ except when 'the pro- 
secutor shall '’give evidence, beyond the falsification of the 
return, in iJie point of property, to show tha( the same was 
fraudulent or wilfully false/" 

31. The certificates of registrars shall be evidence. 

32^. Registrar to he entitled Certain fees, to be reduced 
from sterling money ifito current money the respective 
colonies, ^ 

33. Registrars shall not own slaves and shall reside in 
the colony for which they are appointed* 

. 34, .And whereas jlhfa necessary or expedient, for effectu- 
ally preventing the fraudulent introduction and registration 
of slaves brought frpm Africa, tri||foreign colonies, under 
pretence of .their haying been brought "from a Britisii colony, 
to regulate t|^ mamnerdn which the eXj^rtotion and carriage, 
and importation bfril^es; sCnt from one British colony to 
anlther, and their registration under this act, shall hereafter 
be permitted. ;,W’henever any slave shall be sent from any 
colony, now oV hereafteir the dotninioh of hU Majesty, 
his heirs, or successors, in' which a registry' of slaves shall 
haveh^n^^tablished pursuant to this act, with intent that 
such slave, slmll be removed to, and remain in some other 
colony, under the dominion of his Mtyesty, his heirs, or sue- 
ceMprs^ the owner, or other person sent^l^T any such ^lave, 
shall first send to. and lodge In the of the colony, 

from which such slave shall be S)?nt, a declaration in writing, 
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signed by <hc owner ol^ sueb slave, or by some person by 
such owner empowered and authorized in that behalf, setting 
forth the ref'istered name and deilcHptipn of such slave, and 
declaiing that tlie saa>e is mehht to be exported from that 
colony, and to be sent to and remain in another British 
colon}, therein specified, and desiring a certificate thereof; 
and if it shall thereupon appear to the registrar, that the 
slave named and described in such declaration, duly re- 
gistered in his office as the property of the owner, by whom 
or on whose behalf such declaration is made, he snail forth- 
with register the exportation of such slave, ^ ip the proper 
book or books of registry in his office, by writing in the 
column of corrections of the said original registry, and of 
every triennial registry wherein the name of such slave shall 
be registered, the words ** Exported to (naming, 

the cQlony,) and shall deliver to the sahl owner, 6t such 
other person empowered and authorized by him, an extract 
certified by him, the said registrar, of the name, which 
certified extract shall be produced to the collector or other 
principal officer of his Majesty's customs, at the port at 
which any <^uch slave shall be shjpped ; apd shall be by such 
collector or other prtn^al officer, indorsed with bis own 
name and hand-writing, arid shall be annexed to the clear- 
ance or permit to be given for the shiprAent of such slave ; 
and shall, on the arrival at the port In rthy bther British 
colony, to which the same shall be destined, b^|)yodiiced 
also to the collector or principal officer of ^be customs^ at 
such last-mentioned port, who f examii&e the same, and 
also shall ascertain) by perdonal inspection^ whether the 
negro, mulatto, or other person, agfee in bodily desed^iou 
with the sla\e, inentioned ni such certificate aiTKl cle^^ncej 
and if shall refuse to admit the same to an entr^^ but in 
case of such agreement, ohall indorse such certificate with his 
name and band<«wHtiiig , and the said certificate^ so indorsed, 
shall be forthwith produced to, and left with the registrar 
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for slaves of duch last-mentiotted colony, and shall be by 
him filed in his office^ as fiiis necessary warrant fpr r.^jisteririi; 
such slave/ as newly iKhported, # 

S5. Penalties shall be lerieci^ for exporting or sending 
slaves from on^ British colony^ undel' an alleged or actual 
destination, to another, without certificates from tl>e regis- 
trar, Pi^V|so as*t<) ddniestie slav^ attendfng their musters, 
and as to mariners. , , 

36. After the clbse of the original registry, no estate or 
property in slaves to be Created or transferred, unless they 
shall have been 'cjuly registered. 

. After the said final closing of the original registry of 
slaves in any colon)', it shall not be lawful to hold in slavery, 
nor to use or treat as a slave> in such colony, any negro, or 
uiu]attp> or other; Pierson, who shall Opt have been first duly 
registered as d slave> but' that every ne^o> mulatto, or other 
person, within the said island, not so registered as a slave, 
shall be deemed and taken to be free^ except only fugitive 
, slaves, from any other colony dr place in. the West Indies^ 
apprehended within SUch colony, who shall be detained i^' 
custody by authority of any court or magistrate, for the pur- 
pose of being delivered up to their Owners: provided, that 
nothing herein contained sHall entitle any negro, mulatto, or 
qther person, ppt duly registered as a slavf upon ’the original, 
or any trji^pdial retufh Of slaves, to his or her freedom, for 
llmt bause']^<^ne, until it 'shall be seen whether, at the first or 
next triennial period for making such returns, or within such>. 
further periods as are herdnafter In certain cases allowet}, " 
^such defect or registration may not be proved, on the part of 
his b^.JSejp; owner, to have ari^n from accideA, or some un- ' 
avoidable or <^Xcusable cause,* such as is hereinbefore and 
hereinafter, in certain cases, allowed and provided for, and 
vhether such defect may not be , thereupon^. such first, or 
next triennial period of registration, olr wl||in ituck further ^ 
jK^riods as aforesaid, lawfully remedied and supplied in man- 
ner hereinbeif^ore and hereinafter authoristed and directed ; 
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but if 111 the mean time^ and prior to such first or ni^xt 
trienQjai period of registration, &c. any question shall ariar 
as toroe right of any such negro, qiulatto, or other person, 
to etyoy his or her freedom, by foi^ and \irtiie of this act, 
or the right of the alleged owner to treat him or her as a 
slave, the court, or magistrate, before whohi any such ques- 
tion shall be brought, shall forthwith give notice thereof to 
the governor, for the tin)® being. Who :s hereby empowered 
and directed to make all such orders for the employment, 
support, protection, government, and restraint of such negro, 
mulatto, or other person, as shall be necessary or proper for 
the prevention, on the one hand, of his or her being sent out 
of the jurisdiction of the courts of the colony, or otherwise 
ilUtreated or oppressed, by the authority of the asserted 
owner, and on the other hand, for the preventing such negro, 
mulatto, or other person, from withdraWiiig himself orjier- 
self from the said jurisdiction, until his or her lawful con- 
dition as a slave or free persQn> so far as the same iimy de- 
pend on this aet> shalb by thejegistration^ or non^registration 
-*tif him or her as a slave, pursuantjo tlie provisions herein- 
before contained, at the first or next triennfal period of 
registration, oi within sUch further period as is hereinafter, 
m certain cases, allowed for that purppse^ be ascertained and 
decided. 

38. When necessary, in any action or suit, to prove the ^ 
owners* property in slavey, they shall, in the first place, be 
shown to be duly registered. P^^yisi;^, that ho default of 
tenant for trfe, or years, iu n^t registering slaves, shall 
entitle them to freedom, to th^'^rejudfee of persons, j^ntitlerf^ 
in |^inaindor>^r reversior^ who afterwards sti&ll to 

act. Provisos that tiefault of mortgagees in possession 
stmll not prejudice mortgagor^, &c$ and mortgagors in pos- 
session shall not prejudice mortgagees, &c ^ and of trustees, 
guardians, &c. shall not prejudice the persons beneficially 
entitled, &c. Provided, and in order to entitle any re- 
mainder^inan, reversioner, mortgagor or mortgagee, or peri 
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«»in beneficially interested under tfny trust or otherwise, to 
Keep and hold in slavery any negro^ mulatto, flic, or other 
person, who by the default of the tenant for life or years, 
vhall not have ^ been 'duly registered as a slave, shall be 
necessary for such retnainder-man, &c. take possession of 
such unregistered slave, or to comnaence some action or suit 
for the recovery thereof, within the term of j or if 

such remaihef^-man, &c. shall not be resident in the colony 
withid the tertn of after he, she, or they shall have 

received any notice of such default of registration, and within 
two years, at the ndiost, from the time of such default, and 
duly to prosecute such action : and also to give notice in 
wriung to the registrar within after such possession 

taken, or action or suit eommenced> that such default of 
registration has been discovered^ and Will be thereafter sup* 
plied by such remainder^man, Btc, or ’jper^on beneficially 
entitled, pursuant to the provisions of this act : and it shall 
be further necessary for such remainder- man, &c. or person 
beneficially entitled, at the next annual period appointed for 
the registration of slaves in euch colony, and within 
at the most froni^ the time 6f such default, to make such full 
and particular return, 9tc. as is hereinbefore directed to be 
made for the purpose of the original registration of the slaves 
in the said colonies, toge^r with an afiidavijk in Writing, to 
be sworn before the said registrar, stating the time, and the 
particular natitm pf the former default of registration, and 
the time and mdnner of his or her discovery thereof, and by 
whom the saine was committed or incurred, and by what 
estdi.e and interest such defaulter was in possession of such 
ive, at time of such default of registration and shew*^ 
mg under" what settlement or conveyance, or by what other 
iieaus he or ShOi the said reversioner, remainder* man, flic, 
making such return, was entitled ta some, and what specified 
estate, in, to, or upon, such slave, at the time of such 
default of registration ) and averring positively that such 
negro or mulatto, or other person so returned as a slave, w 
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really and ric^htfully the former default of registration 
only pxrepted, and «?pec»fyi/ig how such servile condition 
lawfully arose, namely^ whether by the alleged slav^ having 
been Jav\ fully held in slavery in the same colony, p^ior to the 
origin il n j-istration of slaves hereby dire( ted, or having been 
since * rn of some, and wtmt female slaie, duly registered 
ab such within the banie <iolony, or having been Ij^wfally im- 
porlfd into the ss ne* trom some, and what Other ^J(^ritish 
colon- it some time, and when, subsequent to th^ said 
original registration of slaves : and it is hereby provided and 
enacted tbnt such affidavit^ beiqg duly hied in the said re- 
gistry, the registrar shall e^amipe the return to which the 
same relates ; and if it appears on the face thereof to be such 
a return as ought, if true, to be received and registered ac- 
cording to the int^t nnd meaning of this act, he,$haj[l pro- r 
ceed to require subh further proof thereof, as the nature of 
tl e case may afford, and es^eciafly by the production of any 
negro or mulatto, or other |ierson described jn the said return 
' as a vlav'e, to be by him, the ^d t<:gi^trar, personally in- 
spected, and privately examined also, by production 
of any deeds or other ^n^trumentft mentionc^^jto* the said 
affidav't, or duly 'authenticated thereof, liqd by refe- 

rence to entries irf the said reglstrj^ps to the alleged mother 
or ftTT!,de ancestors of such assert^^'sl^ave, and by reference 
in respect of any slave, asserted to have been imported from 
other British colonies, to the ceftiircateit of hfe or her lawful 
imjKirtatbrn, hereinbefore dOireoteC^^ JjP brought into and 
filed in the said office : hiu}^ for the better investigation of 
any facts stated in anjr soefr return, the sgid shall 

have power to exami{ie the party or parties ^thakitii^^the same 
upon oath, if he shall' thhik fit and jif after suc^ examina- 
tion and proof, the said registrar aball think the said return 
to he sufficiently Verified (and not otherwise) he ahull submit 
the same, and the evidence in support thereof to the gover- 
nor, &c. for the time being, who, if the same shall be satis- 
factory, shftU order the same to be registered > and the said 
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registrar shall accordingly proceed duly to register the same ; 
but any party or parties aggrieved by an erroneous decision 
of the said registrar herein^ shall and may have such remediy 
by appeal. • 

39. And for the better enabling all remainder-men^ &c. 
and all persons beneficially entitled to or interested in any 
slaves in any of the said colonies^ in possession of any te* 
Hants for life or years^ or other particular tenants^ or of any 
mortgagees^ &c, to discover any default of the party or 
parties in possession of such slaves^ in not duly returning 
the same to be registe^'ed in the said original registration of 
slaves^ and thereupon to have and use the remedies hereby 
provided; it is hereby further ordered^ that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for every person^ that is or may be 
legally or beneficially entitled to or interested in any slave in 
any of the said colonies* in remainder* which slave is in 
the immediate possession of any tenant for life or years* or 
other particular estate* or of any mortgagor* dtc. thereof, 
once within the "term of from the time of the said 

originar registration of slaves^ and at any part of that term, 
by himself or lieraelf, or his or her attorney or agent, to give 
notice ui Waiting to the party or parties in possession of any 
such slave* that tie or she, the said person legally or bene- 
ficially entitled or inter^ted, or his or her attorney therein 
named and described* will attend at the house, plantation* oi 
place, where $trch slave or slaves Is or are usually kept and 
employed* at some day*^^nd some convenient hour in the day- 
time* specified in such notice* and not less than 
after tbc^^rvice thereof, .then^nd there to inspect the said 
slave orgies* and compare hita» hco or them* in point of 
numbers dad descriptions* with any office copy of the regis- 
tered returns ; at which .time and place the party in posses- 
sion of such slave or slaves shall* by himself or herself* or 
his or her attorney* manager* or agent* produce the same ac- 
cordingly* and submit such slave or slaves to the inspection 
and exaiuination^of )he said parly so entitled or interested* or 



04 


APPbNDlX. 


Ill or her ‘^aul attorney, or in default thereof, without s^ome 
necessary and unavoidable impedimeii^t (the proof whereof 
shall Le upon such defaulter,) shall forfeit and pay for every 
slave onaitted to be so produced, the sum 0/ 

40 For the better protection of the rights of infants, &c. 
a comniiHsion shall be issued by the governor. 

41. Penalty shall be levied on trustees, guardians, &c. 
not producing slaves for the inspection the comfnissioners, 
or who shall wilfully have omitted to return slavey for regts- 
tratlun, &o. 

42. Compensations shall be allowed to the commis- 
sioners. 

43. Slaves after being duly registered in the colony as 
such, shall not be entitled to freedom for default of triennial 
returns, except as ap^ainst the defaulters^ &c. 

44. When slaves become entitled to freedom by tifWful 
default of tenant for life, trustee, &e* the defaulter shall be 

, liable in damaged, to the party prejudiced. 

45. If any person or persons shall, by means of any false 
or fraudulent return or entry, t)y him, her, or them, or by or 
with his, her, or their procurement^ consent, privity, or know- 
ledge, made in the registry of any of the said colonic^ keep 
or hold, or attempt to keep or hold in slavery, any African 
or other negro, or mulatto, dr oth^^'^coloured person, law- 
lully entitled to freetlom, and shall be thereof lawfully con- 
victed, he, she, or they, shall forfeit and pay, for every 
African oi negro, mulatto, or other cj ^ iared person, the sub- 
ject of any such offence, the sum cS ^ ^ the one moiety 
to the governor, &c. and other moiety thereof |b such 
person as shall s^ue, inform, and prosecute for the witn 
full costs of suit, tb be recovered m hereinafter-mentioned , 
and shall, moreover, after any luch conviction, be for ever 
»fter incapable of owning, holding/ or possessing sla\e 
or sla\ ts. Within any of the British cojionies. 

46. Orders in Council lor registering the slavea of Tmi- 
fUd, St. Lucia, and the Isle of France, ajiall cease to have 
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any force or effect^ except as to acts done prior to a limited 
period 

47 Returns and registrations under those orders, prior to 
a time to be limited^ shall be effectual, as if made in pur- 
suance of this act. 

48, A public office to be called The General Registry 
of Colonial blades/* ahallhe established in the city of Lon- 
don, and a general registrar to be appointed to manage and 
*<^nduct such office. 

40. Eveiy such general registrar, before he enters on the 
execution of his said ofljee, shall be ‘'Worn faithfully and 
uprightly to perform the duties of the office, to the best of 
hie judgment and ability,” before the chief justice, or one of 
the justices of his Majesty^s courts of King’s Bench, or 
Common Pleas, of the chief baron, or one of the barons of 
bis Maiesty’s Court of Exchequer, or befpre one of the mas- 
ters of the High Court of Chancery, who are hereby re- 
spectiielv empowered to administer such oath. 

50 The genera) registrar to give security by recogni- 
zance 

51. AU duplicate books of registry, aibd all abstracts of 
returns received under the orders in council, or to be received 
unde r this act in England, shall \}e deposited and kept in the 
general registrv of c(4^ial slaves in London 

52 The general registrar shall carry on, continue, cor- 
rect, .iiid enlarge duplicate books, according to the triennial 
returnti leceived by l4n|l.r 

53 General rcgistfriir, or his deputy, shall give attend- 
ance at bis office, make searches, give certificates, &c. 

54^^ )bVom and after a time to be limited, iMhall not be 
lawful his Majesty's subjects within the united kingdom 
to purchase* or contract for, or to lend money on the security 
of slaves in the colonies, unless duly registered in the general 
rcgibtr\ coJohi i’ slaves. 

55 From and after a time to be limitedi, no deed or in* 
strument, whereby any slave in the colonies are mortgaged. 
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sold^ or conveyed, shall be valid in law, unless the regi-itered 
names and descriptions of the slaves shall be set forth therein, 
or in some schedule annexed or indorsed, 

66. Provided always, that no deed, or instrument shall be 
avoided by leason of a clerical error in the names and de- 
scriptions of slaves therein, or in any schetlule, or in the 
books of registry, from any error, without the fraudulent 
contrivance, or wilful default of the parties to such, deed or 
instrument. * \ 

57. Provided also,«that nothing herein shall nvoid dr im- 
peach any will, &c. under the authority of any commissioners 
of bankrupt, or any public officer appointed to assign or con- 
vey any insolvent's estate and effects, or in the execution of 
any legal process, by reasdn that the registered names and 
descriptions of any slaves are not set forth* 

58. That this act shall be deemed a public act. 


ABRJRACT Ot colonial LAWS, RESPECTING SLAVES, 
ENACTED SINCE THE YEAR 17B8. 

ANTIGUA. 

An Act to repeal the fortieth and forty-Jirst clauses of an Act 
of this island, entitled * An Act for od^kmting sesferal slaves 
now run away from iheir mast&^s and for the better 

government of slaves, dated ihe ninih day of December, in 
the year of our Lord 3723/ and to make persmet^^fTged 
with and found gutUy of the murder of dnd 

subject to the same pains and neAdlties as are irftitiei for 

the murder of free persons *'-r^\^SthX^ecemher, 1797.] 

1 ‘ 

The fortieth and forty-first clauses of the act of 172^5, 
only imposed a fine, of from twenty to one hundred poundb 
currency, for the offence of gelding or dismemberin*: a sUv c ^ 
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and of three hundred pounds for the murder of a 
Those clauses are repealed by this act* ’ 

White or free person charp^ed with murdclng or m.tloi- 
irig a slave, to be proceeded against as he va)uld be* 
murdering or maiming free person 5 ,on Convution to •-ntier 
death or such pupishnnent as the law of Enghiiid indicts for 
murdering or maiming a free person. 

^ jin Act for beithng and reguTetting tite Trial of criminal Slaves 
by iJfury February, 1798 ] 

On complaint charging a sla\e with crime pr felon v, 
justice to issue warrant for apprehending the sla\e, and 
summon evidence > examination | hnd commit the slave 
if apparently guilty. »» > 

Magistrate first applied to, when a clergyman, to give 
notice in twenty-four hoars from Oommjtment, of result of 
exainiifntion to next justice. 

"matter to certify, in ten day$, ‘ciduse of commitment to 
another justice; these two (one must be of the quorunO 
ten days after, *to try the offender. 

Said two associated justices to iss^ie Warrant to marshal 
for summons of twelve white iuhabitsOit^, who are to receive 

Said two hssoeiki^^ justices, and six of inhabitants sum- 
moned, to be court and juty for Uying the slave. 

Jury to^ be ballofited for as juries under No. 485, ^ Pi, 
and to take au oat^i^lfifi/glvd u true verdict. 

White or free to take the oath to speak tin- 

truth. " . 

. ^ . ■» • 

• ifm, from positive or strong presumptive proof, find 

sli^re ^liiiiy, justices on trfal, or in five days after to pass, 
sentence. 

If sentence of death, justices to issue, in twenty- four 
hours, warrant to marshal to cause execution as appointed, 
not soonei tliati four days. 

If sentence on slave found guilty cannot by law be deal \ 

/r 
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to inflict corporeal punishment of their own au- 
tlionty. "-rf. 

Justices passing sentence o£ to apprize resident 

chief comman((er of such proceedings in thirty-six hour^- 
iiFtPr, under penalty of QOL 

Jury to assess damages sustained from offence of slaves; 
if owner refuse slave to be adjudged to party injured . 

<»nd such recompense to be a bar to actf^. 

Magistrate refusing to sit juror, to attend to hear and de- 
tcimuic cases of slaves according to act, ip forfeit each WL 
recoverable by action , half to informer, half tq public use 

Marshal to attend trial under penalty of to be al 
lowed 3s. each^ for summoning jurors, and 33s. fpr his at* 
iond|ince. ' 

Secretary, on notice from either justice, to attend, ad* 
minister oaths, and minute proceedings in book, under 
penalty of 20/ ^ and to be allowed 33«. for ijitfendance. 

Slaves in custody to be tried under this act. 

Jn Jet for establuhmg a Registry of Slaves m the Island cj 
Antigua^-^lMarch 18, ISl^.] 

An office of public registry to be established and kept in 
the town of St. jTohn, for the regist|^k>n of all descriptions 
of slaves, and a registrar to be appoiijil^ who shall reside in 
tiie island. 

Every proprietor, or his representative, to give in a list, 
in ii VC columns, entitled An Return of Slaves,'* 
containing the naibe of the p<$r«'4!^^nieikifig the return, the 
right by which the «ldve is held, the" name by wh{ch|hi^, slave 
IS usually known, the sex, the colour, and the repO^f^l.^gp 
each slave The whole according to an annexed fdrnSi 

Such original return to be verified by afi^davit, or by af- 
firmation, if the person be a quaker. 

The returns to be transcribed into a book, and carefully 
kept, by the registrar. 

No erasure to be made in the book, of registry ; but if any 
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clericAl error should be cpininitted^ the erroneous line lo be 
struck through Avith red ink, the correction to be interlined 
and noted in the margin, (in the same hand as the enor if 
possible) and the correction to be signed Avith the nanie ul 
the registrar at length. But no » orrection, alteration, or in- 
terlineation, to be permitted after the original return 
have been completed and certIHed upon 6ath. 

All persons to have, on paying fees access to the regisfors' 
between the hours of nine and three, and to receive 
copies of each return. 

When all the return^ delivered to the registrar shall -h ivt 
been enrolled, the registrar shall give notice to the governor 
or commander-in-chief, Avho shall publicly notify to the in- 
habitants that the registry of s]aA'es is ready to be verified, 
and that it will continue open, at tjie proper office, for thirty 
days, for the inspection of all persons who may be intereste*) 
therein. ^ 

Peisons, within the time prescribed in the said noiifu i 
tioij, on proving that the non-delivery of, or error or omis- 
sion in their rejlurn, has arisen from accident or any other 
sufficient cause, are,aUo^i^^d to send in their return, and tlx* 
registrar must enrol it, as if It bad been delivered Avithin the 
proper time, -.A 

At the expiratfi^of the last term of thirty days, the 
registrar shall finally proceed to cldse and authenticate the 
registry, which shalt^thcpccforth be entitled " The original 
Registry of SlayclU^ihe fsland of Antigua ** This is to be 
donet^y subscribing liis hame and seal of office under the last 
entry^^hNtte book or set of books, Avith.a subjoined affidavit 
of tkl^bSatrectness of the registry, sworn before the governor, 
who shall subjoin to it his certificate that it was duly 
s\vorn. 

At the end of three years, and of every succeeding thiec 
years, fresh returns, entitled A triennial Return of Slaves/' 
shall be made by proprietors o: their agents, which shall be 
divided into eight columns, containing the name of the pM- 
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the icturii, lor whom niatle^ the nj;ht of 
se<'<'ion, the iiarm^ bcx, colour, and age of each sbve, the 
number of sl.ives in the preceding return, a detail of ad- 
ditions, and in what manner made, and the names of the 
o.ives acqmied since the preceding return 5 d also a par- 
ti( ular detail of the deductions, if any, from the number of 
na\es and how occasioned. ^ 

'I he triennial return to be verified by uTidavit, or by af- 
i ^ination, in the ease of a quaker 

11 e triennial returns to be registered and verified in the 
me manner as. enacted for the original return. 

At the final close of each regi^stry, copies to be transmit- 
ted to the secretary of strvte for the colonial department. 

Nc2,lect*or omission of delivering the schedule or return 
( f daveb shall incur a penalty of two hundred pounds cur- 
rency for each slave, so omitted to be returned 3 one half of 
the penalty to the king, and the otbter half tp the person 
suing for it , and the offender Shall likewise be liable to civil 
suits of all persons sustaining injury by the neglects which 
persons shall recover, full damages and treble costs ; provided 
that no one shall be liable to penalty for any slave who may 
have absconded, or been out of their controul^ if the name 
of such slave have been duly certifi^in the alfidavit to be 
delivered with the return. 

Tiie governor or commander-in-chtef shall be authorized 
to remit the penalty, when it shall that au omission 

ha^ been made merely from negligeuc<^> or when the omis- 
sion has occurred tliropgh the mistake of the registrar or his 
assi''tants, " 

Every slave not duly registered shall be forfeited ttfhis 
Majesty, unless the person claiming title to'him, shall prove 
that such slave has not been Imported into the island, coh- 
tr »ry to the laws in force foV the abolition of the slave-trade 5 
a ml ttic Utorney or solicitor-general shall at the instance of 
an) pro'^cfutor, file m infoimntion against any jitq^jon who 
'.Ttiits regi«(tti I shive, and the prosecutoi shall be culilled 
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In full costs, even though the slave may not he couhs 
cated, ^ 

Any registrar refusing to receiver retuiu shall be liable 
to the civil suit of the person injured, and for making t»i 
f^uffering fraudulent entries, erasures, or alteration**, shall 
be liable to such penalties as the British law indicts upon 
.persons con\icted of forging or fraudul^fejtly altering public 
records, and shall ittoreover be liable to Action from an> per- 
son injured, and dhall make full reparation, with treble costs 
The same of hU oSsistant.or clerks. 

The period for making the triennial return shall be duly 
notified thirty days beforehand. 

All penalties of which the inode of recovery is not speci- 
tied, may be recovered, by actip^n of debt, bill, plaint *or in- 
formation in the common pleas of the island : halt the 
penalties to the king towai^a supporting the government of 
the island j half to the informer. 

Certificates of registry to be received as evidence in all 
court'* , reserving to the person against whopri it is produt erl 
the right of impeaching or correcting it, by reference to the 
original books. 

The registrar to receive a salary^ of 4001. currency , and 
a fee of threepence for every slave named in any certified 
copy of returns, of and threepence for every search, and 
nine shillings for every ordinary certificate. 

The penalty attached to wilful perjury, or subornation of 
perjury, to attach "^pon any person taking a fal-^c tr 

procuring others to takeOuc, undei this act 
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BAHAMAS. 

An Att to prnfnhii the selling, purchasing, hiring or employing 
of rntatn Foreign Slaves, except as is theiein excepted f 
for nuthojizing the provo<*t marshal to sell, confine, and 
han^port the same, and for other purposes therein men* 
honed — December, J795.] 

< 

French negroes not to be sold or employed^ except such 
n may haye already been brought into the Island of New 
rnnidence. Harbour Island, and Eleuthera, their depen* 
(itneies and Walling’s Island. 

French negroes not to be employed in droging or coast- 
nig vessels. 

French negroes found at large, to be apprehended^ sent 
to gaol, and sold for trojispoHation. 

The prize-ma&ter qf any vessel having French slaves, to 
report the same to tha receivef-general j which slaves shall 
be sent to gaol, until sold for transportation. 

Penalty of 1002. for neglecting or refusing to report 
French slaves. 

Foreign slaves, condemned as lawful prize, to be sold for 
transportation, and may be secured by^ provost marshal^ 
lor that purpose. 

Jn case of non-condemnation, the cloii^ants of the slaves 
to transport them, in one month, an4,ii^ Vfiey neglect it for 
three months, it shall be^dpne by iiie^iiovosi marshal, and 
they shall be fined one hundred and fif^y pounds for aVery 
slave. ‘ ’ ^ * 

Persons possessed of French 0l|ves since 179S to report 
the same to the receiver-general. ^ 

Frei^cli persona of colour brought .into the islands since 
179^» and found at large, to be arrested and committed 
to^gaol, until they transport themSelves, 

Fine^ to be sued for in the namO of the king. 
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Persons sued to plead the general issue, and if jiidgment 
given against plaintiff, the defendant to recover treble costs, 
Tl)is.act, originally passed for three years, was continued 
by subsequent acts, of Slst December, 1803, and 31;^! De- 
cember, 1808« 

i *• » 

An Act to consolidate and bring into One the several la a t 
relating to slaves, and for giving them furthei protection 
and security i for altering the mode of trial of slaves chaiged 
with capitfil offences; for suspending the several acts and 
clauses of acts therein mentioned, and for other pur-- 
[1796.] ^ ^ 

Each slave above the age bf ten years, to be allowed at 
r,he rate of one peck of unground Indian or Guinea corn, or 
twenty«one pints of wheat floui^^ or seven quarts of rice, fifty- 
six pounds of potatoes^ cocoas or, yams, per week, over and 
above a sufficient quantity of land) and half of this allowance 
10 every child below the of t^n yea,-s. 

Owners not allowed to diseas'd any slave rendered in- 
capable by labour, sickness, age, or infirmity, but to make 
due provision for them on their estatfs^ under penalty of ten 
pounds. Slaves so^ discarded to be ibdged in the nearest 
Vorl^ouse, and c|^^d and fed of the expense of the nmi' 
ter. On refusal t8*j^ay the penalty and the workhouse fees,* 
the master may be jeommitted tq the common gaol by the 
justices ’tiUjthey ap^aid/ ^ 

Vestries authorized to levy a yearly rate, for the support, 
clothlog, &c, &c. of such negroes as by manumission, death 
of ppprietors, and otherwise, may have become burthensomt^ 
to the inhabitants, 'fwo justices may remove such objects 
of relief to the workfiouse. ^ * 

Two suits of proper and sufficient clothing to be given to 
each slave, in the course of a year, under thc penalty 6f fifty 
pounds. * ’ 

Slaves to be instructed in the principles of the ChriHtf,m 
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relit ion, and baptized as soon ad they are made sensible of a 
Deny, apd of the Christian faith. 

No master, or other person, to mutilate a slave, under 
the pen<dfy of a hrie not exceedmg a hundred pounds, and 
imprisonment not exceeding twelves months, </ vner allowed 
Ills action also If committed by tfie o^yner, the court may 
on]anri|?ate the slave, and* order the hundred poiinds to be 
priid to tl e \ estry of the parish, which vestry shall allow the 
slave ten pounds per annum, during life. On hearing of a 
case of inutiiiition, justices are requited to send the slftve to 
the workhouse, there to be kept at the expense of the parish 
till the facts art inquir^into b} 4,he justices and vestry, who 
arc constituted a cou^c^ of protection for such slave. . They 
are .luthonzed to indict theowner,^ 

Not thencefoith lawful for any court to pass sentence 
whereby a slave shall be mutilated^ for any offence what- 

CVCl V 

Persons killing a slave to be adjudged guilty of felony 
and murder, and to suffer death, without benebt of clergy 
Persons guilty of cruelty to slaves to be indicted in the 
general court, and to suffer imnishrttent by fine oi imprison- 
ment, or both 

No slave to receive more than twenty lashes at any one 
time, for any one offence, unless the owner, supervisor of 
the workhouse, or keeper of the gaol, ^hall l>e present} 
not more th in thirly-nine lashes at one time, for one of- 
feiK’P , noi any second punishme^it on tHe i»amrf^day, or till 
ihe delinquent be recovered from t^j^e effect of any former 
punishment, under penalty often pounds for each offei^ee* 
Provost marshal, or his deputy, or gaokr, mayt&ieive 
slaves into custody, and keep thenijblll released by the Owner, 
taking three shillings far his trouble, dUd a shiliinc' a day for 
.he iiia^intenance of the slave, piovided the provo:>t marshal 
ohal||pve maintained the slave. 

. fixing iron qpllars on slaves, oY loading them with more 
chains, when in confinement, thgii absolutely necessary, to 
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iiicui a penalty 6f fifty pounds 5 and of the peace, on 

information given to t}iem> must order such collais or chaois 
to be taken oiF, under penalt}* of one bundle 1 pounds 
every neglect or refusal. 

Christmas day, and the two following working da^s, to 
be allowed as holidays. 

• No overseer to absent hliAself on'thbse holidays witboid 
leave of his employer, under jienalty of five |W)unds for each 
day. 

Dist of birtli^ and deatl^s of slates to be given in, every 
first of January, to the* eh iircb wardens* of the parish, by the 
owner, manager or overseer, under ypejgalty of fifty pound^-, 
to be recovered from the owner; and the netrieet in giving 
such list be with the overseer or manager, the ouner in ly 
stop the jienalty and costs out of the wages of the uscui igoi 
or overseer. 

Excepting when going to rfnarl* ct, no slave to go from 
the phintation they are employed oh, Wichoni a tv ket or 
expre’-?bing the time of his or her setting nut, vthe»e loing, 
and when to return, under a penalty not exceeding forty 
shillings on the ownei. 

under penalty of being whipped, are not to carry 
arms, unless in company with some white person, or by per- 
ihission in writing.," 

Free people of colour, iSifWhite Jjersons giving fraudulent 
passes to ruhaAvays, to be deemed guijty of forgery. 

Tickets tO slaveVnot tfi extend beyonti one month. 

Runaway slaves to be advertised within fouiterm da3'«i of 
the iin>e of their absconding ; or the owner to be entitled io 
• no sa^|Jsfaction from the treasury, for any such slave executed 
or transported, * 

Unlawful to sell or buy a runaway slave. Penalty thirty 
pounds. 

, Slaves who after a residence of two years run away, to 
be punished, short of life or limb, at the discretion r f uix 
two justices. 
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Runaways for six months liable to be transposed. Slaves 
concealing theAi shall suffer a discretionary punishment, 
short of life and limb, and whites doing so, shall be fined 
and imprisoned, and be subject to an action for damages. 

Any slave apprehending a runaway shall rert* ve a reward, 
not exceeding three pounds. 

Every slave absent from his employer, without leave, for 
ten dayb together, and found, without a permit or pass, (ex- 
cept going to or returning from market) at the distance of 
eight miles from the plantation to which be belongs, shall be 
deemed a runaway 

Free persons apprelilhding runaways, to receive a reward 
not exceeding twent/ shillings, and mile-money at the rate 
of two shillings per mile for the first five miles, and one 
shilling per mile afterwards, even when the runaway shall 
not have been eight miles, and ten days^ from home. 

A slave killing another who is in actual rebellion shall 
receive five jiounds, or ten pounds for taking tlie rebel 
alive, and a blue cloth coat with a red cross on the right 
shoulder. 

Persons killing slaves in the execution Of this act to give 
immediate information thereof under [>enalty of one hundred 
pounds. 

Runaways apprehended, to be delivered to their owners 
and employers, who shall pay tlte reward, but if they are not 
resident, or refuse to pay the reward, then the runaway to be 
delivered to the nearest gaoler or viNirkhoUse-keeper, who 
shall pay tiie reward. , ' a 

Runaways taken up are to be advertised once a mo|tt]i in « 
the Bahama Ga^tte. ^ 

Slaves confined to be furnishied with victuals by the 
keeper of the workhouse. 

Sl-^Ses who shall have been in custody twelve months, 
without having been claimed, to be sold by public auction, 
^^laves committed to gaol, or any Workhouse, not to be 
« hired out or otherwise employed. 
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Slavefl escaping from confinement, on hping apprehended 
are to receive not exceeding fifty lashes. 

Twenty pounds to be forfeited by gaolers qi other persons 
willingly or negligently ssuffeiing a Slave to escape fiom 
confinement 3 and be subject also to the owner's action af 
Jaw. 

, Slaves killed in the public service to be paid for. 

Fifty pounds penalty upon any owner, overseer, &c 
suffering any strange slaves, niore than twelve in number, 
to assemble togeth^ir on his plantation, or any place under 
his management. 

^411 officers authorized to dispersj^ tM[ilawfLil assemblies of • 
slaves. - . 

Slaves to be punished by whipping for having fire-arms 
or ammunition in their possession. » 

Slaves offering violence, by striking or otherwise, to any 
white person, to suffer death, transpOrtofion, or such punish- 
ment as the ^ourt may inflict, provided the offence was not 
committed by order of the owners or of perbons having au- 
thority over them, or in lawful defence of the owner or his 
goods. 

Slaveb giving poison, or preparing with intent to give, 
with all their accessaries before and aft6r the fact, to suffer 
''death, transportation, or such other punishment as the court 
may order. 

Slaves f^nd bpihg fraudulently in their possession from 
five to twenty-eiglit pounds of fresh beef, mutton, or veal, or 
of the flesh of any horse, mare^ mule, or ass, to be whipped, 
not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and having more than 
ivtrentyi-eight pounds, to suffer such punishment, short of life 
or limb, as the justices shall direct. 

Death, or punishment at the discretion of the court, for 
stealing or killing cattle, sheep, goats, horses. See, &c. 

Slaves conspiring to run away from the islands, or aiding 
in such conspiracy, to suffer transportation, or a discretionary 
punishrps^t, short of life and limb. 
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Free people of colour aiding slaves to quit the i^laiid^, to 
be transported, and suffer death if they return. 

White })erboriN guilty of the ijame offence shall forfeit a 
hundred pounth, and be imprisoned not exceeding iwehc 
months, f-ubjcrt also to the suit of the person I'^ured. 

Lawfu^ to proceed against those who 'may have aided 
slaves in getting off, whether the principal be convicted or 
not under this act. » 

Slaves not to carry about dry' goods for sale. Such gbods 
may be seized by any white persoiji^ delivered to the provost, 
and sold for the benefit of the public treasures. 

No slave to v». ud s^Htuous liquors. If done without the 
knowledge of bis own^r^ the slave to be publicly whipped , 
if done with the knowledge, the owner to forfeit fifty 
|>OlUlds. j, 

Slaves guilty of any kind of gaming to be publicly whip- 
ped; and tavern-keepers suffering slaves to game, to get 
drunk, or to tipple in their houses, or to stay therein after 
eight at night, or selling spirituous liquors to slaves when 
foriiiddcn by the owners, to forfeit fifty pounds. 

On any capital offence being committed, justice to Issue 
his warrant for apprehending the offender, and order evidence 
to come betore him, and on commitment of the offender, 
the vvitnesbcb to be bound over to attend the trial, in not lew 
than ten nor more than thirty days. vThe justice then to 
certify the committal to another justice, and the two justices 
then to summon seven jurors, five^of Whom shall try the 
prisoner, on wliom, if found guilty,v8ent^iice to be passed by 
the justices. Justices also empowered to hold .slave-^urts, 
upon the first Tuesday in January, April, July, and O^ober," 
to be holden for five days successivdy, for the trial of all 
causei^t 

* Jiistices may respite execution for any term not excecd- 
Mjg Jhirty days. 

Not less than two justices and five jurors shall form a 
cotirt, and upon such trial no peremptory challenge of any 
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juror, or any exception to the form of the indictment shall 
be allowed. 

Execution to be performed by hanging, ami with due 
solemnity, and whe^’e several slaveal are capitally convicted 
for the same offence, only one, except In ca«e of murder or 
rebellion, shall suffer death. 

• Slaves wilfully giving false evidence tire to *suffer the 
same punishment as the person accused w^uld^ if guilty, be 
liable to suffer. 

Gaol fees for slaves who die in custody to be, paid by the 
public. 

* Records of proceedings to be feepfc by the clerk of the 
(>ea<*f*, who is to receive three pounds for attending the trial, 
and entering up the record : twenty pounds penalty for non- 
attendance. 

Constables to attend slave-courts, under a penalty of 
twenty pounds for neglect, and to receive lorty shillings for 
attendance. 

Jurors who neglect to attend, or depart without leave, 
to forfeit six pounds. 

Not more than sixty pounds to be allowed by the public' 
for any slave executed or transported. 

f . Money arising from the sale of slaves sold. for transpor- 
tation, to be paid into the public treasury. 

Slaved returning from transportation shall suffer death. 

Persons concealing slaves agains| wliom y/arrants shall 
be granted to forfeit lOQi. 

Manumitted negroes, mulattos, &c. to be tried in the 
j,, samO manner as slaves for all inisdeineanors under felony, 
' and thfe evidence of slaves shall be admitted. 

Critnes under felony committed by slaves, may be tried 
in a summary manner by any two justices of the peace, who 
may inflict any punishment not exceeding^ fifty lashes. 

When a workhouse is estiibliblied, runaw.^y* lakui Uj* to 
be committed to it only. 
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Powers vested in justices and vestries to be evetuted by 
justices or vestries in islands where there are not botli. 

Fines not exceeding 202. to be recovered in a siimm.iry 
manner, by distress ; and if exceeding 20Z. in the court of 
the islands — half to the parish, half to the informer. 

This act, originally passed for two years, was continued 
by subsequent acts of 1602 and 1609. 


j4t% Act for the mote effectually preoenting th^ desertion of slaves, 
and for other purposes therein men Ztoned.— [1800,] 

Names, ages, places of abode, and births of free negroes, 

&c. to be registered in the police office, and a certificate 
to be given to the person so enrolled. 

Book to be kept at the police office, to register names, 
&c. and certificates to be granted. Such book to be good 
evidence against any negro, &c, &c. not enrolled therein, in 
all questions where his or her freedom shall come in con- 
test. 

When there are more than five runaways in number, in 
New Providence, acting magistrate to send out a number of 
male free people of colour in search of them, and to relieve 
tlie persons sent, every seven, days. 

A list of free people of colour so employed, to be kept, 
and white persons,to be appointed to command them. 

Governor authoriz^ (o offer a reward for apprehending 
runaways. . ^ 

Free persons of cdour, oppose in the execution of this 
act, may wound and kill runaways, and in case of 
sued, may plead this act. 

Free persons of colour to wear silver medals of the size 
of a dollar, on which shall be engraved their initials, with 
the nuniber of their certificate, and the woid Fiee.” Jf 
found without the medal, may pe committed to g^ol till tlicy 
provide themselves with it. 
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Free persons of colour not turning out when suminoned^ 
slmll be imprisoned^ not exceeding twenty days, and pay the 
legal fees. 

List of runaways to be kept at the police office, and 
owners not returning the names of runaways shall be fined 
twenty pounds. 

. Persons sued for any thing done under this act may plead 
the general issue, and recover double costs. 

Act passed for two years, and continued IBOS, for ten 
years. 

Act for fixing the mode of tryin^i rehtive to the 

Freedom of Negroes and oth^r prisons of colour, and fat 
suspending certain acts ihierein inentioned, — Mi January, 
1305 .] \ * 

Acts contrary to this suspend!ed during its continuance. 
Claims to freedom to be tried only in the general court. 
On any application, in behalf of a negro claiming freedom, 
to the general court, or in time of the vacation to any of the 
judges of It, or* in out islands, to any two magistrates, or 
in certain eases, to any one magistrate, it shall be lawful for 
the said court, &c. &c. with the assistance and concurrence 
pf three or more freeholders, to direct the person to state the 
grounds of the claim, and if they shall appear to be sufficient 
grounds, tji^n to appoint a person to be the guardian of the 
said negro for the purpose pf proseduting a hu’t to try the 
claim, and the plaintiff shall be admitted to sue in forma 
pauperis. . 

If ,th€ claim be made in an out Island and properly sup-^ 

’ ported/ the magistrates and three freeholders may oblige the 
person holding the claimant to resign all right to him, or to 
give sufficient security to send the claimant to Nassau, within 
six weeks, for the trial of the cause. Magistrates, &c, 
neglecting or refusing to take cognizance of ^uch claim are 
to forfeit a hundred pounds , half to his Majesty, half to tlie 
infitrmer 
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While the suit is pendint^, the claiuiaiit to be in aah'* 
custody in the gaol, or woikhouse) but 'an order may be 
made for delivering the claimant into the custody of hi^ or 
her guardian, and '•ufficient recognizance being taken for the 
appearaia e of h negro claimant, arnl the } ayinent of t>uch 
wages as the court may award, should judgment be given for 
the delendant. 

In such action only the plantiif’s title to freedom shall be 
tried ; reserving to him the right, in case of his claim being 
illowed, of bringing an action against the defendant for 
wages. 

Former decisions i^Otto be o\e! hauled. 

. ^ 

Act passed for three years, and continued, ^2yth of Pe- 
bruary, 1808, for seven years. 

.4 ft Act tt> prevent persons on Turks Islands from letaUin^ 
SpiiihioKs Liquors without being licenficdy from tiajficking 
with’SlaveSy and for other purposes therein mentioned, and 
to suspend so much of an Act made in the forty-fifth ijtar of 
his Majesty* s reign, intituled An Act to prevent persorts 
on the Oui Islands retailing Spirituous Liquors without being 
licensed, f*'om trafficking with slaves, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned,** as extends to Turks Islands aforesaid, 
December, 1808.] 

No persons on Turks Islands to retail spirituous licpioiis 
without licciHc, obtained under pie governor’s hand jintl 
?eal, on the certificate^ of five re^^idi^t justices that the appli* 
cant is fit to be trusted; for which license, to be renewed 
yearly, ten pounds shall be paid. ^ ’ / 

No spirituous li(|uors to be retailed before six o’clock in 
the morning, nor after eight .n the evening. 

Persons having Jicerses to retail spirituous liquors shall 
have their names marked over their doors. 

Kc' per** of dram-shops, &c. to be punished, by fine or • 
impribonruent for purchasing salt from slaves. 
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Persons selling liquors in less than three gallons are to 
be deemed retailers. 

Three or more ju'^tices of the peace to try oftVncea under 
this act. —Act pji-ssed for two years. 

An Act for regulating the hire of daves, carh, waggons, a^ii 

drays, and for other purposes therein mentioned . — 

cemher, 1808.] 

Acting magistrate shall register the names of slaves, and 
furnish badges, upon payment of one dollar each. 

Badges shall not be worn by any other slaves than those 
for whom the ‘^ame are obtained, and on the death of a slave 
the badge shall be returned, under ^lenalty of five poundc 

No person shall let for hire any cart, waggon, or dray, 
without a license from the commissioners of the roads, undei 
tcu pounds [jcnalty. 

Licensed cart to have the name of the ownifrr painted 
thereon, and be numbered and registered in the policy oflice. 

Owners of carts, &c. liable for any damage done thereby, 
oi hy the blavca having charge thereof. 

Penalty of twenty shillings on drivers of carts ridinr; 
'L^neon within tiie town and suburbs. 

Rates of porterage, cartage, &c. to be fixed by the com- 
niissionets. 

Fines under 20L to be recovered before the police 
-u'ttes ; above 20/. in the general court. 

Act to continue in force ten years. 


BARBADOES. 

Aif A/ 1 io increase the sum made payable by former laws on the 
monumiS'^toji of a slave, and for their better support 
manumitted. — [^\2fh May, 1801 ] 

Instead of 50/. as by the former acts, every person matiu 
mittiiig a slave, to p.^y 300/. for the manumission of a 

h 


VOL. IV. 



lU 


APPLNDIX. 

and 200/. for a male^ the feruald sla^e so inaiiumitleii 
shall, m consequence, receive from the parish, the sum of 
18/ per annum, «nd the male 12/ per annum. 

The provisions of the act, bearing date the 22d ot Ja- 
nuary, 1783, are extended to this act 

///? AUfor the better Protection oj the Slaves * / this island — 
[9th April, 1 -15 1 

Aay person killing any slave without provoc ♦Mon, on con 
\iction by the evidence of a white person, to ‘-atfer death 
without benefit of clergy. 

No pt rson so convicted to forfeit bis I i ids, goods nc roe^ 
or chattels. 

An AlI fbr th*^ Punishment of >w(/» &Un(^ a ^niV i 
piactising Obeah — f4//i I^ovtmbci, l-^O/T ] 

Any slave convicted of causing the death jJt a '-lave, b 
pretending to superndtural power, oi by obt ih, to bufFt 
death 

Any slave convicted of intending to give, or ot 
any poison to a slave, in the practice of v oeah. thou h dc it} 

1 jay not ensue, to suffer, with then actes'iants, do Uii tr lus 
portation, or such other punishment s tiu couit u i i irtci 

An Act to rei '>e doubts concf nng the In j ')l j. 7 \uti 
vntUd after ^hc cominissiov of fiLonie^ jr %hich the <4 p 
stand accused —[14//* Marche 1809 1 

A slave accused jof felony shall be tried as a slave, nj.- 
withstandingeany manumission executed after tho commisb^oj 
the felony. 

All manumissions of slavcb accused of felony, executed 
between the commission theieof and trial of the slaves ‘■hall 
he void. ' 

An drt for rejrc fully nscertaininq the Slave Population jj the 
Island of JJarbadors — [9/k January, 1807 ] 

Ine president or cotamander-ui-chief to xppoint a il 
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g^istrar, who shall be personally resident on the island j and 
who shall never receive permission to be absent more than 
twelve months. 

Every person tr give in a list of slaves, with descriptive 
particulars, in a schedule of six Columns, according to ^ 
prescribed panorn. 

. Triennial eturns to be made, stiUing additions to, and 
deduf^.ion- un, . he nuiober of slaves, and the causes, ariJ 
such *{> he v'^nfied by oath or affirmation. 

Dot- xhiUvr v> he triven, by the registrar, of the period 
w ’ !i tbt i 1 be ni »dc 

I .v.s ^ '1 . I ill*- < \,v prcstived by the registrar, and 

to be Ci } ft!/ * ‘ pb-U \ ho u bbok or set of books, acceso to 
vMiifh, or txti.ut^ iron* inAy be obtained on payment of a 
Ice. 

When all tiu* m hcdules are entered in the book or book*., 
the i<i ( t u hall anninuuc i) it they are open for gratis ii:- 
poiti,m, (li’i og < V monrhs, Uiat all per--ons interested may 
be sAtifdud 1 } ^di('r i) ’^arruy* 

i' ^ uitti v> to :<v< in lists shall forfeit one hund.vd 
P )» p b Si n r> ine omitted, and if such slave be an 
i' Os. hv -nail be entitled to freedom, unless lus 
j\vn r 1 i.l bix lucmths establish by evidence that 

'lit Ai ^ laves liad been legally inipoitcd, and suc’p 

Mnuu' 'yi) !)lC'>u e Ir^e ohail icieive four pounds per anuun* 
iji> the treabUiv. of tlie i land ihadiig life. 

IbTstms »etaniing as a slave any African ilhcitl} imported 
shall forfeit not extending live huiulred pounds, and be irn- 
prit.onod in the . tnomon gatd, nut exceeding two years. 

, Persons in;gi jeved f»y the proceedings of the legistrar may 
jppeal to the governor and rountil. 

I he registrar ^hall make correct dujdicates of the books, 
.v'id vtnfy tliLMU by hii aindavit, which books verified by 
Ha goveriuir, -hall he transmitted to the secretary of state for 
tliv' colonial department. 

No cnisuie to bo luluiitted, but corrections to be made b^j 
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3ti iking a line of red ink through the error, and addnni; the 
proper words in the uiargin^ signed by the registrar. 

Fraudulent alterations by the registrar, or any other per • 
son, to be punished by fine of not more than 500k and ini- 
prisoniuent of not more than two years. 

Fines to be paid to his Majesty, towards defraying the 
expenses of govern meijt* 

Copy of the registration of any negro to be sufficient 
proof of his slavery. 

Salary of the registrai to be two hundred pounds currency, 
and the further sum of six hundred pounds, when he shall 
j reduce to the commander-in-chief for the time being au- 
thenticated duplicates of the fiooks of registry. 

Ml fines of which the mode of reco\ery has not been cer* 
Ctied, may be recovered on complaint to any justice of the 
pca^e, m the same way as servant’s wages. 


BERMUDA. 

yt* to repeal an Act, intituled An Act for the Sec::*' 
oj the Subject, to prevent the forfeiture of life and e^tat 
upon kilhns: a negro or other slave. — {17ih July, ! 7S0 J 

An Act to regulate the Emancipation of Slaves, and to disa » - 
fv'e negroes and persons of lolour from being seised of i 

c'lfifi — DHh August, 1806 ] 

No sla\e under forty years of age shall be emancipated, 
eu^pt upon condition that he leave these islands withi. 
three months. 

Such emancipated slave, if found within these island* 
the expiration of the said term, shall be committed tc 
prison, a*Kl be transported by the public treasurer. If he 
proic hib Hidbility to obtain a conveyance, or give other suf- 
ficient can e, a further allowance of two months may be 
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^ ' ca to him , but if ag^aiti foundj he shall be coinmhtcd 
a JIG transported. 

If such slave shall return to these islaiitla, he shall ht 
Kdken up, transported, and sold in behalf of the public. 

If the slave to be emancipated exceed forty years of aie^e, 
the owner shall pay BCL into the public treasury to remain a** 
•A fund to indemnify the public for any charge incurred on 
Account of emancipated slaves. 

Any negro or coloured person^ pretending to be free, 
shall be liable to be called before any magistrate, and if the 
provisions of the act have nothin his case been adhered to, he 
shall be committed to prison, advertised four successive 
weeks, and if no claimant appear, he shall be shipped off ly 
the treasurer, ibhould a claimant appear, and make goou 
bis title, he shall receive the slave on paying expdhse^. 

No free negro, or person of colour shall be capable of ac- 
tjuiring or being seised of any real estate whatever after the 
passing of this act. All such real estates shall be forfeited 
and sold, and tlie net proceeds granted to his Majesty to- 
wards defraying the expenses of government. This clause 
ohall not extend to any real property legally acquired befoic; 
the passing of this act. 

The creditors of any free negroes, &c. shall not be pre- 
judiced by any forfeiture to arise under this act. 

No house, land, or tenement, shall be leased to any free 
negro for a longer term than seven years, 

.^ct to continue in force for scicp yca^s ih*" I 
assent is made known. 
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DOMINICA. 

An 4ct to revive and make perpetual an Act of this island, in- 

titulid An Act for the em ouragemen' , protection, and 

«• 

better govcrnmmt o/ slaien ** — [15i/i Maith, 179 > ] 

in Act to levive an Act of this island, intituled ** An Act to 
establish a < ompany of Rauqer^i, for the upjtrehendmg and 
svppik.6smg oj runaway slaves, and for ohh^in^ the pro- 
pi ietor%, rtnttrs oi cmptoyeis oJ all slairs helongin^ to, or 
employed on, the setxi al plantations or lamts in this island, 
to fuinish a proportion of ihi slaves to be sent into the woods 
after, and in search of, runaways, to proiide ojfirtis foi 
iucfi cornpat y by engaging such pi opt i white prisons and 
ptojile of (olour as may be disposfd to be employed on the said 
vice, and foi granting ( ncouraqenunt foi the appit hending 
01 destioijing oJ any of the said lunau ays, and to empower 
magistrates, on the lequisition of the (omm nidi ig officer of 
the said company oj rangers to issue their w irr ml to call 
to the assistance of the said company of ran ns a certain 
number of slaves from the neighbuicting pi mtufions in cases 
of emergency, and to prevent the impo) Intiun of ^^lavts con- 
victed or known to have been guilty of mardei , insuriectwn, 
or otJur capital offences^ and to pi event saU oJ gun* 
powder, fire-arms, or other oficnsive weapons to runaways^" 
— [\hth March, 1790] 

An Act to enable the iommanding officer oj me mips of rangers 
employed in suppressing the runaway slaies, to piocure such 
slaves for guides as he shall think best qualified to discover 
the camps or places if mi rt qf the runaways in the wood** ** 
—[6th December, 1794.] 

JH 

Authorizes the coiunricinding omcer to take any slave or 
slaves ^ for the service of which slave the proprietor shall 
receive three shillings per diem, and if the slave be killed, or 
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maimed, the proprietor shall receive his value according' Ij 
estimate, out of the public treasury. 

fn Act for the more effectual apprehendbig ff Runaway Slaves, 
and to oblige the provost viarshal qf this island to receive 
into his custody in the common gaol all runaway slaves, and 
to advertise them in the newspaper of the island, and if net 
claimed yaithin a limited time, to oblige h'nn to sell them for 
ike public benefit , for appointing a committee of the couned 
and assembly to Vispect the common gaol from time to tune, 
r.ndfi)r other purposes in this act fnentioned.^[2iOth AprU^ 
1798 .] 

Any white or free person may, and is required, to ap- 
prehend any slave or slaves who may appear to him to be 
runaway, and conduct them to the common gaol, for whicn 
he shall receive sixteen shillings and sixpence, and a shilling 
per mile for travelling money. Such slave shall be adver- 
tised, and if not claimed shall be sold, but if claimed shall be 
restored, on payment of expenses# 

White or free person is required to apprehend any slave 
found out of the plantation of his owner, or town where he 
resides (except slaves bringing water or necessaries for the 
owner, or attending some white or free person, and except 
tradesmen employed on any plantation and not belonging 
tliereto) without the written permission of his owner or em- 
ployer. Reward the same as above ; and the owner to pa/, 
and if he refuses, may be distrained on. 

Provost marshal to receive slave so brought, pay the 
jreward, advertise the slave thrice, and post up the name of • 
the slave on the door of his office, under penalty of ilve 
pounds. Slave to be sold, if not claimed within three 
months. Produce of sale, deducting expenses of fees, to be 
paid to the owner on application, within a year, and if not 
then applied for, to be retained for the benefit of the colony. 
Provost marshal to be allowed eighieenpenc<»‘ fo^ the daily 
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keep of each runaway slave^ seven and sixpence for eaoh dis- 
rharge, and sixteen and sixpence for advertising. 

A committee consisting of two members of the council, 
appointed by the president, an(| three members of the as- 
sembly, named by the speaker, or a majorirj of the five, au- 
thorised to inspect the gaol, and inquiie into the treatment 
of slaves, and allowance of food ; and to fine the gaoler five 
pounds in default of having performed his duty on these 
heads. 

An Act to make the tet^timony of slaves admissible in certain 
cases and under certain restrictions for a hunted time, to 
forfeit runaway ^^laves who have been absent J)om their 
masters a (trtam time, and to oblige the inhabitants of this 
island having intelligence of the situation or motions of the 
runaway slaves, to communicate the same to the persons, and 
in the manner prescribed by this act, and to prev< nt persons 
from harbouring slaves on their ptantutwns oi in their 
houses, without a written permission Jr om U e oil net or per’- 
son having chaige q/ such slaves, and joi other pu / poi^es , 

No white or free man of colour shall sell or barter any 
gunpowder, fire-arms, or other oiren*ive weapon, salt, salt 
provisions, clothes, or other necessaries whatever, or hold 
intercourse with any runaway slave, knowing him to be 
such, under penalty of being deemed guilty of a high mis-* 
demeanor, and punished by fine, pillory, imprl'joninent and 
banishment, or any or either of them at the discretion of the 
court. 

0 

Vyhen any person is charged of any of the preceding 
orunes, it Shall be lawful to support the charge by examining 
on oath, as witness, any slave or slaves, other than those of 
the party accused, provided ch^t no white or free coloured 
man be convicted unless on the accordant and clear testimony 
of at least two slaves, examined out of hearing of each other ; 
and fto person shall be so Convicted unless the prosecution be 
within twelve months after the commission of the offence. 
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All male slaves absent for twelve months pre\ ious to their 
coniinitmcnt, shall be forfeited and banished at least twentv- 
live leagues, unless coinlenined to death by law. vSnch slave 
to be sold by the piov(jst or his deputy, within three days, 
and the money, deducting charges, shall be paid to the owner. 

Persons purchasing such slave shall enter into recognl- 
•zances, in double the value of the slave, to banish hiui within 
seven days, and if such slave shall remain in the island after 
seven days, then the recognizances to be forfeited, and the 
amount paid into the public treasury. 

Persons to give the earliest possible information which 
they may obtain of runaways j under penalty of 100?. if the 
oflPeniler be a white man, and not more than thirty-nine 
lashes if a slave. 

Any slave h:\rbo\TTlng or assisting a runaway slave shall 
be punished by not more than thirty-nine stripes on hii- bare 
breech j any white person shall forfeit twenty*hve pounds 
for the first oflpeuce, fifty for tire second, and for the llrird 
impribonment for a month, and the pillory, and ul^o be habit* 
to action from the owner, who shall, in of his obtaining 
a verdict, be allowed twelve shilling*^ per tUtm for everyday, 
and full costs. Testimony of slaves, not those oi the accused, 
to be admitted. Any person employing a slave, who has 
not a wriiten permission from his owner, shall forfeit twelve 
shillings per day, to be recove''^ with full costs. 

Any proprietor having a warrant may enter, and on entry 
being refused, may break open, by day or night, any negjo- 
house, to search for runaway slaves, and ro owner, renter, 
&c. &c. shall hinder them under penalty of a fine, not under 
five nor.cxceeding ten pounds. Any person, Imwever, making 
search, or aiding in it; ^ithout first giving notice when there 
any white man on the plantation, or, under colour ol 
such search, beating, abusing, wounding, or hurting am 
lave without just cauae> shall be fined not less than five o' 
more than ten pounds. Same penalty against any proprielOi 
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lefuSing to search or cause to be searched his negro-hou^e*?,, 
on application being made to him before^ warrant obtained, 
provided the owner of the runaway make oath that he had 
received information, and that there was probable cause to 
suspect that it might be true. 

M'licn a warrant is isbiicd against any slave, the proprietor 
must deliver him iip, under penalty of twenty pounds, unless 
lie inake«> oath that the slave is a runaway, and cannot be 
found after diligent search. 

/fn Jet for the Trial and effectual Punishment of suck Punaway 
SJaxits as m'ty hereafter be taken and be known to he chfejs 
or leaders of cemp^ vr hands of runaway Slaves in the woods. 
— [l6</i October^ 1800.] 

All runaway chiefs to suffer the pains and penalties which 
In the laws of England arc usually inflicted on rebels and 
traitors. 

.i'>7 Act foi the Banishing of sundry Runaway Shwes, now in 
vonjinenient, and also for the banishment of such runaways 
of certain deitrifilions, as shall hereafter he taken or sur- 
lendtr ihtniselves ; and for other purposes. — [19/A Dec» 
\ HOO.] 

Provust marshal to sell by auclLon all runaway slaves in 
custody. Ihe purchaser to send them off within forty-eight 
hours after their delivery to him 5 and, should the slave rc* 
turn, he shall be forfeited and sold fpr the benefit of the 
colony. 

All slaves who have been runaways in camps in the 
w’oods, or runaways, from their masters above six months, as 
well those in confinement as those vi^o have been runaways 
and have returned to their owners within three months last 
past, but have not been examined or tried, or shall hereafter 
be taken, or shall surrender, shall be delivered to their re- 
spective masters or employers, on condition of their sending 
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them fr&m the colony, under pain of forfeiture of the slave 
and twenty pounds^urrency. Not to extend ti) ^li^ves under 
the age of twelve year-?. 

Act authorizes the governor to send off a free negro nnnied 
Pharcella, he having forfeited his freedom, by violating the 
terms on which he obtained it. 

An, Act to regulate the Manumiitin^ of Slaves in this island, to 

impose a tax on manumissions, and to mpv}>e a tax upon 

all free and manumitted persons coming to this island . — 
June, 1810 .] 

On manumitting slaves born in the island, or originally 
imported from Africa, or imported under ten years of age, 
the sum of sixteen pounds ten shillings shall be paid into the 
public treasury, and the treasurer shall sign a receipt for the 
same. On the manumi‘iaion of all other slaves thirty-three 
pounds shall be paid. 

No manumission shall he loceived Ly the registrar with- 
out the treasurer’s receipt being produced ; and to the manu- 
mls.ioji hall he annexed an aflidavit stating whether the 
slave was born in the islaiub or from where and at what age 
imported. 

No ‘person of colour coming from any other island or 
colony shall be entitled to the privilege of free or manumitted 
persons, without recording his manumission, and paying a 
tax of thiity-tlirce shillings into the public treasury. Pro- 
vided that any person born free and coming to the island, 
fehall bring a certificate from the place wdiere he vias born or 
liist residetl, purporting that he was born free, or shall pro- * 
iluce two credible witnesses to the same purpose, or Avho 
shall swear that they have known him five years as a free man, 
then, on paying a tax of thirty-three shillings, he shall be 
entitled to the privilege of a free man. 

No slaves manumitted by will shall be deemed free persona 
till they have been duly manumitted by the persons executing 
/ the will, and till the tax shall have been paiil. 
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Repeals the Act to impose a further tax on the nidiiu- 
mission of slaves in thi-i island^ and for of^cr purposes.*’ 

jfTi Act for fticerta/mng the immher of iohite persons, free 
pprsotfs of colour^ and siatcbj in this island. — [19<^ Feh 
runritj iHll.J 

Town wardens for the town of Roseau, and way*wardcns 
of parishes and districts appointed com mlrsi oners for the 
purposes ot the act. 

Commissioner's, thirty days after publishing of the act^ 
and second 'J uesday of every January, to issue warrants io 
constables, under penalty of fifty pounds, to summon all the 
white inhabitants to give an account of their families and 
slaves. 

Commissioners authorized to summon overseers, and all 
persons who can give information, and who must attend, 
under penalty of five pounds. 

Fifty pounds penalty ibr neglecting or refusing to attend 
and give in lists, and the same bn each repetition of the 
offence. 

List to contain the names and descriptions of all slaves, 
runaways, free persons of colour, whites and proprietors. 
No return to be made in any other parish than that in which 
‘the slaves arc usually employed. 

Returns so to be made as not to evade the militia service. 
Each white or free man must specify on oath his place of 
residence. » 

All negroes and persons of colour, claiming to he free, 
must produce their manumissions; and the commissioners 
shall return to the treasurer the names of all negroes and 
people of colour whose manumissions have not been legally 
recorded, or who shall neglect to produce the manumissions 
to the commissioners. 

Commissioners may levy the penalties of the act by war- 
, rant under their hand and seal, directed to the provosts 

Comnussioiiers shall annea to the returns a certificate that 
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they have actually sworn to the truth the white or free per- 
sons named; and the treasurer shall receive no returns without 
a certificate. 

Comiiiissioners subject to penalty of fifty pounds, if they 
neo’lect or refuse to make returns to the treasurer, or to levy 
penalties, within thirty days; and the same penalty for every 
. thirty days’ delay. 

Parnia-place plantation to be returned in the parish of 
M. Andrew, and not of St. David. 


GRENADA. 

in Act for obliging the owners of canoes f boats, and petty 
augers, to take out a license, and give security that the 
same shall not be the means of enabling slaves to make their 
escape, or to be earned off or transported from this colony ; 
c^id for authorizing and enabling the commander- in>^kief 
to hire two small vessels to cruize round the coast, foi the 
ipose of Inspecting and seizing all such vessels as may 
appear io employed in carrymg off slaves, or under iur-* 
ptcious circumstances of such intentions, — \^Ath October, 
1789] 

No person, after the 1st of November, to keep, under 
peimlty of any canoe, boat, or pettyauger, without 

license from a magistrate under his hand and seal. 

Justices directed to give such license without fee or re- 
ward, upon recognizance being entered into with two or 
more sureties in certain penalties from 1901. to 10002. for 
vessels from 14 feet keel to 30 feet keel and upwards. 

Condition to be void if such canoe, &q. be not the means 
of any slave escaping from the island; or on paying the 
owner of slaves carried off, 190/. each. 

Owner o*f canoe, &c. within three days, to have his name, 
and number painted on the stern or other conspionnn^ 

pnrt. 
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All magistrates to inquire after, and examine suchcanoch’, 
Ac. and cause the owners to comply with this act. 

In default nn the part of such owners, the justice to 
seize .ueh canoes, &c and deliver same to harbour-master of 
St. George’s, who is to take chari::e of sarn until owners 
conform will* ti •- act, or until the expiration thereof, when 
he is to deliver them to such owners on payment of reasonable 
charges, and sixteen and sixpence each canoe. 

Justices sending canoes to St. George’s to grant warrants 
on the treasurer hrr necessary expenses. 

Commander-in-chief empowered to hire two vessels not 
exceeding sixt) tons burthen, and for a period not exceeding 
three months^, and to arm, man, and fit the same to cruize 
round the const of this colony 5 to inspect and seize ftioh 
vessels as appear to be employed in taking off slaves, or 
utider suspicious circumstances described in act for the better 
regulation of foreign vessels. 

To bis warrant on treasurer for payment of the 

hire of such vessels. 

yfn Act for the more effectual Trial and Punishment of criminal 
Slaves, and to authorize his Majesty's justices of the peace 
to appoint constables in cases of emergency, — October , 
1789 .] ^ 

On complaint being made to any magistiatc of any 
heinous crime committed by a slave, justice to bsiie his war- 
rant for apprehending the offender, and to summon all persons 
that can give evidence... And if, on examination, probability 
of guilt appears, to commit offender to prison , within ten 
days to as'^oriate with him one or more justice, and so asso- 
ciated to i^sue their warrants to a constable to summon three 
frcehold'^rs to join said justices at such time and place as tlu y 
shall appoint, not exceeding four days. These free persons, 
having tnken an oath to try fairly, constitute a court, witli full 
power to try the offender, to call evidence before them, to ^ 
admit llie evidence of one slave against another, and forth- ' 



APPENDIX. 


with cause immediate execution in capital cases, to bo done 
by the marshal, and in other eases by the clerk of the 
marshal. 

Jurors summoned, and not attending*, to forfeit 50/. 

Any slave who shall personally insult, abuse, or threaten 
any white or free coloured person, or conceal any slave, 
• knowing the same to be runaway, or found gaming, beating 
drums, &c. at improper hours, or fighting, or shall be guilty 
of any crime deemed larceny by the laws of England, such 
slave shall be punished at the justice’s discretion, such punish- 
ment not to extend to life or limb. 

Any two justices, in cases of emergency, to appoint con- 
stables. 

Persons refusing to serve, liable to punishment, as if 
appointed at the sessions. 

Act passed for two years, and in 1791 for two years 
further, and till some other provision should be enacted. 

An Alt to amend an Act, intituled An Act to prevent fhi fur<- 
thet sudden increase of free negroes and mulattos;** and 
also to amend an act, intituled An Act for the bettei 
irovernmeni of Slaves, and for the more speedy and effectual 
suppression of runaway slaves;** and to ascertain what shall 
be evidence qf the sealing of certificates respecting enfran» 
chisement, as directed to be made by the guardians q/‘ stare‘s. 
— I2nd Apjil, 179!2.] 

Acts of freedom by deed, last will, or otherwise, may be 
recorded at any time. 

Originals of such acts, or certified copies, may be pleaded 
and given in evidence in all courts of law and equity, pro- 
vided that any intermediate bona fide purchaser or incum- 
brancer, not to be thereby affected without notice. 

Negroes and mulattos claiming to be free by birth, to 
prove sucli claim by the affidavit of two credible freeholders, 
^before two justices of the peace. 

Justices to grant certificate of such claim and proof. 
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Where there is neither nionumission nor proof of freedoni 
b} birth, n claim of freedom by repute may be proved, 
certified, and given in evidence in like manner, if the pot^ 
ha^ been *10 reputed free for five >ears, — such pnma Jat^e 
proof nf)t conclusive if opposed by contrar]i evidence 3 — but 
the paitv ciaimint!: to be free not to be debarred from ad- 
doeiti^ further proof of his, her, or their freedom. 

Per^ms falsely swearing .under this act, or procuring 
others \(i {lo so, guilty of perjury or subornation of perjury, 
puni^l d)]e l)\ the laws of England. 

1 he 1st, ^2(1, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th clauses of the act 
of April *21, I7fi7, repealed 

Certificates obtained subsequent to the said recited act, 
and not recorded within the time limited thereby, and certifi- 
cates obtained after the time pre'^'Cribed by the said act, and 
before the publication of this act> declared to be valid and 
effertnab— buch certificates not conclusive, but may be op- 
poscej bv further evidence* — Party producing such certificatcb 
not to be debarred from producing other proof of Jjib or her 
freedom. 

Originals of all manumissions duly proved, or olhce- 
oopies thereof, duly certified according to law, declared to 
good evidence at law or in equity. 

Where certificates of guardians, under theactof Fcbruaiy, 
(expired) have not been valid and signed in presence 
of witnesses proof of the signatures of buch guardians 
maile prmajane evidence of such sealing. 

Marshal not to selkrunaway slaves without giving publt*^ 
notice in the Island Gazette. And if no gazette, by a written 
adwitisemenf^ to be affixed for six successive weeks to the 
door of the church, court-hpuse, and marshal’s office. 

Marshal answerable in an action of damages to the parly 
apgiieved if he neglect to ad\ertise slaves j if not claimed 
within six weeks, to be then sofil by public outcry. 

Proceeds, after deducting all charges, to be paid by the 

marshal to the owner of such slave, or if the owner is not ^ 

♦ 
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knowD> to the public treasurer, for such owner, when hr 
shall appear. 

Such sales not conclusive against owners not resident at 
the time in the country. 

Such owner, upon payment oi tender of all monies ac- 
tually paid, and expenses incurred, may claim restitution of 
such slave within twelve months after such sale, and maiuo 
tain the same by action of ejectment, trover, or detinue, 
against the purchaser or possessor. 

Clause twenty-first of the act of the 21st of April, 17(>7, 
is repealed. — This act a public act. 

Aji Act for the more effectual Trial and Punishment of Slaves, 
who may have been, or 7nay hereafter he, cojicemed In the 
rebellion and insurrection now existing in this island . — 
\JlhJune, 1796.] 

Slaves suspected of being concerned in the insurrection 
and rebellion to be tried by a court hereinafter mentioned, 
and punished as hereinafter directed. 

Slaves when taken or surrendered to be first examined by 
a justice of peace, who Is to return the examinations to the 
commander-in? chief within twenty- four hours. Justice to 
commit offender to prison if he sees probable ground of sus- 
picion, there to be detained for trial. Commander-in-chief 
to issue his warrant to three or more justices to proceed to 
iry the offender. Justices within twenty-four hours after re- 
ceiving such warrant to issue a precept to some constable to 
summon five white persons as jurors, and to fix a time for 
trial, and to cause- at such trial witnesses to come forward. 

. Notices to witnesses who are slaves to be served on their 
owner. Punishment of deaths baiiibhment, or hard labour 
in chains, on prisoner pleading guilty. If prisoner pleads 
not guilty, justices to choose three of the five jurors to liy 
cau‘^e, who are to be sworn to try truly. Justices sentence 
be final, and to be executed at any time they shall appoint 
Jaftcr thirty-six hours, rominander-in-chief may respite 
VOL. IV. I 
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pariluti any criminaL m slavcb to be good foi and 

igain t each of her. Jndu m n adjourn the trial* for forty- 
eight hoiMS in Co'( of ut Diaren d witne*?*' If \\itne<. 

does not rlu n ipj ( ir ti^d to £;o on Jiistic *, to rnaU ^ regultir 
ininuU*>, I'ld ic^uin tlicni into tlie seirctarv 3 ofh( e in six 
davb I’ani fiirient ot death to bt intlicted publitly^ and 
fftnui r not lo be mto\ (att.d when executed. No other 
itiotle ot cvt-cu ion but fianging allowed When crirumah 
^•enlenced to imjirisoninenf^ or haid labour for life, they are 
lo be be t»up]o\ed u.uler oveibeers and a proper guard, in 
clearing the woods in the inlcrn»r, and making roads Con- 
stable^ to attend the trial and execution 

Court may <iilj(jurn as oit< n as they please for torty-eight 
hours 

Slaves giving false evuJerae liable to the same purusl • 
xnent as the offender, if he had been found guilty. Justice' 
to explain slave witnesses the punishment for fahe teati- 
laony. Owner refusing to produce slaves summoned 
v/itnesses, to forfeit 50Z. 

Justice refusing to act to forfeit 601 to \\e recovered by 
.'Uaching the boih i onstable refusing to do his duty liable 
to a fine of to be recovered in the same manner. 

Jurors and tree Witnesses refusing to serve or attend^i 
liable lo a fine of and three months miprisonment. 

i!)laves sentenced to death, confiicment, or baro*&hment, 
to be valiKti l)\ the justices and jurors. Such valuation not 
to exceed 100^. curriiiCy. tie paicl by the treasurer 
chc public treasury tjj the owner of the slave. Slaves '►o 
valued to be the propeity of the public. Any owner suspect- 
ing any slave of any crime specified in this act, and not 
carrying him before a justice^ liable to be imprisoned for 
one year. 

All fines levied under this act to be a fund in the treasurer'' 
hau^for the ])Ui poses thereof. 

so liable expenses incurred to be paid by the treasurer 
l^jlfi^arranl from the justices. 

Commandci-in-chief to have the direction of all slav< / 
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sentenced und^r this act, and all monies not other or- 
dered to be paid by Ibis act for tlie pnrpo&cs tlrereol, to be 
payable by warrant fioin the coniiiiAnder-in-elucf. 

An Act for the Punishment of Slaves under bentence of Uiinibh- 
fitent or corifinemcnt to hard lahom in chaws, who shoU 
escape, or attempt to escape, f torn theh placfo of conjin^nu 
or employment, and to make it lawful fm the magi train 
to condemn to hard labour, m hams for hje, oi for a, 
limited time, slaves convicted under the several acU fo i/n 
trial and punishment of cummal slaves — Matf^ 
1797 -] 

Slaves sentenced to banishment from this island, or to be 
confined to hard labour in chains for life, or shorter period, 
and wIk) shall escape, break loose, or run away from place 
of c(;nfiuenient, or be absent forty eight hours from custody 
oi jrerbon having charge, to suffer death or other punishment 
.tcL()r<{ing to discretion of magistrate. 

Maves charged with crime of escaping from place of con- 
linement, to be tried according to act for punishing negroes 
guilty of high treason. Record of former conviction of such 
slave, and of sentence passed on him, together with evidence 
of any one free person or slave, of his having escaped fiom 
place of confinement, or absence for forty-eight hours or 
more from custody, declared to be sufHcient probf of con- 
viction. 

Slaves returning from transportation under this act, to 
suffer death. 

Justices of the peace’ before whom any slaVe shall be tried 
t(n any offence, and who shall be convicted thereof, the pun- 
isliment for which wolild be, ogl^eably to said acts now in 
force, corporal punishment or imprisonment for life, to con- 
demn such slave 01 slaves, in lied thereof, to be worked iu 
t liains for any limited time, or life 5 or when for life, to be 
ajijnMiaed, paid for, and become th^ property ot the public. 

Anti when slaves who are sentenced to work in chains Iot 
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life^ or for a limited time, shall commit the offences created 
in the first clause, they shall be tried in like manner.* 

Information being given to any justice, of any slaves hav- 
ing esca])C(l, or run away from place of confin'^ment, or from 
keeper, magistrate to issue his warrant to constables to ap- 
prehend persons concealing them, and on conviction, if free, 
to l)c conimiited to gaol for any time under thirty days with- 
out bail ; and if slaves, to be worked in chains not exceeding 
.thirty days. 

I'ree persons giving the above information of concealment, 
to get six pounds twehc shillings, if slave, to get three pound? 
nx shillings. 

This act declared to be a public act. 

Jn Act for the better proUction and for promoting the natural 
increase and population of Slaves within the hi and of 
Grenada, and such of the Grenadines as ai e annexed to the 
government thereof, for compelling an adequate provision 
for and care of them, as well m sickness and old age a<f in 
health} and for constituting and appointing guardians to 
effectuate and carry into execution the regulations and pur-> 
poses of this act. — {9th Dec. 1797*] 

Every proprietor, owner, or possessor of any plantation 
or estate, shall provide for, and allow to, at least every head 
of a family of slaves, thereunto attached, one good and com- 
fortable house, with one or mpir^ cabanes or beds to sleep 
upon, raised at least one foot Irom the ground j and shali 
also allot and appoint for every slave (domestics excepted) 
above the age of fourteen years, as, and for his or her projier 
ground, such a quantity or portion of the land of the said 
plantation or estate, to which sileh slave may be attached, or 
of «ueh other contiguous lands as shall be approved by the 
guardians of slaves appointed in manner hereinafter men- 
tioned, as sufficiently near and convenient for such provisi(^n 
giound, as ia the estimation of the guardians for that pari^^lj 
wherein such plantation or estate shall be situate, or the ina- 
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jority of them, shall be deemed sufficient, when uiulei propci 
cultivation, to produce such a quantity of ground j»rovisions 
as, with the ordinary allowance of salt provisions, of the 
quantity whereof such guardians are to judge, will bt » om- 
pletcly adequate to the maintenance and support of .such 
slaye j and shall allow every such slave, from noon, in boinc 
one day in every week, or one whole day in a fortnight, 
besides Sunday (except in time of crop), for the purpose of 
working and cultivating his or her grounds which said 
grounds, when once allotted, shall not be exchanged or taken 
away from any such slave, without his or her consent, by him 
or her expressed to the guardians of such district or parish, 
^vhilst such slave shall remain on the estate to which such 
land so allotted to him or her belongs (except in manner and 
upon the terms next hereinafter mentioned) ; that is to say, 
provided always, that if the person having the charge of any 
plantation or estate shall find It necessary or expedient to 
change the provision grounds allotted to the slaves of •^uch 
plantation or estate, and such consent of the slaves shall not 
be expressed as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for aiiy 
such person to allot other sufficient grounds for that purpose, 
and to call on the guardians of the district or parish to 
examine and approve of the quantity, quality, and situation 
of such proposed new provision grounds } and if the said 
guardians, or a majority of shall approve of such new 

provision grounds, then ami in every such case, from and 
after the expiration of twelve calendar months after such 
new allotment and approbation as aforesaid, or such longer 
period, according to the season of the year, as the guar- 
dians shall judge necessary to enable the slaves to put 
such newly allotted grounds into proper cultivation, but not 
sooner or otherwise, it shall and may be lawful for any such 
person to take in, and j^ut into ailtivation, the grounds so 
hrsl allotted for the use of the slaves. 

Owners of estates, from the situation or nature of the soil 
not affording sufficient provision grounds, to have it in their 
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"?];hoii VO ludko allotments of f^ro'ind, oi to give a weekly 
.Jiuw.iPLC of provisions in lien thereof, with the approbation 
ol the guardi.ins 

Annual allowance of decent and suflicu nt clothing, to be 
unproved l>y the guardiint), under penalty of we pounds for 
each ola^ c not clothed. 

^"lave not attached to, or resident on estates, ^o be pro- 
xc <i bv tlu piopnetors with comfortable lodging, ample 
iiid whoksouip food, and decent clothing. 

Ibcpiittois of ala\es, or attorneys of such proprietors, or 

tiicir absence, the iiianager, overseer, &c. restrained from 
ioiinting on any slave any corporal pumshinent, other than 
coniincmcnt, and whipping not to exceed thiity-inne lashes 
at one time, and for any one offence. Proprietors or attorneys 
being resident, the manager, over-seer, &.c. not to inlbct any 
corpor.il punishment, other than ronbneuient, or whipping 
not to exceed tweUe lashes at one time, or for one offence. 
Iwcnty pounds penalty for indicting a greater number of 
lti‘'his on tip* Same day, or before the delinquent is recovered 
hoin the effect of any former punishment. Piovi-^o, — when 
ilie fault coinmitteil is of such enormity as to dchcrve a more 
exemplary puniishment, the delinquent i$ to be punished at 
the discretion of two justices of the peace. No further 
punishment to be inflicted for that offence under penalty of 
twentj pounds. 

Proprietor, attorney, manager, &c. inflicting a greater or 
other punishment than before described, to be punklied by 
fine or imprisonment, or both ; ^ ad proprietors committing 
any atrocious acts of inhumanity and maiUem on slaves, the 
guardians empowered to dispose of such 8la\es. Money 
irising from such ss^leto be ps^id to the proprietor. 

‘slaves not to be compelled to work before day break, n 
sun-3et, except in making sugar, or carrying gi ass or 
-loik-meat, under penalty of ten pounds. 

Own r-i, of slaves not to discard them on account of 
igc OJT di^oxder, but to provide thm vvith cv^ry necessary. 
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and not suffer them to waii'Vr a])out. Lawful for white or 
free coloured person to take up such slaves found wandcrin^y 
at largo, and carry them before a magistrate or guardian. 
Penalty of ten pounds if owner, &c. from neglect or isrd- 
treatment, are found ofFendinc:. Owners to enter into re- 
CQgnizanfe that such .slave shall in future be well treated. 
On refusal or neglect, the justice or guardian to eornmit «U( h 
slave to the charge of the oage-kcej>er, and owners, &e. to 
pay four shillings and sixpence per diem tor feeding and 
lodging such slave, to be recovered wceklv on the goods and 
chattels. 

Owners, &c. to endeavour the instruction of their slaves 
'n the Christian religion, and to cause them to he baptired. 
Clergyman to perform the same, and other duties, gratis. 

Hospitals upon every jdantatlon to be erectetl in a healthy 
situation. Managers to keep hosjiitnl books with the nanies 
of the sick, the time of their admission, dismission, or death. 

Account (it the births and deaths to be annually given In, 
upon oath, to the rommissioners appointed for taking 
Uxable objects, under penalty of twenty pounds, . 

Surgeon or medical attendant to certify the causes,w the 
deaths of «'Uch slaves. 

Female slaves having six cShildren living, exempt from 
hard labour, and the owner exempt fuim taxes for such 
female shive. 

And in order to preVent any person from nmtiJating or 
dismembering any slave or slaves, be it further enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that if any master, mistress, owner, 
possessor, or other person whatsoever, shall, at his, her, or 
their own will and pleasure, or his, her, or their direction, or 
with his, her, or their knowledge, sufferance, privity or con- 
sent, mutilate or dismember, or cause to be mutilated or dis- 
membered, any .^lave or slaves, he, she, or they shall be 
liable t5 be prosecuted by information or indictment, for 
•every such offence, in the court of King’s Bench wd grand 
bcsstons> or any other court of similar jurisdiction in the.se 



APKENDJX. 


lolands; and upon conviction, shall be punished by hne, not 
less than one hundred, nor exceeding five hundred pounds, 
and imprisonment not exceeding twelve months^ for each 
and every slave so mutilated or dismembered; and such 
punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any action 
that can or may be brought at common law for recovery of 
ciamages for or on account of the same; and in very atro*^ 
( lous cases, where the owner of such slave or slaves shall be 
convicted of such offence, the justices of the court before 
whom such offender shall have been tried and convicted, are 
hereby empowered, in case they shall think it necessary for 
the further protection of such slave or slaves, to declare and 
adjudge him, her, or them free, and discharged of and from all 
manner of servitude to such owners, to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever; and in all such cases, the justices of such 
court are hereby authorized and empowered, if to them it 
shall appear necessary, to order and direct the fine a(\judged 
by them to be paid into the hands of the treasurer of these 
iblands to the u^e of the public ^ the treasurer for the time 
bcin^ in consideration thereof, paying to such of the said 
slaved so freed and discharged from servitude as aforesaid, 
the sum often pounds per ftnoutn towards his, her, or their 
maintenance and support during life ; and in case of any such 
mutilation or dismembering of any slave or slaves being com- 
mitted as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said guardians, or any one or more of them, upon complaint 
and application to him or ther nildc by such slave or slaves 
so mutilated, and Aey are hereby required, upon view and 
certainty of«the fact, to send such slave or slaves so muti- 
lated forthwith to the nearest cage where such offence shall 
have been committed ; and if Ibuch complaint and informa- 
tion that any slave or slaves is W are so mutilated shall arise 
from the probable intelligence of any other slave, or other- 
wise, to issue their or hiS warrant to any constable, ordering 
him immediately to proceed to the place where such slave or 
slaves 50 mutilated may be, and bring him, her, or them, and 
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if under confinement^ to release and bring him, her> or them 
before such guardian or guardians^ who on view and cer- 
tainty of the fact as aforesaid, shall send such slave or slaves 
so mutilated, to the nearest cage as aforesaid ^ which sla\c 
or slaves shall be there safely kept by the cage-keeper, but 
not worked, at the public expense, until the determination 
of the prosecution, which the said guardians are hereby di- 
rected and required to pursue and carry into effect against 
the perpetrators of the said mutilations, in manner aforesaid 3 
and the keeper of such cage is hereby required tu ren ive 
such slave or slaves into Itis custody, and during such time 
as such slave or slaves shall be detained in the cage, to piu- 
vide and allow a sufficient quantity of proper food daily for 
his, her, or their sustenance and support, at the expense of 
the person offemling as afoiesaid, and under the direction 
and approbation of the said guardians, who are hereby au- 
thorizetl to issue their warrant for payment of the same, to 
oe levied on the goods and chattels of the offender. 

Assembly to appoint guardians on the hrst^ meetin»>‘ 
thereof, every year. 

Guardians to take the following oath : — 

A, B, do swear, that 1 will diligently, truly, faithfully, 
and impartially perform the office of Guardian of Slaves, 
in the parish of [or, the town of Saint 

George] for which I am appointed thi^s present year, 
and will not, for favour and affection, or any other con- 
sideration whatsoever, excuse any person or person^ 
offending against, or neglecting his, her, or their duty, 
as enjoined by an act, intituled, 'An Act for the better 
protection, and for promoting the natural increase anc^ 
population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, an<^ 
such of the Grenadines as are annexed to the govern- 
iiient thereof ^ for compelling an adequate provision ioi 
and care of them, as well in sickness and old age as in 
healthy and for constituting and appoiniing-guarthans 
to effectuate and carry into execution the regulatio p 
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and puipoocs of this ai t , nor wdl 1, for hatred^ niaiif 
ill-W'li (‘f partiaht), pruMic uto, prcsor't or puniih any 
one^ ' il i.i a*l tmngs will romply with, and conform 
lOj i‘ ♦ i and dijLy «' njoined mo hy the 

Slid i .u d 0 . to the b 'i, vf wy understanding, 
skill, stt, Hid jutiernieiii. — N . help me (ioii,*' 

IVi: i ' • '» *utv i oiinds on guard .‘n casing to act, or 
\^c ^\\> , viUM..iiin’= having sctv d one year, not com' 

pelhr* " M -*-\ e a;r . n until the exp'ration of t\\o years. 

(*\ I ' M ‘j • ij ‘1 ^ )ii *•. hi e\er) six months to visit the 
Cot.iu 'i {.> e\ei ti ' ktiu ts, to u{.'if and inquire into the 
-onipUii . , ajii \ 1 p« \evt the ^lounds, &c. t>f t«ic slaves. 
And to examri'' 10.4^ ^Stc icopCi^iint, any siispiLiou* cir- 
cunistaru 0 k*. p. * to iiiei o.c nr, <\c. Manager to take 
an oath M) go«‘ true nmiser., ai I ue lined nlty pcuiiid'» on 
refusing to hr sworn, afid to be piosecuted for peijury on 
f»iLu‘ bv\eanntr. 

Persons manumitting sla^e.s lo pay cn^e hundred pounds 
i.to thepuhlie tieasury j the tieasiuer is duet ted <ind itquuvd 
\M ceitifvon the hadi of the inanumis'^ion, tii.it stub <=iun 
has been to hii*. paid, and no maimmi^ssion ixenited .'^fter 
the pubiicatiou ol this tict, without ‘•ueh certihtdte, shall be 
of tin\ jbree or xaliihty whatsoe\cT. 

Eacli per- on manumitted, to receive ten pounds annually 
during life j to be paid* every six months. 

Any person being absent, may receive his 

annmt), on producing a proper certificate from his place of 
fe>sidenee. * 

Feisoiib manumitted, being convicted of any heinous 
offence or disorderly conduct, shall forfeit the annuity, or 
jiart, in proportion to the heinol^eness of the olfence. 

Persons whose usual residence has been in this gov<-ni- 
inrnl, and obtaining a manumission in any other place, 
dctriitd void, until the sum of one hundred pounds be pair, 
by evtry such perton into the treasury. 
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Penalties anil iorf^itnro» are to be recovernl in thi court 
>t i.ommon plea^i. 

Ciuardmns being sued or !iiol<‘sted, to pk tu the geieiel 

i iSUC, 

Act to remain in lorci* toi t»vo y« u , xml till fnrlbtr pro- 
vision oiMde. 

An Act repeal so ,iu<h of an Act, commi nhj (ulrd 1 lit 

Guatdian Act,** as gives an annuity of Itn pounds h .eij 

slave manumitted, aoctidmg to the dncctioa of tkui a t 

and for cuiam otjie) purposes — [fZ^th Ocioln*, I >()( , 

Ihe Wth, 21st, and part of 2^d ckiU'iOs ol the before re 
cited act ixirji; an annuity of 10 / to be repialiil, but this 
ict nut to rvt( nd to the anuuitieb ol thoc>t who have already 
paid the 100/ 

Evciy osvner inanuimltinp, his slave to pay the tieasurer 
of the islind 100/ And no m inumissiorf will be admitted 
until i ccrtdiuau* of the uioiu) paid, is entered on the nianu- 
im Sion, Hid iciorded in the register’s office. 

No otln r cvulcnie ot freedom will be received unle^'S by 
such eertilud ni iniimission j or a copy ♦hcp'*of from the 
registei’* * t]ic< il the original is lo»t — ^Jhis o be deemed i 
public att. 


JAMAICA, 

An Ail to 7cpeal An Act foi the heitei Order and Go lCiu* 
ment of the Negroes belonging to ihe ^eieiaf tugro touns, 
and foi pi eventing them pom purchasing oj slain ^ and Jor 
encouragim* the said we^roei to go in pursuit oj ninnway 
slaves, and Jor other purposes therein mentioned /’ a/ d * i 
gaing the Maroon negroes ^further protection and sau.uy, 
ot alfeiing ihe mode of ttial, and foi ot/ut pui'po\€i>^ 
[^)th December, 1791.1 
I'oimer act on this siibiect repealed 
it Maioons are dkobcdicnt, exCiteorjom m tumults, dc- 
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p.irt without lcave> ot stay out longer than periiutted, the 7 
are to be tried and punished by superintendent and negro 
officers. 

Governor to grant a general commission to superintrn- 
denta to liold courts. They are to report proceedings to him. 

If superintendents or negro officeis are neglectful or 
partial, they arc to be tried by a court martial. 

On complaint of robberies, &c. by Maroons, justices to 
issue warrants. Slaves to be evidence against them. They 
are to be tried where parochial business is usually transacted. 
Justice to call in two other justices, (who must attend 
or forfeit twenty pounds each) and they are to summon a 
jury ten days between complaint and trial. Jury to consist 
of twelve white men, and be sworn. If Maroon found guilty, 
justices may give sentence of death, tiansportatioii, Slc. 
Unless for rebellion, governor to confirm sentence of death 
or transportation, previous to execution. 

Challenges must not be made, nor form objected to 
Lxecutions to be performed publicly, and by hanging only 
Only one to suffer for the same offence. 

Maroons to be worked with slaves. 

Court to intlict punishment for false evidence. 

Records to be kept by clerk of peace who must attend 
trials, record proceedings in five days, and deliver a.cof»y, 
under penalty of twenty pounds. He is to be paid five 
pounds. Deputy marshal to attend at trials and executions, 
under penalty of twenty pounds, and be paid five pounds, 
When it is deemed mecessary. Maroons may be tried in county 
towns. Security to be given for their appearance there in a 
month. If security not given, justice may commit offenders 
and witnesses. Expenses ofi^trials to be paid by the public. 

Superintendent, &c. not to permit any large assembly ol 
v.la\cs in the day, nor any meetings in the night, under pam 
of hi in^ biuke. Complaint to be made in ten days 

Maroons inveigling or harbouring slaves, to bt ^ran^- 
poi ted* 



APPENDIX. 


If they quit their towns without leave, or stay out seven 
days beyond their time, the marshal of the precinct, under 
penalty of twenty pounds, to send them Iiome for trial. 

Slaves purchased oy theni to be forfeited. Persons sellintj; 
slaves to them, or buying any in trust for them, to forfeit 
one hundred pounds. 

Superintendents on sending out parties arc to give orders 
to the commanding officer of such party, specifying at whose 
request such party is ordered out, the names of tlie officers 
and men composing such party, and the time when such 
party is to return 5 and that, on the return of such party, the 
superintendent in the town from whence such party was sent 
out. .«hall and he is hereby obliged to make oath, on the back 
of such order or orders, that the service on which such party 
or parties were sent out, was duly performed, or as the cir- 
cumstances of the case may happen to be j which oath any 
magistrate is hereby authori^.ed and empowered to admi- 
nister : provided always, that no superintendent shall order 
any party to remain out at any time exceeding twenty days. 

Maroons to have’ forty shillings and mile money for every 
runaway they take while on parties ; and twenty shillings for 
those taken when not on parties. If payment refused, ma- 
gistrate, under penalty of twenty pounds to issue a distress 
warrant. No Maroon shall be entitled to receive more money 
than one shilling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpeiict: 
for every mile exceeding that^ either to the next workhouse, 
or to the proprietor’s house next adjoining the spot where he 
took up the negro or other slave. 

White people not to employ Maroons without written 
agreement, under penalty of twenty pounds. 

Debts owing to or from Miuroons, to be settled as di- 
rected by 9 Geo. II. cap. 9. 

If white or free persons assault Maroons, they may be 
prosecuted, and punished by fine or imprisonment, or both. 

Superintendent to make quarterly returns j and not he 
absent from his town above a fortnight without leave. If lie 
fails in those respects, he may be broke. 
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M.uooiiii to repair loads, paid, not cxcoedihg iifty 

jic'uiids per annum for each town. 

Maroon parties to be paid by the receiver-general for the 
time being, in the officer among the negroe'' in each party in 
the rank of a captain, two shillings and sixpence per day ; 
fm lieutenant, one shilling and t'nrcepence per day^ and 
every coninion man, one rjal per dav when on actual duty, 
and no longer, and have provisions and aimnunition ; not 
more than twelve men to be in each party. 

When Maroons wdsli to live out of the negro towns, they 
are to resign their lands at quarter sessions. 

Magistrate-* to have their declaration recorded, and, under 
penalty of twenty pounds, give them a copy of it. 

They are then to be no longer subject to the superin- 
tendent, blit enjoy the pmilege& of free people. Men must 
enlist in the inilitia. 

This act to be explained to Maroons, quarterly. 

Persons of jurors, protected. 

Maroons sentenced to be transported, are to be sold o> 
receiver-general If they returrt, they suffer death 

Penalties under twenty pounds to be reco\eicd in a 
summary rnaniirM by distress and sale, and above that in the 
courts. One half to the king, half to the informer. 

This act not to abridge the governor’s pov^er^ but he 
cannot send any persona off the island against their will, 

Ail Act to repeal an^ci, intiiuved, An Act to regulate Hiv 
Salts of newly imported Negroes, and to prevent, as far as 
possible, ike separation of different branches qf the same 
famih/ ;** and to regu'at^ the 9 ^les of newly imported negroes; 
and to prevent as far as possiitle, the separation nj dipt rent 
brant b(s of ihf aune family.— [lOth May, 170*2 ] 

New ncgr<^cs not to be sold t»n hoard vesselb, but a pro- 
per place to be procured on shore for the sale, uiidei penalty 
of five hundred pounds. 
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laclor to swear that he ha*' cLi^s-'Crl relaiJoii-, t<'i 2 :ethei. 
Penalties to be recoveic. 1 in the '-Miprem^ c< *rt. Hall’ to 
half tn the in<ornn r 

/in Act to re/m^f tf rt< ?/ n t lud laxun^ o;* / jnnU of .il/ 
therein mentwi i client ‘ht ntd > , on cntim^, >n- 
veiglingy detfrn iinuum^tq huiotmn oi ' oi> 'o^j //,, the 
slaves of othas, t> pretiuil iht trajisooif n af s'/j 
mo/tgagers and tenunt'i for lifp and rid o . u- 

laiing abuses tannnitttd by si ic^o. — [II/// /)ri i} » * 

Although the act 9i> Geo. Ill m .h be exj'io \ tn ‘ pio 
\isktns in chuiM^ 1, are to lemain in foicc. 

otf the nlan<b mark’n^ or de^^'.n »n" marks of' 
other persons’ slaves, made iVlony wit))oiit benefit of eletgy, 
as ucll as stealing slaves with intent to semi them off, but 
is not to work coirujition of blood 

Per*t)n«> who conctab irnxi'fle, &c. the slaves of others, 
to foifoit fine hnndied [loiinds and be impri^oned^ but not if 
they got I ossession of them in a regular manner. 

IVr^ons uho under pretence of title, /letain slaves^ whom 
others hav^' hid fur six months, to foiffit one hundred 
jiound*'. 

Persons detaining leased slaves beyond the time, to sutler 
as inveiglers j unless at expiration ot the teriii> the slaves 
are run away. ^ Oath of lessee to be admitted. 

Chief justice, &c. on complaint, to issue warrai.vs to 
appreliend offenders, and commit them to prison, or adimi 
them to bail till trial, which must be In ten days. 

Jury to be summoned to meet where parochial business 
. 18 transacted, for trial of offenders within that time, from 
which jury no person is to be exempt. 

inveigled sla\es also to be apprehended, that they may bi 
produced at the trial. 

Witnesses refusing or neglecting to attend, to bf h.uui, 
•'iiul fine distrained forj and in vnnt v.f di^^tic'-s, iheir 
miprifloned. 
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Provost marshal to produce such persons in his custody a- 
may be deemed material for examination. 

Warrants to be returned under penalty of fifty pounds. 

Magistrates may on good cause^ adjourn from time to 
time not exceeding ten days at each adjournment. 

Chief justice, &c. authorized to carry this act into execu** 
tion. Complaint being made to one justice^ he, under pc-- 
r alty of fifty pounds, must call in an asaociate, who, under 
like penalty, must assist. Complaint to be made in a limited 
time. 

Magistrates empowered to fine jurors not attending. 

Clerk of the peace to attend the trial and draw up the 
charge, and to record in his office affidavits, &c. but not ex- 
aminations. 

Magistrate to inquire into the charge by the oaths ot 
twelve freeholders. 

Owners of inveigled slaves allowed as good evidences, 
ilthough they prosecute. 

Jurors not to depart till they return their inquest. 

Inquest being returned, magistrates to pronounce sen- 
tence, and order delivery of the slaves. Inquest to bar other 
charges. 

Proceedings not to be removed till after judgment, nor 
be set aside want of form. 

Clerk of the peace to have one pound eqych day for at- 
tending, and five pounds for recording the proceedings j and 
on neglect of duty is to forfeit ond hundred pounds. 

Expenses awarded to be paid to the defendant, in case of 
acquittal, or prosecutor committed. 

Fines imposed by this act, to be levied by distress and . 
sale, and if no goods, offender to be imprisoned till payment. 

I ines to be paid into the hands of the receiver-general. 
Pines on justices, to be recovered by bill, plaint or informa- 
tion in the supreme court. 

^ Prosecutor if not examined as a witness, to have half- 
the penalties^ if he is, the whole to the government. 
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Clerk of the pe^acc to draw the jur} hy hillot. 

Martial law not to interrupt proceedings 
All parties attending these trialSi protected in their 
persons. 

persons maliciously prosecuted, to have redrebs in <!jc 
SU pt’^ipe court 

, JlCpIevius being brought against marshals for slaves, 
be adveHlsed four weejes previous to trials. 

Mortgaged slaves, &c. not to be sent off the nhnd wifli- 
out order of law, under the penalty of one hundred pound* . 

Persons letting houses to slaves, suffering them to huild 
any, permitting them to work without a license , or go whMe 
thev to forfeit twenty pounds, to be recovered bv suin’- 

iiiary process. Half to the king , half to the informer 
Justices to order houses, &c. of slaves to be pulled down, 
under tlic penalty of fifty pounds for neglect or refusal. 

Penalty of one hundred pounds on the provost-marshal, 
if anv person committed under this act Tscape from prison » 

Jn Uv to n^ake provision for the fainiUee of 4 (Uck free ptojjL 
() colour, and of free em oiled in the wh/ia, a 

^haJI /( \illpd 01 dtsahUt^ in the public seriHce,-^{Z^d 
ceniberj 

If persons herein menijoued be killed, their families au* 
to have annuities at discreilCi) of justices and vestry, whica 
are to be paid by re<^iver--g(^^r#lon bis having certificates — 
No annuity to exbeei} fifty ^otinds^ — -If mothers die, ch.ldren 
to have aniiuitic^-tlli sixteen years of age; such pereoiib, if 
disabled, are to have annuities^ not^expeeding seventy pounds, 
whiles they remain in the island^ apd ar^ incapable of militia 
duty. 

I 

jd?> to amend an act paeied in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and Jifly'-cighi, intituled^ Jn Act to asceiiam and 
' establish the boundaries of TreUtwney Town, an4 4o setth 
and allot one thousand acres of land Jor Acctnfyj^^^ Tn n, 
vot. IV. 
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anc/ to ascertain the boundaries thereof^*' and to appoint «?r- 
iain commnswners to sell the lands granted to the TreUmney 
Maroons, with a reservation of so much thereof ai may he 
necessary for the use of the hoops that may he quartered 
there — [Isi May, 1796] 

31 (leo II. cap. 1 ^. The negroes of Trela^ney tpwn 
h iving revolted^ aredetlared to have forfeited their claim to 
.he lands described in the above act. 

Commishioners of board of works appointed comtnis- 
'•loncrs to sell the fifteen hundred acres of land formerly 
allotted to Trelawney town / and two months' notice of the 
sale to be given. 

In case cash or island certificates cannot be obtained from 
the purchapers, credit may be given on security^ and a deposit 
of ten per cent of purchase-money. — Three hundred acres to 
be i^etved for the uSe of his Majesty*& troops. 

The purchasennoncy, dr security for the same, to be 
'lodged in the hands of the^ receiver- general. 

A surveyor to be spfKiiiited^ who is to lay out the land in 
lots of one hundred acres. ' 

Rcceiver-gtncral to have a commission of two and a half 
per cent. 

yin Act to prevent the return to this island of the reheUioui^ 
Maroons of Trelawney Tomii sentenced to ii ansportaiion ; 
and for other puTpQ$es,'^llst May, 179$.] 

The negroes of Trelawne^*’ T^wn hl^tog broke out into 
rebellion^ and been''^ compelled to sue for mercy, are to be 
transpoited from the island) and if they escape from con* 
fmemaiat, or reti^Trom transpprtation, they are to be tried 
by 32 Geo. III. cap. 4. ahd i^^t^evietidn to suffer death. 

Persons aiding them id escape, or harbouring them after 
riicir return, guilty of feldny. 
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Jet to prevent any interconfse and Bommmtiratum between 
^ the 9 lave$ of this island ^ and foteign slav^es of a certain 
descriptions and for jOtker purposes 4th Wnrchy 1799 ] 

All slaves who have resided m St- Domingo, or any otliei 
island^ &q. belong; in ir to, or under government of Prince, 
since ^3(1 August, 1791, to be exported within six month' ^ 
upder penalty of two hundred pounds for each, except su«.h 
as have been certified under 35 G- III- cap or StJ G. Ill 
cap. 19. as well as domestic slaves of French per'^oiis iti 
Kingston or Port-ftoyal, who shall obtain certihcatts. 

No such sls-veb to he sold, niannmised or purchased, ex- 
cept for exportation, under penalty of three hundred pounds 
Former as well as future sales of such slaves declared 
void; except in small numbers from one poison to another 
and these must also be exported. 

After six months, no French slaves, as above described, 
^to be hired, possessed, harboured^ Or entertained in, nor to be 
brought into this island ; and no foreign slaves, as before 
do‘Lnhe(l, to remain in this island; except domestic blave‘> 
having certificates, who may pbtde, and be hired b!c employe ' 
in King^'ton and PortfRoiyd, 

On infprmation, or suspicion of foreign slaves being 
hired^ harboured^ &c, after the time limited by law, any ma- 
gistrate may associate two ^Others with hiitlself, and inquire 
into the grounds thereof; If well founded, may summon 
parties to produee,4il<Jh slayea/^Wd witnesses to give evider o 
respecting them* ^ 

If persons summoned shut their gates, or otherwise pre- 
vent dr evade the service, copy of summons^ affixed to or left 
* at dwelling to be good service, , ^ ^ "fy ^ 

Persons disobeying such orhdhaving contuma* 

( iously before the magistrates, may be committed tu gaol for 
three montbs, 

* Pei sons convicted of hiring or entertaining such slaves, 

» ontrary to law^ to be lined two hundred poum)pr||,fpr each 
slave hired> &c. besides two hundred pounds for eacli iuch 
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bldvo th y refuse neglect to produce before the xnagiBtralfs 
ond to be impnsoiud until hne paid. 

Informer rn iv f»roseLUte, but penalty on conviction to go 
to the public 

On to produce such btture magistrates 

'ivhen summoiud, Wi arrant to be issued lor their apprehension 
Persor o resisting such warrant to forfeit two htindred 

i ojnd‘s 

Peput> inar«!lials making other levies in C’vil causes^ 
lide exef iiliiig such irrants, levies to Jtie void The officer 
l( be luble to all damages, and* on conviction, to be im- 
prisoned for siv months. 

Proceeding; against such si nes declared to be a triminal 
process, and only such desCnptvms as may identify them 
necessary. 

Proscribed slaves produceil before magistrates, or appre- 
hended by warrant, to be committed to gaol until transported, 

I nless proof is made that they are not of such descnpMr)n * 
Justices to issue their order to pro^ost*marsli d to sell 
-nch slaves for transportation. Copy of proetedinp-s, and 
order to be sent to clerk of peace to be record* d Penalty of 
five hundred pounds on gaot-keepers refusing to receive and 
det liu buch slaves 

Provost ni irshal to eaecdtefiuch older of justices as sooa 
as nny be, under penalty of five bundled pounds. Sales to 
})e advertised for two v^eeks* 

Purchasers of such slaves to give bond in five hundred 
puinulb pcnilty, to Import them SVithin thirty days, and to 
keej) them in confinement during that time; bond to be 
lodged in clerk office 

Pure baser to make oath^^b^ i^invcs shall be exported, and 
that ihtvshall not be relaffded * 

No to be delivered until bond taken, and oath made, 
under puialt) of three hundred pounds on provoflt-marbhal, 

< c and it slave lo ind again^ to be forfeited, 

Such slaves going at large, may be apprebende;fi"by nn\ 
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person^ and pn due. proof, resold by order of a magistrate, 
for transportation,' and one moiety of the proceeds to be paid 
to the iid'oroiori 

Foreign persons of eolour or negroes going at large, ex- 
cept on the pr(»poriie^ they belong to (unless i)rotected under 
39<5et>*, in. cap. 30, or by certificate, or under the care of a 
wli^ie^tson conducting them for trarispurtation) to be ap- 
- I^eb^n^d and carried before a magistrate, who is to assoeiatt' 

^ with two others, and take examination ; and unless residc/u.e 
be sanctioned, to commit thena to gaol, and cause tliein to bc‘ 
sold for transportation- 

In such cases where there is doubt, the onus probandi to 
jie on the claimant. 

Slaves formerly transported from this island, already re- 
turned, or who may return thereto, to be treated in all 
respects as proscribed slaves. 

If foreign slaves are found employed m droggera, Ac- 
tin vessel to be seized and condemh^V' 

In such case, the slave$ be Isold for ^^transportritiom 
Ihoviso. Not to extend to vessels in foieign trad^ Or trading 
under free port acts, . 

Foreign seafaring slaves not to go about at large on sliore, 
under pain of being apprehendetl and dealt with as proscribed 
slaves, if of that description. and of being sent to the work-* 
house if they are not. ^ *4 ■ , 

Foreigners pf .|i%fbe 8 exciting sedition, or sus- 

pected thei^of, to be apprehended and committed to gaol for 
trial; <in which the evidence of slaves is to be admitted) and 
if convicted, to suffer death. In doubtful, cases, transporta* 
tion for life.' ^ ;v.' 

Regulations for foreign iu Kingston ami Port 
Royal ; the owners of aufeh, on thirty days from 25th March, 
aniuially, are tp give in their names and descriptions at clerk 
of* peace’s office, and certificates are to be granted them ; to 
be in’ for one year. Slave.^ to be regi.sterecl,^.^^: 

No stamp .duty or fee on certificates ; and if lost, they 
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may be reneveed, paying a fee of two shillings and sixpence 
to clerk of the peace. ^ , 

Clerk of peace to .make return to custos of certificates 
granted annually^ in forty days from ^5th of Mftrch^ which 
is to be transmitted to governof^ under penalty ojt one hun- 
dred poinids^ jbr which he is to receive one hundi^^pdunds 
rcarly, by ail order on receiver-general. ' . 

No foreign domestic slaves to be hired out, but inKin^tbn 
or Poit-lloyal, nor to be sent into the country (in which 
rases, certificate of no avail) nor to be hired on bhard vessels, 
under one hundred pounds penalty. In case of seizure of 
vessel, for having Such slaves, onus probandi to lie on 
claimant. Proviso, Foreign slaves who have never been in . 
St. Domingo, or any other island, &c. belonging to France, 
or to any nation at war with Great Britain since hostilities 
commenced, a&iWell as those who quitted J5t, Domingo, &c. 
before 23d Aii^St, 1791, not affected by this act. 

Persons swearing felsely to obtain certificates, guilty of 
perjury. ’ . 

In casi?, of suspicious slaves being brought to be certifi- 
cated, they are to be proceed^ against as proscribed slaves 5 
unless proof is made that they are riot of such description. 
All foreign slaves found in Kingston or, Port-Boyal with- 
out certificates, after 24th Apri}^„to be taken up and examined 
(except seafaring slaves on the jvharfs) and if certificate lost, 
by negligence, owner to ba fined ten ahiJlings, and slaves 
sent to workhouse 5 but if it {ippe'*ra^bat any slave appre- 
hended has not been certificated, thpy are to be proceeded 
against as directed in the case of proscribed slaves. 

(^nsiables/.. fisc, 'wilfully destroying certificates, to be. 
fined twenty pounds. ^ ^ , ‘ ' * 

Governor, by ptodamaiioii^^ may order all , foreign do- 
mestic slaves to be exported, and in ease of non-com pi iance, 
may issue his warrant to provost-marshal to take np and 
confine them. 

Masters of vessels, on arrival, to declare on oath to naval 
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cjflicer, !f slaves on board his vessel olher than the crew, 
and specify particulars in writing. Proviso. Vesbcls from 
the coast of Africa eitcepted. 

/ Masters of vessels neglecting to declare, to forfeit seventy 
' jmunds for each alave found on board ^ to be recovered before 

i-* 

three njf^istrates. Vessel to be detained until fine paid. 

^ plo $laTe to be landed without a permit from naval officer, 
under penalty of two hundred ponnds and six months im- 
prisonment. 

Naval officer to grant. *no such permits under penalty of 
two hundred pounds, unless oath be made by the owner, that 
such slave is not of the descrijjtion before proscribed. 

Persons herein swearing falsely, guilty of perjury. 

On information that permits have been fraudulently ob- 
tained, slaves to be apprehended and proceeded agains^ as 
directed in respect to those proscribed. 

Naval officer to receive a fee of five aliUlings for each 
permit, including the declaration listj’&c. New negroes ex- 
cepted 3 the fee to be paid by the owner. 

Foreign slaves taken in the attempt to be iau4^d, to be 
pnx*eeded with as if found onitbore. 

Indemnity for persons cx^oting this act. Actions ta he 
commenced within six months. General issue may be pleaded. 

Treble costs to defendant, i^^a Verdict in his favour. 

Neglect of duty in agents to incur a penalty of one hun- 
dred pounds. ^ 

Penalties to fee Jtecover^ in the supreme court of jiuhc.i- 
ture, or in the courts of assize, and offenders to be committed 
to gaol till paid. Half to the king, hdlf to the informer. 

S6 Geo. III. cap. 19, repealed. (Mfencei coi^itted 
under it, punishable as before. ^ ** 

/If'? Ait* to authorize and empower the commander-m-dm/ for 
. time being to cause parties to he raised and fitted out 
»0r suppressing anij rebellion, and for going in pursvii of, 
ond reducing runaicay slaver. October , 160?.] 
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r.'o'crnor AuM\ori/.pil, on applicntion^ to order out paftiea 
ni' ridlitia in pursuit of rebellious or runaway slai'es. 

When the exigency of the case requires it, those parties 
uiiiy be drawn from different adjoining parishes. 

inuring rebellion, drafts m^.y be made from the militia in 

• r ■ ' f 

^.^oncral. / 

A bounty of ten pounds to be paid to free volunte^r,t^« 
rUombers of assembly, custos, &c. to* be ComiUissioiiera 
for purposes of this act. * 

They may contract for fresh beef, &c. for parties j and 
nuiy impress cattle, &c. if not to be had by contract. Pro- 
viso, That nothing herein contained shall in »anywise defeat 
or interfere Avith any contract entered into, or to be entered 
into, for the subsistence of his Majesty’s troops quartered in 
this island. 

Commissi oners empowered to raise shot and baggage 
negroes for . parties. Proviso. That the number of the 
slaves which shall be reqtilred from the several and respective 
estates or individuals in any parish, or district of a parisli, 
«hall be in proportion to the whole number belonging to such 
estate or individual. . 

They may also biipress cattle, carts, wains, &c. for the 
public service. ’ ; ; ' > 

Notice to be given, to estates of allotments of slaves^ 
cattle, &c. In case of refusal to furnish allotments, a fine of 

'A ^ r ^ \ 

one hundred pounds to be ijfnpo&ied, ana; a warrant for im« 
pressing to be issued. Provided alwf^y^ that no chief boiler, 
head driver, or tradesman ‘’shall be so impressed. 

Commissioners, may hire; or, on necessity, impress boats, 
wherries, &c. for service. 

O&kers commanding pairties exigency, may impress 
Cfirriagtrs’, cattle. See. giving certiffl^fes thereof to the owners 3 
\\ lifj arc to receive compensation,, to be ascertained. 

. i?luvc3 to be valued, and if killed or disabled, their owners 
to receive adequate compensation 3 to be paid by rfeceiver- 
^cnerHt, on production of certificate. If not paid, to bear 
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interest from iJate, leaves, &c. dying in public service to be 
paid for. 

' Provision' for families of free persona kiiled in public 
service to be made according to the act 36 Geo. HI. cap. 15, 
intituled, ‘*^An Act to luakq jirovision for the families of such 
free people of colour, &c. 'as shall be killed or disabled in 
the'p^biic service.*’ 

Fay pf parties: — commanding officer twenty shillings 
per ditm; other commissioned officers fifteen shillings pa 
diem; non-commissioned, seven shillings and sixpence^ 
private White man five shillings; free Indian, &e. five shil- 
lings 5 each slaire three shillings and sixpence to be paid to 
their owners. 

Pay only while on duty; to be paid to commanding 
officer, on delivering amuster roll and receipt. 

Rewards to parties fur taking or .lulling rebellious 
slaves ; — fifteen pounds for eacli rebellious ^ij^ro, &c, killed ; 
twenty pounds for each taken alive^j .for every runaway 
slave above the age of fourteen, years, the sum of te^ pounds, 
and no more; and forty shillings for every negrp, mulatto, 
or other boy or girl, under fourteen, years of age, which 
such party shall bring in alirc ; slaves killed to be certified 
on oath by the commanding officer or two other officers. 

Rewards divided into six parts : — one among the com- 
missioned officers, five amoiig the non-commissioned and 
privates. The slaV^ to share in the proportion of one 
third leas than free m<^n, and to have the reward for their 
own use. 

Rebellions slave taken to be committed to gaol. 

Commissioned officers to be tried *1^ . a gener^^pourt 
martial, and private men by or regimental court 

martial, according to thell^ffence. . 

Persons drafted suliject to trial for refusing to march. 

Orders of general officers on the staff to be obeyed. 

. Qi^cers, privates and slaves, of parties, free from arrest. 

Commissioners to attest accounts, &c. which being sworn 
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to by claimant^ sue to be audited by comriii'^Moiiers ot ar- 
counts; who may grant certificates for the same> bearing 
interests 

I* 

Commissioners under this act indemnified. 

Acts of $ny two commissioners to be valid. 

Penalty of fifty pounds on commanding ofiSc^r, &c. for 
neglect ot duty. * 

J’ower of colonels to act on emergency not interfered 
w ith. 

Penalties under twenty pounds are to be recovered by 
warrant of distraint j those above twenty pounds in the 
supreme court; half to the king, half to the informer. 

Indemnity to public agents they may plead the general 
issue, and on pioving that they acted according to the act> 
shall have treble coats. # 

An Act for providing a maintenance for people of free condi* 
tion confined for debt, and slaves confined in fhe county 
gaols of this island.-»-[2Bth November, 1807.] 

Two shillings «ind sixpence per diem for maintenance, to 
be allowed to eacli person of free con<^itian confined for 
debt in the gaols of this island, also five shillings per week 
for sla^e^ in confinement. Provided nevertheless, and the 
said gaobkeepor is required, under the like penalty, to fur- 
nish ever\ debtor or slave being sick, with such necessaries 
as the physician or surgeon having the tt^dical superintend- 
ence of such gaol shall direct in writing to be provided ; and 
in order to make compansation to the said gaol- keepers for 
such .«;unis as they shall advance in pursuance of this act^ it 
shall be lawful* fiA them to charge after the rate of six 
popnds per centum per aniiuip on all sums actually advanced 
by ihcni from the time of thd^Vespective advances, and 
Which shall he allowed and paid the said gaol-keepers. 

'n Act repeal several acts therein mentioned respeeti/ig 
slaves, to dccluie slaves assets for payment of debts and 
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ligaciei, (ind in v^hat manner they shall descend and "ke 
held as property^ and be sold and conveyed in certain cases, 
— November y isOT ] 

Whereas on the expiration of a certain act, intituled, 
An Act to- repeal the several acts and clauses of acts re^* 
specting slaves therein mentioned, and for the better order 
and rgcjiVern merit of slaves, and other purposes, tlie several 
acts an|l clauses of acts in and by the said act repealed, will 
revive and be in force. And it is expedient that all the said 
acts and clauses of acts, and also certain other enactments re- 
specting slaves should be and stand repealed, to the end that 
the code for the protection and government of slaves may be 
simplified, «and as much as may be consoliilated ; Be it 
therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted, that from and 
after the first day of December next, all and every the laws 
and acts hereinafter luentioned, and every part thereof, be- 
and stand repealed 5 any thing in the saFtt^laws, or in any 
other law contained, to the contrary in, any any wise notwith- 
standing 5 videlicet, An Act of the gyvernbr, council, and 
assembly of this isUnd> intituled, ^'An Act for/regulating 
servants,’^ passed in the year of our Lord 1681 also one 
other act of the lieutcnant-goternor, council, and assembly, 
intituled, An Act for the better order and govemnoent of 
slaves,” passed in the year of our Lord 1696 ^ Jilso one other 
act, intituled, 'VAn Act fot'^the , iporc effectual punishing of 
crimes committed l)y slaves,** Jfi'assed in the year of our Lord 
17175 also one plher act, intituled, "An Act for the en- 
couragement of voluntary parties to suppress rebellious and 
runaway negroes,” passed in the%eat of our Lord 1718 j 
also one other act,. intituled, " An Act . to inflict 
other punishments on the trapsgresfsors of two.sev^Mii acts, 
the one intituled, ' Ah A^ffor the better order and govern- 
ment of slaves,* and the other intituled, ^ An Act to prevent 
the enticing or enveigliug of slaves from the possessors, and 
for thp preventing the transportation of slaves by mortgagers 
ind' tenants for life and years ; ami for regulating abuses 
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committed by slaves* ** pas<ierf in the year of our LoW 172 ^ 
also one other act to repeal part of ati act, intituled, An 
Act for the more etFectual punishment of crimes committed 
by slaves, ami to oblige the several parishes to p ly for all 
negroes exemted in each respective pinsh/’ pasted in the 
yearot our Lord 1740, dso one otnei att, intituled^ An 
Act lo explain nnd amend an Act, intituled, Ai| Act for 
the hetti order and government of shoes and for making 
fret and rew irding a negro named Hector, beU''u‘ 5 ing to 
Thom 1 ulltr, esquire, and pa}nig said master the 
value of the said lugro*'* p^i d i *ht year of out Lord 
1744, ilso ono orher acL mtita’ < “ \u \ct to mflict 

furtlui* and otlur pi* op lui \ slaves, md uHi 

as Shall enUii i i ^l m j i -l I i the >tnr ol our. Lord 

1749 , also one otln i ic to n 1 v act, intituled, An 
Aftt to re| < al pait of in act, mtitiiltd, ‘ An Act for the more 
effectual punishment of uini< ^ committid by «laves, aiid fo 
obliire the everal parishes to p ly for all negroes evcc ited in 
each lespective parish^’ ’* passed in the said y ,\i oi Loid 
1740 , a'eo^ ** An Act to pi event the clandtstine killmg and 
marking of cattle, and for the better rf^nlaling of hunting/* 
passed in the sud ytar of our Lord 1/19, .dso one other 
,ntituled, An Act to explain part of an act, intituled, ‘ An 
Act for the better order and govern incnl Ot slaves, and for 
influting tuither ana other punishments on persons killing 
Tiegmes or '.live*, * \ ism i mi the yenjf of^ our Lord 1751, 
also I lie other act, iniitulcd, An AM ta remedy the evils 
arising from irregular a^stniblies of ^slaves, and to prevent 
their posbessiug armsancftijiimunUion, and going ftom place 
to plac^ without and for preventing the practice of 

obeah, and to restrain oveiseeis f|om leaving the estates 
under their care on certain day^and to oblige ^all free 
nctrroes, iriulattos or Indiana, to register their names in the 
itestry- hooks ot the lespective parisheb of thi^ island, ^nd to 
oarry about thun the certificate, and wear the badge oftfteir 
freedom , and to prevent any captain, master or supercargo 
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of any, vessel bringing bai^^ilaves transported off tjhis 
island^"* passed in the year of pSr Lord 17^0; also one other 
act, intituled,* An Act to explain and ameiifl an act, iati- 
,: ^ied, ^ An Act to remedy the evils a.^'ising from irregular as- 
semblies of slaves/ and to prevent their possessing arms And 
ammunition, a1hd. going from place to place without tickets, 
and, fOif> preventing the practice of obeah, and to restrain 
overseers from leaving the estates under tlreir care on certain 
days, and to oblige all free negroes, mulattos or Indians, to 
register tlieir names in the vestry-ebooks of the respective 
parishes of this, island, ’and to carry about them the certifi- 
cate, and wear the badge of their freedom j and to prevent 
any enptain. master oi supercargo of any vessel bringing 
back slaves transported off this island/* passed in the year of 
our Lord 1761 ; also one otlier act, intituled, An Act to 
repeal an act, intituled, ' An Act for the rnur^ effectual pre* 
venting negroes and other slaves from desbitthig from* their 
owners, .inrl departing from this island in a.plandestine man* 
ner, and to punish such persons as shall be aiding, asskting 
or alK^tting .such slaves, in their escape, and for the more 
effectual preventing negroes and other slaves from deserting 
from their ovviiers, and departing from this island in a clan- 
destine manner, -and to punish such persons as shall be 
aiding, assisting or abetting ^uch slaves in their escape,’ 
passed in the year of our t 4 jVd l 77 l 3 also one other act, 
passed in the ) ear of 9 ,ur Lord 1778, intituled, An Act to 
explain, alter antf il^iend an act, passed in the year of our 
Lord 16*96, intituled,^^ * An Act for the belter order and g6- . 
^ vernnient of slaves / ’* and also one other act, intituled, ^^Ati ' 
Act, to repeal several acts and clause3^^.,,0f acts resui^cting 
slaves, and for the ’better order and^ government of 'Staves, 
and for oiher purposef/^l^ttised tli^ twenty-second day of- 
December, in the year of pUr Lord 1787 

Slaves not to be free by becorning Christians ; thtey are 
to be;|^^en for debts when no other effects can be got. 

children stand in the parents situation : provided 
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ne(^ertbeles4, that nothing ilause shall estteiuf^ or be 

construed to extend, to leased heretofore made^ any thing iti 
thia or any other act to the contrary in anywise notwith- 
standint^v, 

8 Gill III Cap clause 40 in last i^Ccited tict to be con* 
aidered as in full force^ it havidg been made ftdd by mis* 
take ^ 

iilaves for dower may taken for 
sale of ])is slaves to bar tfae^idow. 

Hooks to be kept, wherein entries must be made of slaves 
bought and sold Substance of the entries, which shall con- 
firm titles , but such entries not to be effectual to transfer 
slaves of a femme covert. Erasure of entries to be punished 
like erasure of records , also a clerk reteing to make entry 
when legal fee tendered, to forfeit ten pounds. 

/or the protection, suUibting, clothing, and/or the heU 
ter Older, r^ulat^n, and government (jf slater, and/or 
other purp0(»€8.^£l4th December, 1809.] 

Slaves to be allowed one day in every fortnight, besides 
Sundays, except during crolpy* tinder penalty of twenty 
pounds 

Negro grounds to be inspected every month. Where 
there are not proper lands, each slave }$ to have provision 
equal to three shillings and fourpCnq^ per yreek. 

Pioper clothing to be given to slktus annually, under 
penidty of fifty pounds^ y 

Yearly accounts to be given iir of the provision made for 
anti cjothing ;^deUyered to slaves, under ^pepalty of ftfty 

Possessors Of starts hot to account of 

inflrinitv, but keep tbetn on tbeir {iropertles, and proude for 
thein> under penalty of ttfcnty pounds. Wandering slaves 
may be taken up and sent lb thi Workhouse to be su|i|ibned, 
till possessor gammoned, and^ matter inquired into. If pos* 
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sesdor found guilty and refu^P^ pay penalty^ workhou$e 
fees, &c. he is to be seht to g^^tiU he pay. 

Justices and Testries to lajr bxes for support of disabled 
negroes, who ate to be passed to the parishes where their 
former owners resided, as are those free poor who have been 
manunjiised- Vestries to make regulations for their accom^ 
modaiioh^ , i ^ * 

Ilf of manumised persims becoming btirthensome 

to any ^rish, such parish may h^ve ^course to the security- 
bond entered into under 15 Geo^ 111. cap. IB. ^ 

Property of owners liable for support of deserted slaves, 
though not in the parish they bectnne burthensome to.* ' 
Disabled slaves, the property of insolvent debtot^, in 
custody of provost marshal, may be removed by order of two 
magistrates in the parish where^helr own^r resided. Such 
order being recorded in clerk of 'peace's office, provost mar*^ 
shal and his deputies indemnified in acting tfljder it. 

If negroes afflicted with the yaws are ajilowed^ to leave the 
property and travel about the country, the owner, per- 
mitting the same to forfeit twenty pounds fOr each. * 

Field slaves at^ to htwe ludf an hour for breakfast, and 
two hours for dinner, and not to work before five nor after 
seven, except during crop, under penalty of fifty pounds. 
Slaves to be allowed the dsual holidays ^ but they are not 
^ to have two successive days; except at Christmas. If per- 
sons allow them fflbre holidays at those seasons, they forfeit 
five pounds. K*/ ^ 

Slaves taking up hinaways, or disdbveripg their being 
harbtpiredt are to ba rewajrded at discretion of a magistrate. 

kill or take rebeJ# they are to be ei$i^ rewarded.^ , 

^ Persons wllfuily killing dayes to'^suifer death, "isiood 
not corrupted ^her^y. '' ^ 

Persons mutilating slavbi, or,, consenting thjbrbto, may be 
fined one hundred pound* and^^im^sofied twelve .nifdnths, 
besidej^ipg liable to an altibii damages. Court may in 
atrociyj^ casi^ Itiinumit mUtilhted slaves, s^d order the 
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penally to paid to ve6tr3^fho t^o allow the slaves ten 
4 pomidaj^^annuro. Slaves ci^mplaUung to a magistrate may 
^ be se^ t^ythe ^orkhouse> tp be sp^ofted and ^ttenj|edUU 
jineeting of veotryj who are hereby cri^te^ a council of pro- 
and are to inquire i^to such mutil^ttona^ and pro- 
aeeU.tc the offenders, Owners may be sued for COSt^. Work- 
house keeper tq p/o^pqe t)^JIIttlated slaves at fibst Vpafry under 
]>enaUy of twenty pounds. ^ f 

Justices being informed that slaves are mutHa^a (Jp* con- 
fined withoi^t^ support, are tp issue jtbeir warrants, ih order 
that^they may be brought before them* 

Piersons cruelly beating slaves^ or confining them without 
supptft!t> tpay be 0 ned and imprisoned at discretion of the 
cpujttj and aLo be liable to actions of damages. 

No slave to have more than ten lashes at a time for one 
unless the owner, &c. or supervisor, &e. be present, 
nor more Jhan thlrty-iTiihc on any account in one day, under 
penalty of^^^ot l^s than tap pounds nor more than twenty 
Pou;k}s. 

£eoaUy of from five pounds to fifty pounds on persons 
putting weights or chains om^lares, pr iron collars, other 
than a light iron one wijthout books, to indicate that such 
slave is an incorrigibly, runaway. Justices under penalty of 
one hundred pounds to havpa^ch collar^* taken off. 

No slave to travel (unless to market) without a ticket> 
under penalty of forty shillings on the pwner &c. if he can- 
not jucivy b# ticket,^q|that^lihp alaya^went with- 

out bia consent. lif ju|ticea do^^not infiict thiy penalty, they . 
forfeit five pounds, % ^ 

Jicketf jto ^ 9 «)diyyfor montl^ Jgee , 

tickets tq sl^vcs^of 0 (^e» the epv^t slinU 

direct White people doing ie ptthUhed at dis- ^ 

crction oT Ihg court. ,» i, ■ , 

^ ^ ^ i 

renalty of fifty poUildd for Mt to suppie^s 

unlawful assemblies of alaVes. t Informaiioh. uiust eii 
\\ ithin fourteen days. Civil and military offitnejs to. css 
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such assemblies. Overseers^ tic. who suffer such assemblies 
to be imprisoned six months ; if information given within 
fourteen days. Slaves may have diversions on the proper- 
ties they belong to^ if no drums^ &c. are usedj but they 
must be over by ten at night. Negro burials to be over by 
sunset, or owner, &c. forfeits fifty pounds. Burials in the 
towns, &c. must also be over before sunset. Free people 
suffering assemblies at their houses to be imprisoned 5 if 
complained of in fourteen days. 

Owners, &c. of slaves knowingly permitting them to 
keep horses, &c. to forfeit thirty pounds for each offence. 
When stock given in, oath to be made that none of the 
horses, &c. belong to any slave, under penalty of thirty 
pounds for neglect or refusal. Any person discovering 
horses, &c. belonging to slaves, must send them to the 
pound. Such horses, &c. to be fotkr weeks advertised, and 
sold, if n5t claimed. 

Female slaves w^o have six children living are exempted 
from hard labour, and their owners from taxes for them ^ 
proof being given that the mother and children are living. 

Slaves concerned in ^^ellion, or committing murder, 
&c. to suffer death, transportation, &c. 

If slaves oflfer violence to white or free people, court to 
order punishment; un^ss sufficient reason shewn. ^ 

Slaves possessing hre-arms are to be tried and punished 
l>y death, transportation, or other punishment. 

Slaves pretending to supernatural power may be sen- 
tenced to death, &c. Slaves preparing or giving poison, 
though death does not ensue, are to suffer death. Slaves 
having any poisonous drugs, pounded glass, &c. in their 
possession, to be transported, or punished at the discretion 
of the court. 

Slaves found at^any meeting, formed for administering 
unlawful oaths, &c. are to be punished as court sh^ direct, 
as are tvhite or free people present at such meeting. Pei < 
aons having knowledge of such unlawful meetings, and nor 

VOL. IV. 
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giving information thereof, to be punched at discretion ot 
court. 

Slaves stealing horned cattle, sheep, horses, &c. may be 
condemned to death. If slaves have in their possession 
twenty pounds of meat unaccounted for, they are to be 
whipped not exceeding thirty-nine lashes 5 and if abo^e 
twenty pounds, justices to assign punishment not affectiiu. 
life. 

Slaves maiming or injuring horned cattle, horses. See, to 
be punished with fifty lashes, or two months hard labour 5 
and If the animal die, the punishment to he death, trans- 
portation, or confinement to hard labour for life. Wantonly 
cutting and chopping any other slave, discretionary punish- 
ment, short of death 3 second offence death, or transporta- 
tion for life. 

Slaves clearing their grounds by fire shall be punished for 
tnisdemeanor. Overseers, &c, having knowledgi tha^ any 
fire has been made for such purpose, and not doing their 
utmost to extinguish it, to be fined at discretion of two 
justices. 

Slaves absent five day|, or found eight miles from home 
without tickets, to be deemed runaways. 

Slaves who have been here two years, and shall run i^way 
for six months, to be punished as ^ the court shall direct. 
ITjosc who continue absent for a shorter period, not more * 
than six months, to be flogged, or kept to hard labour for 
three months. Slaves harbourinf^^ runaways to be adjudged 
by a slave court. Ownd^s, Sec. to pay ten shillings and mile- 
money for cach^ runaway taken up, but this not to be given 
to the Maroons in addition to the established reward for 
them. Runaways to be conveved to owners, or to a worV 
house or nearest gaoL Workboinse pr gaol-keeper to pav 
reward and mile-money under penalty. Workhouse or gaol- 
keeper to advertise weekly, in each county, all runaways in 
their posseSi.ion, and fuH descriptions of them, under penalty 
of ten pounds. Charges ibr^ shillings and fourpeUce for 
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eaclf pap^r per month, which owners are to reimburse. 
Printers’ accounts to be paid annually by treasurers. Slaves 
may be detained till advertising is paid for, as well as the 
reward, with twelve and half per cent. Sixpence per day 
for maintenance, twopence per day for medical care where 
necessary, which charges must be attested. The owner of a 
slave shall not be answerable for workhouse fees during the 
slave's committal. Slaves in confinement to have sufficient 
provisions, under penalty of ten pounds ; that is to say, not 
less than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or 
three pint#* of the fltmr or meal of either, or three pintsi of 
wheat flour, or eit^ht full-grown plantains, or eight pounds 
of cocoas or yams, and also one herring or shad, or other 
salted provisions equal thereto, and shall also, under the 
like penalty, provide and supply every such slave, confined 
^ as aforesaid, with ^ood and sufficient clothing where neces- 
sary. • 

Public notice to be given by supervisors, &c. of replevins, 
Ac. brought against them for slaves in the workhouse. If 
any person give notice to supervisors, Ac. of an intention to 
defend such actions, supervisors must detain in custody the 
slaves in dispute under penalty. 

Runaways to be committed to workhouses only. 

Slaves attempting; to depart this island, or assisting 
o tilers la such attempts, may be sentenced to death. Free 
iicople of colour assisting slaves in going ofiF, are to be trans- 
ported, and suffer death if they return. Jf white people 
do so, they forfeit three hundred pounds for each, and may 
be imprisoned a year. Accessaries may be proceeded against, 

■ though principals be not convicted. 

If slaves, not authorized, travel with dogs, Ac, or hunt 
with instruu.enls of death, punishment may be awarded by 
two justices. On complaint of felonies, burglaries, Ac. by 
slaves, justice to issue a warrant. Slaves to be evidence 
against each other. Justices to call in two other justices, 
(who ttmit attend, or each forfeit^ tv^enty iwunds) and they , 



APPENDIX* 


arc to summon a jury, from which master or attorney, ike. 
are excepted. Jurors not attending to forfeit five pounds. 
Nine person*? to compose a jury. If slaves convicted, justices 
may give sentence of death, transportation, &c. Justices 
may suspend execution for thirty days, if they see cause; 
and must do it on application of the jury; except in cases 
of rebellion, when they may order immediate execution 
When business of quarter session ended, justices to forni 
themselves into a slave court, for the purpose of gaol de- 
livery. Not less than three justices to constitute a court for 
trial of slaves in certain cases. Where slaves are indicted 
for murder, if malice prepense do not appear, verdict of 
manslaughter mdly be returned. Jurors summoned for 
quarter sessions must serve in slave courts, under penalty of 
five pounds Penalty of ten pounds on persons warned to 
attend trials and neglecting to do so. Jurors, witnesses, 
&c. under this act, protected in their persons^ and slaves 
from being levied on. Records to be kept by clerk of the 
peace, who must attend trials, and record proceedings in 
thirty days, under penalty of twenty pounds. Deputy mar- 
shals must warn jurors, and attend at such trials, under 
penalty of fifty pounds. Punishment on slaves for giving 
false evidence, to be the same as the accused would have 
suffered if guilty. If slaves, against whom warrants arc 
issued, are concealed by owners, &c. they forfeit one hun- 
ffred pounds. Six days notice of trial to be given to owners, 
Sed of slaves. Where owners re«’de in a different parish to 
that in which their slaves may have Committed offences, and 
are to be tried, the notice to be transmitted to the clerk of 
the peace of the parish where the owner resides. Execution 
must be public and solemn* Slaves sentenced to be executed 
or transported to be valued by the court. Provost marshal 
must execute orders of slave-courts as soon as possible, under 
alty of two hundred pounds. Valuation of slaves s^n- 
;ced to death, &c. under this act, to be paid by receiver- 
" general. Purchaser^) of slaves sentenced to transportation to 
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give bond in five hundred pounds penalty to transport them 
in thirty ^ays. Bond to be lodged in clerk of peace’b office. 
Purchasers to make oath that slaves shall be transported, and 
that they shall not be relanded. No slave to be delivered 
until bond taken and oath made, under penalty. Suoh sla\es 
.going at large may be apprehended by any person, and on 
due proof resold. If slaves return from transportation, they 
are to suffer death. Masters of vessels bringing back trans- 
ported slaves to forfeit three hundred pounds for each, and 
suffer imprisonment at the discretion of the court. Slaves 
sentenced to confinement in workhouse for two years, es- 
caping, may be ordered fifty lashes and recommitted . and 
those sentenced for life escaping, may be transported. If 
jiiarshal, constable, &c. suffer them to escape, they forfeit 
fifty pounds and may be sued for their value. Fees of slaves 
discliarged by proclamation to be paid by the public, proof 
being given that they were properly maintained. Gaol- 
keepers not to work out slaves sent to them for confinement, 
under penalty of fifty pounds. Two justices may inquire 
into inferior crimes, giving notice to owners, &c. of slaves, 
and order punishment. Clerks of peace to attend such sum- 
mary trials, under penalty of fifty pounds for which they are 
to be paid one pound six shillings and eightjicnce Justices 
to enforce this act as well during martial law as at other 
limes 

Penalties not before disposed of, under fifty pounds to be 
recovered by summary process j above fifty-pounds in t^ie 
oupreme courts. Half to the parish ^ half to the informer. 
Proceedings to be commenced within twelve months. Of- 
. fences committed under formelr act may be heard, tried, &c. 
as if it were still ip force. 

Act io enable persons of colour, and negroes of free cowdi- 

iton, to save deficiencies for their own slaves, and for the 
* slaves of each other.-^[4th December, 1813.] 

53 Geo. III. cap. *2,7^ clause 4, repealed. 



APPENDIX. 


Pcr'ons of colour, or negroes of free condition, allowed 
to keep, hire, or employ persons of the same free condition, 
Agreeably to the number of slaves they po^ssess, and accord- 
ing to the scale and proportion of the above act, notwith- 
standing any thing in the said act contained. 

They are to save deficiencies for themselves, or for others, 
111 all cases wherein white persons are allowed by the above 
act to do so. 

In all other cases not herein mentioned, all duties, &c. 
and forms, mutatis mutandis, to be considered applicable to 
such persons. 

This act to be in force until 3 . 1 st December, 181 G. * 

• 

An Act to repeal several acts, and tfte clause of an act oj tins 
island, respecting pei^ons of fiee condition^ and for grants 
ing to suck persons certain privileges •— Dec. ISIS.J 

Cl Geo. II. cap. 7 } 2 Geo. III. cap. 85 36 Geo. Hi. cap. 
235 and C 5 Geo. III. cap. I7, clause 1 , repealed. 

Persons of free condition born in this island or manu- 
mised pursuant to law, and baptized, permitted to give evi- 
dence in future in the courts of this island; but not unless 
baptized six months previously to give evidence, and manu- 
mitted twelve months previously. 

All persons of free condition, in the several parishes of 
this island, to give in their names and places of abode, and 
' certificates to be granted them. Such certificates, or the 
record thereof, to be considered good proof of lieedom. 

Persons of free (i^ndition committing perjury to be 
punished agreeably to the laws of Great Britain. 

Droggers "flying round the island maybe navigated by 
persons of free condition, or slaves, but the master to be 
i atiTC subject of free condition. ’ ’ 

/ * 

At j/^to enable the justices nnd vestry of the several parishes 

this island to fit out parties qf confidential slaves.--^[4t/i 
Dseemherj 1813 ] 
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On representation of justices and vestry of any parish, 
p^overnor empowered to authorize them to hire and fit out 
parties of confidential slaves to go in pursuit of runaways, 
and to appoint officers thereto. 1 here must be at least one 
white, person with every twenty negroes. Such officers and 
non-commissioned officers to be appointed by warrant under 
hand of custos or senior magistrate ; and they are to be jiaid 
agreeably to the rate allowed by 48 Geo. III. cap. 4. Be- 
sides their pay and hire, such parties are to be allowed the 
like rewards as are granted by the above act. All slaves 
going on such parties are to be valued and appraised j and 
if any be killed, the ov^ nor to be allowed such value ; and if 
any disabled, adetpiate compensation to be given. Tax to be 
levied on each paiish for defraying the above expenses^ but 
nothing in this act to interfere with the Party Law or Mi- 
litia Law. Jn case two parishes join to fit out parties, officer 
whos6 warrant is of the oldest date is to have the command. 

An Act for rendeiing more effectual two certam acts <?/* this 
hland, rc^peciuig foreign staves and foreigners of a certain 
dfsn ipiion ; one passed in the ijear one thousand seven hun* 
died and ninely-nin^, and the other passed in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and one. — November, 1814.] 

39 Geo. III. cap. 29 j 41 Geo. III. cap. IJ, are the two 
acts alluded to. 

Additional declaration to be made by aliens on their ar- 
rival in this island. Jn the event of refusal, or making false 
declaration, to be tried, and committed to gaol, to wait the 
pleasure of the governor. 

Aliens to produce the certificate of the naval officer before 
a justice of the peace ; and in Kingston before the corporate 
body, within twenty-four hours after obtaining the samej 
and permission to reside in the parish is to be granted them, 
if no good cause to the contrary. Governor may^^er off 
llie island any alien offending herein. 

In the event of there not being a proclamation in force. 
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iriasters of vessels not to su&r persons to land before the ar-* 
rival of the ship in port, under penalty of one hundred pounds 
for each alien ; and jf the alien land M^ithout his consent, he 
shall report it to the naval ofTicer or his deputy, under forfei- 
ture of one bundled pounds. 

Aliens are to appear with their certificates once a year 
berore the justice of the peace, and in Kingston before the 
corporate body, under penalty in casp of refusal of being 
committed to gaol. 

Captains commanding companies or troops of militia, or 
aliens enlisting, must return their names and residences, ike, 
+0 the colonel, under penalty of ten pounds 

Persons having aliens in their employ or resident with 
them must give In an account of them to police officer (if m 
Kingston), and to clerks of peace in other parishes, under 
penalty of one hundred pounds : and those employing any 
in future must, witliin fourteen days, make a return of them 
under the aame penalty. The like notice to be given on 
aliens quitting their employment or residence. 

Fee to the police officer and clerks of peace to be two 
and sixpence, and jienalty if they neglect to enter such re- 
turn», to be five pounds. Punishment on masters of vessels 
neglecting to comply with the regulations contained in the 
act of 41 Geo. III. cap. 17, shall be imprisonment for three 
months, and the penalty imposed by that act. Negroes, &c. 
from St Domingo found here, without a license from the 
governor, to be deemed persons of a dangerous description 
Twenty pounds reward persons apprehending them and to 
witnesses. ^ 

Governor empowered to order search to be made for 
aliei^^ and to apprehend, secure, and send them off the island, 
if necessary for public safety. iJnder such orders of the go- 
vernor, persons may command access for search by force. 
Officers, &c. of militia disobeying such orders, to be tried by 
a court martial. Persons sent off the island under this act, 

1 to suffer death if they return. Expenses incurred to be paid 
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by the receiver-general, after being audited by the commis-^ 
sioners of public accounts. Owners, &c. of drogging vessels 
carrying aliens or foreign slaves from one port to another ♦ 
without a passport, to forfeit seventy pj 3 uncls for cacli. This 
act to be in force until 31st December, 1817- 

Aji Act for the moie particular return of i^lai^es in this islnufl^ 
and the enrolmejxi thereof — November, 191 C.] 

Propriojtors to return perfect lists of slaves, according to 
an annexed schedule, with a particular description of name, 
person, &c. &c- Runaway slaves, within the last three years, 
to be described and marked as runaway. But no tenant or te- 
Hants, by parole only, of slaves, to be bound to make a return, 
utiless the person of whom they hire shall be an absentee, or 
unrepresented in the island liy attorney or agent. Schedules 
to be delivered on application, and payment of not exceeding 
fivepence a sheet. Returns to be verified on oath 5 only af- 
firmation if a quaker. Returns to be renewerl every third 
year, and increase or decrease specified; same proviso as in 
the first chause with respect to tenants. 

Slaves belonging to the crown, and employed about the 
person of the governor, shall be made and verified on the 
oath of the governor’s private secretary, or lieutenant-gover- 
nor, under penalty of one hundred pounds. 

No clerk of vestry, under penalty of five hundred pounds, 
to r^eceive any return, either original or triennial, after the 
twenty-eighth of September in the year of each return ; ex- 
cept when it shall appear on oath to the satisfactipn of the 
justices and assembled vestry, that the neglect or delay in 
giving in the return arose from inadvertence or unavoidable 
cause. Clerk of the vestry to indorse on the retifrn the date 
of its being filed with him* Returns to be considered as 
public records, and if injured by the negligence of the clerk 
of the vestry he shall forfeit one hundred pounds. Clerks of 
the vestry, under penalty of five hundred pounds and inca- 
pacity of holding office, shall cause returns to be copied. 
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make affidavit to the correctness of the copy, and cause copy 
to be delivered at the office of the secretary of the island* 
Secretary of the governor to deliver to the governor, for 
transmission to his Majesty’s secretary of state, the certified 
copy of the returns under penalty of five hundred pounds. 
Extracts from the original returns to be received as legal 
evidence. A hundred pounds penalty for every slave not re- 
turned j penalty to be recovered in the supreme court; half 
to the prosecutor, half to the crown. Also owners so neg- 
lecting to be proceeded against, as and for an importation of 
slaves contrary to the abolition Jaws ; but may plead, and 
give proof to the contrary. If judgment be had for the 
crown, order shall be made for the delivery over of the slave, 
who shall be disposed of as if imported contrary to the abo- 
lition law. 

Secretary to be paid by the public, for recording authentic 
copies of return<5 at the rate which he is entitled to charge 
for recording the deeds, as also shall the vestry clerk. In- 
dividuals to pay for extracts. Time for making return may 
be extended, when previously passed by through inadver- 
tence, on petition to the governor. Proceedings against de- 
faulters may be stayed, before judgment passed, on the 
j.ctitioner paying the costs of all parties. False oaths or 
affirmations to be punished as perjury. Penalties, the re- 
covery of which is not provided for, to be recovered in the 
supreme couit j one half to the king, the other to the in- 
former. All returns, paper^?, &c. made necessary by tlie act. 
to be exempt from stamp duty. 

An Act in furtherance of the abolition laws uithin thus island^ 
— [I9th Decemhef, 1816.] 

Importation of slaves declared unlawful since the passing 
of the British abolition acts. No property can be had in any 
slave since imported. Any person wilfully keeping a slave 
unlawfully imported shall forfeit one hundred and forty 
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pounds currency, and be imprisoned not exceeding twelve 
months. 

Justices of the peace, upon information verified 
by affidavits of credible witnesses, may, in conjunction 
with two other justices, summon the party accused before 
them, and command them to produce the slave or skives 
respecting whom the information is laid, and if the charge 
be found to be true the slave shall be forfeited. Summon^ 
affi)ced at the gate, or left at the dwelling-house, shall bt* 
valid, where it cannot be j)ersonally served. Persons re- 
fusing to appear on siiriiinons, may be apprehended on wai- 
rant. On the slav^in question not beiiig produced, justice^ 
shall issue warrant to bring him before them. Gates may be 
broken open by the officers on refusal to deliver up the 
African said to be illegally imported. Penalty of one hun- 
dred and forty pounds on persons resisting the officers. 
Process to be considered as a criminal one. Parties who arc 
})roceeded against may appeal to the governor, to whom* 
justices must transmit' copies of the proceedings. Witnesses 
not appearing when summoned shall forfeit fifty pounds 
Witnesses while attending or coming to attend, or returning, 
to be protected from arrest. Witnesses refusing to be ei. ■ 
amiiied on oath, to be imprisoned, not exceeding tlirof 
months j or prevaricating, shall be subject to the usual pe- 
nalty of the law for such offeree. Justices of th»' ])eacc to 
certify condemnations to the governor. 

After the passing of this act, no negro arriving in any 
ship or vessel to land without a permit in writing from the 
naval officer or his deputy, except such seafaring negroes are 
bona fide employed as mariners on board, 'on pryn, if free, r* 
’'oing committed to gaol for three months, and, if not free, 
of being sent to the public workhouse for three months, i'v: 
tlie purpose of further proceedings in their behalf as shall 
seem expedient. Master of vessels arriving shall declare on 
oath, and also give in a list, of what negroes he may have 
on board 5 and on refusal, shall be subject to a penalty of one , 
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hundred and forty pound*?. Same penalty and twelve motitha 
imprisonment, for any master of vessel landing a slave with- 
out a permit in writing irona the naval officer or his deputy. 
Perjury in any master to swear falsely in this respect, Naval 
officer entitled to ten shillings for each permit. Naval officer 
not to grant permit, under penalty of one hundred and foijty 
pounds, before master lias made declaration on oath. 

ill case of an attempt to 'land slaves fraudulently from 
any vessel, it shall be lawful for any person to seize the slave 
and carry him before a justice, who, with two others, on the 
fact of clandestine landing being Ootaldished, shall declare 
the slave forfeited to the crown. For ^cry African so con- 
demned a reward of fifty pounds shall be paid to the in- 
former. 

Any person sued for acts done lu pursuance of this act, 
may plead tlie act, give it in evidence, and in case of a ver- 
dict, shall have treble costs. No writ shall be sued out 
against, or copy of process served on,* any justice of peace, 
or person acting under his directions, for any thing done in 
pursuance of tins act, until notice in writing is previously 
given to him, indorsed by plaintiff’s attorney 5 and no evi- 
dence shall be given but wliat is contained in the notice* 
Treble costs to defendant on a verdict being given for him. 

All public officers refusing or neglecting to perform 
the duties imposed by the act shall forfeit fifty pounds, in 
cases where no penalty is provided by other clauses of the 
act. Justices may commit to gaol, for penalties recoverable 
before them, till penalttes be paid. All penalties, the mode 
of recovering which is not specified, shall be recovered in the 
supreme court of judicature, or court of assize, and no 
essoign, protection, &c, Ac, Ac# shall be granted, or non vnH 
ulterius prosequi be entered. 
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An Act to pievent slaves from selling sugar, rum, molasses, 
syrups, cants, gane sugar. Live stock, butcher's meat, and 
other things: also, from carrying off this island live stock 
and butcher's meat, without tickets Jrom the owners or mana- 
gers, — \\Uh February, 1796*3 

Slaves forbidden to sell any things without a ticket from 
under the hand of the slave owner, except fire- wood, grass^ 
vines, herbs, pulse, grain, roots, food made of roots, crjibs, 
‘^ea-fish, and the slave’s own particular manufacture. Tickets 
to specify the name and quality of the thing to be sold, and 
to be valid only one day. Property under the value of six 
shillings, offered by a slave without a ticket, may be seized 
and converted to his own use by any white person. When 
property above the value of six shillings, the slave to be de- 
livered to the provost marshal, or his deputy, or the keeper 
of the coipmon gaol, blave to be delivered to his owner 
with the goods, on the owner paying six shillings. Slaves 
may be punished, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, for sell- 
ing without a ticket. Slaves selling sugar, cane-liquor, &c. 
&c. &c. without a ticket, to receive thirty-nine lashes. Per- 
sons buying ma} be indicted receivers of stolen goods, 
mdependent of a penalty of twenty pounds. 

No master or commander of a boat or vessel shall take 
*on board any live stock or butcher's meat, or live stock to 
be transported to another place, without a ticket, under 
penalty of twenty pounds. 

Persons giving slaves a ticket in the owner or manager’s 
name> without their consent, to forfeit twenty pounds. Per- 
sons taking property from a slave which he is allowed t(^ 
^cll, or having a ticket, to be fined twenty pounds, — part of 
the fine to satisfy the slave for his loss, the remainder to the 
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poor of thfe parish. Nothing in this act, however, to affect 
any thing in aq act of the 11 Geo. II. anti Of the 4 Geo. I. 

Where no ^^hite evidence can be obtained against an> 
while offender under this the presumed offender must 
pay tile jjcnalty, or clear himself upon oath. 

hiiies to be levied by distress and sale? and if the fine be 
not paid in three days the goods to be sold. Overplus, de- 
ducting charges, to be paid to the offender. Penalties, half 
to the king, lialf to the informer. Where no effects, the de- 
linquent to be imprhsoned for three months. Treble costs to 
defendants obtaining a verdict when prosecuted for executing 
this act. Act to continue in force seven years, and till the 
end of the sitting assembly. 

Alt Act for the encouragement oj smh negroes and opier slaves 
as shall behave them<ielv€S courngeousbj against the enemy 
in time oJ invasion, — [li/i June, 1795.] 

Every negro who in time of uivasion shall courageously 
conduct himself, and behave with fidelity to his master, so as 
to distinguish himself, shall be rewarded either with freedom, 
or a sum of money, as the council and assembly may deem 
proper. 

Every negro, so emancipated, shall be valued on oath by 
two freeholders, and the valuation shall be paid to the mas- 
ter by the public treasurer, and if at the time there shall not 
be sufficient money to pay the same, the master shall receive 
eight per cent, per annum interest, till the principal is paid. 

Every negro killed^ shall be paid for by the treasury. 
Such as are maimed in action shall be made free, and receive 
live pounds annually, during life, from the treasury. 
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in Alt for raising a tax of Jifieeti shillings per poll on all 
9iegro and other slaves, and six pounds per centum on the 
year If/ value of all houses, warehouses, stores, shops, and 
ien( merits within the several towns of this island, to be a/)-* 
piled for and towards the purchase of a certain number of 
negroes and other slaves for the use qf the public of this 
island; and for directing and appointing in tohat manner 
such negro and other slaves shall be employed, — [^lOlh jDc- 
cemher, 1789 .] 

A hundred and twenty slaves to be purchased tor the 
fortifications of the island. Each owner to have the power 
of selling one slave on this occasion. Slaves to be solely 
employed on the fortifications. Commissioners, or any three 
of them, to enquire into the employment of the slaves, and 
if they find them misemployed, to report to the council and 
assembly, who may sell the slaves. Slaves to be sold by the 
commissioners, as soon as the works are completed. Mone) 
arising from the sale to be paiil into the treasury, under pain 
of treble forfeiture. Council and assembly, or any seven of 
them, to name commissioners. Money for purchase ol 
negroes, to be raised by a poll tax. of fifteen shillings on each 
aiul six per cent, on houses, &c. &c. Owners and 
igents to deliver in a list upon oath of slaves, under penalty 
of two hundred pounds. Commissioners to give notice to 
owners when to appear and return the number of slaves, and 
• value of houses, &c. &c. Treasurer ordered to prosecute ail 
who neglect or refuse to make returns. Governor empower- 
ed to nam ‘ commissioners in place of those dead or al)scnt. 
Treasurer to give notice to persons to come and pay tlic tax, 
and defaulters to be distrained on. Erovost marshal to for- 
feit three hundred pounds, if he neglect to distrain on de- 
faulters.* Owners Who have sold slaves to the public, to U 
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paid for them at three equal payiiicntb, liovcriior to issue 
order for the payments. Treasurer to forfeit one thousand 
pounds, in case of neglecting^ to execute the act. Penalties 
two thirds to the public, one third to the informer. Treble 
costs to the defendants prosecuted for having executed this 
art. 

A 71 Act to restrain thefts committed by ^ro and other Aaves , 

and to prevent the dishonest ttajfit catrieJ on by such as 

deal with tkem,-^[4th May, 17DO.] 

Any negro having in his pbssession any sugar, cotton, 
molasses, rum, canes, sprouts, pewter, brass, &c. &c. or any 
kind of merchandize, except such provision as may have been 
given them for allowance, without a ticket or paper from his 
master or mistress, containing an account of the same, or 
without his master or mistress being present, shall be appre- 
hended and carried before a justice, who shall commit him 
to gaol, to be tried within forty-dight hours, and if found 
guilty he shall be publicly whipped* The informer shall re- 
ceive a reward of eight and threepence from the master of 
the slave, and the sugar, syrup, cotton, molasses, rum, sprouts, 
canes, magoss and oats found on the negro shall be forfeited 
to the informer ; and all other property shall be returned to 
the master, on his proving his right to them. 

No white person to bargain with negroes foi any article 
but provisions, under the penalty of ten pounds, or, if the 
goods shall exceed that value, to the penalty of double their 
value and a monthVi imprisonment. Two months further 
imprisonment, on non-payment of penalty. For second 
offence twenty pounds and three month's imprisonment, or 
double the value of the goods, if over twenty pounds. Fur- 
ther imprisonment of three months on non-payment of 
peqi^ty. Negroes convicted of purchasing from negroes to 
be punished not exceeding fiftjr lashes. Penalties one-fourth 
to the informer, the rest to the treasury. 

Lawful foi justices to issue search w^arrants, dn white 
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person swearing to his belief that any of the specified articles 
are concealed. Persons in trhose hovs^es concealed articles 
are founds if they cannot give a satisfactory account of the 
manner in which they obtained them, shall be held to have 
illegally purchased them^ and be punislied accordingly. 

Five supervisors, with salaries of fifty pounds each, to be 
appointed to carry this act into effect, by the governor or 
commander-in-chief. Said supervisors required to be watch- 
ful in detecting offenders. They must attend when sum- 
moned by the council and assembly^, pr ^ny member thereof, 
and give an account on oath of their conduct, and if not 
found diligent, shall be mulcted in the salary due, rendered 
incapable, and fined fifty pounds, and in case of refusal to 
pay, be imprisoned three months. 

No negro to be permitted to be in the streets or alleys of 
any town between, ten at night and fiie in tJie morning, 
without a ticket dr ^ lighted candle in a lantern. 

Supervisors to Use all di^i^ce in apprehetiding such slaves, 
and commit them to the^^, to be punished, not exceeding 
thirty-nin^ lashes. Owners to pay the expense of apprehen- 
sion, &c. &b. 

White or free persons beating, ill-treating, or taking 
away by force, from atiy negro Or Other slave, any articles 
for which they shall produce a ii<dcet, or which they have a 
right to'^lsell, shall be summoned by a justice, who shall ex- 
amine them on oath, and if they do not prove a negative to 
the satisfaction of the magistrate, the ojFender shall be fined 
not exceeding ten pounds, to be levied on the goods and 
chattels, or be committed to geol,'not exceeding thirty days, 

* in default of goods to disUtitl on^. * Pehsotis, refusing to ap- 
pear on summons, shall be, fluid flfly pounds, or be com- 
mitted for three montltfll;^^. ' ^ " 

White or free person selling by retaif sugar, syrup, raih, 
oc molasses, shall be obliged^ .When edited on, to produce a 
certificate, under the slgnat^ of Uie^ Seller to them, or sliall 
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be (Considered as havin|^ purchased them in contravention of 
this act. 

Fines and penalties to be paid into tlie hands of the pub- 
lic treasurer. Justices, supervisors, or others, prosecuted for 
any thing done in enforcing the act, shall, on obtaining a 
verdict, be entitled to treble costs. 

An Act more effectually to provide for the 'support, and to ea* 
tend certain regulations for the protection of hlaves, to pro- 
mote and encourage their increase, and generally to melio- 
rate their condition.-— [April 21, 1798.] 

Owners of slaves, under penalty of ten shillings per head 
for each slave, for every omission, shall weekly provide for 
every slave at the rate of nine pipts of corn or beans, or eight 
pints of pease, or wheat or rye hour, or Indian corn ‘meal, or 
nine pints of oatmeal, or seven pints of rice^ or eight pints 
of Cassava flour or farine, or eight pounds of biscuit, or 
twenty pounds of yams or potatoes, or sixteen pounds of 
eddoes, tanias or tyres, ox thirty pounds of plantains or ba- 
nanas, and also one pound and one quarter of herrings, 
shads, mackorel, or other salted provisions, or double the 
quantity of fresh fish or other fresh provisions, all of good 
and wholesome quality. Owner or director, however, to 
have the absolute right of distributing the provision in pro- 
portions, according to diflerence of labour, strength, size, 
and age. But every aged, infirm, or sickly slave, or afflicted 
with any loathsome or contagious disorder, or inciipable of 
labour, shall receive^^cekly at least one full rale of allow- 
ances as aforesaid. If owners, under any pretext, neglect to 
give the allo'wance towkly add infirm slaves, they shall for- 
feit twenty shillings^ unless aueh slave be provided for in the 
hospital or sick house. ^ ^ 


Owners in the Leeward dslands allowed to diminish the 
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be allowneil to make the diminution in any week in which * 
he shall have been actually employed m manufactaring sugar 
or grinding canes. Out of crop, ‘such owner in tlie Virgin 
Islands may make a reduction of one-fifth, on giving sufhci- 
ent land to make up the diflerence» and where the land is not 
productive* shall make up the quantity in provisions. No 
money to be given instead of provision* unless in case of un- 
equivocal necessity, under penalty of fifty pounds. The 
commutation for provisions, when absolutely necessary, to 
be four shillings a week, and two half days to each slave. 

Whenever the quantity of provision land, cultivated with 
the owner s time, shall be in proportion of one acre for every 
ten slaves, and its produce in proportion to one half the 
quantity of provisions allowed by the act, it shall be lawful 
for the owner to diminish pne half the quantity of dry pro* 
visions, leaving, nevertheless, the fbll quantity of fresh pro- 
visions. Proprietor must certify the quantity of ground on 
oath. 

Proprietors to allot to each slave a piece of well-lying 
ground, forty feet square at least, immediately round or close 
to his house, if it can be done vi^ithout pulling down or 
injuring another negro- house, and if not, in some other 
commodious part, under penalty of five pounds, or if he 
have not land enough^ shall make annual cQm)iensation 
equal to the value to the staves, under a like penalty of five 
pounds. ' 

Proprietors Shall, twice a year, op the first of January 
and first of August, give each male slave a jacket of sound 
Woollen cloth, and a pair of trowsers made of good sound 
Osnaburgs. and to each femtile, a good wrapper of woollen 
cloth, and nn Osnaburgh petticoat, unless, with consent of 
the slave, he shall furnisfi such slave With a good and suflS- 
cient blanket and a hat or cap. 

Proprietors, under penalty of one hundred pounds, to 
make affidavit onc<^ a yfarl^at hbvo cpmplied with the 
act. Slaves allowed half an hour for breakfast and two 
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* hours for dinner, during which time he shall not be put to 
any labour, under penalty of not less than twenty shillings, 
nor more than five pounds. No owner to set his slave tO 
work before five in the morning, nor after seven in the even- 
ing, unless in crop time, or from some evident necessity, 
under penalty of fi\e pounds. Vestries, or council, or jus- 
tices, onlered to provide at the public expence, for aged or 
infirm slaves, whose^ masters cannot be discovered. Pro- 
prietors manumitting infirm and disabled slaves shall pay 
three hundred pounds into the treasury, the interest of which 
shall be drawn by the slave so manumitted, and on the death 
of thd slave the money shnU go to the public service. Pro- 
prietors shall keep, and produce when legally called upon, a 
weekly account of provisions purchased, or commutation 
^^Knoney paid, under penalty of five pounds each week omitted ^ 
also an account of clothing given to slaves, under penalty of 
twenty-five pounds, and shall forfeit twenty-five pounds on 
refusing to produce such account. ^ ^ 

White or free coloured person, *not owner nfh director, 
beating or ill ti eating slave, or taking away any article for 
which a slave has a ticket, or ha^ a right to sell, or shall 
refuse to pay slave for any article purchased from bins, or 
shall knock off the head of a slave, or tramplle in the dirt, &c. 
&c. any article, shall, on complaint made, be summoned by 
a justice or justices, and be compelled to answer on oath, and 
on refusal to attend, or failute to etculpate himself, shall be 
fined not more than ten pounds td%e levied«by distress^ and 
ih default orgpoda shliU be commuted for notmore than one 
month ; and justices may, if t)ief think proper, give the fine 
as a compensation ^tke dl^ve Who has ,heen ill treated. ^ 

Any person cilietty wklppln|^; maltreating, beating, im- 
prisoning, or keeping in without sui^ient 

support, any slave shall be Ihe same, and suffer 

such punishment, by Or ^ both, as the 

court may think proper > a|tdiw1^irl\may^Jf it th|nk ne- « 
cessary, dispose of the jrihtve byM0|ioa fo Onetl^r^^Owner. 
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Justices on receiving informi^tioii of such offences^ authorhsed 
to call the slave before tbem^ or go to him, to inquire^ and 
jnay send such slave to some public place of security or to 
the workhouse^ till farther inquiry be made. No collars or 
Irons to be used, other than such as are absolutely necessary 
for securing a slave, under {lenaltf of one hundred pounds 
on conviction. Justices to order such cpllars to be taken ofi, 
and to direct the offender to be prosecuted, if the offence ap* 
pear to have been wantonly oominitt^, Owners to provide 
such slaves with medical assistances andhecessai? food» wine, 
and nourishment^ under penalty o# fifty pounds. Coroner's 
inquest, of three persons> shall be summoned on every slave, 
who, not under tl^e age of six years, or natural decay, shall 
die suddenly without having been visited by some medical 
person at least forty-eight hours before death. Masters ueg4 
lecting to give ndtice within six hours, or having slave so 
dying, within eighteen hours, or ^khout having given no« 
tice, shall forfeit one hundred pounds. White pr free jierspn 
charged With murder or miunitng a slave, whether such slave 
belong io sudi person or not, to be tried ns for the murder 
of a whito, but conviction not tq affect property. 

And Whereas tl^ marrifige of slaves cannot give any par- 
ticular right either to the contracting parties or to their 
children, and it being unnecessary and even improper to 
enforce the celebration of any ^religious rites among the 
slaves in order to saqctify contracts, the faithful performance 
of can be looked fot ontf ^|rc^u}ar improvement 
^ in moral}|y, and civUi^tiimy |pd Should not be im- 
mediately enforced robthods, lesf "the 

Violation of ia<m^,v#X|^ 

^ infidelity J auii|;w)^rw!f|t to encourage 

than compel suck |mpf^eiaent M morality^ add 

civilization amongsi^ Oforcjald, and 

.for other gOodpuifiW^^ emoted by 

the authority and director of any 

alav^"lki witbih tb^lsepwiirdt^ shall within 
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two months after the publication of this act, and also on tho 
first day of January every year, convene and assemble toge-* 
ther the slaves under his 'direction, and enquire which of 
them have a husband or wife, or mUre thap one, and if an 
acknowledgment be made, in consequence of such enquiry, 
of more than one husband or wife, then $uch owner or di** 
rector shall compel such slave making such acknowledgment, 
to elect some one slave only as his or her husband or wife ; 
and when such election is paade, such owner on director shali 
enter the same in a hook to be kept for that purpose, and 
make the same as puhlie as possible, by convening once in 
every twelve months the slaves upon such plantation, 
and reading to them the same in a distinct and audible voice, 
at the same time extolling the'gopd behaviour of those who 
been faithful to their engagements, and reprobating the 
misconduct of those who have acted to the contrary, doing 
his utmost to keep together in harmony the parties who have 
made such election, and to encourage all the other slaves of 
which he is manager^ master^ or dfirector, as they ]||baU arrive 
at the age pf maturity, to make such idection as aforesaid, 
and adhere as strictly as possible to the same; and every 
owner or director of any female slave who shall have a child 
while she preserves her fidelity to such engagement as afore** 
said, or is reputed so to do. Shall in six weeks after the birth 
of such child, if the same he then living, pay and give to the 
mother of such child four dollars, and the same sum, with 
one dOiHar more, fbr every o^e child she shall bepr and 
have under the same o^cumstances ; and if any owner or di** 
rector shall opait in any respect to comply with and fulfil the 
directions of this shW foi^it^the sum of fifty 

pounds for every sucferombsloa* ^ ^ 

And be it furth^ Jdac^| by Ihe authority aforesaid, that 
every owner or director sbeU givd to eftiy 'thale and female 
slave who shall live^'tbg^er peaceably as* 

afdrpeald as ^man and on# fur every year 

that they thall so live t^gfther^ 



APPENDIX. 


m 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforfesaid> that 
as soon as any female blave shall hare six children Hving^ 
and who have been born during such cohabitation as afore* 
said^ the youngest of which shall be seven years of age^ the 
owner or director of such female slave shall not oblige such 
female slave to do any other than light worIc> under the 
penalty of twenty pounds. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesai<]^ that 
no owner or director of any slave^ nor fuiy overt^cer, nor any 
other description of^ white men On any plantation# shall 
weaken the effect of the exhorlatipi^ and enquiries enjoined 
by this ]aw> by his own irregular conduct in cohabiting or 
having criminal commerce with any female slave who shall 
have elected her husband as aforesaid; every such person, 
for every such offence, being thereof convicted by legal testi- 
mony before any two or more justices of the peace,^ shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds. 

And whereas it appears to be impracticable and ineShc* 
tual to enc^avour to compel any slaves to adopt and conform 
themselves to, any religious establishment, although they 
may be brought gradually ^ a considerable degree of re- 
ligious knowledge by afteniton on the part of their owners 
and directors and the clergy ; hp i% therefore further enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, that in case any owner or director 
shall in any manner whatever restrain or prohibit, or cause 
to be restrained or prohibited any ^lave (excepting such 
whose Services are necessary on a Sunday) under his or her 
direc^on, from receiving religious insttUotian by attending 
on Sunday at any church or or ^any other place of 

worship held by the regular}^ ^^blis))0d clergy of any re* 
ligtous Christian sect tolerated (n thp Islands, or by 

receiving baptism ddeording to Uf the regularly 

established church pr otb^n^ t^olerhted chjdstian church, such 
owner or director, for ev^Auch pffeiMfe, shall^ forfeit the 
sum of five pounds ; and any clergyman who 

1ms any living irrahy ht blonds shall refuse or 
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neglectj When thereto reasoneMy required^ to baptize any 
slave wlthotilt fee or reward, on any Sunday immediately after 
divine service, such clergyman shall forfeit and pay for every 
such refusal and neglect the sum of thii^jr shillings ; pro- 
vided that such clergyman shall not be compelled so to do in 
case of the ignorance or in character of such slave so requir- 
ing to be baptized, but that in all such cases such clergyman 
shall endeavour, by exhortation and instruction^ to qualify 
such slave as he ma]|ao rf^ect, tp be thereafter baptized and 
received into the fsdtli Jbf Christ's church. 

Owjiers or directors eball order sick slaves to be visited 
by a medical man, under penalty of five pounds. Medical 
man or proper white assistant shall be employed to visit each 
estate twice a week, whether called or not, unless he has a 
‘ ndtlce from proprietor that he is not wanted, under penalty 
of five pounds on the medical man failing in his duty. 
Medical man to attend within eight hoars after he has heard 
of the call for him, under penalty of ten pounds. Proprietor 
shall have on his estate a commodious hospital ii^fth propm^ 
conveniences, and shall attend,, in his own person, or by 
some one under his direction as often as may be requisite, 
to see that every thing is prcWidevit wnder penalty of one 
hundred pounds. Owners to keep on the estate a book, 
under penalty of forty shillings, in which the medical man 
shall, under the same penalty, enter his directions as the 
medi^^ines and diet fpr the slaves, and shall enter his pre- 
scriptions at the end jpf his dW tions. Special caUi to the 
piedical man tp bexem in writing in the book, with a state- 
ment of the <^, und^^^eualty of forty shillings. Medical 
man to keep on bis jaa^e a small quantity 

of such medicines be trusted with unskilful 

, persons, with directicdis tbahr Ose, tinder penalty of forty 
siiillings. Every pipprktoi^not himself, must 

cm^oy by the year spippltemcyicaf g^tleman properly quali- 
provided he can j^roeura onp on reasonable tenus^ under 
penalty of ten shillings fisr tbadi slave* 
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Proprietors^ under penalty of one hundred pounds^ on 
the first of January in each year, or at the first meeting of 
the council of assembly, to deliver in, on oath, a return of 
births and death#, and the manner in which such slaves have 
been attended to. Proprietors removing before the time, to 
give in returns to the time of removal. Doctor or surgeon 
of each plantation to return an account of deaths,' causes of 
deaths, under penalty of one huhdred pounds. Female slaves 
five months gone with child to employed only on light 
work, ^taking care of children^ and to be j^umshed only by 
confinenient, under penalty of hVe pounds^ A roomy negro- 
house of two rooms to be built for every negro woman preg- 
nant of her first cHild, and proprietor not to con^pel her, 
under penalty of twenty pounds, lay in at the hospital for 
lying-in women. Where in a cargo of slaves the females 
shall not exceed the males, ten shillings to be paid for every 
male so imported, and fifty pounds for every infirm and aged 
negro slave imported after the expiration of two yej^s from 
the publication of the act. penalties to be recovered by war- 
rant under the hands of two or more justices, and levied on 
goods. In default of goods, imprisonment for not more than 
six months, nor less than tii^e days. Persons convicted may 
appeal to the next superfor court of criminal jurisdiction. 

Debts contracted for provisions to be paid, in case of 
mortgage, sale, &c. in preference to all debts, except those 
of the crown, provided such debts shall have been contracted 
within twelve months befoib action o^menced for their re- 
covery« Persons in distremed or embanoatsstid circumstances 
not to sell, give aw4y,^or exchfuge^ any f^hvieioAS or cloth- 
ing specifically obtained regularly enter<* 

ed in a book according to Ibe given by this act, 

under penalty of fivo^ pOAi^s^ pt on noA-payment, 

one ydar*s imprisonment Ifbstide^, complaint of i^uch 
embezzlement, it^oid€|^lli^odli;,o|ent^^ to be produced^ 
and to examine witnes^ ojb Wh, aM to bind over the pre- 
sumed offender, a reco^nlzidme p| fivo hundred pounds to 
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appear in the proper courts and the same as to witnesses, andl 
the production of the book in court. JPersons so accused of 
embezzlement, and not proving that provisions and clothing 
were obtained on their own credit, and^Hfiiqit under the pro- 
visiorifa of this act, shall be held to havh^ violated the act. 
Dec larations in any suit, for clothing and provisions obtained 
undttr this apt, not to mention any other cause oi action than 
the delivery of the provisions and clothing, and juries not to 
find greater damages than the value ^ nor shall any damage 
be found unless a particular account be given of th^^uanti- 
tles furnished, and the price, and unless the proper memo- 
randum have been made in the book. Entry of verdict to 
specify that it is under this act. Slaves belonging to the 
persons so obtaining prov^ion and clothing to be bound for 
* the same. Judgments recovered against e;Kecutors for money 
due for negro clothing and provision, to be satisded \n pre- 
ference to all others but debts to the crown. Doubts relative 
to any part of the act, to be construed most favourably for 
its execution. Treble costs to persoms prosecuted for enforc* 
ing this act. Not to be construed to hinder the legislature 
of any of the Leeward Islands from passing laws relative to 
blaves. Penalties to be recovered by indictment or informa- 
tion, and paid into the treasury. 


An Act for regulating the mammismn of slaves, July, 
1S02J 

Proprietors desirous of man’^mltting must apply to the 
president of the council and speaker of ihe assembly by pe- 
tition, and obtain their cohsent to lodge five hundred pounds 
in the public treashir^# ^ Jfifanumissions void unless rec6rde(l 
within thirty days. ESve k&ndrcS pounds to be paid into the 
treasury fora native sieve ^or tvfe resident, and one 
thousand pounds for others^ iftM permission be not obtained, 
|tary or register hot t<jrec^d maom^lssion without the. 
(prer’s receipt, under penalty of4)aying the suujt, Na 
to to be manumitted by w.ill Without ft bequest of five 

^ n ’ I ^ 
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hundred poundsi to be p^id into the treai^ury within sbc 
months. Ei^ecutQrs roey apply for the consent of the legis* 
lature, which^ obtained^ the slave shall- be fi^e without 
payment of five hj^^red pounds. Oh proprletor*iHd>^P^asing 
with the future Service of a 'Sl|i?ve, a justice may order the 
provost marshal to sell hifh to the highest bidder^ and the 
purchase money shall be paid into thb treasury. 


An Act to ejBpUtm and render wfe i 


intituled 


^ An Act to restrain th^tVconmiM^ J^ kegrc^es and othfir « 
slaves, and to prevent the dishonest tri0c carried an by sueh 
as deal with them Jane, life.) 

Supervisors authorized to keep anj^^fi^rOperty which they 
may seize upon any delinquent, ahle$iit exceed the value of five 
pounds, or shall have been stolen from a slave. Supervisors 
to take offenders' to the common cage, and^aS soon as possible 
before a magistrate. Supervisors directed to be particularly 
vij^ilant^ to feceivb a dollar for the apprehension of each 
offender. ;Ten pounds penally ou failure of duty* 


SAINt VINCIINT. 

■ *<!{• 

An Act to punish those who $hq,U murder or maim slaves i% the 
Island of Saint Vincent hnd its dependencies —[93d Sep-^ 
tember., ISOI.I t x 

. Mdiciously kdhn^v^ove deeme^ 
wounding a slave, a 
. , ^ffende^^ to be 
capital (Ltuiflshmentj 
vested In his Majesty fof ^e^|d>lf0. 

^ 11^ 

V ^ i ^ I, ^ ft 

An Act fp oblige proprmdfe\and posses^s qf slaves m their 


der. Mfiliciously^^ 

y 

ispnilient. Or 
^actions Fines 


oivn right, of condueiars 

estafi^tio give m rtturnli^ rmdways, lind pi^uhng oteah 


lar 
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Returns to be made of runaways. Justice of peace 
obliged to receive returns and deliver them to provost mar- 
shal. Penalty ui cases of repeal or neglect to be fifty 
pounds. 

^itatement of possessors ot slaves to be furnished by 
provost marshal. Punishmisnt for the harbouring of ruii- 
awa}s by any coloured free person^ to be twice standing in 
the pillory two hours, ^ch time. White person may clear 
himself on oath» ^nnd so doiiig> the accuser ohali be punish- 
ed by a moderate wbippiOg. In case of runaways discovered 
on estates^ proprietor to be summoned^ and examined on 
oath) and to be subject to the penalties on refusing to appear 
or to answer. 

Obeah practices to be punished by whipping, or if death 
have ensued^ to be jiunished by death. 

An Act to appoint commisstonen for the purpose of obtaining 
an exact account of the number of the coloured free people, 
and number of negroes within this government and its do- 
pendencies,^[pth January, 1805 ] 

Commissioners for taking account of negroes are to 
summon proprietors, &c. to make a return of negroes, speci- 
fying age. Sex, Stc. &c, &c. Persons neglecting pr refusing 
to comply> to forfeit twenty pounds for every five days neg- 
lect. Same with negiect to free blacks and coloured, who 
most appear, under penalty of^ve pounds, and fifteen days 
imprisonhient Free black an^ coloured persons who have 
not been served wit!& a notice, shall, nevertheless, appear 
within days after the publication of the act, and an- 

swer all ques^Oi.^^ ? 

Security fbr go<)rf bshe^O^to ba given. Conciihlssioners 
appointed^ who are to paoke ret&iur to tbe b<Mise*of assembly $ 
like returns to iMt ^made every jyeai^ to ^ pabl into 

the treasury. 
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An Act to revive an act, intitulei, " An Act to appoint cant* 
fflunonert for the purpoie of obtaining an exact account of 
the numbers of negroes in this government and its depen- 
dencies,” — {4th September,, 1 8 1 1 .] , 

An Act to explain and amend m out, intituled, ** An Act for 
making slaves real estate, and the better government of 
slaves and free negroes."— •{1.9th ddne, 1818.] 

Any slave feloniously taking* Otf' tboney to die valne 
of tvtenty shillings from any other ^eAlola, or stealing ih a ‘ 
house to the amount of six poonds/^l^tyc^ iktdoy without 
benefit of clergy. Slave setting fire to'&ny dwelling guilty of 
felony. 

Slaves guilty of crimes which affect their lives to be tried 
as free persons in the court of session. Court to appoint 
counsel ; and in cases of copviction, owner to be paid the 
fees upon prosecution of slaves in the court of sessions, to be 
paid by the prosecutor if the prosebutlon be adjudged firivol- 
ons, or by yhe owner if he have endeavoured to obstruet the 
course of justice against the slave. Larcenous thefts, and other 
offences not affecting the life of a slave, to be tried and pu* 
nished accordingly by two justices. 

Manumission registered in other colonies to be held valid. 
Punishment of proprietors maltreating their slaves shall be , 
fine or imprisonment or both. The court may dispose of 
such slaves, if they see fit^ and order the proceeds to be 
paid to the owner, or otherwise. Feraons maltreating slaves 
not diehr property, punished bythis act| and Uable, more* 
over, to prosecution at civil law, to take cogni* 

’ zanca of complaints ‘respwcdog cruelty ticcreised upon any 
slaves; and to provide a Idacn of aecority for them, when 
in partieular cases they shall think ft necessary. Provided, 
that every thing in this act contained do first recedve^he ap* 
probation of his Maksty^ ’ 
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Aci io repeal the fourth dame of m act^ intituled , Ah 
A ct to explain and amend an act, intituled^ * An Adjvr 
making tlaves real estate, and the better government of 
slaves and free negroes,' and to amend and re-enact the 
same."'^l^0th March, 1815.] 

Slaves to be tried as white persons^ save that slave evi^ 
dence shall be admissible. ^Cohrt to appoint counsel for the 
prisoner. Tf slave fp^nd.jgllUty> owner to be paid the value. 
Slave guilty of liable t6 same puftishtnent as free 

person, > 

, k 

. If ^ 

A SiU /dr^ee^biUthingO. registry of negjo and other slaves, in 
the Island of SaM yincent and its dependencies,'^J[l8tk 
March, ISlTv] 

A public registry to tie established for the registration of 
all negro and other slaves^ to be registered or returned for 
registration on Orbefore the • Registry books to be pro- 
vided for the purpose of the registry. On or before the 
day of all persons in possession of slaves to return lists 
dr schedules thereof upon path to the secretary of these 
islands within a limited time, with the names, description, 
and other particulars, of the ^partllbs making such returns. 
The schedules to describe the names, colours, employment, 
age and country of each slave, according to a formula pre- 
* fis:ed to each list. jThe returns to^ be delivered to the secre* 
tary or his deputy on oath. 'JThe returns to be registered 
within a limited time in thf of reg!s(l*y, exactly ac- 

cording to the ret,oriiS^ erajpret to be permitted in the 
registry book#. OlRc| •iio^es of the registered lists or returps 
to be delivered o^ers.^' * ; ^ ^ . 

When all thi 4e^fhskre filtered, notice thereof to be 
given, and the means ofdb^plyliigWiAissions Within a limited 
\ time to be therein iTpedffi#). Gpwfrn^ tthy direct returns to 
^ W received and reg^bte^edt time, in cases of 

accident or uoav€^ft||i^iipi|fedini^'^^ not fi*om wilful de- 
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authenticated and closed at the end of a certain period^ and 
certified on affidavit by the secretary. 

After the expiration of three years from the conapletion 
of the original registry, and after each succeeding period of 
years, returns to be delivered, containing an account 
of all births and deaths of slaves since the preceding returns 5 
with an account of all deductions from, or additions to, the 
former stock of slaves by other means* Such last-mentioned 
return to be delivered on oath. Persons omitting to register 
slaves to forfeit pounds for each slave unregistered 5 

one moiety to his Majesty, and the other to the informer. If 
the party so offending be the mortgagee, or be acting in any 
other capacity, to be subject to the same penalty, and liable 
to the civil suit of the party aggrieved, and to the payment 
of double costs. Omission of returns from accident or un- 
avoidable imp^dlfb^nt, or clef<^ult of persons not the absolute 
owners, to be supplied on applying to the governor, stating 
the facts of the cose. ^ 

If returns be wilfully refused for registration by the secre- 
tary, or If he make apy fraudulent entries or erasures, he 
shall upon conviction forfeit his office, be subject to the pains 
and penalties of forgery, and be liable to an action for 
damages by all parties aggrieved. Penalties for such of- 
fences by other persons, according to the law against forms 
of records. Deputies, to be subject to the like penalties, 
and forfeit their office. other persons so offending to be 
subject to lik^^ins and pel|||^tiea, and forfeit to his Majesty 
all such 4uves as sbal\ be the shbje^t of such fraudulent 
entry. Any person falsely returning as slaves persons not 
belonging to him, except rUnU^a| sfoves, as , hereinafter 
mentioned, to forfeit fpr eechldlfve ^ pounds. Proviso, 
that such penalty ^halj hbt exten^ to cases of slaves actually 
employed on the plantatlw,^ the ^Service of the owner 

named In the retUrtl, except when plfdved that the return wzdi 
frauduleatjjr or wilfuUy'jfrdse. 

flcond^ 'f^om Iheir^jowncihs, owners, &c 
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specify them in the affidavit on making returns^ and also set 
forth the best description of such negroes they can fhrnish^ 
with a statement of facts #hich prevent them from comply- 
ing with the obligations of the act. , 

1 he certificate of the secretary to be evidence. Secretary 
to be entitled to certain feee. 

After closing original registry on party claiming title to 
slaves^ as owner^ &c. complaining of such slaves beftig omit- 
ted to be registered^ goyisrnor to appoint receiver of unre* 
gistered slaves, receiver giving security to return lists thereof. 

Governor to talce prompt measures for the execution of 
his order. Magistrates and others to be aiding therein under 
penalty of pouhds. Heceiver on taking possession to 

return lists of slaves to the governor to be registered, sub- 
ject to a penalty for each slave omitted. After ^ any 

slave not duly registered to be ^^eited Mf^csty. Go- 
vernment to make order for custody,^ &e. 6f negroes 
until final j udgment. 

Bounty per head pounds to thl^ inforp^r for 

every able-bodied slave not abOve years bid, Who has 

not been duly registered, and has been Condemned in conse- 
quence. Persons herein sweaffug falsely guilty of perjury. 
Negroes and coloured persons cumingj^frqm other islands to 
produce a freedom, or deemed runaways. 


TOSi^Gb. 

Act Jbr the good ordfr government of slaves, and for 

repealing an acVif this tik^p^ituled, An Act for the 
good order and^^nemrijMClf ^ves, and/or keeping them 
under proper resffftin^yj^r McA&Mng the method of trial 
in capital cases, and ^her tegulnitenS Jot the greater se- 
curity of that part q/ the iniai^gn^jirepetty. •^{Revived, 
16tfc ' 

^ny riave to nMim, tie. a 
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white person, simll sutfer transportiktioit, or other 

puni«hUei(t. Any ditdjl fns^, &«.> a white per- 

eon, ahhll CQnip«iBil)|! the death of a white 

person shall sufier death, transportation or othw punishment. 
Any slave mttrd^i^jaiaip^it^ 4tc. tmy'othei^ave, setting 
6re to canes, &C} giving pOi^^ iiti(ptng ojP the inland; 
ste^ng to the value of dx poVnkji i "destroying 

cattle'} shall sufer death isr pBniebinent. Slaves 

absenting theoisdll^ edn^&fc.lAaU atifbr death, or 
arhht«ry pani«hitnat»^t«vl8«^*^$it^ta^ be a year 
In the island, or absent » certaip'^||$^44&y4ii^the agenf 
sixteen ahsentiag them^es i» ^w^fSS'nlhloited time; 
greatest offender shc^ knowing of a 

ruaavniy,^attd hafbouring aed^sMiig such", shall suffer 
death or arWtr^ pn^ihmieat!! -White dr free person har- 
bouring and^r^^vhi|f *ds^ferfeit twenty pounds for first 
ofifimee, fifty p&ml^ Ibr st^d offence^^one htfndtnd pounds 
fer third oifeneC. If cantioS pay fin^ W hd ifflpdsooed, first 
offence th^j d|t]^, seeopddil^ Ihred memths, thi)rd ditto six 
months. J^wi^on to be cfitnmhnce*^ u^tyh pIKi month 
after dffhoce 6^ ^ndstPj^h Ac.^i^roaeMition fto rattning 
aSWif to W Oanih^ced i|^in three teoptbs after return'. 

' No slav^ sbal^ or cariy fire arms, nn-» 

less In pursuit of runaways, 4t ho^ tlfi didectiod of a white 
man, without a ticket fite^his owner or manager. Any 
ruimt(»yOaiTyingofffirefiffi,8hairsii»!^deathi (fnotab-_ 
sent for tweatjh^r hc^rs, j|NDi be wJ^ Any criininu^| 
slaSe shat ba^pp|«h<ds|td’ by"a fried Ufithin ten^ 

days by fu^j(hstkea^|^^tt^y^^fi%t»jtake an 
!^eg|pPl^f^|^^rl^ad)nltthd} if 
ft>^ o4er punish- 

merni. ^^BStieeS. ^ tOf th^etUn- /■ 

maodei:^chlrf.< the 

cOurt tm issue' w 

shall exectt^thp to 

If dwnet will 
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not pay damages, crimmal to be adjudged the property of 
the party. 

If any justice or freeholS'er shall refuse or Oeglect to try 
any slave, he shall forfeit twenty pounds. Not reporting 
the sentence, shall forfeit ten pounds. 

If any free person shall be convicted of carrying off, or 
attempting to cerfy off any slave, shall suffer death. If any 
proprietor shall bring ba^ any slave whom he knew to be 
transported, such ^lave j^U be forfeited and sold for public 
uses. Purchasers to give bond to transport such slavd within 
one month. No slave shall carry a cutlass or offensive weapon, 
except upon the occasions mentioned in this clause, widiout 
a ticket from hlsown^v, under.the penalty of being whipped. 
Any slave convicted of gaming, shall be whipped. 

All slaves found off their owncris plantation without per- 
mission in writing, to be deemc^^unawaysr^any person may 
apprehend, and carry them to their owners Appiphender to 
receive a dollar, if absent one day j thirty shiUinga if absent 
more than two days ; and ninepence per mile^ If oiyner not 
known, to be delivered to the provost marshal, who shall 
advertise them in the gaa^ette. If no gazette, then at Scar- 
borough, George Town, an^ Plymouth, Ibr six weeks. If 
provost marshal fall so to 4o, shall /ifrfeit five pounds. If 
slave so advertised, not claimed within six weeks, to be sold 
by outcry, and after deducting«chiMrges, price to be deposited 
hi the hands of the treasurer of the island, to the uSe-^of the 
public until the owner shkW aj^ear. Prpvost marshal to 
render an account fcpon oath. Any slave taking up a run- 
away shall, Save tte benefit of it? any pefson depriving a 
slave of such benefit tp i^rfeit treble the value. 

No person eacc|i pjlivosrtnarshab fWl keep rupad^ays 
above ten days^ nor shall or any bther person employ 
them, nor suffer those In custody io want proper food, Ac. 
under the penal((y^ fifty pound^f. if any of them shall 
die for want of food, Ac. the provdst marshal to forfeit dou- 
ble the value to the owner. A to he.called to the 
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slave dangerously ill, to be paid by the owner. Persons 
claiming slaves to swear to the^^roperty. Marshal to kecip 
runaways till paid for taking them tip^ with two shillings and 
sixpence per pound for laying out the money, and one shilling 
and sixpence for every twenty-four hours the slave hath been 
in custody. Marshal to forfeit to the owner the value of the 
slaves allowed [to escape. Marshal , disposing of slaves not 
^ving been six weeks in custody, tp forfeit the value. Slaves 
to be sold by public outcry at Scarbibi^ugh between the hotirs 
of ten and twelve. 

A * 

Any person may destroy plantations deserted for six 
months. 

Owners of plantations to have one acre of ground in pro- 
visions for every live slaves under the penalty of ten pounds 
for igVery acre wanting. . Justices at the quarter sessions in 
January and Jdly to dir^dt two freeholders to Inspect the 
provision ground, and to inspect upon oath the sufficiency or 
insufficiency thereof. The justices, upon report of the 
ground being* insufficient, to issue a precept to a constable 
to summon the proprietor to appear at the next quarter ses- 
sions, to shew cause why the penalty of ten pounds should 
not be levied 5 atid foiling tP appear, or appearing not shew- 
ing sufficient cause of" excuse, the penalty to be adjudged to 
the treasurer for the publiatuses of the island, to be levied on 
the goods of such proprietor. Proprietors of plantations not 
cleared for two years, neglecting to feed their negroes pro- 
perly, to forfeit ten shillings for every slave on the planta- 
tion, to the use of his ^lyesty. . , 

Slaves to have clothing onci^ yeilU'i under penalty of 
'thirty shillings for. every slave uUii&kithW^ ^ ' 

Persons wickedly killing negroes to bti adjudged guilty of 
murder, and suffer death according .to tbSKlaWs of England, 
forfeiture of lands and chattels only excepted. Slaves de- 
serving punishment may be chained and modeiately whip- 
ped j hut not to be tortuf^^' mut^a^j, hr punished with 
cruelty. Persons killing slaves stealing or running away, 
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and by nighty out of their owner's ground^ and refusing to 
submit^ shall not be liable to fine or prosecution. Slaves 
killed running away, &c. lo be paid for out of the public 
treasury. One slave killing another^ the price paid by the 
public on executing the murderer, to be equally divided be- 
tween the owners of the murderer and murdered. Slaves 
committing capital offences, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as the justices and freeholders shall think fit. 
When only one, or less than the whole of the criminals shall 
suffer death, the rest to be returned to the owners, after re- 
ceiving corporal punishment ^ tMte owners of the slaves so 
returned, shall bear a proportional share of the loss of the 
slaves put to death ; and the owners of those put to death 
and returned, to pay proportionally the damage done by the 
criminals, not exceeding the value of the slaves executed. 

Owners concealing negroes ;guilty of felony, (running 
away excepted) and neglecting to prosecute for six weeks 
after notice of the crime, shall be debarred from receiving 
any consideration for the slave so convicted ; and the price al- 
lowed by the public shall be paid to the informer. Any person 
sending off the island any slave belonging to him who hath 
killed another slave, shall pay the price of the slave killed. 

Any free person who shall sell, 6t give to a slave fire 
armf, to forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds for each 
offence ; and refusing to pay, to be levied on his goods. The 
goods so to be levied on to. be sold by outcry. Marshal to 
retain five per cent, on the monies^fforfeited with all expenses. 
And for want of diStlress, the body of the party offending to 
be attached,^Dd c^miUed to gaol till the same shall be 
paid. ' ' ' 

Any free person celling spirituous liquors to any slave, 
without permissioti of tjhe oWiter; to forfeit a sum not less 
than ten pounds bor exceeding fiftjf pounds, one half to the 
informer, and the Other to the public uses of the island. Pro- 
prietors permitting slaves to beat drums, or assemble for bad 
purposes, to forfeit ten pounds. v . ' 
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Proprietors in the first week of January, April, July, anil 
October, in every year, to give in upon oath, a list of the 
names and descriptions of theiV' runaway staves, under the 
penalty of five pounds for each neglect. The justice to re- 
turn such lists within fourteen days to the register's office, to 
be entered in a book to be kept for that purpose, by the 
register, who shall be entitled to ninepence per head for each 
runapray negro so entered, to be paid out of the public 
treasuqr* , ^ 

No persdn to permit slaves to lii)^ out themselves, nor 
shall Hire any slaves but from their masters, under the pe- 
nalty of ten pounds* Mulattos hawking any goods, shall 
forfeit them, and be forther punished as the magistrate shall 
think fit. Proviso,*— that the same shall not prohibit the 
selling of provisions, &c. 

Justices to do their duty when martial law shall be in 
force* Justices at their ilessions in October in every year, to 
limit the number of holidays to be gfveli to slaves at Christ- 
mas. 7be provost marsbi^, his deputy, or eonstablos, re- 
fusing to do their duty, to forfeit tv^entyjpounds for each 
offence. 

Penalties to be applied one half to the king, one half to 
informer. Actians«must brought within twelve months* 
Treble costs to defendpn^ sued for ejiecutmg this act. 

An act of the 8 Qeo^ III. for the good government of 
slaves, &c. repealed. 

An Act/or istaihshuig tegulaiim respe^ivng slaves arriving in 
this island, or resident therein^ eXinept such as dre imported 
direct /rdm the coast of AfT%CaH*'^^a$sei iUst Muy, 1794; 
revivei Vgfh Ocinlier, 1^99.^ 

* A j 

Every matter of a vessel to at the custom-house 

on his arrival, tlw nuQ^r and particular description of any 
. slave#he may have du board, Uhder penalty of thirty-three 
ponods., Snch'slaves to be landed wUhoot permission 
in writing ftdm the governor or conui!^d«r4a»cluef. Slaves 
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landed without permission^ to be forfeited. Slaves landed 
without permission^ to be taken up and sold by the provost 
marshal* Slaves resident ilow in the island shewing any 
spirit for promoting seditious principles^ to be tried, and if 
condemned to death, may be sold and transported. Slaves 
convicted on information of their masters to be appraised, 
and the value paid to their masters. This act to continue in 
force three years. 

, * 

An Act to prevent more efaetmllf slaves ahseni^g. ihefsselves 
from the service ^ their masters, ouners, or rejaters^^lSth 
November, 1807J 

Slaves, above the number of two, absenting themselves 
without leave, or running away, the ringleaders or greatest 
offenders shall suffer death, or other punishment. 

Jn Act to amend an^act, intituled, An Act to prevent the 
clandestine departure cf persons from the island.— [29ifc 
April, 1$14.] ^ 

£ver j person underwriting another whose niftine is set np 
in the secrelarjr’e ofiSOe, shall, previously underwriting, 
make a positive affidavit of the debt due to him by the per. 
son be is about to undeihWrite, before, one of the justices of 
the court of common picas, and 1.^ the stone in the secre* 
tary’s- office: and without such affidavit, no'underwriting 
shall prevent the secretary fr.m iseuing a ticket to a person 
setting up his asme. ^The secretary of the island shall pub- ^ 
lish in the gM^t. the neinea of persons putting 

up their nad^ twjj<^,jl^'i8landi apd shall publish, the 
date of his iauing ticket^ wf^er .|ekf«?out by complyilig 
with the setting up Of ti»si wttne tar foorteeo day8> or upon 
giving sewrityj proViderf'Hhst it necessary to 

publish ady same more than once. 
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An Act to compel persons manumtting in tkis island^ to pro^ 
vide for their support, qnd to restrict manumission of slaves 
' belonging to other islqnds^’^lidth October, 1814.] 

No manumission shall be deemed ralid unle«rs the public 
treasurer's receipt be {ndorsed upon it for one hundred 
pounds. Every such manumission to be recorded in the 
secretsMries office. Every person having; such manumiSB!on> 
enti^Sd to eight pounds per annum during natural life. At 
decease^ sum paid shall remain for public uses of the colony. 
No manuipiision under last will aid t4tament to take effect^ 
until one hutidrod pounds is paid into the treasury. Person 
so manumitted^ and receipt duly tecorded^ entitled to same 
dividend as ordered in former clause. Manumission of slave 
or slaves belonging to other islands^ shall be proved or re- 
corded without receipt required being indorsed thereon. — 
Secretary not to record manumission without receipt^ under 
penalty of one hundred pounds. No dividend payable upon 
sums paid into treasury for manumission *of slaves belonging 
to other islallds ; but sums so psAd, shsll be applicable im- 
mediately to public uses of the colony. 

An Act to esUMkh u pvhlio registry of all slaves in the colony 
of TohogoX^l^tSd January, 1817.] 

Poblte registry of slaves established in this island. Re- 
gistrar appointed, whd is to boon oath. IVeasurer’s office 
to be the office of ifcgistij?. Register books to be provided at 
public expense. All persdtts in posiei^slon of slaves to return 
lists or schedules thereof upon oath to the registrar within a 
limited time; with their namef, des^i^ious, and other par- 
ticulars. The, returns to he* persoqully dflivered by the 
persons makihg the same to tli^ registrar. The return to be 
registered within a rimiied .tiirniw ’Returns or schedules, to 
be ei^red In ihe books of re^stry in a prescribed mannar and 
forni^ 

When the books are filled, new bboks to be opened, and 
pllged.in eontinuatiou. Indexes of plantations or owners 
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names to be prefixed to each book« No erasure to be per-- 
mittcd in the books of registry. Office copies of the regis<^ 
tered lists or returns to be delivered to the ovimers. Governor 
may direct to be received and ^ registered after the limited 
time in certain cases. The primary or origin \1 registration 
of slaves to be authenticated and closed with the affidavit of 
the registration. Duplicate books of the original entry to 
be prepared and transmitt4d to England. 

Annual returns of slav^ to be hereafter made. 

Annual returns io l3e delivered on oatb^ accojh^iig to a 
form. The former register of slaves to be corrected^ enlarg- 
ed^ and continued, according to the annual returns. Annual 
returns to be registered according to a given manner. At 
the end of the registration of each annual return, the whole 
number of slaves then belonging to each plantation or 
owner be summed up and entered. On proving that re- 
turns have not been wilfully otnittcd, the governor may 
allow of the return being received* General accounts or ab- 
stracts of all annual returns to be made out* by the registrar 
and authenticated pn oath, and transmitted to England. If 
returns unduly received^ or refused for registration by the 
registrar, parties aggrieved may app^l to the governor, and 
from him to the king in council, giving security. 

Penalties on the registrar for making or permitting any 
false or fraudulent entries in the books of registry, and for 
fraudulent erasures, the same as on forgers of public records. 
Penalties for falsely returning as slaves persons not belong- 
ing to the plantatior^or owner lo be one hundred pounds. 

Penalties on persons wilfully neglecting to make original 
or annual returns lo be one hundred pounds. 

When slaves become ^entitj^'^d to the provisions of the 
abolition act, by the wilfol default of any person, the de- 
faulter to be liable in damages to the party prejudiced. Pe- 
nalties on persons holding any negroi Ac. in slavo^, by 
means of any false returns, to be two hundred pounds. 
Ni|[^es and people of colour to present themselves before 
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the governq^, a member of councillor registrar of slaves, 
within « ten days after their arrival, and produce certificate, 

&c. of freedom, or be liable to be ordered to depart this 
colony. The certificate of the registrar to be evidence of the 
registration of slaves. After the closing of the original regis^ 
try, no estate or property in slai^es to be created or transferred 
unless they shall have been duly registered. Provided al- 
ways, that to deed or instrument shall be avoided by reason 
of any clerical error, &c. iti the nam^ oridescription of slaves. 

Nothing bi^ein to avoid or impea^*aof &c. for want 
of the registered naibes and descV^tion of slaves. Heturns 
made under thi$ act to supersede the necessity of all annual 
returns of slaves now required to be made under the Road 
Bill, Deficiency Bill, or Annual ifoney Bill. 

Registrar's salary to be five hundred pounds for the first 
year, and fodr hundred pounds for each subsequent year^ 
with certain fees. ^ 

Perjury committed in any manned relating to this act, 
to be punished as in cases of wilful perjury at common law. 

Nothing contained in this act to be construed to abridge 
the Vights and privileges granted to this island by former 
proclamations, treaties, and acts. This act to be printed, 
and distributed by the governor, president of the council, 
speaker of the assembly, and registrar of slaves. 

This act to be deemed a public act, and taken notice of 
tis such. 
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SOME ACCOyiMr 

0»TIIB 

BRITISH SETTLEMENTS 

on ‘ % 

THE MUSQUITO SHORE. 

¥ 

Dram up for the Ute efOaotfnmmi M 1775, 


Having th^ honour of a seat in his Mi^esty’s eduncil of this 
island^ it has lately fallen to lot to be nominated in a 
committee appointed to inquire into the rise of some distur* 
bances and disputes among the British inhabitants on the 
Musquito shore. In this capacity many lettei^ and jpapers of 
importance hd\ e been submitted to my inspeotion> and sundry 
examinations of persons tak^n before me> from whence^ and 
some other very authentic and well selected information^ 
comniunicated to me by some intelligent friends who resided 
many years on the spot^^ I hava^ stated the foUowing par- 
ticulars^ which^ 1 not dbly provej^ beyond aUhqntradic- 
tion^ the rig|ht of the British crown to the sovereignty of this 
delightful and n^ost v4vWbs COunbgKlp but also show# that 
such advantages vdll natturallj^resnlt to our revenues^ cont^ ' 

* For the deKTiption whidi £>Uow» of the jQOsntiy, apd its nadvo iiduid* 
taats* I am princupally iedabted to the Bev, Mr. W****** who some 

years on the Mutquito shore* and which 1 chieilj in his own wwds, be- 
cause I cannot hope to add perspicuity or tbtte to his very eatiiftMtDry aad 
ele^nt aSconut. a. 
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mercc^ and navigation^ from its farther settlement and im- 
provement; such easy channels be opened, from our pos- 
session of it, of attacking the Spanish dominions in time of 
war, and such grateful retuirns be made to the private ad- 
venturer for whatever sudh may be expended in its cultiva- 
tion, as well deserve the most serious attention of government. 

> Lest, however, it should be supposed, that my duty, as one 
of his Majesty’s council requires ipe to suppress every infor- 
mation which 1 have received on t^s occasion, I think it 
necessary to premise, that I ha^e stated ho one fact or cir- 
cumstance, but what is of public cdhcern to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, and of commoif Notoriety on the Musquito 
shore. But, though I have strictly observed this rule, 
throughout the whole of this paper, 1 think myself, at the 
same time, free to declare, that neither in my capacity above- 
mentioned, nor otherwise, have I yet met with any informa- 
tion, reasoning, or occurrence, whatever, which either ought 
to, or can, the smallest degree, inyiLlidate or weaken the 
account which 1 urn about to give. 

With this plea t proceed and, first, in regard to the 
right which Great Britain has to the dominion'^ of this 
country, the folloi^ing facts appear to me to be clear and 
incontrovertible; namely^ that the native Indians of this 
country have never been conquered by, nor did they ever 
submit to, the Spanish'^ government; — that the Spaniards 
had never any settlement among them ;-^thatj during the 
course of upwards of one hundred years, they have main- 
tained a strict and uninterrapmd^dlfiance and friendship with 
the subjects of Great Sritafh : — that they have made a free* 
and formal Cession 'of thh doipiuloii of country to his 
Majesty's ^redceesBors, ackuowled^n^ king of Great 
Britain for their sovereign, be^re the American treaty coir- 
eluded ti^adrid ldUd701^ — that cession of the Indilifis 

to the lill^sh croWh ^as accepted On behalf of tlie^lcing of 
Great Britali|, bus been frequently aiUl very forinaUy repeat- 
ed by the natives ;---ftnd finally, that this accumhlation of 
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British right was not impaired by the last treaty of peace. 
These positions^ J s>ay^ appear to me certain and indis- 
putable. 

The first two are admitted by the Spaniards themselves. 
In regard to the next, iianaely the^^dnee of the itatives with 
the subjects and crown of Great Britain, and their submission 
to its government, previous to 1670; the following circum- 
stances, which, I presume, may be abundantly eonfitmed by 
original papers nnw in the plantation office, are r<>coAled by 
Sir Hans Sloane, ^ho was himself present in Jamaica, When 
the Musquito king, in person, applied to the Duke of Albe- 
marle, governor of that is)pnd, in the refgn of James the 
Second, to renew hid allegiance, and to crave protection. 

The memorial and substance,*’ says Sir Hans, ** of 
what he (the Htisquito king) and the people with him repre- 
sented to the Duke of Albemarle, was, that in the reign of 
Charles the First, the Earl of Warwick, by virtue of letters 
of reprisal, possessed himself of several islands in the West 
Indies, particularly that of Providence (dfneo called by the 
Spaniards St. Catalina), which i^ situated 13« lo" N. lat. 
lying east from Cape Graciaa-a-DioS (vulgarly known by 
the name of the Musquitos) between thirty and forty leagues ; 
which put the said earl upon all ways and means of foture 
correspondence with the natives of the said cape and neigh- 
bouring country ; and. In some little time, he was so suc- 
cessful as to gain that point, and prevailed with them so far 
as to persuade them to sentf^hnmi the king's dbn, leaving 
one of his people a# ho$ta|fa foi^im, which wad Colonel 
"IlHorris, now living New YoA. .the Indian J^nce going 


<ttp hU Authority and power over them> pud with tiiem uqa> 


hoi^e with thesHoe^ii staia in j^gS^^nnee years^m wluclr 
time the Indian natives having in tb^time 

intercourae and commerce ^ith those of Evidence wei« soon J 
mdde sensible of the grondeulr of his bf Great Britafg^ 

and how necessarjr his lirotection wai'w thckij'hpon fte 
return of the said tndiatf prince, they ^rsiv^d ^^1(1 to resign* 
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nimously declare themselves the subjects of his said Majesty 
of Great Britain ; in which opinion^*’ continues Sir Haps^ 
** they have ever since persisted^ and do own no other su- 
preme command over them.** — Hist, of Jamaica^ 1st Edit, 
vol. i. p. 76.) Y 

In the month of June, 1670, the famous American treaty 
was signed at Madrid, of which the 7th article stands as 
follows : 

The king of Great Britain, his heirs, and succchsors, 
shall have, hold, and possess, for ever, with full right of 
sovereign dominion, property, and possession, all lands, 
countries, islands, colonies, and dominions, whatever, situ- 
ated in the West Indies, or m any part of America, which 
the said king of Great Britain, and his subjects, do at this 
present hold and possess j so that in regard thereof, or upon 
any colour or pretence whatever, nothing may, or ought, 
ever to be urged, nor any ijuestion or controversy moved, 
concerning the same, hereafter/’ Let us now refer to the 
last treaty of peace, of which the I7th article is as follows : 

His Britannic Majesty shall cause to be demolished all the 
fortifications which his subjects shall have erected in the Bay 
of Honduras^ and other places of the territory of Spavtt, in that 
part of the worid, wlthifi four months after the ratification 
of the treaty,” Ac. 

From ignorance, as it would seem, that the first of these 
articles ever existed, or from some most unaccountable mis- 
apprehension and misconstruction of the second, has solely 
arisen any doubi* of hiaM^jestyilia just right to the sovereignty 
of this country 3 for, it must remembered^ that the Mus* 
quite shore is, no paM of the Bay of Hon^qi^, nor was it 
ever esteemed as such by the Spaniards th^selves, as plainly 
appears by every chart of thta coast in U$e among them. The 
bay or gulf of Honduras extends from Chjpe Catpche, in 
N. O' W. Ion. 86® 20' (reckoning ff 9 m^ London), to 

Cape Hon^uras^ in lat. N. 16® and W. Ion. 8^® 55% Brom 
Cape Honduras to the northern br|inch^r mouth of the Lahe 
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Nicaragua, Commonly called 6t. John’s River, in lat. about 
10^ lies the sea coast of the country commonly balled 
the Musquito shore; a country qn which the Spaniards never 
bad any footing, claim of occupancy^ oi^po8sedsion> from the 
beginning of the world to this day, If they had, they re* 
linquished it by the first of the foregoing articles ; for the 
native Indians of this country^ who had happily preserved 
ibeir freedom and independency, amidei the general carnage 
and desolation which tbe Spaniards had spread over the ter- 
ritories around them, had already applied for and obtained 
the British protection ; achnowledgiiig the king of England 
for their sovereign, as we have already shown ; so, that in 
fact, they were included in the very words of the above 
article, being at that tlmC^ to all intents and purposes, sub- 
jects of the British crown. This, their submission to the 
sovereignty of Great Britain, was not only most solemnly 
renewed, by the Musquito king in person, to the Duke of 
Albemarle, when governor of Jamaica, as before stated, but 
it is a fact, not to be denied, that they have made it a point 
to give, to almost evbry succeeding governor, fresh assurances 
of their dlegianqe ; in consequence of which. Great Britain 
did, for Upwards of a century, afford them protection ; and 
has for many years constantly distributed annual presents 
among their natwe chieftains. In the year 1741, a regular 
establishment of troops, under tbe command of a superin- 
tendant, was fixed there; and aU administration of justice, 
by magistrates and courts of qnartef^ session, was constituted 
in 1744> which contimsed to SubsHt ^under the auspices of 
government,^ till the last pcjoce, wben^U troops and military 
Stores were rella<rvad,^bixd oi^rsgifp^^ismodnt the gUns, 
and dismantle thilf ftntificaHons Which our people had built, 
for the prote^loq of them^^Ives and tbeir faithful friendly 
allies^ toe natlv^ Indians, who were noW to be eitposed to 
the implacabla rcSeUtmenlof a power from which they h|d 
every thing to dfead, and by which, but for oar piK>teetion, 
thby had long ago beehr exterminated. These unpolkic 
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orders were evidently grounded on a most Unaccountable 
notion that the Muaquito shore was part of the Bay of Hon- 
duras ; an astonishing instancy Of inattention^ to call it by no 
hajrsher name. A$ii h no part of the Bay of Honduras^ so 
nditjher is it any part/^oftbe territory of Spain in that part 
of the world i" for admitting the Spanish claim of predis- 
covery of the whole of this coasts aided as it was by the be- 
nevolent grant of<^pe Alexander the Sixths and admitting 
even (which I have shown ianol'the case) that the sabjects 
of England had no intercourse with the country previous to 
the conclusion of the American treaty in 1670, will it be pre- 
tended, in a nation so enlightened as ours, that circumstances 
of this kind are sufficient to justify the pretensions of the 
Spanish crown to enslave a free people, who, if not the sub- 
jects of Great Britain, are, by the laws of God and the uner- 
ring dictates of human nature, free at this day, to yield al- 
legiance to what power they please ^ 

Having thus briefly shown, that the right of Great Britain 
to the sovereign dominion of this country is founded on the 
best of all titles, namely, the unr^traiped and spontaneous 
consent of its free and ancient inhabitants, 1 shall now give 
the best jtecount I am able of the country itself. 

The sea coast, os before desbiibed, extends from Cape 
Honduras to the northern branch of the Nicaragua or St. 
John's river, a space of one hundred and eighty leagues j 
and if the distant mouataine,Svhich bound the Spanish terri- 
tories behind, be considered as the inland line, Great Britain 
possesses an extent of couniry here, chan half as large 
as the kingdom of Portugat* ^ 

Of thd pitoent Britlkltaeiileiii^ttf^ the three prtecipal are 
Block River, about twOpiy-six loagueoi'iieoriy east^, from Cape 
Honduras j Cape Gracias-O'^DSbo in lot, 64', about iifty- 
fouf leagues, nearly E. S. E. from Bfeck River; and Blew- 
fjelds, about seventy leagues, nearly south, fr«^ CapeGra- 
cila-a-Dios^^^ ^ 

From Blewfields to Black Rivar the country is generally 
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flat fgr jniks coast; but it riseaAntu hills 

]»Hfih.»«<)QA«r tiW„W€6twa®jl ctf.^hufjcjftiver, and.to the 
BOtttfcwajfd-ojfJflwfiaJds. ^ f , 

J^ocy'xa^yiof aniiatj'iiMMt.yc^gAj^.natUfe. for use or 
bean^, f0T food or luxury, ^h<w b$e$t S^j^liberalty 
on this country. It is every whert) plmtiA^Iy><)UtfS«^Ppd 
the soil k alntpst evaryswb^re fertile in a very u^mmon 
degree, anfl-capt^lt^of proving, ip tl ^ ytmost pe^ee^n, 
whatever is prodifuastl beti!eteft,t|tt.tr^i«B< ^he cqtt^ bush, 
the cocoa or chocolate-ntti, ^id<veneUoed)^iiri|l^ 
ously c 4 ^|>ver the <ot|ptr|r. 'Indigo, tod, is e native, and 
appear;! be of the,sa,jme.i^r|^wi(h that of tiiejieighbouring 
province of Gttatifltp|U is accounted'the beat of any. 

The augar>«nae arrives hpeeto as great perfection as in any 
of the klwdsj.aod lije quantity of lahhf^any and sarsa* 
parilla, aanually etpdtied frowvhtiice to^Gr^ijhBritain, ren* 
ders tho’aettlwnentttliieady an object of no small importance 
in the scale of her eomtndv^ smd navigation. The rlyers and 
coasts ahoRBd vi^hrintQ^etit^h} and the 
for food and sfaeU^^nadltem ih gt^er p^t^ty than jo any 
part of the knoani^Wi^. To whi<^ it may be added, and it 
is a ^rd^histance of ao small utUityr in an iQfanJtJ|t^ement, 
that thd^hmoths ^many of tbh’ prtpgippi a 

prodigious quantity of oystdr#,.lH^ bf the maogihye^nd flat 
specks t of the latter sort, thsiSiMfdl baiaks''t^at appear inex.' 
hatntiblejl iSo that tvlth reaphi^Ao^ food, the iphabitahts of 
this country seem' almosf 4 ^.^^«a||p>pted frqqt, ihe general 
curse eajailisd { y ' 

fnU^ fbur-^ 

two hqn!^ as Wiao)^taore of 

mixed b|^,,a^labont 0^e.hiw^red slaves. Of, these, one 
hundred and t&frty*siit ode hundred and twelve Uxix^ 

tures^ hnd atotit within a few 

milee of vifhteby hpWJ^r, is, in almost 

eytry view, one of tf^e )np|t incligible'^ituaitrolis^^ a capital 3 
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anJ^ indeed^ it became the lirst settlement t:hiefly on account 
of wbat causes this ineligibility : its nearness tu one extremity 
of the shore j and there being only about six feet water on its 
bar, having rendered this river the readiest and safest retreat 
^for our logwood cutt^rs^ whi were driven from the Bay of 
Honduras in 1730. 

Blewfields has very greatly the advantage over Black 
River in several f^lpects^ and bids fair to become a placet of 
importance. There is generally twelve or thirteen feet water 
at the entrance of the harbour. The BlufiF, an extensive 
rocky eminence, of very easy defence, has naturally almost 
every requisite for a town, and presents so bold a bank to the, 
harbour, that vessels of any burden may lie close to it when 
they load ; and several noble rivers, after having watered 
some of the richest laud, perhaps, in the world, empty tliem- 
selves in the vast lagoon of which this harbour is part. But 
it is full of worms, and much too far to the southward. 

The harbour of Cape Gracias*a*Dios is fbrnmd by an arm 
of the sea, large enough to hold the navy of Great Britain, 
and open only from E. by S. to $. S. W. froqi which points 
the wind seldom blows there. The inhabitants live on the 
edge of a very large savanna, perpetually covered with the 
most fattening pasturage, and bounding on the river Wanks,* 
wluch arises very near the ^outh Sea, and after successively 
passing the Spaniards, Indians friendly to, the Spaniards, 
Indians friendly to us, and Musquito Indians, rolls over a 
.shallow bar into the sea at this cape. 

The strength of current, and various course of this river, 
and many other obstructions to measurement of distance, 
•make it very difficult to ascertain the breadth of the conti- 
nent j but mules have been brought down to the cape, from 
•a place supposed to be considerably more than a hundred 

* Or Vaiikes; called also Yare. and Yuwra, and Cape iiver, and said to be 
full of falls. The Black river ot ihe text is the Rio Tinto of the SpanianN. 
Tlie Boca del Toro, and Cliiriqui Lagoon, si. b-^equentl} mentioiinl, are jiij» '> 
be found mi the ordinary Knglu' iiaps. — i' 

VOL. IV'. 
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leagues up the river, from whence it is said to be only two 
days' ride through the woods to the Spanish city of Leon. 

There are several small settlements between this cape and 
jAewfields, and one still further to the iouthward. 

The Musquito Indians, property SO called, and who^have 
been so justly remarkable for their fixed hereditary hatred of 
the Spaniards, and attachment to us^ ',\vere formerly very 
numerous, but they were much reduced, some years ago by 
the small pox. Their present number is from seven to ten 
thousand fighting men, formed into different tribes, both by 
nature and policy*^ by nature, from the general distinction of 
*pure Indians and Samboes > by policy, as living and acting 
under several chieftains, called king, governor, general, and 
admiral, each of whom has a different territory, and nearlv 
independent jurisdiction, though the king has an iinperfectlj 
defined supremacy both in power and dominion. 

The general’s people are Samboes, and stretch from 
Black River to near Cape Gracias-a-Dios. The king's xhief 
residence is about twelve leases south of the cape, his peo- 
ple are also SaVnboes, and his immediate precinct reaches to 
the capCf and runs far up the country..* The governor's pre- 
cinct joins to the king's, and extends between twenty and 
thirty leagues to the southward, till it meets the admirars. 
The people under these chieftains are pure Indians. 

The Samboes are supposed to derive their origin from a 
Guinea ship, which, it is said, was wrecked on the coa^t 
above a century ago. Certa; i Is, that their hair, 
plexion, fektures, and make, clearly prove an African an- 
cestry; from whom they have also inherited some of the 
worst characteristics of the worst African mind; for they 
arc generally false, designing, treacherous, knavish, impu- 
dent, and revengeful. 

The pure Indians are so called, because they are ffcc 
from any mixture of negro blood ; and their general condm t 
gives a very favourable idea of Indian nature* They art 
seldom guilty of |)ositivc evil, and often rise to positive good, 
when pCitive good does not retiuire much exertion of mind. 
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Their modesty, docility, good faith, disposition to friendship 
and gratitude, ought to engage equally our regard and pro- 
tection ; for the same virtues that render them amiable, will 
be likely to bring on their destruction frbm the enterprising 
ambition of the Sambt^es, 

The proper management of those heterogeneous people, 
watching over, gliding, and tempeiing the £>ambo restless- 
ness, and givin^eneouragement and activity to the inolkn- 
sive, but indolent disposition of the pure Indians, seem to be 
some of the most important objects of our policy. 

The British settlers have hitherto been einplojred chiefly 
in cutting mahogany, digging sarsaparilla, getting tortoise- 
shell, and purchasing skins of the Indians, of which the fur 
greater part has been shipped to England in British vessels. 
The exports in 1769 were about 8do,000 superficial feet of 
mahogany, ^00,000 lbs. of sarsaparilla, and 30,000 lbs. of 
tortoise*shell. 'i'here is also a small trade with the bordering 
Spaniards, and a few mules are occasionally sent to Jamaica. 

But a little encouragement would soon rouse a more ex- 
tensive and liberal spirit^ the spirit of cultivation, which, 
even in the present state of the colony, has begup to exert 
itself with tbe fairest appearance of success $ a little industry 
would soon discover an almost inexhUustible vaiiety of 
woods, gums, .and dyes, and the country abounds in veiy 
valuable ship-timber. 

Much, however, remains still to be done, before much 
benefit can be derived, either to the colony or to the mother 
country, from what has been done already. Of the motives 
which have hitherto^ prevented the British ministry from 
giving form and permanency to the settlement, and affording 
it that open countenance and full support under which it 
would certainly and rapidly rise to a place of the first impor- 
tance, it becomes me, perhaps, to pronounce with caution j 
but, I hope, 1 shall not offend in observing, that the dubious 
and unavowed plan of conduct with which government has 
ronducted Itself, in regard to thi< colony, ever sinre the con- 
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elusion of the last peace, neither tends to its speedy increase, 
nor much redounds to the honour and dignity of a great and 
])bwerful nation. Either the native Indians have purchased 
our protection by the cession of theitr country, and an unin* 
terrupted allegiance of upwards of a century, or they 
not. If they have, and the contract was reciprocal j jftjbe 
fullest protection and support was repeatedly promised them, 
on the part and by the authority of the British crown ; if, in 
consequence thereof, they have hitherto received our people 
with open arms, have constantly encouraged and assisted 
them to the utmost of their power, always consfdering our 
enemies as theirs ; if, by these means, they have incurred the 
implacable resentment, not only of the Spanish nation, but also 
of many powerful Indian tribes, in alliance with that crown, 
and entailed inevitable destruction on themselves and thcii 
children, in case we now desert them; and finally, if the 
many advantages above stated are likely to accrue to our 
commerce and navigation from the possession of this coun- 
try ; if these, 1 say, are facts notorious, (and no person I am 
persuaded, who has any knowledge of the subject, will at- 
tempt to prove the contrary,) it will, perhaps, be difficult to 
assign a reason which bears even the colour Of plausibility^ 
fur the neglect and disregard which is now shown ‘^to these 
poor, friendless, and affectionate people, and to the interest*' 
of the British settlers among them, who, indeed, are now 
daily decreasing, and if the present system, with regard to 
them, is much longer pursued, must either quit the countrv 
or perish in the ruin that seems to await thenik 

Considered in every point of view, the desertion of thi*' 
colony appeals impolitic and extraotdlnary. The easy mean*- 
of attacking the Spanish dominions in time of war, and even 
shaking her vast empire in ^outh America to the foundation, 
by the way of the lake of Nicaragua, afford so mighty a pro- 
spect of conquest, wealth, and glory, to the Briti-ih arms, thaJ 
I cannot persuade myself government has ever been rightly in- 
formed in a circumctance of so great importance. 1 have 
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been assured^ if I am not greatly deceived in my recollection, 
that a vessel of thirty tons has sailed up to the entrance of 
this lake, which very vessel afterwards made a voyage to 
Jamaica. From the Interior boundary of the lake, to the 
rie^st part of the South Sea coast, the distance does not 
exceed ten or twelves leagues, through a level country j it is 
true, indeed, the entrance into the river, from the harbour 
of bt. John's, is j^Otnewhat obstructed by a ^bar, on which 
there are only five feet water but the inconveniency result* 
ing from hence may be cured surely, in a great measure, in 
case an armament is sent there, by constructing the transport 
vessels, for conveying troops up the lake, with flat bottoms. 
The harbour above-mentioned, called St. John's, is very ca- 
pable of containing from ten to fifteen Ships of war, with 
shallow water births of about three falChom ; and there is 
room enough for one hundred sail of transports besides, 
which will lie perfectly secure from the north and south 
Winds, the only dangerous winds on the coast. 

The harbour of Cape Gradas-a-Dlos has been mentioned 
already j but the finest harbour in all the continent, from 
Honduras to Porto Bello, is undoubtedly the Boca-del-Toro« 
a place hot only capable of containing the wholfe navy of 
Great Britain, with good anchorage throughout, but vt^hich 
has within it many excellent harbours, sheltered from the 
wind at every point of the comp ^ss^ it commands a tract of 
country one hundred miles in extent, and joins a lagoon, 
called the Chiriqui lagoon. The rivers that empty them- 
selves into this lagoon are indeed little known to any people, 
except our Musquito Indians, who say they have traced some 
of tliem quite back to the Spanish settlements* They aver, 
that there is a lagoon on the Sduth Sea coast, right opposite 
to Che Chiriqui lagoon, and that these lagoons have a com- 
munication wtth each other, by means of somj^ 6f the rivers 
above-mentioned i certain it is, than from a hi^ on^ the in- 
terior banks of the Chiriqui lagoon, ^ tjbere is a spacious 
prospect of both seas. The navigation into the harbour we 
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are now speaking of will be attended with no kind of diffi- 
culty to ships of the largest tonnage^ the smallest depth 
being five fathom. 

But the lake of Nicaragua^ beyopd all dispute^ presents 
the most obvious and certain channel of attacking the Spaaii- 
ards with success in the richest of their South American 
settlements •, and for this reason alone^ if for no other^ it is 
an object of the greatest importance to Gr^t Britain-— was 
going to addj qf more value than even the possession of Gib* 
raltar itself^* 

B. EDWARDS. 


Jamaica, 10th Nov. 1973. 


* The occadiou of Governor Johnstone’s la^ying the above Memorial before 
ParUaroenf, was the seizure of the sloop Monung Star, (Alexander Blair and 
Gr. Charles Irviiig owners,) By two Spanish guarda-costas, at the settlement 
at Black river, 1776. Lords North and George Germaine were of opinion, 
that the act complained of was not a Spanish aggression, but act of piracy 
committed by a privateer of the revolted British colonics.— £. 
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ADVERTISEMEN i\ 

This Poem js ito|»erfeot in every sense oi the word. It presumed, 
however, that the subject of it is as happiiy adapted for descriptive and di- 
dactic poetry, as any that can be imaginecL The magnificent scale wheieoii 
natural objects in this part of the globe ane in general formed, the beauty and 
no/el^ of the scene, could not fail to supply an able artist with many new, 
rtrilung, and p1cture0que imagea. These^ and vanous collateral topics (among 
others, the first voyage mnd discoveries of Coiumbus — the subsequent con- 
quests and cruelties of the SpanijavdsH — the production of the soil, and method 
of cultivation— 'the slavery and superstitions of the African Negroes^— the dis- 
eases of the climate— -the great irregularities of nature, and the devastations 
^h^ch are sometimes occasioned by floods, hniricanes, and earthquakes), 
a fiord rich materials for a Poem, that might prove at once ori^nal, instructive, 
pathetic, and sublime* 

Aniniatcd by this idea, tlie author, at a veiy early penod of llfi?, presumed 
to sketch out a West Indian Oeorgic, ni four hooks, of which the lines now 
printed constituted the first; and he had nearly completed the seeohd, when 
hu maturer judgment led him to believe, that he had undertaken a task to 
which ius abilities were not competent. If, however, by pvej^&ving and pub- 
lishing what he thus admits to be impcifcct, he shall inqite some person of 
greater talent to adopt and coniplrtt the theme, he shall think that his laboui s 
have not been in vain 
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CONTENTS OF THE FIRST BOOK. 

Svfbject jjroposed.^Invocation to tJie memory of a friend,— Address, iojfjrint 
Bntam, — Mountainous fdce of the country. — The islands if the Atlantic 
vcean supposed to have been formerly ports of a gteat continent — The advan- 
tages, which the islands in general have derived from the separation, pointed 
out and illustrated by a display if the inemveniertces to which the mhabitants 
vf South- America (under (he torrid zone) are Oubfett. — Jamaica tn particular 
highly favoured in the J vagrancy if it$ wOods, the salu^ity f its hills, and 
the abundance oj its excellent springs -rr-Braise f the Agualta — A noon- 

tide SiXTie on Its banks. — Desenpiton if the morning at suTMise on the 
coasu — Jdetum to the mountcuns.— Their v>mdc\}ul use in the torrid 7egio»i 
as being the parents of springs and liters — A morning scene in the mountaui - 
oit«; if ike country.— Beautiful prospect if the plains and sunoundm ^ 
country, trees, ^ c . — Heat at noon, and Us effects on the animal creatimi, — 
Tyiening, and sudden approath o) iiight — Land breeze.— Beauty of the 
Ueavms. — Fire fits —Rising f the moon, — Jmocation to the spirits ifihi 
ancieni natives. — Their destruction by the Sjiamaids lamented, and speech of 
IncotHfOnh if the Indian chiefs, to the Uisit sad remnant of hts foUovtr ^ , 
whkh concludes the Book, 


Jamaica's beauteous isle and genial clime 
1 sing. Attend, ye Britons! nor disdain 
Th’ adventurous ibuse to verdant vales that soars. 
And radiant realms, beyond th* Atlantic wave 5 
Ardent to gather for her Albion's brow 
A tropic wreath, green with immortal spring. 

Guide 6i my earliest youth — a seraph now" 
in Heaven— thoV there, far nobler themes employ 
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Thy rapturous hours ! wilt thou, my Teale^ (as wont 
Ere fate forbade) inspire my numbers ? Thee, 

Lov*d and lamented friend ! 1 still invoke. 

Whose magic verse with love of song first fir*d 
My glowing bosom, and whose guardian 
In life's gay morn, from passion's devious maze 
Oft turn’d my erripg feet. Thy favourite groves 
Once more 1 seek, and many a well-known haunt 
Revisit, where the tender thought recala 
Thy social converse, and approving smile. 

That cheer'd in happier days the sultry clime, 

AncPhalf suppress'd th* involuntary sigh 
For distant Albion ! Oh, propitious still. 

Dear honour’d shade, (so pleas'd in life to stray 
Down soft affection’s path,) on angel wings 
Descending, hover o'er my lonely walk. 

And still, thro' life’s perplexipg labyrinth, lead 
My wayward footsteps i nor sometimes forget 
The muse, that now thy once*lov*d island sings ; 

By thee first taught, thy friendly voice still soothes 
Her evening slumbers, prompts her matin song. 

^nd thou, dear soil maternal! tho' from thee 
\gain I w'ander, from my glowing breast 
Nor distant skies, nor intervening seas, 

^hall rase thy lov’d idea — n'ltivc clime 
Of beauty, virtue, liberty, and la\^! 

And when my beateirbark, returning, dares 
Once more the rough Atlantic, and thy cliffs 
(Old Ocean’s boast) high o’er the dusk*’grecii wave 
€atch my full eyes, fond fiihey pleased shall point 
Thy vallies doubly fertile, doubly bright 
Thy hills : then shall th’ accordant muse exult i 

With higher rapture, and with strengthen'd wing^< 
Explore a loftier flight— thy praise her theme. 


* The Reverend Isaac Tealc, ivho died in Jamaica, lOdi janoary, 1764 — K. 
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Meanwhile^ ye torrid heavens^ not undismayM, 

(The path untrod) nor with undazzled sight, 

1 seek your burning confines ; where sublime 
Yon wonderous mountains rise, whose shaggy sides 
Invest thV ethereal azure, and whose brows 
Th* eternal vapour shrouds ! Great nature there 
Reigns in dread majesty, and unshorn strength. 

Ye hoary piles, ye heaven-aspiring cliffs ! 

Say, did th’ Almighty Father bid upheave. 

Thro* the torn bosom of th’ astonish’d deep. 

Your many- tower’d heights, what time his voice 
Creative first inform’d th* inactive mass ? 

Or laid the Sovereign Architect alone 

Your firm foundations in th* unfathom’d waves, 

And saw your lofty peaks emerging rise 

Slow and progressive ? Ages thus (if thus 

Th’ Eternal plann’d) have roll’d away, nor seen 

Your mighty infancy ; and still perhaps 

Shall long revolving ages roll, ere stops 

Your giant growth ! Oft ’midst your secret shade^^ 

(Conflicting thunders echoing deep below) 

Musing 1 Wander, and admiring trace 
Old Ocean’s abdicated empire there. 

I see, in Vvonderous strata, deep and vast. 

Extraneous forms, once subjects of the main, 

The branching coral, and the pearly shell, 

Left by the refluent waters, as the earth 
From chaos rose ^ or when th’ uplifted surge 
Broke from his strong foundations, and o’erwhelm’d 
The sons of men impenitent ! Some deem 
1'hc mountains then, jproud Tenerife’s giant Peak, 

Atlas, and mightier Andes, first display’d 
J'heir uncouth summits— fix’d in awful sigp 
\)i wrath divine awak’d ! that many a realm — 

Scat of proud empire since— was but a wreek 
Of the crush’d world, and even th’ Atlantic isles 
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But bplendid ruins j the dispers’d remain!? 

Of sonie fair continent/wide>spreading once 
From Apalachia’s hills to Faria’s gulf— 

The same^ perchance^ of which Egyptus* lore 
To godlike Solon told. But pitying Heaven, 

Still merciful in anger, mark’d and spar’d 

I'he scatter’d fragments 3 o’er them gracious threw 

The robe of radiant beauty, and ordain'd 

Sweet plenty crown their vales, and health their si.ores;. 

Ye happy islands, in the wonderous change 
Rejoice ! nor envy Mexico's proud realms. 

Nor rich Potosi'a ore, sad sdurce of crimes 

And seas of guiltless blood ! Th* unhealthful mine 

Useless and barren, ’till exchang’d its dross 

For nobler products. Thousands, too, condemn’d 

(Hard fate !) t’explore the latent metals, die 

Inglorious. Even the ambient air is fraught 

With poison : the poor slave, that has not seen. 

For many a mournful year, the cheerful da)^. 

Falls not alone i from earth’s deep caverns rise 
Foul baleful blasts, that scatter fate around r 
While the dank wood, which never sun-beam pij^rc’d^ 
Boundless as ocean, as the Deluge old. 

Biends the moist vapour, and infects the heavens. 

Nor only the dank wood, and t )%ious mine, 

Mark the wild wastes beneath the burning zone: 

On Darien’s «iarbhy shores, and the rank plains 
Of hot Q^iana, to the sickertin^ gale;' ' 

O’er many a savage solitary 'eague, " 

The sullen pool malignant breathes 

Futridlrontagion. The proud lake tiiat laves, 
In^fabulous lore. Dorado’s golden wall, 

Sleeps stagnate j or, by autumn’s Hoods when swoln. 
Spreads wider ruin j teeauug monstrous births 
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And reptile tribes in myriads, without name, 

Unclean and noisome. In the tainted breeze 
Pale Death exults, and anufifs his prey afar! 

Rejoice, ye beauteous isles ! whose happier shore‘s 
Nor foul infection blots, nor births obscene 
Ditre enter. Thee, Jamaica, chiefly thee, 

Be grateful ever. Fragrant are thy woods. 

Thy hills salubrious, and thy valleys gay. 

Tho’ fierce the suti that gilds thy sultry plains?, 

Shades unpolluted, sweetly murmuring rills. 

Are thine : from every hill e^fuberant flows 
The bubbling fountain, whence thy fainting sons 
Drink life and joy. Now, while the dazzling hea\en<^ 
Pour on my aching brows their fires intense. 

Waft me, ye winds, ye salutary gales. 

To the cool margent of Agualta’s * flood. 

Whose deep delicious shrnles the noontide beau. 
I$[nows not to pierce ! Where Leganez* blue hills 
Aerial rise, in formidable state, 

'Mid clouds and stoims ‘?ublime, the parent gjd 
Holds his imperial throne; there, jojful, see 
The tributary vapours spread, and hears 
Elate, as to his deep-ton'd voice accords 
The deeper thunder. From his secret urn 
A thousand rivulets stream ; soft warbling son 
Others precipitant, with louder tone. 

Call the fix'd eye to where the vast cascade 
Falls bright in awful beauty ; 'till the god 
His vagrant train unite$, and to the vale 
Pours fierce th* impetuous torrent. Gently no ^ , 
Pleas’d with the cool recess, the copious flooo 
Oft turns delighted, lingering as he rolls i 


• A rivci* so call \ m iIjc i ouiUium of Jan- ( a. 
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And ever gently roll, sweet stream, as now 
Soft murmtnring ; in thy crystal waters still 
My languor solace, and affliction's sons 
Drink sweet oblivion. Bathe your wearied limbs. 

Ye Lybian maidens, unreproved, unaw'd : 

(Nor sportive smiles, nor hovering loves, disdain 
Your harmless revels.) While the yielding wave 
' Some clasp with circling arm, and buoyant float 
The profluent eddy ^ others, bolder still. 

Plunge in the blue profound, and pleas'd far off 

Emerge exulting. In the jocund toil 

They waste th* unconscious hours j forgot awhile — 

Could slavery but forget— past cruel wrongs. 

And dread of future woes. But soon (too soon !) 

The sportive smiles, and hovering loves, are fled — 

For now, the bank obtain'd (th' invidious term 
Of sweet indulgence pass'd), afflictive thought. 

And aching memory, and anxious dread, 

Cloud each dejected brow. Soft Ebo * nymphs 
Awake the plaintive lay ^ their own sad fate. 

Torn from their native fields and sable loves. 

Lamenting loud. The hard impending rocks 
T'heir sighs re-echo, and the Agualta flows 
In deeper murmurs. On the vvillow'd bank. 

By Babylon's proud stream, thus Israel’s sons 
Bewail'd their captive doom, and 2ion lost ! 

# 

But ace triumphant,, through the gales of mom— 

Not with meek roseate smile, and gentle step 
Soft-stealing— but with ardent eye rnflam'd. 

Day's radiant god his bur]:iing axle whirls. 

And unrelenting, o’er the scorched plains. 

Leads the hot Hours. Quick from his piercing gaze 

^ Itic F.lio Nc^toes arfe llw* gemkst and mildest of all the nations of 'Mru .. 

t’Y r liao into rebellioti; bi jfrcsi i ul v^'d^r a Sfiue of their conditio:’ 
■i id doitio’' ihcTD-oUes 



APPENDIX. , 


Shrinkb the youngs Twilight^ and affrighted seeks 
Til’ embowering grove, and mountain's western shade. 

’Tis langour all ! Wide o’er the sultry shore 
The blazing torrent spreads ; th* umuflled sea 
Shines like fus’d silver ; and the solar ray. 

Thence fierce reflected^ darts redoubled lire. 

No kindly interposing cloud is seen ; 

No zephyr breathes. The stagnate air o’erpowers 
Life's functions; and chill age, and ardent youth, 
Oppress’d alike^ invoke the lingering breeze. 

He comes I he comes ! the white crown’d wave afar, 
The salutary power proclaims. And now, 

(Heated and rarefied the eastern heatens,} 

His parent sun he follows, and elate. 

Leads o’er the laughing land his sportive train 
Oh blow, delightful gales, and on >our wing:> 

Sweet coolness bring ! So, from my air> bower*^. 
Shall bloated Febris fly : the Ibenan vale» 

Her fit abode, where < uba’s slothful sona, 

In woods ne’er open’d to the cheering ray, 

Their languid hours drag on ; forbidding thco, 

Kind breeze, to enter: thee, best friend, to lil<" ’ 

Nature revives ! The vivid ether flows 
Pure, balmy, vigorous; to the sinking soul 
Breathing dysium. Meantime Ocean smiles 
And day’s fierce tyrant pours, or seems to pour, 

A milder radiance and a soften'd beam 
Rejoicing in the gale# H lovelier green 
Th’ extended cane-field wears, and gently wave^ 
Luxuriant, To the unpolluted ear 
How mtti^l, amid the verdaut rank^. 

The breeze soft whispering ! N u unuinefhl evt u 
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His mightier voice resounding, when the waves. 

Driven by his breathy rage idly on the sliore. 

Yet days there arc when unrelenting heat 
Unconquer’d trium]>lis when the healing brcf ze 
Comes not, or, struggling, Hag$ his weary wings 
Oppress’d. Even now, your lone retreats, ye hills. 

Once more I seek j your cool pure atmosphere 
1 drink, and live. Meantime the varied scene, 

Awful and boundless, draws th* enchanted eye. 

Till wonder ends, in rapt devotion lost ! 

Regions of ancient glory, boast no more 
Your cloud-crownM summits ! Where is now thy pride. 
Fam’d Appenine ? Girt with a triple zone 
(Themselves a world) to Chili’s southern bounds, 

Stretch the vast Andes 3 with whose mighty crests 
Compar’d, the Alpine heights, abash’d, sink down 
Their heads, astonied and old Etna Shrouds 
In smoke and murky ilame his conscious shades- 
Nor let presumptuous man, with bounded view. 

Arraign the Mighty Maker, and misdeem. 

Of wisdom infinite, that varied thus 

Ihc earth, and fix’d th’ aspiring mound sublime! 

Oh rashly impious ! ye who deem th’ Allwise 
Hath form’d aught ciring — from the Sovereign Hand 
Snatch the dread sceptre, and, far wiser ye. 

Sweep from th’ astonish’d earth ihe Nubian hills, , 

And Tibet’s heights remote ; or, bolder still. 

Bid Chimborazo * sink, or lo ! (a name 
Alone) Nilus and Ganges shall be sought 
111 and wondrous Amazon no more 
MuHiirck of doodd, o’er leagues unnumber’d roll. 


• Th ' 1 t ' ‘ oi ’111 \'ult 1 . 
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For^ from thtfi boundleS'? deep by the hot sun 
Exhal’d, eie on the wing^ of mighty winds 
Upborne, aloft th’ aerial waters float 
Expansive : by th* attractive hills rondensM, 

The congregated vapours ponderous pour 
Their liquid treasures, that would else, perchance, 

Roam useless through the void, or haste uncheck’d 
Back to their native sea, while the parchki world 
In unextinguishable thirst would burn. 

Even when relentless o’er th’ Atlantic isles 
Drought lifts his iron hand (chief when the sun, 

Tuin’d towards the northern tropic, gives to blov\. 

With strength redoubled, the diurnal breeze. 

While far aloof the spiry clouds are driven) 

Even then, yon towering hills rise not in vain ; 

For still, at Heaven’s command, the Deep unlocks 
His unexhausted fountain, and his waves 
Pour through the secret mazes of the earth. 

In silent progress, permeates and ascend 
The finer fluid — from th’ abhorr’d cm brat e 
Dissolv’d of pungent brine — till fioirt the peak, 

(That towers with loftier brow, as widei spicads 
The subject continent) impetuous gush 
The defecated waters ; to the vale 
Jocund they haste : the thirsty craveller heaM, 

Well pleas’d, their voice soft warbling: Earlii, n eantune, 
In lovelier verdure blooms : the liquid tram 
Bid soft fertility smile wide around. 

And spring awaits them } ’till the deep recals 
His truant offspring, and th’ eternal round 
Again propitious speeds So flows, in man, 

’1 he crimson fluid j from the heart propell’d, 
d'hrough tubes unnumber’d, to the heart again. 

Now, while pale Phosphor scarce hi*i gliuiintring lamp 
Withdraws, and ere the ‘^hoit-liv'd twilight tIit’->, 

V 
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\Vuh‘ o er ih* irri^kious vullcy kloep below, 

Stc the dense vapours (that in d.iy’s juoud reign 
Intlated nse^ and in the ambient air 
ISIeh IVoni th’ impcrfict sight,) by night’s cold hand 
Compress’d, still Jiiii*cr iVer their parent sprii gs — 

A woiidious ^cenc ’ to faiicy’o plastic eye^ 

As if main ocean I'roin his mound had broke^ 

Tiie world o’erwhelming ! nor reluctant ! 

*Juit sleep’s soft empire, and, deaeending proncj 
Vield iny parch’d bosom to the chill embrace 5 
lor, pleas’d, th’ inspiring hour Flygeui crowns. 

And reno^ ated Nature glad resumes 
Her \ern d cliarms, and pours forth all her sweets. 
iMid the deep wilderness, where spicy groves 
Spontaneous rise, what grateful incense fills 
Th’ attemper’d atmosphere! Pimenta’s^ shades, 
llich with opjiressive bliss, the sense o’erpower^ 

And Jasmin tendrils, with the Cyprian leaf, 

(The consecrated myrtle) glad entwin’d, 

Iheir milder balms dilFiise. Nor, roy, denies 
A brighter Flora to the opening dawn. 

Her beauteous tribute: o’er the fragrant hedge. 

Where the green Lime her sweet refieshrnent breathes. 

Pride of the morn, in radiant beauty, blows 
The crimson Senaf. To the soften’d skies,* 

Meantime, the varying Rose f (fair India’s boast,) 

* Taniuicd popper, or allspice, ’ll botanic iiaiiw is A'olbintv 

(.III be laoro luaulilul or ?5tlicious than .1 grove i*f tliti»c Iroes, nhith now grow 
spomancousl> aiui in great abund.'iuce in Ibo paiisbesof bl. Annand TieLiwny. 
1 jicculiar td .fainaicd. 

t lli( b« t imc i.aiiio IS jjohuiana. Jl is coninu m 1 \ knoiAii thi. mnie ol 
dubido" pridt. birHans Sio.ii\e'’HiNU som ui,tnboua >/ n}oya^oT I 
t M.i, nnd it Las ntarly the sirai^ virtues .is thc^l/f n ntinuc mi, .nid n m lublos 
ii 1 1 llic pod. llic llowrrs are tr.insfcndriitlv be.uilitul, .uid an cKgaiit 

u d tip of a purgative quality, ana the loot atioids a jbCflilet dye. 

I Cl iiijiionb calkd die China rose ; hi 1 ui.pi t-poily. li is the hih'icus muiu- 

Ol ( hango ible rose. Of Linn i u>. r.iil^ in the luorniug it isof aniosi pi r- 
Itcl and bc.uitlfol wliiU ; alioul noon il t-HSiiiiies a loic colour; and becumuol 
a dtrp K'i at m^Lt, whin il coiltiucU and diCi. 

“ |i 
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Spreads her chaste bosom in the lily’s hue 
ArrayM : till, by the parish day oppress’d. 

Her flowrets droop, and, deeply blushing, \ell 
Their virgin glories. Beauty’s emblem this. 

Our morning’s wonder, and our evening’s sigh*. 

But transitory all ! — Even while I gaze. 

The vision flies. Chang’d is the vernal scene, 

The cool, the shady ; nor the balmy tribes, 

Nor twilight’s humid hand, can long thy rage 
Omnipotent, solstitial Jieat, repel ! 

From the pierc’d vale th’ incumbent vapours ri^c. 

Into thin air diffiis’rf. The sultry blaze 
Ascends all-conquering, and the mountainb burn. 

Yet, though the glorious god (emerging thus 
In fierce effulgence) from the startled plains 
Lifts the dense curtain, he unfolds to view 
Far nobler scenes — thy triumph, Industry ’ 

A verdant ocean see ! Th’ ambrosial cane 
O’er many an acre spreads, till Ocean's ^elf 
Bounds the rich level, and exulting beats 
The sail of commerce on his burhish’d breast. — 

But thine the flowing charm, th’ unbounded range, 
Almighty nature — thine the woodland reign ! 

Even on the summit, by disparting clouds 
Reveal’d, and cliffs sublime, the palm-treef towers. 

And stems of wondrous growth, sons of the zone. 

To whom even Britain’s oak diminish'd bends ; 

Th* immortal mastic, mammee'sj graceful shaft. 

And far- fam’d acajou § spread deep around, 

* A liiu" from Young’s Night Tlionghta. 

t 'i’ho species of i)alm here meant is the palmeto-ro j al of Barbados, wliich, 
IS Mr. Long obseives, is one of tlie most heautUiil trees ij\ the world, Ligon 
meniions some, at the first seUlenietif of Barbados, tibove two hundred leti in 
height; and Ray speaks ot another two hundred and Kjveuty feet ; one hun- 
dred feet is a very common lieighi. 

t Bastard mammee, called by the Spaniards iSanta 3tttna. 

^ Mahogany. 



Jill penetrable umbrage* TdlStf* fiejpe 
Extends his uncouth arms, « 

His Silky down , yet yields yoif 
Pre-eminence meantime. 

Warm’d by the genial t lime, u 
Her choicest tri isures , avocado 
Her marrowy pear uncropt, and 
Her racy pods, and rnild banana 
Unnotic'd Ihese, and others 
Mock the ])roud infideb and loud ^ 

Almighty goodness, boundless lovp 



But see, lejoicing in his strength^ the 5U^ 

Blounts to meridian glory 

'1 he broid refulgence spreads, ti)|mi^ Wide licavens 
Blaze one vast held of undulatiUj^^pl^* 

Ye eastern skies unfold » ye bre^^ blow ’ 

I pant I burn O spread thy 1^1^ off hade, 
Majestic cedar ^ Open all your 
\ e gelid fountains ^ Bring youiv| 


That o er these gardens of the sui 



powers 
eside . 


♦ Iho bp inish njiiK ot the wil ] cotuiiHfe^ , it» bot i iicil name is hvmbnx 
t I his> njc n irch of llio woods, wl osc em^n txteuds o\er Asm and Africa 
as well as ti e tiopitnl pirls oi Anuma, is dr crilntl hy our divino poc' willv 
it txitlmss 


IK 1 ^ li f , not that kind for fi ml renow n d 
Bi t <iiu ii IS at this day ( i li liaiis ki own 
Jn Malibir aid Dtnn, spreads hu anus 
Ih mcliing CO b)oa(t»and long,, tJwtr in the groi n 1 
Jhc bf irded twigs tdJtc root, aAd daughters gi w 
Above Ihi motlur tru , a pillaf^^Hhade, 

H gh mer arched f and choing Hxdlks bcliLeen > 

Paridise I ost, [\ 

It IS e llrd in the Jast ludic ihc ) TnifUT(i irec M n^,dtrj gives ttir 

/II \ Mg u Hint of the Hnnensicn ot fii near ujts twenty miles wesi of 
IKtn ji Bcngd diameter, thne hundred and pixt^ thite to five hui died 
and sevent\ tivt fut, ciu iimfere ici of shidow, it noon, one thousand one 
hundred and sixteen f t circumfi rence of the scveial stems in na;^beir fifty 
or ’ixty, nin<* hundicd <ind twenty one f tl Hict Sumatra, p 131, 
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The generous grape^ the milky coco bring. 

Or bid the lemon^ and the pungent lime. 

Their cooling beverage pour : my fainting soul 
Imbibes the melting pulp, and tasteb of heaven ' 

Offspring of heat, and countless ns the stars 
That beam resplendent round the throne of night. 
Gay insect-tribes, ten thousand beauteous dyes 
And orient colours waving. In the shine 
Exulting sport. Their hum is hamony. 

The voice perchance of gratitude to heaven ; 

How gently soothing, if the plaintive dove 
Blend her mild melody ! The general song 
Lulls to soft slumber in the feverish hour. 

Yet thin the plumy choii^ for Nature, here 
Content to lavish on the feather'd race 
All beauty's radiance, gives to other climes 
The tribes melodious i Philomel * alone~ 

Not her the queen of European groves. 

Yet no mean rival— from the towering palm 
PourS.forih the note still varying: all the night, 
Even as the Philomel of British shades. 

She sings rejoicing. But afflictive heat. 

Intensely enl^nt, to earth’s centre now 
Hath pierc'd, and animated nature Idl 
Droops wearied j to the gloomiest covert haste 
The plumy nations 3 him alone except, 

Like the stern eagle solitary seen. 

The ravening gallinazo.f On the wing ^ 

He dares th' unmitigated blaze, and towers 
Aloft 3 thence with inexorable eye 
To trace, on th* unfrequented shore remote. 

The parent crocodile. Lo, this the hour 
(The world reposing, as if midnight reign’d) 

^ * ' 

* Hie taock«bird, or American nightinn^e. ** i 

t HieTutlcey vulture, vulgarly called the carrion-erow. 
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She from the brackish stream, her cool retreat. 

Creeps cautious ; and by wondcrous instinct led. 

To earth’s all- fostering* bosom soft consigns 
The vital shell. 1 he general mother, pleas’d, 

Beceives th’ inci])ient nature — soon to wake 
The latent life. But see, th* insatiate fowl, 

Thithef descending prone, th’ incumbent glebe 
Explores, and riots on the embryo young. 

Exhausted thus, whilst nature languid droops. 

Me too, reclined amid the coco*grove. 

Or where the interwoven plantain spreads 
Her verdant canopy, let gentle sleep 
Envelop, till the sultry hours are past. 

The sportive zephyrs, rustling o’er my head. 

Shall fan the undulating air, and soothe 
My slumbers — to the paradise of dreams 
My waking fancy waft. Ilhfated he. 

The heedless wanderer on Asia’s plains. 

Whom treacherous sleep o’ertahes. Him, from her lair, 
Marks the fell panther; as aghast he wakes. 

On his scar’d visage full her flaming eyes 

Are fix’d, while from her hollow breast she heavest 

Horrid and dreadful, the fate*boding sigh I ^ 

Nail’d by the fascinating glare, his limbs 
Forget their functions, and supine he dies ! 

* U- 

Far happier we,^^]ho, lanc'd by Oi.ee0> 

Secure in soft serehi^y, and vtedte. 

As no^, to gladness j for beaVens relent. 

Sccj a mild tempering baxe diffus^e shades 
The bright cerulean, asithe reliant god 
Impetuous hastens to th* Atlantic wave ; 

Yet, sinking, he dilates^ and in his strer^hw 
Still glories. the abdicated skies 

Now gaily spread ten thousand golden forms 
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And gorgeous phantoms, empyrean flame 
And worlds of fire. So/momentary glares 
Thy gilded reign. Ambition 5 and, as night 
Thus comes abrupt, Oblivion spreads her veil, 

Shades thy proud triumphs, and shuts out the scene • 

0 ye soft gales, who in the train of night 
Your downy pinions wave, who all the day 
]|Kepose amid the mountains* cool retreats. 

Your course delay not ! The diurnal breeze 
Now slumbers on the tranquil wave exhaust : 

Fan the still air, ye gales : with balmy breath 
Inspire th* enliven'd functions ! Now on high 
Refulgent Venus and the starry train 
Spangle the vivid hemisphere. Around, 

Myriads of insect-meteors,^ living latnps. 

People the glittering air ! A fairy world 

1 tread ; a land of genii ! Airy shapes. 

Oft visible to contemplation’s eye. 

Roam in the midnight hour these sacred shadesi ^ 

Nor unobserv’d while now the starry train 
Burn withf diminish'd lustre ^ for, behold. 

The it^diant indOn bids meaner glories fade. 

No cloud her course obscures, and high she towers, 

Guiding in awful majesty through heaven 
Her silver car, triumphant o’er the dark. 

Sure 'tis illusion and enchantment all ! 

For still fond fancy, through th6 shadowy glade. 

Sees visionary fieeting forms r^tUl^heara ^ 

* Tliese are ttie fire^filea, vrhiofa ^IfDundin the interigr parls of the country, 
Slid to a stranger liave a wonderful and singulai appearance. They consist ot 
different species, some of which emit a light, resembling a spark of fire, from a 
globular prominence near eaeh eye ; and dthers frotai their sides, in the act of 
respinfion. They ore far more kmnious tlian the ^ow^worm, and iiil the air 
on all rideth^like so many living shvs, to the astonishment aiid terror of d tra. 
veller uilitCQstoAlied to the country. In the day time they disappear. 
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Sounds more than human. Once a gentle lace 
Own'd these fair valleys. From the birth of time 
These groves, these fountains, and these hills were theirs- 
Perhaps e'en now their spirits delighted haunt 
Their once-lov*d mansions. Oft the pensive muse 
Recals, in tender thought, the mournful scene. 

When the brave Incotel, from yonder rock. 

His last sad blessing to a weeping train 

Dying bequeath'd. The hour," he said, arrives. 

By ancient sages to our sires foretold ! 

Fierce from the deep, with Heaven's own lightning arroM, 
The pallid nation comes ! Blood marks their steps , 
Man's agonies their sport, and man their prey ! 

% * 

What piercing shrieks still vibrate on the ear ! 

Th’ expMng mother lifts her feeble arm 

In vain to shield her infant ; the hot steel 

Smokes with their mingled blood j and blooming youth. 

And manly strength, and virgin beauty, meet 

Alike th' untimely grave; till fell revenge 

Is cloy’d and tir'd of slaughter. Sec, full gorg’d,' 

The vulture sickens o'er his waste of prey, • 

And, surfeit-8 well'd, the lacking hound expires I 

" Yet pause not, Spaniard ! whet thy blunted steel; 

Take thy full pastime in the field of blood ! ' 

But know, stern tyrant, retribution’s hour 

Ere long shall reach th?e, cT^c g!i this once-lov’d isle. 

For crimes yet nnHiloifd, difad Zuut thus 

To desolation and io death consigns, ” ' ^ 

And thou the instrument of wrath divine; 

In yonder orb, now darken’d 'n Ibis course. 

Read thy own doom, more dreadful ! With the slain. 
The murderer falls ! Th' oppressor and tli* oppress’d ^ 
Mingle in dust together! Where are now 
Thy blood- polluted glories ? Ah ! too late. 
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Learn, D^hen avenging Heaven presumptuous guilt 
Gives to its own fell purposes a prey. 

More mark'd its fete, more terrible its ^iall ! 

So perish the false triumphs and vain hopes 
Of mad ambition^ and remorseless pride. 

That make weak man the murderer of man ! 

O my associates, dry those scalding tears ! 

One little moment, and we shall arrive 
At those bleas'd islands, where, from guilt refined 
By sharp affliction, we no more shall feel 
Death^s torpid grasp, and agonizing pang ! 

There, with our lov’d forefathers, shall we rove 
Through palmy shades | in limpid fountain bathe j 
Repose in jasmin bowers at sultry noon j; 

And when cool evening tempers soft the air, 

Unenvied gather, from his unprun'd bough. 

The fragrant guovya^. On our cheeks no more 
The burning tear shall linger ; not a sigh 
Swell the light bosom ; but immortal joy 
Fill every thought, and brighten every eye. 

Meantime, ihos^happy interdicted shores 

Our blood stain'd foes shall se^$ but seek in vain. 

The hurricane shall rave, the thunder roll. 

And ocean whelm them in his deepest tide. 

Or leave transfix'd on the hard pointed rock. 

The sport of bowling winds. How shall we laugh 
When the pale coward slaved We view remote. 

Present th' uplifted hand, th*^im|plodng ejKS, ^ 

To those their cruelty denied to br^the 

Sweet native air ! Their^coilsi^ous groaks shall fill 

Our great revenge]^ our wbndrops wrongs rbpay ! ** 

j ^ % 

* ^Pjoirntn^hicocosum^comiDooly^ea tbegVava. It grows apontaueduslv 
in all Mto of th^ islamKatid to ii» a very ag^eable feiit. P. 

MarQfr ti|^ that it wa^ in high esWem among^ the uatiws. Ike seeds aie 
aiieicelkQtashdngentmadicsnemSafta. ^ ^ 
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INSCRIPTION 


AT THL IkNTRANCb Ot 


A BURIAL GROUND FOR NEGRO SLAVES. 


Oil a plantation in Jamaica, belonging to IVIr. Edwards, his negroes had cho- 
sen tor llicir buiial ground, a retired spot, in a grove of pimento or allspice. 
It was a place extiemcly solemn and singularly beautiful, and JMr. Edwards 
directed,, that, ill case of his death in Jamaica, lie should be buried in the 
midst of them. As the ground wan exposed to the intiusion of cattle, he 
caused a fence to be raised round it^ and inscilbed these hues on the little 
wicket at the entrance. , 


Stranger ! whoe'er thou art, with reverence tread^ 
Lo ! thesej the silent mansions of the dead ! 

His life of labour o'er, the wearied slave 
Here finds, at length, soft quiet in the grave. 

View not with proud disdain the unsculptured heap^ 
Where injured innocence forgets to weep. 

Nor idly deem, although not heri|^are found 
The solemn aisle and consecfai/ed, ground. 

The spot less^sacl^ o>r the turf-built shrine. 
Where Virtue sleeps, presides the Power Divine. 
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THE VOW. 


O CLEAR that cruel^ doubting brow, 
ril call on mighty Jove 
To witness this eternal vow j— 

*Ti3 you alone I love ! 

Pray leave the god to soft repose/* 

The smiling maid replies. 

For Jove but laughs at lovers’ vows. 
And lovers* perjuries/* 

'By honour’d Beauty’s gentle power! 

By Friendship’s holy flame ! * 

" Ah ! what is Beauty but a flower. 

And Friendship but a name ? ” 

" By those dear, tempting lips,” I cried. 

With arch; ambiguous look. 
Convinced, my Chloe glanced aside. 

And bade me kiss the book. 
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Antdes, whence )he name is derived, i. 4. 
an imaginary country, i. 4. 
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Antigua, discovery of, 473. No springs or rivulets in, 473 First 
settlers of, 473. Abominible coniUict of Governor Paik, 476\ 
480. He IS killed in an insurrection of the colonists, 43 A 
pardon granted to those who killed him, 483 Dcocnption of the 
island, 484. Soil of, 484. Scarcity of rain in, 48 J Population 
of,^484. and V. Appendix, 11. Division of into parishes, i 48^). 
Harbours of, 486*. Military cstabli*ihfnettt of, 186 The resid< nee 
of the governor of the Leeward Islands, 486. Legislatuie of, 487. 
Inhabitants encourage religious missionaries, 487. Labours of 
the Moravians in, 488, System pursued by the Moravians in, 
489. Number of converted negroes in, 495. Vessels, and pro- 
duce of, in 1787, 506. Exports and imports of, 483, and v. Ap- 
pendix, 38. 

— — , intended attack of the French upon, defeated, i\. 12). 

fleet captured by Villencuve, iv. 147. 

— — , Sir W. Young on the stat0 of, m. 265, 

— — , slave laws of. Act for repealing 40th and 41st clauses of an 
act of 1723, V. Appendix, 96. For regulating the trial of slaves, 
97. For establishing a registry of slaves, 98. 

Ants, the cause of the destruction of New Seville, i. 1 67. Nearly 
destroyed Hispaniola, I68. 

— — sugar, description of the, i. 3fl3. 397* 

Arabia, mode of gathering coffee in, ii. 344. 

Anetoes, account of, i. 9I. 

Armadillo, description of the, i. 11.5. 

Arnold, brigadier-general, danger of, iii. 466. 

Arnould, M. on the utility of the sugar islands to France, ii. 483. 

Amalia, description of the plant, ii. 366. Method of manufacturing, 
367- ifie of. 367. 

Assiento company, establishment of the, ii. 55. 

Assize-courts in Jamaica, when held, i. 267- 

Attomey^generd, infkmous opinion delivered by an, ii. 351. 

Avocado pear, how eaten in Jamaape, iH. 244. 

Ayscue, Sir Charles, reduces Barbadoes, i 342. Terms granted by, 
343. 

B.- 

j^ahamas^ Mr. Ed wards’s brief account of the, i. Situation and 
names of the, iv. 218. Hiatofy of«t)l^"219. B^cnpae a rendez- 
vous for pirates, 220. Copfuted by the Spaniards und^r Galvez, 
VOJL. V. * * ? 
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$31- Recovered by Colonel Deveaux, 221. Number or inhabit- 
ants in, 924, and v. Appendix, 19. Geological structure of, iv. 224. 
Produce of, 225. Government of the, 226. Inhabitants not 
attached to the soil, 229. Exports and imports iri I8O9 dnd 1810, 
V. Appendix, 38. 

Bahamas, hurricaYies in the, v. 70, 7 1. ^ 

— cruelty of the Spaniards to the governor of the, i. 186. 
— , slave laws of— Act to prohibit selling foreign slaves, v. Ap- 
pendix, 102. To consolidate the slave laws, 103f. To prevent the 
desertion of slaves, 1 10. Relative to trying questions respecting 
the freedom of negroes. 111. To prevent persons on Turk’s islands 
from selling spirituous liquors, 112. For regulating the hire of 
slaves, &c. 113. ^ 

Baillon, M. fidelity bf a negro to, iii. 80. 

Baker, Mr. excellence of his treatise on sugar-making, ii. 272. 
Balance.qf trade, erroneous mode of estimating the, ii. 533. 

Balcarras, Earl of, wise measures in the Maroon wars, i. 550. Sum- 
mons to the Maroons, 553. Vote of thanks from the Assembly 
to the, on the close of the Maroon war, 572. Angry correspond- 
ence with General M'Ledd relative to the Maroons, v. 12- 
Banks, Sir Joseph, letter of, respecting M. Buee, ii. 383. 

Balise, description of, iv. 259. 

Bancrqft, Dr. on the snakes of Guaina, i. 23- On the Charaibs, 41. 
On the Arrowauks, 76. Extracts from, on the manufacture of 
indigO, ii. 336. On nankeen dye, 337- 
Banyan tiee, dimensions of a, i. 22. 

Barbadian negroes, freedom of speech of the, ni« 24*1. 

Barladoes, by whom discovert^, i. 3l6. Taken possessipn of by the 
crew of the Olive Blossom, $17. ^xOranted to Lord Ley by James 
the First, 318. Sqjtled by Sir W. Courteen, 319. James Town 
founded, 319. Eord Ley cedes his claims to Lord Carlisle, 320. 
E^Xract ofiihe grant to Lord Carlisle, 320. Lord Carlisle's patent 
revoked and again confirmed, 322. Ruin of Sir. W. Courteen’s 
interest, S23. Tyranny of Governor Hawley, 825. Salutary laws 
passed during the government bf Governor Bell, 325. Great emi- 
grations from England to,, 337* Number of whites during the 
civil wars, 397. Claims of the Carlisle family first relinquished 
end then revived, Lease granted tO Lord Willoughby by 
Lord Gailigle, 328. The pUnteri''p|rtUiou against Lord Carlisle's 
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clatms^ 330. Disputes on tlie subject^ 332. Origin ofllie 4^ per 
cent duty, 332. Tyrannical mode in which the duty was enforced, 
334 The act which granted the duty, 335 • Unjustifiable con- 
duct of Lord Clarendon in this husinebs, 336 . Auachincut of the 
Barbadians to the regal government, 341. They are bubdued by 
tlic parliament forces under Sir C. Ayscue, 342. Act passed to 
shackle their commerce, 314. Size of Barbadocs, 311. Soil and 
former population of, 34^'^. Present population of, 3 lO*, and \ . Ap- 
pendix, 7. Decline of the produce of, i. 34()« Dreadful hurri- 
cane in, 347. Divisions of the island, 348. Exports and imports 
of, 350, and v. Appendix, 3()‘ Sir W. Young’s description of the 
appearance of, iii. 246. Suiters from an inundation, v. 6Q, 

Bardadoes originally a county palatine, ii. 418. 

■ > p- j petition of the free people oi colour rtyerted, iv. 458. 

— — , insurrection in, v. 102. Attributed to the slave registry 
bill, iv. 484, V. 104. 

— — , motion of Mr. Palmer r^pecting the insurrection in, iv. 
484. Motion of Lord Holland, 487. 

slave laws of. Act to encrease sums payable on manu- 
mission, V. Appendix, 113. For the better protection of slaves, 
114. For punishment of practising Obeah, 114. To remove 
doubts as to trial of slaves manumitted subsequent to commission 
of felony, 114. For more fully ascertaining the slave population, 1 1 4. 

Baihuda, description of, iv. 230. 

Barham, Mr. comes over to the cause of the abolition, iv. 426. His 
motion to prevent British capital from being employed in tlie slave 
trade, 482. His motion against Sir Charles Grey and Sir John 
Jervis, v. 3. 

Barlavcnlo, a Spanish term, defined, i. 6. 

Bamave, M. rejiort respecting St. Domingo, iii. 55. Opinion of, re- 
specting interference in colonial disputes, 61* 

Barton, captain, defeats the French squadron retiring from Anguilla, 
iv. 77 . 

Batavian su^ar^nes, description of the, i. xlvii. 

Bato, description of the game of, i. 79 . 

Bathe, ca})tain, judicious conduct of, iv. 43. 

Payley, Zachary, epitaph on, i. SOQ. 

Bechford, Mr. description of the scenery Jamaica, u 250. 

Beckwith, general, reduces Martimeo, iv. 181, and Guadaloupe,205. 



*244 


INDEX. 


Bees in Dominica carried from £uroi)e^ i. 443. 

Behechio, description of an entertainrnent given by him to Bartholo* 
mew Columbus, I. 84, 

Bellegarde sets fire to Trinity, iii. 446. Defeated by the British, 447, 
453. Surrenders, 453. 

Benetet, Anthony^ account of, iv. 318. His work useful to Mr; 
Clarkson, 322. 

Bcrbice, description of, see Demkrara, exports and imports of, in 
180y, 1810, V. Appendix, 39. Population of. Appendix, 16. 
Berkshire hill, description of, iv. 261. 

Bamudet, John, said to have discovered the Bermudas, iv. 231. 
Bermudas, Mr. Edwards’s short account of the, i. 5l6. Kindness of 
the whites to the negroes, 6I6. By whom discovered, iv. 231. 
Settlement of^the, 233. Singular voyage performed from the, 234. 
Project of Bishop Berkeley for founding a college in the, 235. 
Conquest of them meditated by the Americans, 236. Climate of 
the, 236. Dangerous navigation of the, 237. Soil, produce, &o. 
of the, 238. 

, population of the, v. Appendix, 12.‘ Exports and imports 

of, in 1809 and 1810, Appendix, 39« 

, hurricane at the, v. 76. ^ 

— — — , slave acts of the— act to repeal an act for the security of 
the subject, v. Appendix, I16. To regulate the emancipation of 
slaves, 1 16. 

Bfrnaldcs describes the bravery of the Charaibes, i. 39. 

Berville camp, description of, iii. 469. Great mortality at, 470. The 
Britibh capitulate, 472. Massacre of the royalists by Hiigues, 

473. 

Bimifii a fabulous river, i. 16. ,,, 

Uissao, necessity of the ^es^lon of, ^/. 447. 

Blacksione, erroneous expression used by, ii. 434, • 

Blanchelande, attacks Tobago, iv. 281. 

— , governor, speech of, iii. 7- Sent to France and be-’ 

hehded, 117. 

Blast in sugar canes, description of the, ii. 252. 

Blewfields, excellent situation of, y. Appendix, 209. 

Bloodhounds hf ought from Cuba, i. 568« 

Bocca del Toro, excellence of the harbour of, v. Appendix, 213. 
.j^okilos, priests of the llispatnolans, i. 96. 
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Bompard, repulse of the English at, iii 161. 

Bouille^ Marquis de, conquers iDominica, u 437» ILirh conduct of 
at Tobago, iv. 283. 

Bounty, account of the, on sugars, ii. 553. Little moic than a mo- 
dification of the drawback, 560. 

Bourbon Fort, sieges of iii. 45 L iv. 188. 

Bousic, Mr, improved mode of bonding sugar, li. 2G7 

Boyer succeeds Petion, v. igi. 

Bradshaw, captain, gallantry of, at Cape Tiburon, iii. 171. 

■■, president, said to be interred in Jamaica, i, 214. His 

epitaph a modern composition, 214. 

Brayne, colonel, appointed governor of Jamaica, i. 208. 

Bread-frmt tree introduced into the West Indies, i. xl. 

Bridge town, Barbadoes, account of, i. 348. 

Bridgewater first petitioned against the slave trade, iv. 31?. 

Briibane, captain, his gallant attack of a Spanish frigate under the 
Moro fort, iv. ISQ. Conquest of Cura^oa, 163. 

British colonies, list of the, in the West Indies, v. Appendix, 3. • 

, description of, (additional) iv. 215. 

Brougham, Mr. brings in a bill to make §lave trading felony, Iv. 488. 
Speech on Mr. Marjyafs motion, 455. . * 

Broughton, Dr. catalogue of the Hortus Etistensis, ill. 367. 

Brown-bearded coHon, description of the, iif 312. ' 

Bucanters resorted to Jamaica, i. 212. Account of the origin of the, 
iii. 1$2. Compelled to make war on the Spaniards, 134. History 
of tlte, riot to be relied on, 136. 

Buccament, description of the valley of, iii. 260. 

Buie, Mr. introduces the clove tree into Domltiica, ii. 374* De- 
scribes the various methods of curing cloves, 380. Letter of Sir 
Joseph Bankes respecting, 383. 

Buffm, M. error of, i. xxxvii. 

Burgess discloses a conspiracy in Jatriaica, v. OS. 

Burhe, Mr. <»peech On the slave trade, iv. 358. 

. . . C. 

* } 

Cacahay, description ofthe,ii. 166. 

Cacao once employed as money, ii. 359.*. Manner ol ciittivating, 360. 
Produce of, 360. Once extensively cultivated in nnr islands, 362, 
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Ciilti\dtioii (icbtroyed by high duties, 363 . Dcscripiion* of the 
cacao tree, 302 . 

Cacao, superstition of AIccdo respecting, iv. 296. 

Caciques, kings of the native Indians, i. 86. 

Caiha, immense size of the, i. 21. 

Carnpaiom, See Wkst Indies. 

Camplell, Dr. his opinion on the Wedt-Indian intercourse with 
America, ii. 490. 

Cane-trash used as fuel, ii. 262. 

Canning, Mr. motion respecting Trinidad, iv. 425. 

Cape Francois, inhabitants wish to become British subjects, iii. ix. 
Description of, I39. Fears excited by the revolted negroes, 71. 
Hastily fortified, 77* Oestioyed by the revoltcrs, 124. French 
account of the destruction of, 127. Burned by Christophe, v. 130 
Cape Grams a Dios, description of the harbour of, v. Appendix, 209- 
Cape Tthurm, failure of attack on, iii. 157, 424. Successful attack 
on, 160. Repulse of Higaud at,>l65, I71. Recovered by Rigaud, 

179. 

Cardenas, offers of, to Oliver Cromwell, i. I89. 
j^arenage, Grenada, fire at, |r. 87* * 

, St. Lucia, excellence of the harbour of the, iv. 274. 
Cariacou, description of, i. 390. 

Carlisle, earl of, obtains a patent to settle Barbadoes, i. 320. Dis- 
putes on this subject, 322 — 333. 

■ ' ■ ■ preserved the island of St. Christopher’s, i. 456. 

■ ■ appointed governor of Jamaica, iii. 297. Com- 

mission and instructions of Charles II. to, 304, 364. Correspon- 
dence between his lordship and the ministiy, respecting the 
constiution of Jamaica, 306^328"/ Correspondence with the 
committee, SOQ^ 310^324, 327j 32dv Addresses of the Assembly 
of Jamaica to (he, 4 14, 332, 342. 

Carmichael, gefieral, reduces Sahto Domingo, iv. 197. Able conduct 
at Tobdgo, V. p2. j 

Case of the $tj^ar coUmies, argubaents from the, ii. 583. 

Cas/lesf Mr, account of sugar ants, i. 397* ^ 

Castries destroyed hy fire, v. 90. ^ 

Co/^d)€longing to negroes lose their spirrL ii. 96- 

attacked by the British and Portuguese, i\. 176. Surrender 
i 481 . 
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C€iiUac» count dc, rapacity of the^ i. 367. Cedes Grenada to the 
French Wcst-lndia Company^ 358. 

Ceylon, slavery abolished in, iv. 481. 

Chacon, Don Jo^ej)h, enlightened government of, in Trinidad, iv. 

300. Surrenders the island to the British, 83. 

CharaiL§, on the original country of the, i. 34. Arabic derivation of 
the name, 146. Believed to be a colony from the East, 36, 145. 
Bravery of the, 3Q. Cannibals, *40. Hostile to the iiihabllants 
of the larger islands, 41. Cannot endure slavery, 42. Temper 
and persons of the, 48| 44. Strange mode of adorning themselves, 
45* Used poisoned arrows, 46. Horrible ceremonies of the, 47, 
68. Harsh to females, 50. Very careful of their hair, 53. Flatten 
the heads of their children, 54. Dwellings and arts of the, 55. 
Agriculture and food of the, 67. Believe in a future state, 6 1 . 
Religion of the, 61. Offered sacrifices to malevolent spirits, 66. 
Specimens of the language of, 146. iii. 276. Language compared 
with the Hebrew, 146. Comparison of the customs of the Cha< 
raibs and those of eastern nations^ 147* 

massacred in St. Christopher’s, i. 457* la Grenada, 366. 

description of the, of Dominica, i. 444. 

account of the, of St. Vindnt’s, i. 412. Interview %f 

' Captain Uring with the, 4l6. The red' nearly destroyed, 426- * 
Treaty concluded with the, 424, 448. Stimulated by the French 
to attack the English, iv.*15. Transported to Rattan, 74. 

Charibtan islands originally made counties palatine, ii. 418. 

Charlei L some of his judges settle in Jamaica, i. 213. 

'■ I-—* II. tyranyltical attempt of, upon the liberties of Jamaicai iia. 

897 — 366 . ^ • 

V. abolished the slave trade, iv. 309. 

^armilly, M. sent from St.Doniingo to Jamaica, iii. 14.9. 

proclamation of, iv. 15. Ma$sacf|;s hb prisoners, 


killed, 17-3 * * 

Chatoyer visits Sir Williim Y6ung, 262 . 

Chewstick, use and description of the, ii. 14. 

Chocolate, wholesoirieness of, ii. 664. 

Christian, admiral, disasters atist^ned by th4 fleet of, iv. S3* 
diris^^lht bums Cape Francois, v. 130. Fplls Wk from Marma- 
lade, 150. Treats with the French^ 130. Takes up arms again, 
143. Assumes the govetniucnt at Cape Francois, 167* Engages 
in a war with Petion, 175. Assumes the tide uf king, 177. 
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Cinnamon Uee, description of the, i. ^2bl- 

Ciaibndon, lord, reprehensible conduct of, respecting tlie 4i percent, 
duty, i. 336. 

C'laik, governor, roasted ali\e by the Spaniards, i, 185. 

Cla/kson, Mr. occasion of his first hoUility to the slave trade, iv, 322. 
Demotes himself to the cause of the abolition, 325. Journeys in 
seirch of evidence, 317, 349,370, 373,428. Visits Paris, .363. 
Coaipclkd by ill health to retire, 40[). Rejoins the committee, 
42S. 

Clayed sugaiy how made, ii. 274. 

Claying, process of, how discovered, iJ. 275. Loss in weight by, 
27.5. 

Chik (if fh supiemc court qf Jamaica, office of, i. 271. 

Clone tree, Mr. 13u^e*9 attempt to cultivate the, ii. 374. 

Clovfii, modes of curing, ii. 380. 

Cockpits, description of the, i. 5i65. 

Cocoa imported 1761 to 1806, v, Appendix, 30. 

Coffee, cause of the inferiority of ^\'est-Indian to Mocha, H, 338- 
Revenuc benefited by rednction’of duty on, 340. Soil proper for> 
V 340. Mode hf planting, 341. Produce of, 343. Mode of ga- 
* thering and curing, 344. Imbibes exhalations from other bodies, 
348. Expense and profit of the culture oC 351. Observations by 
Mr. Vaughan on the cultivation of, in St. Domingo, 353» 

■ exported from Jamaica 1787 to 1797* i. 315. 

imported into Great Bfltam I761 to 1806, v. Appendix, 26. 

, duty upon, reduced, v. 69. 

Coisnon sent by the first consul to Toussaini, v. 127, 13 J, 

Co/d spring, description of, i. 243. 

Coliby, description of the, i. 25.^ ^ 

Colonial laws, abstract of. See tlie *at^us islands. 

. ■ officis" hdl opposed by Mr- Creevey, v. 63. 

Colonies, beneQt of, ii. 532. . 

— . — on what principles settled in America by European States, 
ii. 443. ^ ' 

CohuT, people of. See Phoi^lb of Colour. 

Columbus, object of, in Sailing westward, i. 9. Giiapahani the first 
land seen by, 7. Kindnfrss of Guactinahari, xxxi. 
witir the first view of the West Indies, 17< Kindness of the 
j^ive Indians to, 83. Speech of a native Indian to, 93* Forti- 
4!ade and wisdom of, 156. Letter of, to Ferdinand, 156. Dis* 
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covered Grenada, 333. And Trinidad, iv. 27^5* Named Mont- 
serrat, 1* 49G. St. Ciiristopher's, 454. Dominica, 43 J. The 
Virgin Islands, ipg. 

ColiiTnI'us and /«? description of a picture of, i. xxiii. 

- ■ , Diego, casts the king of Spain in a trial, i. loO. Sails to 

Hispaniola, IGl. Contends with Ojeda and Nicticssa, l6‘l. Sup- 
presses a revolt in St. Domingo, 17 5. Ibsuc of, 174. 

Commertinl monopoly with respect to colonies, account of, and argu- 
ments on the, n. 565 — >70- 
Common Jamaica cotton^ description of the, ii. 

Concordat between the mulattoes and whites, ii. 85, 2Q8. 

Cornwall, description of the county of, i. 263. 

Cortex, the, abolish the slave trade, iv. 445. 

Cotopaxi, distance at which its explosions are heard, i. 32. 

Cotton, various species of, ii. 310. Most profitable sorts of,. 313. 
Dryness essential to the cultivation of, 313. Mode of cultivating, 
314. Prices of various sorts of, 316. Price of land for cultivating, 
317. Value of a crop of, 319. Suoject to be destroyed by in- 
. sects, 320. Quantity imported into the West Indies and Great 
Britain, 322. Tenacity of the thread spun from, 324. Number 
of persons employed in the manufacture of, 324. 

■■■■ — ■ ■ wool, imported 1761 to 1806, v- Appendix, 28. 

Council, powers of the, ii. 399. Disadvantages to which it is ex- 
posed, 401. Arguments against^^its participation in legislative 
authority, 403. Original intention of the, 405. Origin of a part 
of its power, 407. Proposal for improving the, 409. 

Courlanders settle Tobago, iv, 277. 

Courteen, Sir W, settles Barbadocs, i. 319. He is ill-treated by the 
Earl of Carlisle, 322. Final ruin of his interest in Barbadocs, 
323. 

Coventry, Mr. secretary, correspondence with the Earl of Carlisle, iii. 

306, 307, 311, 325, 328- 
Coyala the heaven of the HispaniolitinSi i. 94. 

Creoles, description of the, ii. 11. Description of the Creole ladies, 
12^ Early powers of the children, 14.' Less cruel than-Eum- 
peans to slaves, 15. Not tiniid, I6. 
d^e^^^Mr. motion on the 4i per ftent. duty, v. 2L 
Crete d Pierrot, siege of, v. 138. 

Cronmell, Oliver, vindication of hds hostility against the Spaniards, i. 
178. Offer of the Spanish ambassador to^ iQp. 
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Crap itoion^ sx time of festivity^ it. £59- [Fatness of the negtoes anti 
cattle diirihg the« 259. 

Crown denied to have the prerogative of eStahlishing despotic governi* 
ments in the colonies, it. 414. 

Crust, the, description of, ii. S64. 

Cuanaboa, account of the, i. 87. 

Cuba, first settlement of, i. 70.| 

Cudjoe, captain, makes peace with the whites, i. 551. 

Ct^ffey, fears excited in Jamaica by, iv. 101. 

CantQoa surrenders, iv. 112. Captain Brisbane dispatched against, 
}60. He carries the ships and forts by storm, l6'2. The gover- 
nor capitulates, l64. 

Cti^/er,^general, reduces Tobago, iii. 4S6. 


D. 

Dacres, captain, spirited attack upon Samana^ iv. 165. 

Dalkousie, earl of, defeats an attempt upon Martinico, iv. 46. 

Dalrymple, general, his treaty with the Charaibes, j. 448. 

Dangers, doctor, account of the bite of a snake, i. 23. 
colonies reduced, iv. 115, l66. 

Lavaysse sent to 6t. Domingo, v. 186. 

Davenant, Dr. on the benefit arising from colonies, ii. 564. 

JDe Castro, Don Raymond, gallant conduct of, iv. 67. 

D'Esnambuc not the original settler of St. Christopher's, i. 456. 

D*Estaing, count, reduces Grenada, i. 376. Defeated at St. Lucia, 
iv. 269, 271. 

De Grasse, M. certificate in favour of, iii. xxi. 

Demeraia, Essequibo, and Berbice, boundaries of, iv. 241. Climate 
of, 242. Rivers of, 243« Fh:>d>icrtons of, 244* History of, £47. 
Rebellion of the slates in, £47» Cbded to the British, £49. De- 
scription of the towns of, £49. Government of, £5U Militia 
and xnilitailjr force of, £5£« 

■■I - ■ — reduced by M^jqr-gen^al ^hitc, iv. 54. By General 
Gri^eld, 125. 

# , population ^ v« Appendix, 16.^ 

^ exports of, from" 1745 to 1785 ; 1803 to 1806 ; l^ and 

» 1813, V. Appendix, No.xlv. , « 

\ Denmark, king of, abolishes the slave trade, iv. 406, 469. 

Desedda, capture of, iv. 170. 

Dessaltf^yt^ defends Crete a Pierrot, v. 13S. Takes up arms again. 
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150. Invested with the chi^ command^ 15S. Hypoctitical pro* 
clamations of, 157. Massacre of the whites ly order of, I69. , 
Foiled in an attack upon Santo Domingo, I62. Made emperor, 
164. Assassinated, 167. 

Deveaux, colonel, gallant recovery of the Bahamas by, iv. 322. 

ly HautpouU, the, captured, iv. 195. 

Dickson, captain, spirited conduct of, at Gurupaiio and Rio Caribe, 
iv. 106. 

Dirt-eahngy de9criptioa of the disease of, ii. l67* 

Distilleries, sugar admitted to the, v. 62. 

Dolhen, Sir JFtlliam, introduces the slave carrying bill, SSQ, 36(5, 
373. 

Dominica, why so named, i. 431. The first land discovered by 
Columbus on his second voyage, 431. French inhabitants the 
most numerous, 432. Misconduct of the French planters in the 
American war, 4S3, 435. Advantageous position of, 434. Con- 
quered by the Marquis de Bouilld, 435. Infamous conduct of 
Ducbilleau at, 438. Description of, 442. Produce of, 443. 

— , description of the Charaibes of, I. 444. 

— — , clove tree introduced into, by Mr. Bued, ii. 374. 

— — , population of, i.444; v. Appendix 10; Exports and Im- 
ports of, i. 447 ; V. Appendix, 40. 

— — , disturbed state of, in 1794, iv. 4. 

———invaded in 1795 by the ‘French, iv. 42. The invaders 
compelled to surrender, 43. Detection of a plot to give it up to the 
French, 90. Attack in 1805 by the French, iv. 138. General 
Prevost retires to Prince Rupert's, 140. The French retreat, 141. 

, mutiny of the eighth West-India regiment in, v. 93. • 

— ravaged by hurricanes, v. 73, 75, 78, 79- 

, Maroon war in, v. 99. 

■ , slave laws oP— Act to revive an act for the protection of 

slaves, V. Appendix, 1 18*^to revive an act for establishing rangers, 
118 — to enable the commanding "officer of rangers to procure 
slaves for guides, 1 18 — for more effectually apprehending runaway 
slaves, 119-«^to make slave-testimony adkhissible in certain cases, 

, 120«^for more effectual punishment of runaway slaves, i22^for 
tabbing sundry runaway slaves, 1 22—40 regulate the manumit- 
ting of s]a\*e8, 123— for ascertaining the number of white persons, 
124. 
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D'Cyley, colonel, ^reat ability and courage of, I. ^og. Appointed 
, governor of Jamaica, 214. .Sketch of the inbtructions to, iii. 
287. 

Diake, Sir Francis, burns Santo Domingo, iii. I95. Anecdote of, 

295. 

Jhawlack, definition of, ii. *552. Ought in justice to be allowed, 
55h. Act for regulating the, 599. Bad effects ol lessening the, 
V. 21. 

Dmhillau, marquis, infamous conduct of, at Dominica, i. 

Duckworth, admiral, defeats Admiral Lesseigues, iv. 156. 

Dmlonait, proposition of, to General Williamson, iii. 414. Defeat 
and death of, 415. 

Dundas, IVlr. speech on the value of the Wcst-Indi.in colonics, ii. 
478. Suggests a gradual abolition of the slave trade, iv. 397- 
llesolutions moved by, 40.3. Moves a vote of afipiohation to Sir 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jarvis, v. 4. Defends the ministers 
with respect to the mode of conducting the war in the West 
Indies, 10. Speech against evacuating St. Domingo, 15. Refuted 
by Mr. Fox, 17- 

— , major-general, brutality of Hugues to the body of, iii. 475. 

Monument voted to him by Parliament, v. 5. 

Bunder, use of, ii. 279- 

Bu Parquet, expedition of, against Grenada, i. 354. 

Bu Tertre, account of the cession of Grenada, i. 355. 

Butics on Wcsl-India produce in 1792, ii. 541. 

not always paid by the consumer, ii. 545, 561. 

— , examples of the error of levying them too high, n. 549. 

% Dye-woods, &c. imported I79I to 18^, v. Appendix, 34. 

# E. 

Earth, the spherical figure of, known to ancient geographers, i. 2. 
Eailhqmkes not unfrequent, i. 12. Port Royal destroyed by, 231. 

In j[797 and 181 1, 1812. 9r. 80. 

East Indian sugar, impolicy of cncoura^ng, ii. 581. 

..... trade far beneficial than West Indian, ii. 477- 
Edges, whence brought from, ii. 61. Character of the, Y^fy 
timid, 89, and v. Appendix, 202. Are cannibals, ii. 90. 

Edwards, Bryan, aketch of the life of, i. ix. Receives, in ]791> the 
defHxtles from St, Domingo, iii. iv. Visits St. Domingo, vi. 
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Imagined to be an agent of the British ministry, x. Sources 
whence he obtained information on St. Domingo, \iii. Procures 
an act to repeal the 5th George II. iv. 421. 

Effingham, earl of, character of the, ii. 392. Funeral and monuinent 
voted to him by the assembly of Jamaica, SQS. Inscription on the 
monument of, 393. 

■■ — friendly reception of the deputies from St. Domingo, 

i^l. V. 

EUzaheth, queen, expressed her detestation of the slave trade, iv. 

309. 

Ellctson, lieutenant-governor, Jamaica assembly’s address to, ii. 420- 
Reply ofi 427. 

Ellis, Mr. C. motion of, relative to the treatment of slaves, iv. 4l0. 

V.maald destroys a French flotilla, iv. 125. 

English haihour, Antigua, a royal navy yard, i. 486. Defeat of the 
French expedition against, iv. 125. 

Enrolments, ofllce of, in Jamaica, i. 27O. 

Emouf, general, compelled to surrender Guada loupe, iv. 203. 

Esquivel, Juan de, noble conduct of, i. 16*2. His cleliient govern- 
ment of Jamaica, 103. 


F. 

Falmouth, description of, i. 263. 

Faulkner, captain, storms Fort Royal, in. 455. Killed in capturing 
La Pique, iv. 9. 

Fedon, general of the revolfers in Grenada, iv. 36. Massacres his 
prisoners, 39. Routed by the British, 41. Believed to be* 
drowned, 76. 

Ferrand de R<’aMJie»7r,^iassacre of, iii. 24. 

— , general, proclamation of, v. 

Fig tree, immense size of the Indian, i. 21. 

Firardo, admiral, his brutality to the English, i. 180, 

Fireflies, description of, i. 10. 

fires, at Roseau, i. 440. At Puerto d’ Espana, iv. 303. Mon- 
tego bay, V. 83. ‘ At Castries, 90. At Port Royal, 9O. 

Fish imported into the West Indies, v. A^jicndix, 63 — 65. 

earned from British North American cojpnies, v. Appendix, 
61. 

Fishing, singular mode of,’i. 126. 
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Fitch, colonel, killed, i. 669. His corpse horribly treated by the 
Maroons, 55g. 

Fletcher, Abraham, gratitude of the negroes to, ii. 76. ^ 

Fort Bizotton surrenders, iii. \6Q, Enemy repulsed at, 178. 

Bourhon surrenders, iii. 456. iv I90. 

— Fleur de I" Epee carried by storm by the English, iii. 460. Re- 
covered by the republicans, 465* .Failure of the British in an 
attempt to retake it, 467. « * 

—— gallant assault of, iv. 135. 

■ ■ - Royal, scaled by Captain Faulkner, iii. 455. 

Four and a half <^^l* duty, origin of the, i. 331. Harshly En- 
forced, 334. Act for granting the, 335. Reprehensible conduct 
of Lord Clarendon respecting the, 356. Bad effecls of the, 348. 
Attempt to enforce it in Grenada, 362. The crown defeated, 864. 
Granted to the crown by the inhabitants of Tortola, 302. Pro- 
duce of, in twenty-one years, 608. In three years (179-1, 1795, 
1796), 518. Pensions paid out of, 5^0. Debates in the British 
parliament respecting the, v. I9, 21. 

Fox, Mr. declares against the slave trade, iv. $36. Speeches of, 361, 
387, 400. Motion for abolition is carried, 430. Death of, 433. 

France, conduct of, with respect to the slave trade, iv. 464. Re- 
monstrances of the British court, 47 1 . Proceedings in consequence 
at the Congress of Vienna, 472. Slave trade abolished by Na- 
poleon, 475. Lewis the Eighteenth consents to abolish the trade, 

477. 

Francis, Mr. motion to ameliorate thE condition of the negroes, iv. 
414. 

Francois, Jean, prudent precaution of, iii. 112. Massacre by,, 204. 

Franklin, Dr. account of the land wind, i. 

French cotton, description of, 

— ■ West India colonies, vessels, produce and duties of the ii. 474. 

" G. 

Thomas, his arguments for attacking the Spaniards, i. 1B8. 
Dies in the expedition against Jamaica, 192. 

Gaibmd, M. appointed jjpvernor of St. Domingo, iii. J£l. Dispute^ 
between him and the commissioners, 123. Both parties. tesort to 
arms, 123. Retires to America, 147- 

Caldy, Lewis, singular escape of, i. I94. 
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Gulissoniere, M. misconduct of, iii. S6. 

<!?o/tiuzsfo, description of the, iii. 197. 

Gamot, M. speech of, iii. 236. 

Gangs ^ slaves, how' constituted, ii. 156. 

Ginger, a native of the east, ii. 364. Varieties and cultiva An of, 
S65. Quantity produced of, S66. 

Gold coast, description of tlie, ii. 59. llie country of the Koro- 
i^antyn negroes, 59. 

Consalez the first procurer of slaves, ii, 43. 

Gospel, society for propagating the, holds slaves, ii. 40. 

Governments in the JVesi Indies, nature of the, ii. 385. 

Governor, powers vested in a, ii. 386. Necessity of caution in the 
choice of a, 391. Arbitrary acts of a, S95. 

, lieutenant, power of a, ii. 396. 

Green seed cotton, description of, ii. 310. 

Green, Sir Charles, reduces Surinam, iv. 136. 

Gregoire, abb^, letter to the niulattoes, iii. 93, 100, 

Grenada, discovered by Columbus, i. 353. Expedition of Du Par- 
quel against, 354. Extermination -of the Charaibs, 357- Sur- 
renders to the British arms, 359. Ceded to Great Britain, 36o. 
Stipulations in favour of the inhabitants, SCO. Proclamations 
respecting settlers, 361. Attempt to enforce the payment of the 
4^ per cent, duties, 362. Case of the duties argued in Westminster- 
hall, and judgment given against the crown, 364. Speech of Lord 
Mansfield upon the occasion, 365. Disputes in the colony, 375. 
Recaptured by the French, 376. Harslmess of the victors, 378. 
Restored to Great Britain, 380. 

— desenption of, i. 381. Produce of^ in the year 1776, 382. 
Description of the town of St. George, 386, iii. 280. Popiilali(»ri 
of, i. 386, and v. Appendix, 8. Government of, i. 388. Vessels 
and exports of, in 1787, 392 ; in I8O9 and 1810, v. Appendix, 40. 

— ■ — , disputes in, and unquiet state of^ previous to the campaign 

of 1795, iv. 5. Defenceless state of, 34. Revolt of the. French 
and men of colour, 35. Want of vigour in the colonial govern- 
ment, 36. Reinforcements arrive from Martinico, 37, 38. British 
defeated in an attempt upon Belviucre jihd Morne Vauclain, 39. 
The revolters put the Briti|h prisoners to death, 39. Various 
actions, 41. Enemy routed by General Nicolls, 71. Enemy 
driven from Morne Quaquo, T5. Conclusion of the contest, 76. 
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Grenada^ fire at the Carenage, v. 87. - 

— — slave laws of— Act for obliging owners of canoes, &c. to 
take out licenses^ v. Appendix, 126 — for more effectual punish* 
nicnt of criminal slaves, 126 — to ^mend acts for preventing the 
ineffase of mulatioes, and for the better government of slaves, 127 
— for the more effectual trial and punishment of rebellious slaves, 
129 — for ^1**^ punishment of slaves under sentence who shall en- 
deavour to escape, 131 — for the better protection and promdeing 
the increase of slaves, 132— to repeal the anninty clause of the 
guardian act, I39. 

Greyiadines, account of the, i. 390. Number of the, iii. 282. 
Grenville, lord, introduces resolutions against the slave trade into the 
House of Peers, iv. 431. Brings in a bill to abolish the trade, 
which is carried, 433. 

Gycy, Sir Charles, appointed to the command in the West Indies, 
lii. 441. Arrives atBarbadoes, 444. Lands in Martinico, 446. 
Corujuers the island, 456. Beduces St. Lucia, 459, Gnada- 
loupe, 461. Resigns the command to Sir John Vaughan, 474. 
— - and Admiral Jarvis, Mr. Barham^s motion against. 




iv. 2. Vindicated by Mr. Grey, 4. Mr^Dundas moves a vole 
approving of their conduct, 5. 

Gnevances of the West-Indian colonists, ii. 485, 568, 570, 581 ; v. 
2t — 16. 


Gntijidd, general, reduces St. Liicia, iv. 122> Tobago, 133. Dcme- 
rara, Essequibo and Bcrbice, 125. 

Guacanahari, kindness of, to Columbus, i. xxxi. 

Gmdahupe taken by the British, iii. 46o. Republicans laOd and 
storm Fort Fleur d* Ep^e, ' 465. British retire to Basse Terre, 
468. Post themselves in ]^j^illq,^canip, 469. Great mortality, 
470. Victor Hugujs arn^^tht blacks, 470. He lands at Basse 
Terre, and compels the British at Bervillc to capitulate, 472. 
Fort Matil^jlk evacuated, and the island abandoned by the British, 

474. 

— armament sent Antigua defeated, iv. 125. Re- 

duced by the British, 208. Revolters against the Bourbons de- 
feated by the British; 2 10. 

Guana. See Iguana. 

i' 

GuUfaumez, admiral, dispatched from Brest, iv. 155. Sends part of 
his squadron to the West Indies, 155. Proceeds there himself 
with the rest, 157. Fate of his squadron, 158. 
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Guinea, unhealthmess of the coast of, i. 19. 

— slavibir killed at funeral in, ii. 81. 

I - * "" grm, description of, i. 253. 

probable error of, respecting Ute Charaibs, i, 61. 

H. 

Hammock, derivation of the ix^rd, i. 56. 

HaMs writes a book in favOur of the slave trade, iv. 333. 

Hartley, David, motion of, against slavery, iv. SlC. 

Hawkins, John, the first English trafficker in slaves, ii. 47« 

Hawley, governor, puts Sir William Tufton to death, i. 325. Is 
driveo from Barbadoes, 325. 

Hayes, the, storming of the batteries at the, iv. 203. 

Hayti, the native name of Hispaniola, signifies mountainous, i. 70. 
Restored by the blacks, v. l6l. 

Herodotus, his testimony as to the circumnavigation of Africa, i. 
136. 

Hispaniola, Cuba, original natives of, i. 70. Supposed to be de- 
scended from the Arrowauks, 71. Estimate of the number of the 
natives of, 73. Personal appearance of the natives, 75. Much 
attached to females, 76. Fond of dancing, 79. Game of the 
bato, 79. Not deficient in intellect, 80. Compassionate nature 
of the, 81. Political institutions of the, 86. Kings called caciques, 
86. Hispaniola divided into five kingdoms, 87. The law of 
succession among the chiefs, 89« Honours paid to the caciques, 
89. Religious rites of the, 92. Religious belief of the, 94. 
Power of the bohitos or priest5> 96. Similarity of the Indians to 
the iStnith sea Islanders, 99. Inferior to the South sea islanders in 
ship-bttildiug, 102. Elegance o^their furniture" and domestic 
utensils, 103. Baseness and crua|||^f the Spaniards to the na* 
ti^-es, 106. Sir Francis Drake found the natives exterminated, 
110. Las Casas’ description of the barhari^ of 0ie Spaxiiards, 
110 . 

' nearly destroyed by ants, i. l68* - 

Ilo^e, Arthur, barbarity and execution of, «''' 

Jlokng, description of the operation of, ii. 20^^ Pfiee of, 248. 

Ilolland^loid, motion on the insurrection at Barbadoes, iv. 487* 

Honduras, boundaries of, iv. 254* Logwood catting, $54. History 
of the colony, 255. Alarm excite^ by the p^ice of Amiaas* 257. 
vox.. V, 

* t 
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Culture and productions of, S57* Account oi mahogany cutting* 
^58. IAW9, taxes, and exports of* 260. ' 

Honduras, defeat of Field-marshal O^Neiirs attack on, iv, 104. 

Horse latitudes, why so called, iv. 23?. 

Horses formerly a nuisance in Jamaica, i. 'Sagadty of. In 
Jamaica, S45. 

Hortus Eastensis purchased by the assembly of Jatnallpa, i. xli. Cata- 
logue of the, iii. 367* ‘ ^ 

House of Assembly, origin of the, ii. 412. Powers of the, 4 17. No 
danger to be apprehended from, 429* How far subordinate to 
Parliament, 435. 

Huggins, barbarities of, iv. 455. 

Hughes, Mr. description of some Indian idols, i. 63. 

Hugues, Victor, origin and character of, iii. 470, 475. Recovers 
Guadaloupe, 473. Brutal conduct towards the body of General 
Dundas, 475. His plans against the British colonies, iv. 1. Re- 
ceives succours from France, 8. Infamous proclamation of, 10. 
Captures St. Eustatius, 11. Attacks bt. Lucia, 12. Excites the 
Charaibes of St. Vincent's to arms, 15. Lands a military force in 
St. Vincent's, 27« Excites a rebellion in Grenada, 35. Sends a 
force to Dominica, 42« Makes a* fruitless attack upon Martinico, 
46. Brutally ravages the island of Ang.uilla> 76. Enraged at the 
defeat of one of his vessels, 78. Forms a plan to make hinnelf 
master of Dominica, 90. Compelled to surrender the colony of 
Cayenne, 180. 

Hutfming bird, description of the, i. 25. 

Hurricanes, the usual season of, i. 12. Prognostics of, 226. ^ 

of J 7 12 and 1722 in Jamaica, i. 232, of 1744, 1780, Sec. 
234 ; in Barbadoes, i. the other islands, v. 66, 80. 

L ' 

Ignormu* in ^ peer, remarkable instance of, i« xxxii. 

Iguam^ descripdon of the, i* 1 1 Mode of catching the, 1 1 Q. 

/ndtsv of the, hojionrable instance of the justice of the, 

Jndfp, varioua4pecie9 bf, ii:i325. Error of Raynal respecting, 325. 

^^fioil proper for the cultivation of it, 325. Mode of cultivating, 
9«6. Produce of, 327. Mo^e^of manufacturing, 323. Expert* 

^ meots on, in Hispaniola, 330. ^r. liedtard on the Corftr^Uon of,. 
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r>30. C>biervation« of Dr. Roxburgh on the m'lnufiicUiuiig of, 
332. On the profits fiom, 533. Boiling procc^j recomiiKiidcd 
Dr. Roxburgh, 33^. 

Inscnpiitmf on Zachary Bayley^ i. 309. Lewis GaWy, IQl. The 
£arJ of EfiTinghain, ii. 393. On a negro burial groaur), v. Ap- 
pendix, 234. 

InsdiufTit Act of Jamaica, i. 274. 

Inmrrcctio7^, Tobago, v. 92. I'rinidad, 96. Barbadoes, 102. 

Imndalwiis, at Barbadoes, v. 69. At Roseau, 74. In Jamaica, 7B. 

Ireland^ Davenant on the independence of, ui. 437. 

— goods exported from, In 179O, 1791, and 1792, to the West 
Indies, ii. 602. 

■ imported into, in 17‘^0, 170f> 1792, fioiii the 

West Indies, 11. 6 10 

— — , sugar imported into, in 1812, i. Appendix, 22. 

J. 

Jackson, colonel, invades Jamaica, i. I76. 

Jamaica discovered by Columbus, 1. 162. Fust named St. Jago, 153. 
Afforded Columbus shelter from shipwreck, 154. Juan de E»?- 
quivtl appointed governor, 1C2. Beneficial administration of, 103. 
Founded the town of Sevilla Nueva, and dies, 164. Nati\es totally 
exterminated, 169. St. Jago de ia Vega founded, 173. Some 
Portuguese settle in, 176. Invaded by Shirley, and again by Jack- 
son, 176 State ot the island at the period of its conquest by the 
Briti$fa, 193. Sloth and penury of the Spanish planters, I97. 
Hard jterins imposed upon the Spaniards, I99. 

— , state of the island after the capture of it, i. 201. Good in- 
tentions of Cromwell, 202. Mil^i^likict of the soldiery, 205. 
Brayne appointed governor, but dies, 2G6. The Spaniards de- 
feated in an attempt upon the island, 210. Aditabtagd from the 
reining of the Bucaniois to, 212* Some pf the judges of Charles 
the First settle there, 213. , n/ 

— , establishment of a regular a^d free government hi, i. 215. 
Proclamation to that effect, 216* Broad sell^granted to the island, 
219. ^ Tyrannical attempt of Charles II. to alter the form of 
government, 221. It is frustrated, 223^ (See also historical account 
of the comtitulion of Jamaica.) Fresh disputes .between the 
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crown and the colonists, 224. A compromise affected between 
the two parties, 226. 

Jamaica, (Historical Account of the Constitution of.) Imtroctfons 
to Colonel D*Oyley as governor of, iii. 287. Instructidh to Lord 
Windsor, 29O. Sir C. Lyttelton appointed governor of, 292. Sir 
T. Modyford appointed, 292. Sir Thomas Lynch, 295. Lord 
Vaughan, C95. Lord Caihsle, 297. Dissatisfaction of the 
bitan ts on the attempt to force on them a new form of govern- 
ment, 297> 310, 312. The crown gives up its intention of esta- 
blishing the Irish constitution in Jamaica, 298, 363. Reports of 
the board of trade respecting, 299 — 3l7. Papers respecting, 299 — 
366. Addresses of the assembly to the Earl of Carlisle, relative to 
the attempt to introduce a new form of government, 314, 332, 
342. Infamous opinion of the attorney-general, 331. 

■ — , Duke of Albemarle appointed governor of, i. 228. Port 

Royal destroyed by an earthquake, 231. The island attacked by 
Du Casse, 232. Dreadful hurricanes in 1712 and 1722, 232. 
Peace with the Maroons, 232, 233. Insurrection in 176*0, ii. 
76, Terrible executions in consequence of the insurrections, 79. 
Spirited proceedings of the legislature, in 1706, 420. 

, panegyric of the Earl of Effingham as governor of, ii. 392. 

Funeral and monument voted for him by the assembly, 393. 

, plan of Romme against, iv. 109. Sasportas hanged. 111. 

, scheme of the ministers to raise black regiments, iv. 91. 

Alarm of the planters, 92. Preventive proposal of the assembly. 
94. Fears of the assembly on bringing negroes from $t. Do 
mingo, 97. ' ^ 

— — , dispute between tte house of assembly and the British 
ministers, v. 25. Atte : ministry to obtain pay for 5,000 

troops, 28. Assembly refuses to provide for the removal of the 
French" prisoners, 36* Petulant language of the lieutenant- 
governor, and spirit of the assembly, 37- The assembly reipon- 
strates'against the heavy duties on colonial produce, 37- Dispute 
respecting intercourse with America, 39. 

, Port Royal destroyed by fire, v. 90. 

— , conspiracy among the negroes of, v# 97- ^ 

— — , hurricanes at, v. 75, 77* 78. 

— situation and aptrearance of, 1. 212. Range of the thermo- 
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meter in, 242. Extent of, 24T- Quantity of wood in, 249- 
Springs apid rivers of, 250* Gram cultivated in, 252'. Grasses 
of, 253. Vegetables of 255. 

Jamaica, first cultivation of sugar in, i. 301. Comparative cultiva- 
tion at different periods, 301. Increase of coffee plantations in, 
305, number of sugar plantations in 1772 and V/Ql, 312. State 
of agriculture and negro population in ITQl, 311. 

, government, taxes, &c. of, parishes in, i. 264. Vestries in, 
hoW composed, 265. Supreme courts of judicature in, 266. Assixc 
courts in, 267. Freeholders not subject to arrest, 266. Act of 
179s respecting judges, ii. 387. ’ 

— , privileges and salary of the governor, i. 268. Office of 
eiirolmeiUs, 27p. Provost-marshal and clerk of supreme court, 
270. Abuse of patent offices in, 272. Legislature and laws of, 273. 
revenues of, i. 275. Mode of raising taxes in, 276. Con- 
tingent charges in the years 1786 and I796, 277> 279. Currency 
of, 278. lleccipt of cash for four quarters, I8I6, v. Appendix, 56. 
value of British property in, i. 306. 

total population in 1791, i. 284. Comparative population 
Of, 302. Number of slaves in 1787, 282. Number of slaves, 
stock, and acres in 1812, v. Appendix, 6. Number in I8I6, 56. 
Maroon establishment in, v. Appendix, 51, 

■ ■ ■■- - , military force^f, in 1792, i. 281. Troops stationed in, in 
I8I6, V. Appendix, 50. Militia of, in 1816, Appendix, .55, 

, naval force stationed at, in 1816, v. Appendix, 50. 

n— - account of the trade with the Spanish main, i. 295. Stu- 
pidity of the ministers as to th^ trade with the Spanish main, 

295. 

— vessels of, in 1787, i. 285. Tonnage of veswis trading to, 
and round, in 1816, v. Appendij^ |M * # 

— — , exports of, for 4787, i. 286.FGeneral account of imports, 
289. Exports in 1768 and 1774, 303, 304. Coffee exported 
from 1787 to 1797, 315. Exports and imports of, in 1809 and 
1810, V. Appendix, 41. Imports, exports, and tonnage of, in 
1814 and 1815, Appendix, 45. Imports into, in 1815 and 1816; 
Appendix, 52. * Exports from, in 1815^and I8I6, Appendix, 54. 
Sug^r, rum, &c. exported from, between 1800 and 1815, Appen- 
dix, 57. 

slave laws of— >}av/s ih favournf ^vlaves, ii. 173. Slave con» 
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^olidation act, ia8. Act to repeal an act (or better ordering 
the Maroons, v. Appendix* ^39— to repeal an act to regulate 
the sale of newly imported negroes, 142— -to. repeal certain acts 
relative to concealing and inveigling slaves, 143 — fo nia'ke provi- 
sion for familics'of free negroes and persons of colour killed in the 
public service, 145— to amend an act of 17^'^, relative to the 
boundaries of Trelawney-town, 145 — to prevent the return of the 
rebellious Maroons, 146— to prevent any intercourse between^he 
slaves and foreign slaves, 14T — to authorise the commander-in- 
chief to raise parties for suppressing rebellion, 151 — topiovidea 
maintenance for free persons confined for debt, 155 — to repeal 
certain acts respecting slaves, to ileclare slaves assets *for payment 
of debts, &c. 154— for the protection, clothing* &c. of sja\es* 158 
— to enable persons of colour, &c. to save diflerenccs, }6j — to grant 
free persons certain privileges, 106 — to enable justices and vestries 
to fit out paities of confidential slaves, l66 — to render tfii^ctual 
two acts respecting firteign slaves and foreigners, 167 — lor the 
more particular return of the number of slaves, 1()9— in further- 
ance of the abolition laws, 170. ^ 

Jamaica^ extract of a report of a committee, relative to the sullerings* 
occasioned by the suspending the intercourse with America, ii. 511. 
— — , a poem, (book i.) v. Appendix, 215. Extract fiom, i. 170. 
— , double meaning of ihe word, i. 473Ji> 

Jnn^h, Sn John, appointed to the naval command in the West In- 
dies, ill. 441. Replaced by Vice Admiral CakKVcll, 474. Mr. 
Barham’s motion lespecting, v 3. 

Java, tradition respecting the peopling of, i. 141. 

— Benevohnt Institution established*, iv, 481 . 

.A nUns, captain, case of, i. 185. 

Jcnkhison, Mr^s||eech on the iv. 398. 

Jews, privileges of the, in ^4c(l|kka, ii. 3. 

Johnson, Dr. toast given by, iii. Ql. 

Johnston, Sir A. obtains tbe abolition of slavery in Ceylon, n . 18). 
Judges in Jamaica, act of 1781, respecting the, ii. 387. 

Judicature, supreme court of, in J^fmaica, i. 266. 

K. , 

Kidnty iotton, description of,^ii, 313. 
dedication to the, i. iii. 
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Kingston, description of« i. 261. Population of, 862. 

K()TimUintyfi»sgir(>«$ omne from the Gold coasts ii. 59. Character of 
the* Caused ebe rebellion of 1760 in Jamaica, 75. Courage 
7&* 83. Cruelly of the* 80. Informtion given Jo Mr, 
^£iilwards by, 80. Religious faith of tfie, 85. Strange customs of 
the, 86. 

L. 

an exceedingly venomous siiakc, 1. 03. 

LahsU on the Charaibs, 1. 42, 43, 52. Descrij^tion of the mode of 
cj^hing the Guana, 119. Asserts the sugpir.«ane to be a natne 
Of America, ii. 837- 

La C&urse, treasonable designs of, in Dominica, iv. 90. 

L'And, capture of, iii. l62. Enemy repulsed at, 166. 

Im Fayette, conduct of* iii. 66. 

Lqforey, Sir John, remarks on the sugar.^0es introrhired into An- 
tigua by, i. xlv. 

Lagrange, general, humanity of, iv. 141. 

Lan^sins settled Tobago, iv. 277 

Land wind, description of the, 1. 15. 

La Pi^ue, capture of, by the Blanche, iv. 9. 

Las Casas computed the Indbns at six millions, 1. 73. Description 
of barbarities exercised by the Spaniards on the Indians, no. 
Vindication of, ii. 45. 

Lauderdale, lord, motion on the 4§ per cent, duties, v, 19. 

Laurence, Dr. speech of, on St. Domingo, v. 18. 

Laimcj Sir R, compelled to strike to a superior force, iv. 150. 

Le Clerc lands in St, Domingo, v. 129. Throws off the mask, 140 
Again promises freedom to the blacks, 142. Sciees Toussjiiit, 
145. Forms a new system of giS^ment, 147. - Death of, 15 1. 

Le Comple, his cruelty at Granada, 

Ledia'id, Mr. instructions relative to the making of indigd* U. 330. 

Leeward islands, 'which are the, i. 6. Governor of the, resides at 
Antigua, i. 486. 

■ ^ ■■ island duties. See Four and a half per cent duUes. 

jLei^ Sk James, proclamation of, v. 103. - 

Leo X. hostile to the slave trade, iv, SOQ. 

LesCayes, list of captured vessels sent into, iii. J85. 

Uamuiga the original Charatb bame of St, Christopher s, i. 454. 
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Lindmy, brigadier-general, sent jbo the relief of.Grenada, iv. 37* Puts 
an end to his existence in a tit of deliriim)» % 

Loan to merchants of St Vincent's and Grenada, jB. To mer** 
chants of Lancaster and Liverpool, 7^ ' 

LocU on the I’ight accruing to sovereigns from conquest, ii, 4t4. 
Logwood cuUingt where carried on, iv. S04. 

Lor^t colonel, suspended, iii. Papers relative to the case of, 
331, .345, 348, 353, 3$4. Beneficial Consequence of his pa^vit^c 
spirit, i. 222. 

Lucayos, natives of the, k id napped by the Spaniards, i. 107 • Affcoting 
story of a native of the, 108. See Bahamas. y ^ 

Lydkrd, captain, gallantry of, iv. ISO, iSs. 

LytteUan, Sir G. appointed governor of Jamaica, iii. sg5, 

governor, Jamaica assembly *b address against, li. 420. Not 

the author of the H^istorical Account of the Constitution of 
Jamaica, iii. 287. 

Lynch, Str T* appointed goveriior of Jamaica, lii. 295. 


M. 

Mac Kmnen, Mr. on the geology of the Bahamas, iv. 224. 

Macleod, general, motion respecting the employment of blood hounds, 
V. 1 1. Angry correspondence with the Earl of Balcarras, 12. 

Mahogany cutting, account of, iv. 259. 

Mainwaring, captain, defeats La Pcnsec, iv* 78. 

Mainland, brigadier-general, takes the command in St. Domingo, iii. 
421. Fails in an attempt upon Cape Tiburon, 423. Evacuates 
St. Domingo, 426. 

Malabar sugar-canes, description of, i* xlvi. 
description of the, i. 127<. 

Man£ngQ 08 come from 'S^neganibia, ... 58. Character of the, 72 
Description of the, 73. 

Manioc, error of^Abbd Raynal respecting, i. 101. *Made mild by 
beat, 128. 

Mcmsjield, lord, speech on the Grenada case, I. 365* Argument 
against the reason which he assigned for his decision, 367, 393* 

MonegalanU, capture of, iv. 170. Frqitless French attempt re- 
cover, 171. 

Martms, origin of the, i. 522. Meanings of the word, 523. Harass 

« thalnhabiUnts of Jamaica, 524k Defeated by Captaiij^ Stoddart, 
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5S5, Mosquito lo^ns seimgai0$t them, 529. Peace made Hrltti 
Captain Gudjoe^ 531. sTcrtas of the treaty, '632. Impolicy of 
keeping the|^ separate, 536. Manners and cvutoms of the, 537. 
Description of a mock fight of the, 541. USelesaness in the 
rebellion of 1760 when called out, 542. Depravity of the taste of 
the, 545. Origin of the war of 1795, 546* Cunning designs of 
the, 548. Fortunate frustration of their designs, 530. Measures 
Shq^ted to crush their rebellion, 551. First troops sent against 
them are defeated, 554, Cruelty of the, 557, 559. Second defeat, 
559^ Cuba blood-hounds brought over against them, 560, 568. 
Tl^e War terminated by Major-general Walpole, 562. Description 
of the haunts of the, 565. Termik of the peace, 568. Transported 
to Nova Scotia, 571. Votes of the House of Assembly on the ter- 
mination of the war, 573. ' 


Maroons, debate respecting the employment of blood-hounds against 
the, V. 1 1, Respecting the transportation of the, 12. 

■ ■ — colonial acts relative to the, v. Appendix;, 139, 145, 146. 
establishments in Jamaica, v. Appendix, 51. 

Marryat, Mr. motion for introducing the British laws into Trinidad, 
iv. 458. 

Marltn, Mr. speech on the slave trade, iv. 387. 

Mariinico, failure of the expedition against, in 1793, lii. 437. Con- 
quest of, in 1794, 445. Disaffection of, in 1795, iv. 2. Attempt 
of the French upon it foiled, 46. Diamond rock captured by the 
French, 148. Reduced by the British in I8O9, 184, 

— — , intended insurrection in, v. 99- 

— — , motion of Mr. Barham respecting the conduct of Sir John 
Jervis and Sir Charles Grey at, v. 2. 

Martyn, Peter, mentions the Ant^es, i. v. Description of the 
Indians of Hispaniola, 75. Account^ pf an entertainment given by 
Behechio, 84. On the law of succession among Indian chiefs, 
89. On tbp burning of Indian wives with their husbandly 91. 
Testimony of, respecting the cruelty of the Spaniards to the 
Indians, 106. Affecting account of a poor Lucayan, 108. On the 
Anana, 129. Speaks^ of a colony of negroes being found in the 
guMl^Wanen, 141. Appointed abbot of Jamaica, I66. 

Moiim^toit, evacuated by the British, iii. 473. 

Maudmi, colonel, arrives in St Dommgo, uL 30* Proceedings of, 
37, 49. Massacre of, 60, ^36. Horrible mutilation committed 
on the body of, 60. 
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Maurepas, general, defeats the French^ v. 133ir Murder 6f, 14d. 
Maurice, captain, gallant def^nee of the Diaoibnd rock, iv, 14{>* 
Meadows t general, defeats the French at tha*Vlgle»^ 271^ 

Mexican gtd^ ettbdivisions of the, i. 5. 

MuMepasill^liU^ See ^lave-cariying bill. 

Middifsex, description of the epunty of, i. 260. 

Aliflet, Mr. his mode of irehning, tl* 67a^> 

Mills for puljnng etnd grinding exiffee, description of, ii. 346. y 

, sugar, require great force, ii. S6l. Disruption 262. 

Quantity of work done by, 263. < 

Minisleriai economy, exquisite instance of, ii. 397* . 

Mocha coffee, arhy superior to West Indian, ii. 338. 

' Modyford, Sir T, appointed governor of Jamaica, in. 292. Pbwers 
and instructions given to, 292, 293. 

Moise, conspiracy of, v« ) 21- 

Mo/^, St. Nicholas, description of, Si. 140. Surrcodircd to the 
British, 1 '»6. AHa'clied by the enemy, 324. 

Moliere, his conspiracy detected, v. 99. 

Molyneux, on the right conferred by conquest, ii. 415. 

Monkeys exterminated in the West Indies, i. 24. 

MorUalemlert, baron de, services of the, iii. 413^ 

Montego hay, dcbcription of, i. 263. Number of vessels clearing out 
from, 263. Dreadful hres at, v. 88. 

Montserrat, why so named, i. 496. Settled from St. Kill's, .496* 
Size and produce of, 497. Government of, 498- 
population of, i. 498, v. Appendix, 11. 

— — number of vessels in 1787, fnd produce of, 1. 506. 
— , exports and imports of in ISOyand 1810, v. Appendix, 41. 
Moraedans, pious labours of the,Jn Antigua, i. 487- System followed 
by the, 489. Number of negrc-s converted by the, 495. Praised 
by Sir William Young, iii. 266. 

Morgan, Sir ^enry, brief notice of, i. 212. Vindication of, iii. 130 
Mome Chabot, gallant attack of General Moore on, iv. 58. 

— — ■ Fortune, situation oii iv. 53. Surrenders to the Brilibh, 04. 
Mornington, lord, speech on the slave trade, iv. 403. 

Morolo,* Spaniards defeated in’an attack on, iv. 39* * 

Mortality among the troops, tables of the, v. Appendix, 4,5* '^ 

Dr. description of yellow fever, iii 181. 

Indians sent against the Maroons, i« 529. 

— ■■ a dependence of Jamaica, i. 152, Right of tlie British 

'' ■ 
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crown to the,^ v, Ap|)endix, g03. Description of i\ie, 307. 
Juctions of the, 9^/ Numhi^ of^he inhabitants of the, 208. 
Description of the m^es of the, SiO, Expats of the, 211. 
Mounc^, captain, captures La Furieuse,^ iv^ 196^ 

MourUtdn cabbage, description of the, i. 20. 

crab, description of the, L 1 Ip. Annual lii%ration of the, 

120. A delicious kind of foodj^ 123. 

M96^i^ains, height of the highest, i,' 244. 

‘ ■ of the West Indies, description of the, i. 37. 

Mmmi Misery, in St. Kitt*s, height of, i. 463. 

captain, his brave defence of the Blanche, iv, 151. 

Muiattoes in St. Domingo, degraded state of, iii. 10. Appear in 
, arms, 62. Admitted to equal ‘rights, 65. Insurrection of the, 
in the south, 84. Concordat with the whites, 86, 238. Letter 
of Abbd Gregoire to the, 93, 1 00. Join the negroes in insurrection, 
Q8. Cruelties of, 99. Ci^se Rigaud ^ndr general, 419. See 
People op colour. , ^ 

Muscovado sugai, what it is, li. 274. 

American, extract from the, on navigation laws, ii. AbJ* * 
raf, description of the, i. 1 16. 

Muiimes in Dominica, v. 93. At Fort Augusta, pf. 


N. 

bbanheen cotton, description of, ii. 312. 

Napoleon ^opts the system of sending out his squadrons, iv. 138. 
Abolishes the slave trade, 475. 

Nassau, New Providence^, description of, iv. 225. Hurricanes al, 
V. 70,71. 

Naiiofial Convention abolishes slavery, iii. 237j iv. 409. 

Naval actions, iv. 9,77, 78, 125, 126, 150, 151, 155, 1.59, 162, 168, 
183, lg5, 196, I99, 202, 203. 

Navigation act, origin of the, i. 343. Abstract of it, as far as regards 
the plantation trade, ii. 447. Acts supplementary to the, 447-^ 
453. Might be relaxed with advantag^^ 455. 

- laws, said to be violated, v. 50. 

instances of heroic ^delity in a, i* 555, iii. 80- 
r-4-, teXcellent reply of a, ii. 101. 

— i^neral, ode on seeing a, ri. 104s. 

Nfgrois, tviipo of the traffic in, ii. 43. Progress f>f the traffic ni, 44. 
Hawkins tb« first English dealer in, 47. Mandingoes, 58, 70. 
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Koromantyn, 5g, 74. Papaws^ 60, 87* Eboes^ 61, 8&. Congo 
and Angola, 99. Cowardly ftt^distrus^iSl^ Harsh to negroes 
under them, 94. |lrrutal to cattle, 95. Etroiieous ideas respect- 
ing the amorous feelings of, 96. Venerate the aged, 98. Ex< 
tremely loquacious, lOO. Amusements of the, 102 Superstitions 
of the, in Obeah, &c. 106. See Slaves. 

Negroes, Sir W Young on the be^ method of feeding the, iii. 270. 
Nelson, lord, pursues Villeneme to the West Indies, iv. 145 
^ Neultal Chanhee islands, arrangements respecting the, 1. 407. 

Nevis, only a single conical mountain, i. 468. A volcanic pro- 
duction, 468. Soil and produce of, 469. Government of, 470. 
Population of, 470. Settled under the encouragement of Sir T. 
Warner, 470. 

, population of in 1811, v. Appendix, II. Exports and imports 

of in 180Q and 1810, v. A|>pendix, 41. 

— laid under contribution by the Planch, iv. 142. 

— , slave laws of-raot to prevent slaves from selling sugar, rum, 
moIassCs, &c. v. Appendix, 173 — for the encouragement of slaves 
^ho behave courageously, 174, 

, cruelties of Huggins in, iv. 455. ^ 

New Amsterdam, description of, iv. 250. 

— Providence, population of, v. Appendix, 12. 

Nicolls, general, routs the enemy in Grenada, iv. 7 1. 

Norris, Mr disgraceful conduct of, iv. 332. 

North sea, a name now disused, i. 2. ^ 

Nova Scotia, &c. not capable of supplying the West Indies, ii. .500. 
Erroneous opinions of the Privy Council on this subject, 507 

maroons transported to, i. 57]. Debate on transport- 
ing the maroons to, v. 12. « 

• • O. 

Oleah, description of the practice of, ii. 106, 114. 

-- ■' trials, if. 117. ** 

■ ' , punishment of, ii. 120. 

Ofidim bird. See Outalak. 

Octroi, account of the, iii. 5. 

Ode to the Sable Venus, li. 32. 

— on seeing a negro funeral, ii. 104. ^ 

Ogi, James, sent from Pans to excite an insurrection the mu« 

lattoes, lib 45. The revolt of, is suppressed, 48. He is put to 
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death) SO* Confession of) 50, S0|« Confession said to have been 
suppressed by General Btancheisin^ 228. 

0/edd^ contest hfelween Itlin and Esquiveh i< 

O/itfe Blossom, possessioii taken of Barbadoes by the crew of the, i. 
^17. 

Oliver, lieutenant, gallantry at Mariel, iv. 152, 

CJl^eill, field-marshal, defeated in his attempt on Honduras, iv. 

Opossum, description of the, i. tl5. 

Orlalcfn, description of the, i. 124. 

Oie^ie sugar-cane, description of the, i. xlv. ^ 

Otw<y;p captain, defeats the Vengeance, iv. 78. 

Ovando forbade the importation of slaves, ii. 44. 

Oviedo asserts the venereal disease to have been brought from the 
West Indies, i. 177. Description of the city of Santo Domingo 
by, iii. 192. 

Oysters, petrified, found in the interior robuntaiof of Jamaidh, i. 28. 

\ 

P. 

Pallmer, Mr.nnotioti of, on the insurrection in Barbadoes, iv. 484. 
Palmeto, or ihountain cabbage, description of the, i. 20. 

Papaw negroes, whence, brought, ii. 60. Character of the, 87. 
Parishes in Jamaica, government, taxes, &c. of, i. 264. 

Park, go> ernor, tyrannical conduct of, 1. 476. He is killed by the 
colonists, 482. Those who killed him are pardoned, 483. 

, Mr. on the sale of negro children, iii. 252 

Parliament, on its right of interference in colonial a&irs, li. 437. 
Patent offices, abuse of, in Jamaica, i. 272. 

Pauw, M. erroneous opinions of, i. xxviii 
Pecary, description of the, i. 1 14. 

Peckard, Dr. sermon against the slave trade, iv. 321. An academical 
question given out by him first induced Mr. Clartson to attack the 
slave trade, 322: 

Pedro Plains, description of, i. 245* 

Penn^ William, on the benefit of planting colonies, ii. 563. 
Pd^,mumber of, in Jamaica, 1. 248. The best mode of manuring, 
ii. 255. ^ 

People qf colour, varieties of, ii. 18. Ineapacities of the, 21. Evils 
arising ^lioni the inc^cities to which they are Ejected, 23* 
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Hftted by ihe fi4. Vindk^tion of female^ 25^ Good 

qualities of feioalei 27. Mrl'Hamsay's an^estjons on the chrltireii 
of, 30. * 

Percival, Mr. {dlin for admitting sugar to the distilleries, v. 57. 

Violfeitly opposed, but carried, 62. * t 

Percy ^ earl, motion negatived for the abolition of slavery, iv. 440. 
P^eiion assumes authdrity at Port aU Prince, v. 168. War betwgm 
him and Christophe, 173. The war is suspended, 175. 0£ath 
of, 191. 

Peynier^ M. misconduct of, in St. Domingo, lii. 2g, 36, 37»v38, 40. 
Phemcuins^ early voyages of the, i. 133. 

Piemeuto^ the tree grows spontaneously in Jamaica, ii. 369. Man- 
ner of forming a plantation, 370. Description of the tree, 371. 
Quantity of the produce, 372. 

— imported 1761 to 1806, v. Appendix, 32. 

Pigeon island, description of, iii. 449. ^ 

Pitch lak^ in Trinidad, tv. 294. < 

Pitt, Mr. declares against the slave trade, iv. 335. Makes a motion 
for enquiry, which is carried, 336. Speeches of^ 360, 39O, 399. 
Death of, 428. 

— , American Intercourse bill of, ii. 49I. 
plantar, charges against the, examined, li. 528, 

Plough, advantages of using the, li. 246. 

Potms, Ode to the Sable Venus, ii. 32. Ode on seeing a negro 
funeral, ii. 101. Jamaica, a poem, v. Appcn(lix,i 215. hxtiact 
from the poem of Jamaica, i. I70. Inscription on n negro him il 
ground, V. 234- The Vow, v. Appendix, 235. 

Poi«/,Mhe, a common name of Falmouth, i. 263. 

. Polverd refuses to exchange his son for Qalbaud’s brother, iiL I21. 

Proclamation of, 152^^ Death of, 125. 

Polygamy a cause of the decrease in the number of the slants, li. 
176-*^ ^ ' 

PomtHm captured by Captains Brisbane anl3 Lydiard, iv. 159. 
Population of thfd West Indies in 1791, ii. 2. Classes oi it, 2, 

— — ■ ■ French W’^est Indies, ii. 3. 

various islands. See their names. ^ 

Port au Pnme, description of, iii. J41. Captured by the Bri^sh^ 
^ BlrK-kadc of, raised, 413. ^ 

Po/it jBtyjaf^^pciibed, i. 262. Swallowed ^ by an carth^ake, 231. 
Destroyed by fire, v. 90. * jo . 
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i V . -J ^ ^ 

PwtugM, treaties wiltMw|Kj(j^l5 iv. 446, 47tJ, 4^^. 
Prtfads to the first edidottj^i xxv<^.^'lhe second edition, xxxviii. 
Prefatcfy^v^st^a^i^^ i. v; iv. v. 

Prescotip general, evacuates Fort Matilda^ tjjp 473. 

Prevost, general, defence of Domtoica, iv» 

Prince Rttperfs, General Prevost retreats to, iv. 140^ Mutiny at, 
V* 93. 

Pmjf^i^founcii, question of American Intercourse referred to the, ii* 
499 .' 

ProhUfUa^ act of 1788, ii. 516. 

PrdvUions and lumber imported into the VVe&t lollies, v. Appendix, 
58—61, 65, 68, 70. 

Pmmi-mai ^hal of Jamaica ^ office of the, i. 271. 

Pun to d* Espana consumed by fire, iv 303. 

■ Rico, Ccdled Boriquen by the natives, i. 71. See San Juan. 

, . Q. 

Quakers, activity of thc\ against the slave trade, iv. 317. 

Quatpuo, moruc, taken, iv. 75. 

Quarrel, M. sent to Nova Scotia with the Maroons, i. h7 1 , , 


R. 

Racoon, description of the, i. 115. 

Rain, quantity of, which falls in the West Indies, i. 112. 

Raleigh, Sir IVdlter, speaks of men without heads, i. 17, 

Ramsay, Rev. J.' on mulattocs, ii*. 30. ^ 

Rattan, island of, Charaibs transported to the, iv. 74. 

Raynal, Abbe, error of, respecting Manioc, i. 101. 

Refining sugar, hardship of the planters being prohibited from, ii- 
570. Loss sustained by the planters in being prevented frotn, 
671 — 677. Loss sustained by the revenue, 5^7, Rbcoiu mended 
by a committee to be allowed, v. 5^. 

Registry of slaves established in l^idad, iv. 162— <in $t.' Lucia, aM 
the Isle of France, 483. See slavx Registry Bill. 

Remora employed to catch fish, i. 126. 

Rigniid appointed commander in the south of St. Domingo, fib 173. 
Dnsuccessful attack on Cape Tiburon, 165. Succeeds in an at- 
taclt^on Cape Tiburon, i7g. Character of, 430. Driven out by 
Toussaiti^.v. Il6. 
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^ 1K j 

Dr. contradi^tlrbiqli^ i. Aibc. In- 

dun agriculturei 4 Nlfe^«*' of lh)s Sirtpiard-, 

JO.'i. AccouHit of U(« kidnatoSng «f tiie 
ftMianitOh ptt 7 ret)d«r« Britwh, 13$;. *“ 

lUxiiibrt, efetrscte (he Ohyi«%, i. 37, 43 , 51. 

Rixbty, adiaii;t$lii cenaufod folaiot succoni^g Totiago. ir. 

Jfiminc (ic Si, Lmr^i^ benefUj^nG lo Trinidad Ib7» 

, general, bis designs against Jamaica fjustjtated, iv. 

Ros€ai»f fire at, m 17$ I, Deficript^ Suifers from 

a humcaue, v- 74. ' ^ 

Roosbfxrghi doctor, on the manu&ctUre^f indigo, 

Recommends the boding in^dof fit^ontiiig indigo^ 35%^. 

Rum^ iitting up of a stilbhOOIe (or dfetilling, if. Rro^s ot 

distillation of, 580it Necessity of c1eanb|^l^ lu makings $8^ 
Quantity obtained from the materLaJa employed, *2(s 1. 

— r- imjxirled, Irom 17dl» to 4dO0, Appendix, 24. 

Jltah, doctor, panegyric oa^sngHi', ii* «5d. 


S^ Stii rendered to the English, \ 15, 20 ^ 

Salle Venv^i Ode to the, ii. 32. 

Sm*il Baitholmcw reduced, iv. ll.>. 

— Climtophr's, called Lnmuiga by the original Chhraibs, L^454. 
-•Its present naf^ given to it by Colinnbns, 454k Settle^ by Mt, 
Wdrtter, D’Esnambuc, 456. Massacre of the Charaibcs 

in, 45^|f JDivided between the English and EfCiich, 459. At- 
tacked by the ^panIatd^^B2, 469 Attacks of the French settlers 
upon the English, 4§0r Ftenr^h settlers compelled to surrender, 
4$(>, Ceded to the English 46 1 . Surrender of in 1782, ^ 4 . 

■ , size fttid siaia..on of, 1. 462. Soil of, 463- Pioduce 
of, 464. fitvjsions of, 460. Om'ernment of, 466* and 

produce pf^ih 11^7,506. Po|p)li^ion of, 467, and v. Appendix, lO. 
Jbosa susUitied bjr the invasion of T>e ©rasse, r. 5U. Exports and 
import^ of, In 1809 anrftt^tO, y. Appendix, 42, 

» laid muler cotitnbution by the French, iv. 

'■ hurricane at, v< 68, Shocks of earthquake at, 81. 

' , Slave law$^ of— act for raising a poll-tax^ upon 

tu^oe^, and o tasc upon houses, v- Appendix, 175— lo festram 
thefts ^i^mitted by negroes, 17&u4o provide more i^gBbctuallJi^for 



Sai^t^0$>m^n'^o, hftsloricai of: th&^^;^tiy tOS. Pre- 
face to the, iii. iii- i 

- , .,,, .— i , 1 . ^ situation iptl extent iii. 13Q, K«toblishiii%ii of 
the l!)ilcf;^ier9 ii|» 132. French^olony foviodllld ^y a party of 
canic*^i 135. Description of the French poeW^ioiis in, ]3>^. 
Population and agricul^e of, J41-SJ146. 

^ , politics^ state of, previous to itSC), iii. 1. Govern- 

ineitif of> Tfses oii 5. Division into provinces, 0. Military 
forefiC .of, 7 % State of the free mulf$tloc8, 10. “ Situation of the 
slaWsilO. • , 


the.^ppart 

mao^niisfiioO'^ ®av^:^ 



lor rcgnlallnfl; Ihc* 


- ■ (frotn the' revolution of 1780), “'deputies -s^nt to ^e 

French national assembly, .iii. i6. Ferment in the colony, 20. 
ProvtfWtfa1><ii»uiabli^^ 21. M ulattoes in arms, 22, lie- 

solution of the national assembly r<dSTvii ttT, 
general colonial assembly, 28. Misconduct of the governor, 20. 
Plan of constitution formed by the assembly, 31. The plan niih- 
represented, 35. Disturbances in consequence, .35. The members 
" of the assembly embark for Europe, 3p. 

— , revolt of Gg^, iii. 46.. iinppre^sion of ihc< revolt, 48. 

M. Blanchclaude appointed governor, .50, fateoiitioh of 
Confession of, 50, 221. ^ 

> , proceedings in France relative to the jcolony, iii. 54 
III trcatmeiK'Of the colonial assembly by the national ^i^enibly, 
.55. Dec rec of the iiationdl-'asse^dy^l^*^' 1 nd 
by the deoue, 56. Decree of Ui^lifteentlfl #1 May free 
people of colour, 6.5. Commissioners sera from Fmuce, 66^ - El- 
fecl of til'' decree of the fifteenth of Miy, (ix. Ile\olt bf the 
negroes, 72. Horrible cruelties ttpniuiittcd by the negroes, 74, 7y. 
Insiirrecrion of mnlauoc.s in the soufb, 84. Concordat, 85. 

, repeal of the decree of the fifteenth . 

. Insurrection of mulattoes, 98. The com idiissioncrs arrive^ Qtj— 4tiey 
return tfi France, Ul. Decree of the fourth 4 of April 17 ^'-, 112. 
Three new coniniissioners sent out, U6. Scandalous condj|et of 
conitnissiimcrs, 11<). M. Galband apjKnmcd go\einoF, 
driMMi frniii ih*' iblnu), 117' Desti uctiou of ^pf* 
b'raiKois -1^. . , ' 
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Saint Domingo, emigration from, iii. 14T. M. Charmilly sent to Ja- 
maica to invite the British^ 149. Small force sent from Jamaica, by 
General Williamson, 155. British operations in, 156. Mortality 
of the troops, 173, 410. MiliUry proceedings from 1794 till the 
withdrawing of the British, 408. Errors coiiimitted in, 184. 

— , (subsequent to 1798) state of society under Tous- 

5aint\ government, V. 117. Military establishment of, 118.^ A 
new constitution promulgated, 120. Toussaint made ggrernor- 
general for life, 120. The first consul icsolves to recover the 
colony by force of arms, 124. Landing of the French, 129. Some 
of the black chiefs submit, 133. Battle between the French and 
Toussaint, 136. Toussaint carries on a harassing warfare, 138. 
Pacification, 144. Toussaint seized, 145. The chiefs resume 
their arms, 150. Grimes of the French, 148. The French weak- 
ened by disease, 151. ITie French closely pressed by the blacks, 
154. Evacuation of the island, 155. 

■ ■ ■ , surrender of the French garrisons to the British, iv. 

127. 

— ■, (subsequent to the expulsion of the French) massacre 

of the whites, v. 159. Name of Hayti restored, 16I. Dessaline‘» 
made governor-general for life, 161. Fruitless attack of OessalineS 
upon 8anto Domingo, 162. Dessalincs made emperor, under the 
name of James I. l64. New constitution, l64. State of the 
country, l64. Desaalines is assassinated, l67* Christophe as- 
sumes the government at Cape Francois, and Petion atl^rt an 
Prince, 167. Wars between Ptfion and Christophe, 173. Chn<5- 
tophe made king, 177» War discontinued, J75. French nego- 
ciatc to recover the island, 184. Death of Petion, 191. Boyer 
succeeds him, I91. 

■ -■■ ■ , average exports fi m, before the revolution, iii 1 14. 

— , tables *of manufactures, exports, and imports of, iii. 

212 . 

* ■ , motion of Mr. St. John, for evacuating, v. 14. 

, Spanish part of, description of the, iii. I91. Popu- 
lation of the, 201. Trade of the, 2ig. Reflections on the cession 
of the, 187. 

— Eusiatia taken by Victor Hugnes, iv. 11. Surrender to the 
British, (l5, 209. 

— — George, (Bennuda) description of, v. Cjg. 
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Saint George, (Grenada) description of, i. 385, iii. 280. 

John, Mr. motion respecting St Domingo, v. 14. 

— Helena, slavery almlishecl in, iv. 481. 

Ja^o de la Vega founded, L 173. Description of, s;6o. 

Joseph d'Oruna, the capital of Trinidad, iv. SOS. 

— Lucia, description of, iv. 261. Climate of, 262. Soil and 
•produce of, 262. Population of, 263, and v. Appendix, 1 J. His* 

tory^of, iv. 263. Attack of the British on it in 1778, 266. At- 
tempt of the French to dislodge the British is frustrated, 26«. 
The island surrenders, 273. Division of, 274. 

— ■ , reduction of, in 1794, by the British, lii. 459. Stale 

of, during 1794, iv. 3. Invaded by the French, 12. Sickness 
and desertion in the British troops, 13. The British evacuate the 
island, 14. Again attacked by the British, 56. Reduced after .i 
severe struggle, 64. Petty warfare carried on by stragglers, 65. 
Again reduced by the British in the second 'French war, 122. 
Ceded to Great Britain, 210. 

— - exports and imports of 1809 and 1810, v. Appendix, 

42. 

— — .. Marlin's reduced, iv. 113. Unsuccessful attempt upon, 17 1. 
Second reduction of, 209. 

Pie?re, Sir W. Young’s desrriplioii of the town of, iii. 270. 

Surrendered to the British, 451. 

^ incent, so named by the Spaniards, i. 4l0. Account of the 
Charaibes in, 411. Captain Uring’s attempt to take possession of, 
415. Di\ ision of the lands after the peace of Pans, 421 . Dispute 
with the Charaibes settled by a treaty, 124, 418. The island 
conquered by the French, 425. Many ot tlie planters ruined, 
441. Restored to Great Britain, 425. 

■■ , soil, extent, and division of, i. 426. Botanic garden of, 

427, and iii. 262. Government, &c of, i 428. Population of, 

428, and v. Appendix, 8. Vessels and exports in the year 1787# 
i. 430. Exports and imports in I8O9 and 1810, v. Appendix, 42. 

-, slate of, previous to the campaign of 1795, iv. 4. TTie 
Charaibes and French commence hostilities, 15. Enormities 
committed by the revolters, 1.5. 'The revolteis are succoured by 
Victor Hugues, I6. Several actions take place, 17 — 20. 'Fhe 
enemy driven from the Vigie, 23. Charaibes driven from Mount 
Young, 24. The enemy reemer their lost ground, 26. Capture 
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of Owia by the French^ 2?. Retreat of the British, !28. Arrival 
of succours to the British, 30. British again ackauce, 31, Bri- 
gadier-general Stewart defeated, 66. Spirited measures of the 
j colonists, 6S. Succours sent by Sir U. Abercromby, and the 
enemy compelled to surrender, 73. War carried on by the Cha- 
raibs, 73. The Charaibs lay down their arms, and are transported 
to Ratlan, 74. . * 

Saint Hncent, shocks of earthquake felt at, v. 81. 

— ■ - ■ ■, eruption of the Souffriere, v. 82. 

■ ■ , decision favourable to the blacks given in the supreme 

court of, iv. 480. 

■ , loan to merchants of, v. 6, 8. 

, visit of the Charaib chiefs ofi to Sir W. Young, in. 

265. 

•, slave laws of — act to punish the murdering or maiming 

of slaves, v. Appendix, 187— to oblige proprietors to give in returns 
of runaways, and punishing of obcah men, 187 — to ap[K)iiit com- 
missioners to number the coloured free people and negroes, 188 — 
to explain and amend an act making slaves real estate, 18Q — to 
repeal the fourth clause of the preceding act, lyO — for establishing 
a registry of slaves, igO. 

Saints, the. Major-general Maitland reduces the, iv, IQI. 

Samana, fort and cannon destroyed at, iv, 160. French expelled 
from, 173. 

Samhoes of the Mosquito shore, whence derived, v. Appendix, 2H). 

Sanford, colonel, death of; i. 555. 

San Juan, description of the city of, iv. 81. Attacked by the Hutidi, 
80. Gallantly defended by the Spaniards, 87. The Britibli »aisc 
the siege of, SQ. 

Santa Ciuz, brief notfte of, i. 500, Massacre of the settlers by the 
Spaniards, 184. Surrenderor, iv. 115, lOO. 

Sonthorax and Polverel appointed commissioners to St. Domingo, in. 
116. Duplicity of, 118. Scandalous conduct of, lig. Abolish 
slavery, 151. 

Santo Domingo, city of, described by Oviedo, iii. 1^2. Destroyed by 
Drake, 195 . Besieged in vain by Dessalines, v. 1 02. Surrendered 
to the British under (General Carmichael, iv. 1()7- 

Sasporias hanged at .lainaica, i\. ill. 

Savanna hi Mar overwhelmed by the sea, i. 235. Description of, 2t)3. 
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Scot's gf ass, descnphon of, i, 253. 

Scot, Sir JVilliam, bill for regulaling prize couits, \. 1^2. 

Seamen, 8ld\e trade prbved to be destructive to, iv. 320, 37() 

Scarle, captain, bravely repulses a French frigate, iv, 79. 

Saicgandia, situation of, n. 58. Maudingo negroes come Irom, 58. 

Sevilla Nueta, founded by Esquivel, i. 16 1. Ruins still visible, l65. 

^ Said to have been deserted in consequence of being overrun by 
ants, 167* Said also to have been destroyed by the natives, I66, 
l6r. - 

Seymour, captain Michael, captures the Amethyst, iv. 168. 

Sharp, Granville, exertions of, in behalf of Strong, iv. 31 1. Procures* 
a decision on the case of Somerset, 315. Chosen chairman of the 
committee for the abolition of the sLive trade, 325. Death of, 
4f)3. 

Shipmate, an endearing term among negroes, ii. 94. 

Shirley, Sir Anthony, invades Jamaica, i. I76. 

Shoftkml, captain, his noble defence of the Jnnon against a French 
squadron, iv. 199. Death of, ?01. 

hhruh-cotlon, description of, ii. 311. 

Sima Leone Company established, iv. 393. 

Simeoe, general, lands in St. Domingo, iii. 4l6. 

S/are cairying hll, enactments of the, ii. 144. Bcncfib resulting 
from the, 14(), ni. 25.3. Introduced into the house of commons 
by Sir William Dolben, iv. 339- Violent opposition to the, 340. 
It is carried, 346. 

Slave code, mildness of the Spanish, iv. 450. 

Slave consolidation act, ii, 187. 

Slave legmenh. See West India Regiments. 

Slave registry hill introduced into the house by Mr. W'ilberforcc, iv. 
483. Violent opposition to, 483. Accused of being the cause of 
the insurrection at Barbadoes, 484. Not proceeded witli, 488. 
Copy of the, v. Appendix, 74. 

Slave^ ships, Mr. Edwards’s paradisaical account of the, ii. 141. Abo- 
minable state of the, iv. 341. 

Slave trader, anecdote of the baseness of a, ii. 91. 

Slave trading tes '-els, recent outrages committed by the, iv. 491. 

Slavery, decree of the National Convention abolishing, iii. 2.37. 
Motion of Earl Percy to abolish, 410. Abolished in Ceylon, iv. 
481. And in St. Helena, 481. 
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Slfue imdc^ origin of thc^ ii. 43. Sanctioned by Charles V. 14. 
Hawkins the hvst English dealer in, 47> Manner of carrying on 
the, 62. Number of slaves exported, 64—68, 120. Reasons of 
Mtf Edwards against abolishing, 130. Not practicable to abolish 
the, 1S7. Wcst-India planters have no coii'^ern in it, 148, iv» 
417. 

...... — histoiy of the abolition of the, iv. 307. Early dislike 

of many eminent characters to the, 309, 310. Opinion of York 
and Talbot, qi3. Case of Strong, 313. Exertions of Mr. Gran- 
ville Sharp, 314. Decision in Somerset's case, 3 lu. Activity of 
the Quakers against the, SlT'. Society established in America for 
abolishing the, 320. Dr. Peckard's sermon and academical ques- 
tion against the, 321, 322. Mr, Clarkson devotes himself to the 
cause of the abolition, 325. Comnutke formed to bring about the 
• abolition, 327. Journevs of Mr. Clarkson in search of evidence, 
327, 349, 370, 373. The subject taken up by Mr. Wilberforce, 
326. Exertions of the committee, 329, 348 Question referred 
to the Privy Council, 330. Petitions against the trade, 330, 335, 
393, 467. Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville espouse the cause of the 
abolition, 331, 335. Motion of Mr. Put for enquiry, 336. Hos- 
tility of the House to the trade, 337. The motion carried, 337. 
Slave carrying bill introduced by Sir William Dolben, 339. Car- 
ried after a violent opposition, 346 Twelve propositions moved 
by Mr. Wilberforce, 352. Question postponed till the next year, 
366. Fresh evidence taken, 374. Motion of Mr. Vi dberforce, 
for leave to bring in a bill, 376. The motion is neg uived, 392. 
A third motion, 394. A gradual abolition earned, 401. Tiade 
abolished by the king of Denmaik, 40(). Failure of subsequent 
motions in the House of Common^, 407> 4 1 3 Motion of Mr. C. 
Ellis, 416. Further fruitless notions for abolition, 419, 422. 
Failure of Mr. Thbrnton’s bill to limit the trade, 423. The 
friends of the abolition renew their eftorts, but again .fail, 426^ 
427. Prefiniinary measures at length carried, 430, 431. Act to 
abolish the trade finally passed, 437. 

America abolishes the trade, iv. 437. Earl Percy's 
motion, 440. Slave trade made felony, 448* Conduct of Por- 
tugal as to the slave trade, 446. Abolished by the Spanish Ame- 
ricans, 449. Sweden abolishes the trade, l63. Addresses of the 
two houses respecting it, at the close of the war, 464. Continued 
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by France, 404. Abolished by Napoleon, 475 ; by Lewis the 
XVIII. 477. Treaties with Portugal and Spain respecting the, 
473, 47<). 

Slaves, number of, exported, ii. 64, 68, 120. Mode of obtaining 
them in Africa, 121. Enquiries made of them by Mr. Edwards, 
125. Stale of, in Africa, 124, 128. Slid to be killed when re- 
, jeeted by Europeans, 132. Annual decrease of, in the colonics, 
135. Cause of the decrease of, 175. ' Disproportion of females to 
males, 138. Mode of expoiure to sale, 150. Their conduct when 
oil sale, 153. 'Custom of adoption among the, 155. Divhion 
into gangs, 156. Profits from, 157- Distribution of labour 
among the, 159. Allowance of land to, 160. Time allowed to, 
162. Picturesque appearance of their villages, 163. Furniture, 
clothing, and medical attendance of, l64. Diseases of the, 166. 
Convictions for ill-treating, 17O. Laws of Jamaica in favour of, 
173. Suggestions for ameliorating the condition of ibe, 180, 185. 
Sir William Young on the best mode of feeding the, iii. 270. See 
Negroes. 

— — , number of, in Jamaica, in 1737> i* 282. In Jamaica, m 
1812 and in I8I6, v. Appendix, 6, 56. 

Sloane, Sir Hans, on the British right to the Mosquito shore, \ . Ap- 
pendix, 204. 

Small seed cotton, description of, ii. 312. 

Smith, Mr. TV. bill for regulating decks of slave ships, iv. 421. 

Smuggling of slaves not to be prevented, ii. 137 ; iv. 417. 

Snakes not venomous in the West Indies, i. 23, Account of deadly 
effects of the bite of, 23. 

Somerset, decision on the case of, iv. 315. 

Sottavento, a Spanish term^ i. 6. 

Souffriere, description of the, v. 82. Eruption of the, 83. 

Spain, negociations and treaties with, respecting the slave trade, iv. 

475, 479. 

Spaniaids, cruelty of the, to the English in the West Indies, i. 180, 
184. 

Spanish town, the capital of Jamaica, i. 260. 

Spearing, lieutenant, killed in an attack on St. Martin's, iv. I72. 

Stohroek, description of, iv. 249- 

Stewart, brigadier-general, defeated in St. Lucia, iv. 12. St. Vin- 
cent’s, 66. 
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Sffli /iou6e^ m the We&t Indiej>, description of the, ii. 276. 

Stockdate, Pcrcival, extract from a letter of, iii. 90. 

Stokes, Mr. anecdote of a governor, ii. 395. 

Sugar, highly nutritious qualities of, ii. 260. Analysis of, 264. 
Process of obtaining it from the cane, 26’!. Juice of the cane very 
liable to ftnnent, 265. Mr. Bousie’s improvements in boiling. 
Mode of graining, 271. Mode of caring, 273. Hov' 
clayed, 271- 

■ cane, name of, whence derived, ii. 23.3. History of the, 234. 

Native country of the, 236, Cultivated early in the West Indies 
by the Spaniards, 239. Description of the, 2S9. Not produced 
from seed in the West Indies, 240* Soil most proper for the, 241. 
llatooii CtUies described, 244. Produce of, 245. Mode of culti- 
vating the, 245. Advantages of using the plough, 246'. Mode of 
holing, 217. Manner of planting, 24H. Time of planting, 249- 
Manuring of, 233. Dressing after cutting, 236. Contents of the 
juice of the, 263. Quantity of sugar obtained from the juice, 26.3. 
Jlemaiks on the canes introduced into Antigua by Sir John 
Laforey, i. xlv. Description of OtaheitAn, Malabar, and Batavian 
canes, xlv. 

,ptanlalion, what it consists of, li. 287* Difficulty of raising 

money on a, 288. Quality and price of the lands for a, 289. 
Expense of bringing into cultivation, 292. Expense of buildings 
on a, 292. Expense of stock, 295. Total expense, 296. Pro- 
duce of, 297. Annual ’supplies necessary for a, 297. Calculation 
of profit from a, 300. Not so profitable as English fai niing, .301. 
Reason why great fortunes have sometimes been made from, 302- 
Ueason of the ruin of many of the proprietois of, 304. 

ant, account of the, i. 383, 397- 

, East-Indian. Sec East-aNDIAn Sugar. 

♦ 

— of St. Domingo not so good as British, ii. 336. Pays the 
inanufactur|r better than British, 537- 

— mill, requires great force, ii. 261. Description of a, 26 s, 
Quantity of work done by a, 263. 

rejineis usually foreigners, ii. 578. 

rejining. See Refining. 

admitted to the distilleries, v. 62. 

— »■■■ hlands, estimate of the importance of the, 11. 1 >8. List of 
exports to the, 459, 460. Value, in 1787; <>f British expoils to. 
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461. Value of exports from Irelaiicl lo the, 46a. Total value of ' 
exports, 46 i. Value, in 1788, of the imports into Great Britain 
from the, 468. Imports into Ireland and America, 470. Amount 
of the duties paid by the, 471. Value of freight, &c. 47 47^. 
Value of the property invested in the, 473. Number and tonnage 
of shipping employed by, 474 ; and v. Appendix, 72. Great 
, utility of the, 475, 482. Comparison of their trade with the trade 
of the East Indies, 477. Mr. Dundas's statement of exports and 
imports in 1795, 478. Value of British manufactures exported lo 
in 1816, V. Appendix, 44. 

Sugar imported into England from 1699 1755, and raw ahd 

refined exported, ii. 597. 

imported from 1787 to 1790, ii. 599. 

17gi lo 1798, ii. 600. 

— 5th January 1798 to 5th January 1799, ii* • 

601. 

' into England l6j)8 to J760, v. Appendix, 19. 

■ Great Britain I761 to 1811, v. Appendix, Cl. 

■ I " ■ ■ Ireland in 1813, v. Appendix, CC. 

, price, charge and expense of a hundred weight, v. Appen- 
dix, 23. 

Surgcom, allowance for attending slaves, ii. 106. 
burimm ndiiccd by General Triggc, iv. 108. Description of the 
defences of, 131, Attacked by the British under Sir Charles 
Green, 132. Capitulates, 136. 

description of the county of, i. 261. 
bmdtn abolishes the slave trade, iv. 463. 
bj^mes, brigadier-general, death of, iii. 468. 


T. 

Tali'ot, captain, captures the Ville dc Milan, i\. I,)l. 

Tatowing, in use among the Africans, ii. 152. 

TeacJie, the, description of the, ii. 266. Whence the name is de- 
rived, 272. 

Tfale, Isaac, tribute to the memory of, i. 308. 

Temper, the, its composition and use, ii. 267. 

range of the, in the West Indies, i. 8, 9, 10. .SuddcTi 
variations of, in Virginia, 9. Bunge of, in Jamaica, 212. In 
IXmeiara, iv. 212. In Honduras, 257. In Trinidad,, 2t)0. 



INDEX. 


IJwjnton, Mr. failure of his atfbmpt to limit the slave trade, iv. 45^3. 

Thurloe, secretary, on the quarrel relative to* the West Indies, i. 

190. 

Tfiurlow, lord, his conduct in parliament on the abolition of the slave 
trade, iv. 343. 

Tillandsia maxima, description of the, i. 564. 

Tobago, capture of, in 1793, hi. 436; in 1803, iv. 123. Description 
of, 275. Named by Columbus, 276. Settled by the Dutch an& 
Courlanders, 277. The Dutch driven out by the French, 280. 
Brutal conduct of the Marquis de Bouilld at, 283. Not succoureij 
hy Admiral Rodney, 285. Ceded to France, 286. Divisiotf'of, 
287. Ceded to England, iv. 240. Conspiracy of the slaves in, 
287 ; V. 92. Population of, v. Appendix, 15. ^ Exports and im- 
ports of, in I8O9 and 1810, Appendix, 45. ^ ^ 

— r— , slave laws of — act for the good order and govern mejgi of 
slaves, and repealing a former act, v. Appendix, I92 — for Atab- 
iishing regulations respecting slaves arriving in the* island or re- 
siding therein, 197 — to prevent more effectually slaves from^ab- 
senting themselves from their masters, I98 — to amend an act-to 
prevent the clandestine departure of persons from the island, 198 
— to establish a registry of slaves, 199. 

Tortola, settled by the Dutch bucaniers, i. 500- Annexed to t]ie 
Leeward island government, 500. The Dutch expelled, and the 
island re-settled from Anguilla, 601. Population in 1756, 501. 
Population in 1787, 504. Put on the same footing as the other 
islands, 502. First assembly convoked in 1773, 503, Size and 
produce of, 504. Exports and imports of in I8O9 and 18 JU, v. 
Appendix, 43. 

, cruelties and execution of Arthur Hodge at, iv. 168. 

loituga, cruelties committed by the Spaniards on the English al, i. 
183 ; iii. 134. Peopled by the bucaniers, iii. 133. 

Toussaini, birth and character of, iii. 419; v. 112. Makes a treaty 
with General Maitland, iii. 420. His proceedings after the 
evacuation of St. Domingo, v. 116. Makes a tour round the 
island, 118. Is invested wito the authority of governor-general, 
120. Conspiracy of Moise against, 121. French expedition, 124. 
Probable intentions of Toussaint, 122. Letter of the First Consul 
^to Toussaint, 126. Interview of, with his children, 131. Declared 
an outlaw by Le Clerc, 132. Engages the French at Ravine <i 
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Coulcuvre, 136. Quitted by a part of his troops, 137. Attacks the 
French suddenly, 140. He accedes to a treaty, Is seized and 
sent to France, 145. Dies at Dcbanyon, 147. Insinuation against 
his character by Des»silines, l60. 

general, reduces Surinam, iv. los. Takes the Danish and 
Swedish colonies and St. Martin's, 113 
Trinidad, why so named by Columbus, i. 71. Situation and size of» 
iv. ^288. jpiimate of, 289- Storms in, 290. Mountains and 
harbours of, 2yl. Soil of, 292 Natural productions of, 293. 

. Pitch lake in^ 2g4. Volcanic traces in, 295. History of, 297. 
l'Populatioaof,.d02, and v. Appendix, 13. 

— attacked;j>by $ir Ralph Abercromby, iv. 8^. Spaniards de- 
stroy thei|‘ fleet and surrender the island, 83. 

, intended insurrection in, v. 96 

— Mr. Canning's motion to stop the import of alaves into, i\ 

4!?5 

— -ji , motion to introduce British laws into, negatived, iv. 451 

— — , registry of slaves introduced into, iv 462. 
fufton, *b2r }F. put to death at Barbadoc&, 1. 323. 

Fuik's islands, salt produced at the, iv. 225. 

U. 

nioa, his dcsciiption of the varieties of people of colour, 11 ly. 1 wi- 
tjiiiony of, in favour of mulatto women, 28. 

captain, attempts to form a settlement in St Vincent, i. 415 


\. 

I'auglian, lord, appointed governor of Jamaica, 111. ^93 
— — , Mr. obseriations on the cultivation of coffee la St Domingo, 
11. 353. 

Vigetable fly, description of the, 1 . 440. 

Venahles, hia harshness to the Spanish planters of Jamaica, i. I90 
Finereal disease, said by Oviedo to be brought from the West Jnebes 
i. 77. 

f^tnus, the planet, brilliancy of, in the We9t Indies, i lO 
Vestiies, in Jamaica, composition and powers of, i, 265. 

Henna, congress of, proceedings of the, relative to the shve trade, i» 

W. 

rtgu, m Si LiKia, failure of attacks upon the, tv. dl, 271 
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ytllejiciwc, admiral, arriveh in the West Indies, iv. 145. Is pursued 
by Lord Nelson, 145. Takes flight to Europe, 147. (vaptures a 
British convoy, 147. 

Vtrg^in inlands, so named by the Spanish, i. 4Qfl. General dcscTiption 
of the^ 499. Settled by the Dutch bucaniors, 500. Number of 

^ vessels in 1787, and quantity of produce, 50b. See Tortola. 

yn'gtniu, sudden variations of the thermometer in, i. 9. 

Viitual iqnesmlaiioH, why Ullerable, ii. 4I7. 

Volcanos^ Mount Misery an extinct one, 1. 463. Nevis produced by 
a, 468. Submarine, oil the coast of Trinidad, iv. '<>95. Eruption 
of the Soiiffrierc, v. 83. 


W. 

IFalpo^Cf general, puls an end to the Maroon war, i. 56o, 568. Re- 
fuses the sword voted by the assembly of J<unaica, 576. Motion 
of, respecting the transportation of Maroons, v. 12. 

War in the Wist hidies, history of the, vol. iii. 433, iv. 1. See West 
India Campaigns. 

■■ > — — I ■ ■ , dissatisfaction of the opposition with respect 

to the oonduct of the, v. 6. Motion of Mr. Sheridan in conse- 
quence, 8. Mr. I^undas vindicates the ministers, 10. 

Trainer, Mr. settled St. Christopher, i. 456. Is knighted, 458. Re- 
turned to St. Christopher, 459. Encouraged the settlement of 
Nevis, 470. 

jrcsl India colonics, grievances of the. See Grievances. 

■ ■ — French, vessels, produce, and dulif» of the, 11 

474. Great benefit of them stated by M. Arnould, 483. 

West Indus, list of the British colonics in the, v. Appendix, 3. 

— — , climate of the, i. ?• Wet and dry seasons,, 0, 10. 

Range of the thermometer ir the, 8, 9, 30. Quantity of lain 
which falls in th?, 12. Winds of the, 14. Strangeness and 
beauty of the scenery of the, 16’. Well cultivated when first dis- 
covered, 19. Serpen t<; not venomous in the, 23. Birds of the, 24. 
Mountains of the, 26. Once covered by the sea, 28. Speculations 
on the origin of the, 30. 

- - ■ - — supplied from America. Sec American commercial 

INTERCOURSE. 

-V — must have an intercourse with Amenta, 1 xxxix. 

, governments in the, nature of the, li. o85 
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West Indies, regiments of the British ministers for raising, iv. 
91. 'Opposition of the colonies to the scheme. QQ, .Jamaica 
assembly make an ofler to prevent their being raLseci, 9 1. Dis- 
satisfaction of the planters on the second regiment being stationed 
in Jani'aica, v. 23. Dispute respecting the mutiny of one of the 
regiments, 43. Mutinies in nominica and Jamaica, 90, 9(3. 
^7—-— exports to America, v. Appendix, 66,71. 

z — ■ ■ ■■ imports from America, v. Ap))endix., (58. 

, provisions and lumber imported into, v. Appendix, 38, 


(50, 70. Fish imported into, -(>3. 

■ — , shipping employed by the, in lOOi and 1814. v. Ap- 


pendix, 72. 

, British imanufacturcs exported to the, in 1816, v. Aj)- 


pendix, 44. 

■ " ' " - , duties on produce of, for I80H to 1812, v. Appendix, 7. >. 

imports into Great Britain, from 1(398 to 1798, ii. 693. 

• vessels, tonnage, and value of trade to them from (treat 
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